
Is It Possible to Distinguish Between 
Civilians and Combatants? 

What should be done in cases of doubt? 

What Are Legitimate Military Targets? 
How Can They Be Clearly Identified? 
How should the concept of 

({proportionality" be applied in warfare? 
What is an ({indiscriminate attack"? 

Is the practice of ({carpet bombing" as used 
in W orId War II now a violation of international 
law? 
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Who Are Civilians? 
Determined by. the person's "behavior, 

location and appearance" 

What Are Civilian Objects? 
Churches 
Houses 
Schools 

Is carpet-bombing now prohibited? 
Fire-bombing of Dresden in World War 

II? -

Atomic bomb attacks on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki? 
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What Types of Weapons Can Realistically Be 
Banned? 

* Gas warfare? 
* Dunl-Dunl Bullets? 
* Nuclear Weapons? 
* Land Mines? 
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HOW IS IT POSSmLE TO EXPECT COUNTRIES 
TO OBEY "LAWS" DURING ARMED 

CONFLICTS? 

:!:* Reciprocity (Reprisals) 

** Ineffective Weapons (Gas Warfare) 

** Good Treatment of Civilians and Prisoners 
Discourages Resistance and Encourages 
Surrender 

:!:* Considerations of Public: Conscience 

* Encourage Support at Home 

* Encourage International Support 
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Limitations 
on Weapons 

Haque 1899 

Haque 1907 

[Aerial Bombardment 
Rules 1924] 

[Gas & Chemical 1925] 

Protection of 
Civilians and Prisoners 

Geneva Conventions 1929 

Genocide Convention 1948 

Geneva Conventions 1949 

Nuremberg Charter 1945 

Geneva Protocols 1977 
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What Types of Weapons Can Realistically Be 
Banned? 

* Gas warfare? 
* Dum-Dum Bullets? 
* Nuclear Weapons? 
* Land Mines? 
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