
Familial Survivals . Rural Hawaii 

By SHIKU OGURA 

Kona, Hawaii, is an isolated coffee 

farming district with a population of 

about 5,000 Japanese. The geographic 

isolation with Mauna Loa mountain 

on the east, the Pacific Ocean on the 

west, and the wide stretches of ‘‘pa- 

hoehoe” and “a-a” lava on the north 

and south extremes, precludes active 

contacts with the outside and makes 

possible the preservation of certain 

familial practices. Kona is sometimes 

referred to as “Little Nippon” in 

Hawali. Marriages, funerals, celebra- 

tions, religious observances are prac- 

ticed similarly to those in Japan 

thirty or forty years ago. 

Marriage is still arranged with the 

usual formalities. The middleman or 
nakodo, is an important figure in the 

Kona community, for without him, 

any marriage is considered an elope- 
ment, and the couple’s parents lose 

caste in the community. The roman- 
tic conception of marriage, idealized 

in the American community, some- 

times leads the second generation to 

make their own arrangements, but 

to save the family’s “face” in the 

community, a middleman steps in as 

a matter of form. An expert middle- 

man of Kona spoke of the situation 

as follows: “Sometimes the boy and 

girl marry without the parents’ con- 

sent, or without getting a middleman, 

but I step in as a matter of formal- 

ity. In some cases, the boy’s parents 

ask me and sometimes I offer my 

services, Otherwise, the couple would 

be criticized by the people in the 

community and would be disowned by 
the parents. Thus the family rela- 

tionship is lost.” 

There are three ways of securing a 

middleman in Kona. First, the best 

friend of the family may offer his 

services; second, the boy, who has 

reached a marriageable age, may 

ask a close friend of the girl’s fam- 

ily, preferably of the same prefec- 

ture; and third, the boy’s parents 
may ask a close friend or neighbor 

of the girl’s family. The last named 

is the common practice. One middle- 

man said, “Out of fourteen couples 

whom I have matched, the boys’ pa- — 

rents have asked me to act as go- 

between in three fourths of the 

cases; and another middleman said, 

“T have already matched two couples, 

and in both cases the boys’ parents 

came to see me to act as a middle- 

man. I have done it as a personal fa- 

vor,” 
The parents ordinarily prefer early 

marriages for their children. Married 

young people are usually more steady 

than those without family responsi- 

bilities of their own. Furthermore, a 

daughter-in-law in the house is a 

great help with the daily chores. But 

the youngsters today prefer to delay 

their marriage until they have saved 

some money. One middleman said, 

“Nowadays, the youngsters prefer to 

marry late. Occasionally, the parents 

get worried over their sons and ask 

me to encourage them to get mar- 

ried.” A young man of twenty-two 

years said, “My father wants me to 

marry soon. He tells me that he mar- 

ried when he was thirty-five years 

old and now he is having a difficult 

time. financially. He wants to retire 

early and to depend upon me. But 

I don’t want to marry yet. I want to 

see more of life. I won’t marry until 

I’m thirty or thirty-five years old. 

My father tells me that if I don’t 

get married soon, I’ll fool around 
girls and drink. I want to show him 

that I can wait a little longer and 
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not get into trouble. I think he wants. 

my Wife to. help, the family, but 
when I get married, I don’t expect 

to live with him.” Another young 

man said, “I didn’t want to marry 

so early; I was planning to continue 

my education, but my parents were 

not Fin 4a “position: to: Support.) me 

through school, so I remained at home 

and worked in the coffee field. My 

mother wanted someone to stay at 

home and help her around the house 

and the field. They found a middle- 

man and arranged for my wedding. 

I had not seen the girl before.” 

The task of a middleman is not 

an easy one. It requires time, tact, 

and patience. Some friends consider 

this to be a rare honor and despite 

hard times and a busy coffee season, 

willingly offer their services. The ma- 

jority accept it as a matter of obliga- 

tion. When the time approaches for 

matchm:king, the middleman ‘takes 

the boy to the girl’s home under the 
pretense of buying some chickens or 

pigs in order to get a view of her 

home and personality. Of course, this 

is not necessary if the boy and the 

. girl are already in love or have seen 

each other before. In some cases the 

mother suspects the mission of the 

middleman and the boy. She invites 

them in and serves them tea and 

cookies. No mother consents to give 

her daughter away at the first pro- 

posal. She tactfully refuses by say- 

ing that her daughter is needed at 

home for sometime. To give a daugh- 

ter at the first call would lower the 
dignity of the family. Another mid- 

dleman reveals his method of creat- 
ing the situation. “Sometimes there 

are cases where the boy and the girl 

have never seen each other. Then I 

make an arrangement whereby the 

boy can meet the girl on her shop- 

ping trip to a store, ata ‘picnic, ‘a 

party, or a social gathering. If they 

like cach other, the other tasks are 

easy and only the parents’ approval 
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is required.” 

The middleman carries on his work 

with the greatest secrecy. Sometimes 

it takes more than a dozen calls be- 

fore the parents’ approval is secured. 

One matchmaker made twenty-seven 

calls before he secured consent. One 

matchmaker was so disheartened af- 

ter making several unsuccessful calls 

that he wanted to commit suicide. He 

said, “Somehow an agreement could 

not be reached, so I went to a cafe 

with another middleman and _ got 

terribly drunk. I came home and felt 

like cutting my stomach.” This shows 

how seriously a middleman regards 

his obligation. 

Certain principles are observed in 

matchmaking. First is a careful scru- 

tiny of the lineage or “blood.” The 

presence of leprosy or tuberculosis in 

the family kin is a serious hindrance 

to marriage. The second is a high re- 

gard for family social status in Ja- 

pan. A prison record of a relative in 

Japan is regarded as a serious obsta- 

cle to marriage. The third considera- 

tion is the character and status of the 

brothers, sisters, parents, and rela- 

tives in Hawali. Due to the difficulty 

in securing records from Japan and 

the fact that these matters can be 

easily learned from fellow villagers 

in Kona, investigation of the ‘‘koseki” 

or family registry in the ancestral 

village is rarely practised. [In the 

better families this investigation is 

still made. “When I got married, my 

girl’s parents wrote to my relatives 

in Japan and: in .Kona to fing out 

everything about me. It took over 
three months. They also wrote to 
local people to find out about me,” 

said a young man. 

Time and conditions have altered 

the qualifications for marriage. For- 

merly it was thought important that 
both bride and groom should come 

from the same ‘ken’ or prefecture in 

Japan, but now little thought is given 

.o this factor. One middleman said, 
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