FM9-097: Recording + Transcribing Ngemelis

Language: Palauan

Language Expert: Kristen Udui

Facilitator: Gillian Sawyer

Others Present: Kelsey Bialo, Tracy Preslar, Stephanie Dossett, Ira Kolenskaia, Armando
Molina Gémez, Bradley McDonnell

Date: Friday, March 28, 2025, 12:15pm

Recordings: FM9-097.mov, FM9-097-A.wav, FM9-097-B.wav, FM9-097-C.wav
Equipment: Zoom Q8n-4k, Rade M5 Microphones

Plan: Recording Ngemelis, translating Ngemelis, choosing relevant words and phrases for a
vocabulary list.

Description: Recorded and translated Ngemelis and picked out relevant vocabulary used in the
story. Also discussed other relevant phenomena discussed in story, such as different types of
turtles in Palau as well as moon cycles.

B Ngemelis

the leatherback or bekuu (Dermochelys coriacea), the olive ridley or metau (Lepidochelys
olivacea) source

Palauan English Notes/Transcription
Melob Green sea turtle

ngasech Hawksbill turtle

bekuu Leatherback turtle bekuu??
Tab el buil New moon

Orakiruu Full moon

Beliliou Peleliu Place name
Ngerkebesang Ngerkebesang Place name
kebetech meeting

Ngemelis Ngemelis Place name
cheriut Grass skirt

uel turtle



https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-jAnx1whIx1_bF0Hjfr-nyYPVEKlh1fPKSElNHGYXAE/edit?tab=t.0
https://georgehbalazs.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/Guilbeaux_2001_SeaTurtlesManagementPoilcyPalau.pdf

elechol sand
omechell To give birth ‘Lay eggs’
telichekl inserted ‘caught’




