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Jarrak
• a work in progress
• constantly evolving
• currently stretches from the early 1960s to now
• growing all the time
Jarrak means "to talk" in Kija (a language from WA). In Kija, the vowel "a" sounds like the "u" in the English word "but", 
and the "rr" is rolled and sounds a bit like the "tt" in "butter" when said quickly.



Why Jarrak is needed?

• a shared understanding of the history of Indigenous language 
revitalisation in Australia

• assert the expertise, long experience, and collective knowledge 
of Indigenous organisations, their leaders and supporters

• inform and support those who are new to the network, and 
joining the ever-growing language revitalisation movement



First Languages Australia is the peak body committed to ensuring the future 
strength of all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages. 

We share the stories of the people, the histories and the diversity of our 
languages; we work to bring the best tools and technologies to our 
communities to enrich their teaching and sharing of language, and we 
pledge that by bringing strong partners to share our commitment, the first 
voices of this land will be heard clearly and loudly into the future. 



The University of Sydney Policy Lab
• aims to create knowledge for social change 
• enables practitioners in community organisations to spend time at the 

University to work with researchers and facilities that the University has to 
offer. 

• time and space to conduct research is hard to come by in busy community 
organisations.

• contributes financially to community organisations so they can free up a staff 
member to spend 3-6 months working on a project for their organisation. 



What can you find in Jarrak?

A timeline and searchable database, with links, documents and 
audio-visual items showing achievements made in four broad areas: 
• policy
• education
• language centres and 
• resources



www.jarrak.com.au

































Jarrak demonstrates – in clear and no uncertain terms – the extraordinary 
contributions, over a significant time period, communities have made to the 
vitality of their languages. The Time Line makes real and visible these 
achievements, and the challenges they have faced in the process.

People move on, governments change, funding and policy come and go, projects 
have a limited life. Jarrak offers a concrete means for maintaining a ‘memory’ of 
what has been achieved and paths that the field of language revitalisation has 
taken. 
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