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SRl03jSCRl30 requests the Cc:mnission on water Resource Management to
finalize, adopt, an:1 establish the stream protection system under the 1987
state Water Code and establish a streamkeeper positien.

our statement on these resolutions do not represent an institutianal
position of the University of Hawaii.

In 1990, the Draft Hawaii stream Assessment was completed and identified
the inportance and significance of Hawaii's streams to the state's natural
envi.ronment. It can not be emphasized enough that streams represent an
intregral cc.::mponent in tile ecolCX1ical balance throu:jx>ut all of Hawaii's
diverse systems, rangiIq from the uplands to the tidal estuaries. In
addition, various streams on eaca islarxl are can:iidate special streams, and
one fish species, Lentipes Concolor(O'opu. AlaI'l¥J'o), is a candidate for
errlangered species status. As SllC'il, we fully suwort tile intent of the
resolutions requesting the finalizing and fonnal establi.shment of the stream
protection system and streamkeeper position, witil the addition of a few
recommerdations.

Firstly, it must be recognized that there is a need to protect the
entirety of Hawaii's stzeams and their dependent life-cycles, from tq> to
bottc:nn. Selective protection would prove ineffective ani possibly
destructive to the int.erdependent systems involved with Hawaii's streams and
their surrourrling eco-systems.
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secondly, the present posdtrion and status of the protection plan and the
canmission on Water Resource Management should be established. In acXlltion,
it shoold be determined if the ccmni.ssion has the adequate resources and
organization available to implement the stream protectioo system.

lastly, the position and duties of streamkeeper need to be defined in
the context of the stream protection plan. In addition to representing tbe
public's interests, the streamkeeper should have the responsihlity of
mainta~ ani upjating the database created by the Hawaii stream
Assessment.

We strorgly urge the passage of these resolutions and the formal
establishment of the stream protection system in the state of Hawaii.




