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stablishing community among African Americans in Hawai'i has not 
proved to be an easy task. Historically, the small population of Blacks 
has been one that is widely dispersed and without cultural focus. With- 

out an existing Black residential community in Hawai'i, such as Los Angeles, 

many Blacks feel a strong need to identify as an ethnic community, especially 
as many live in interracial families and have become integrated into multiracial 
communities. Consequently, Blacks have come together to form various social 
and service organizations honoring Black community in Hawai‘i.' 

Established in the mid-1940s, one of the first Black community organiza- 
tions was the Wai Wai Nui Club, an all Black women’s service group. Although 
no longer in existence, the club was previously active in a variety of community 
activities that included service to local hospitals and the mentoring of teenage 
girls. In 1979, Alpha Kappa Alpha sorority, first established at Howard Uni- 

versity in 1908 became the first all-Black graduate chapter of a “Greek-letter” 
sorority to be established in Honolulu. The first African American fraternity 
had been established at Cornell University in 1906. Other all-Black “Greek- 
letter” societies with chapters incorporated in Hawai‘i include: Alpha Phi 
Alpha fraternity, Delta Sigma Theta sorority, Zeta Phi Beta sorority, Phi Beta 
Sigma fraternity, and Omega Psi Phi fraternity. These fraternities and sorori- 

ties provide important social and professional networks for their members. As 
Blacks were not initially allowed to join White “Greek-letter” societies, which 
existed as an integral part of American higher education,’ the establishment of 

Black fraternities and sororities allowed Black students to create and to enjoy 
the social and professional networks necessary for the successful integration 
of graduates into those jobs for which they had been trained. 

Many members of these fraternal societies are typically leaders in their 
communities and those who belong to graduate chapters are dedicated to a 

lifelong commitment to community service. In Honolulu, graduate members 

perform a variety of community services designed to strengthen community. 
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Alpha Kappa Alpha (AKA), for example, grants college scholarships to Hawai‘i 
high school graduates. In 2003, the sorority awarded $20,000 in scholarships 

with money raised through various fund-raising projects in the community, 
including a dinner dance. Other activities undertaken locally by alumni chapters 
include mentoring young men and women of high school age, organizing an 
annual diabetes alert, sponsoring economic empowerment clinics for women, 

and feeding the homeless at the Institute for Human Services.” 

Since 1947, Whites have joined Black “Greek letter” organizations in 

academic communities at the undergraduate level.4 These White students, 

seeking membership in Black fraternities and sororities, come from urban 

neighborhoods, middle-America and even from the once segregated South. 
Some grew up surrounded by Black culture and African Americans while 
others had very little opportunity to become acquainted with Blacks before 
college. Although Whites make up only a small percentage of the member- 
ship of campus and graduate chapters, their numbers are increasing slowly. 

The local Hawai‘ chapter of AKA is integrated and has had both White 
and Pacific Island members at various times. Lorna Peck, a past president of 
AKA, has stated that there is also a noticeable increase of Hispanic members 
in undergraduate chapters at California colleges. Several young local women 
from Hawai‘i who attended college in California were noted as amongst those 
who had joined Black sororities.” According to Peck, many of these young 
women continue their affiliation by joining alumni chapters once they have 
both graduated and embarked on their careers. One White member of a West 
Coast graduate chapter stated that she joined the Delta Sigma Theta alumni 
chapter because: “They were involved in women’s rights and being associated 
with women who are doing things is really important to me.”° 

Founded in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in 1946, The Links, Inc.’ is a 

highly visible national African American women’s organization with more than 
10,000 members in 40 states and several foreign countries. The Hawai‘ichapter 

was founded in the 1980s and today sponsors African American educational 
and cultural programs on O‘ahu. In cooperation with the Honolulu Acad- 
emy of Arts, The Links, Inc. sponsors an annual “African Safari” for young 
people where art, music, storytelling and dance are presented by local Black 
talent. This presentation and sponsorship of African culture has increased the 

understanding of the Hawai‘i-African American community.® 

The Fraternal Order of Prince Hall Masons has had a lodge sponsored 
by the California Grand Lodge in Hawai‘i for a number of years, but on 


