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SOME EFFECTS OF THE WAR SITUATION UPON 
THE ALIEN JAPANESE IN HAWAITE 

YUKIKO KIMURA 

Sense of Extreme Insecurity 

With the outbreak of the war the Japanese people became 

psychologically the most isolated portion of the Island com- 

munity. The new situation undermined the whole social struc- 

ture of their community. The Japanese who had been in a 

more secure position economically, socially, and psychologically 

than the more recent immigrant groups, such as the Filipinos, 

became suddenly the most insecure ethnic group. Their status 

as a group became the lowest in this interracial community. 

They had to assume a new and distasteful identification with 

the enemy country. An atmosphere of desolation was prevalent 

among the Japanese during the early period of observation. A 

loss of vitality was evident generally and there was an apparent 

cessation of all the functions normal to a society. 

An extreme degree of fear was present. Their first reaction 

to a stranger was fear—fear of being questioned, fear of being 

suspected, fear of being accused of being Japanese. |‘““What is 

le going to become of us?” seemed to be the question they all 

maa asked. There was a fear of punishment, because the country 

A with which they were identified by their legal status as well 

as their cultural background had committed an unforgivable 

crime. Their state of mind was comparable to that of a criminal 

expecting a severe punishment for a major offense. | Vividly | 

their imagination pictured the drastic punishment which would 

be meted out. In this situation their typical method of ac- 

i) comodation was the negative one of retiring. “We are afraid. 

i We don’t know what to do. Even our own children don’t let us 

eo out. If we go out, we will be the focus of hate and revenge. 

So we stay in the house.” This was how they often expressed 

their feelings. In a sense their withdrawal can even be inter- 

preted as a kind of self-inflicted punishment and at the same 

time it was an attempt to reduce the embarrassment. 

i The possible relationship of this self-inflicted punishment 

a with mental collapse and suicide deserves consideration. In the 

a eld country, both of these forms of personal breakdown in ex- 

a treme situations may occur as deliberate acts of self-punishment, 

aaa ii as “face-saving” devices, or as means of avoiding reality. But 

i | | ithe report of the Honolulu Police Department shows no signi- 

| | ficant increase of suicide due to the war situation?. Dr. Edwin 

| vi E. McNeil of the Mental Clinic of the Queen’s Hospital also 

| i revealed a negligible increase in mental cases among the 

Japanese during the past year. In these respects the Japanese 

apparently did not follow the old world patterns. One explana- 

tion of this may be that the group of Japanese who came to 

Hawaii had been little concerned about “face-saving” measures 

1 This article excludes the Christian Japanese, It also excludes the second 

generation whose experiences and problems require a separate study. 

2 During the year 1942 there were fifteen Japanese cases of suicide of which 

only two were due to the war situation. 
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in their old country, because they belonged to the class whose 
fate was in the hands of their feudal lords and members of 
the upper classes. | 

Role of Rumor and Superstition 7 
The prevalence of rumor is apparent when a whole group 

feels insecure. Rumor always accompanies an exaggerated imagi- 
nation. In a sense rumor is the projection of the collective 
imagination aroused by insecurity. Excited collective feeling 
produces irrational behavior because it excludes rational think- 
ing on the part of the individuals.|When the rumor of mass 
evacuation of the Japanese to the mainland spread in the 
community in autumn, 1942, the Japanese people did not 
question its authenticity. Instead, they rushed to the stores 
and bought trunks, suitcases, and warm clothes to prepare for 
evacuation. Only the official guarantee of security in the form 
of a denial that mass evacuation was planned brought a return 
of rational thinking.) | 

Related to rumor-spreading was the sudden effectiveness of 
superstitions. (The wide-spread story of the appearance in Japan 
of a half-human animal, which wag an evil omen, made 
practically every Japanese family prepare their rice with red 
beans as a protective measure to avoid the impending peril. 
In an extreme state of insecurity the whole community becomes 
a crowd incapable of rational thinking and action. \ 

Efforts of the Loss of Traditional Leadership and 
Definitions of Situations — 

Socially as well as psychologically the Japanese people 
had been largely confined to their ghetto society. Their social 
behavior had been defined mainly by the leadership within 
the ghetto, such as the priests of the Buddhist and Shinto 
temples and the language school teachers, as well as those natur- 
ally aggressive members of their ghetto who attained the 
status of leadership. With the coming of the war all these 
leaders were interned. The virtual elimination of the functions 
of the religious institutions was hard on their morale. It meant 
that the normal source of protection and security became 
suddenly a source of anxiety and danger. Taking away from 
the Japanese material conveniences and comforts is less likely 
to affect their morale. In the old country they had become used 
to material destitution. Even mental domination by others 
is less likely to cause them anxiety. Rather do the alien Japan- 
ese feel lost without the domineering guidance of leaders. Free- 
dom and initiative are appreciated only by those who have 
experienced them. The Japanese people have not had the ex- 
perience of freedom and initiative. Hence they do not miss 
them. But domineering control and guidance is greatly missed 

‘by them. The elimination of the organized activities of the 

religious institutions meant the loss of the guidance on which 
they had depended in defining the situation of everyday life. 

In the case where the usual mode of defining a situation 
has become entirely useless and there has been no time yet for 
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