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Mission:
Vg K %‘lg »%a\»ﬁ'g The Society is dedicated to ensuring the
general welfare of its members and the

1300 Pali Highway, Honolulu, HI 96813 | qupport of charities in the local community.

Telephone/Fax (808) 533-4756

History: The Society was established by immigrants from the See Doo (Sidu ¥ #F) and Dai
Doo (Dadu X #R) districts of Zhongshan county in Guangdong, on May 10, 1905.The found-
ers were 18 men, including Chow Ching, then president of the Liberty Bank and the Wong
Hong Yuen Company; Fat Hee, the retired "Rice King of Kauai"; and Chan Luke, formerly
associated with Sun Yat-Sen and his efforts against the Manchu Dynasty. By November 11 that
year, a charter was obtained, and the Society was incorporated on February 21, 1907.

Meetings were originally held in a wooden building belonging to a Mr. Ting Hu on River
Street. In 1910, members contributed $5,000 for the purchase of the Wong Siu Kin School
building at 285 N. Vineyard Street to be used as the Society's first official headquarters. By
1915, the administration of Chan Luke replaced the building, deemed inadequate for the grow-
ing membership, with a two-story wooden structure. In 1926, President Kim Ak Ching, who
later became president of the American Security Bank, foresaw the need to strengthen the finan-
cial structure of the Society. Previously, the majority of Society’s income had been used to care
for its elderly members and for worthy communtiy causes. However, during his presidency, a
policy was adopted to set aside a fixed amount of money on a monthly basis to establish a build-
ing fund. Under this policy, the Society was able to accumulate sufficient funds to finance a new
building for its expanding membership. In March 1950, a building committee was formed with
Chinn Wa as chairman. The committee located a 10,000 square foot site at 1513 Fort Street
Mall, and purchased it for $43,000. On December 10, 1950, the See Dai Doo Society build-
ing, which had cost $82,000, was formally opened. The two-story building had a Chinese
architectural influence and served a dual function. The first floor consisted of six store spaces
and five office spaces that were rented out to provide income for the Society. A large hall that

was used for Society functions made up the second floor.



In 1961, the building was condemned by city government to build downtown office
buildings. With the proceeds of the condemnation, plus a healthy building fund the Society had
accumulated, a three-story building was erected on the corner of Kukui and Fort Streets at 1300
Pali Highway. This new building, the current See Dai Doo Society headquarters, has a base-
ment parking structure, shops for rental on the first floor, professional offices on the second
floor, and a social hall for Society functions on the third floor. It was formally opened on No-
vember 4th, 1962 with ceremonies that included a performance by the Royal Hawaiian band.

Today, the building is notable for the distinctive Chinese pagoda on its rooftop.
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Activities Arguably the most active and visible of the mutual aid service groups in today’s
Chinese community, the See Dai Doo Society stays in close touch with its members, informa-
tion about whom is maintained in a computerized database, through a quarterly newsletter.

The Society is focused on promoting the welfare and shared cultural heritage of its members,
and does so through a diverse program of services and activities, including tai-chi (#iji) for exercise,
ballroom dancing, bingo, karaoke, mahjong (majiang) and tin gao (Chinese dominoes).

Twice a year, the Society holds programs for the commuinty, such as showing Chinese movies.

There are also annual donations given to the following organizations: Palolo Chinese Home,
Aloha United Way, American Lung Association, American Cancer Society, Easter Seals, Hawaii
Kidney Association, Hawaii Lions Club, March of Dimes, Salvation Army, and the Shriner's
Childrens Hospital.

Recently, the Chinese community honored the Society in return by giving awards to two of
its members: Mrs. Dorothy Kam Lum was named the Model Chinese Mother of 2002, Dr. Albert
Q.Y. Tom was named the Model Chinese Father of 2003.



Membership:
Currently, there are
approximately
1,400 members in
the Society. Mem-
bership is open to
those who can trace
their ancestry to the
See Dai Doo area.
Thereisa $10
lifetime member-

ship fee.

Association presidents
1905-09  Lon Tai Yim
1910-18 Chan Luke
1919-21  Lin Sing Ching
1922-24  Chew Kong Yew
1925-27  Sin Sho Wong
1928-30  Kong Hee
1931-32  Chow Ching
1933-34  Shek Qui Hee
1935-36  Tin Ing Siu
1937-40  Kim Ak Ching
1941-43 Y. Wa Chinn
1944-47  Kwock Moy Chun
1948 Chong Hee
1949 Kong Hee

1950 Y. Wa Chinn
1951 George Inn
1952-53  Yun Tim Yim
1954-55  Sai Man Chee
1956-57  Herbert Y.F. Au
1958-59  Dr. Edmund T.K. Ing

1960-61 Dr. Herbert Y.H. Chinn

1962-63  Francis T.L. Yim
1964-65  Hau Hee
1966-67  James C. Wong
1968 Wah Chan Thom

1969
1970
1971
1972
1973
1974
1975
1976
1977
1978
1979-80
1981
1982
1983
1984
1985-86
1987-88
1989-90
1991-92
1993-94
1995-96
1997-98
1999-00
2001-02
2003-04

Dai Lum Fong

Yuk Hoon Wong
Francis T.C. Au
Raymond K.M. You
Robert Y.K. Ching
Irwin W.C. Thom
Walter W. Aioiau
Francis S.K. Ching
Milton W.B. Choy
Kwai Ming Tom
Henry K. Kum
Hung Lun Lum
B.C. Leong

Peter J. Chun
Theodore H.K. Tom
Robert K.Y. Yim
Francis Y.P. Leong
Yet Kui Ho

Thomas T.P. Yim
William H.K. Lum
Thomas K.Y. Lai
Betty K.O. Leong
Benjamin W.L. Chee
Joseph W.L. Chun
Edward W.O. Wong



