
Chapter 9 

Let Us Pray: 
African Americans in 

Hawai‘i and Experiences 
of Worship 
MICHAEL STEPHENS 

God is able this morning....God stands with His arms wide open, bidding 

each and every one of us to come unto Him. Let us pray.... 

Reverend Willie T. Glynn, Jr., Pastor 

Trinity Missionary Baptist Church 

March 13, 1983 

awai i's religions are as diverse and multifaceted as its people; no 
H church, no temple, no mosque is just like another. African American 

Christian churches on the Island of Oahu find room for worshippers 
to congregate in storefronts, homes, chapels, churches, large public buildings, 

and even in tents. Although the stated mission of these Black churches is to 

reach the local people of Hawai‘i as well as the Black community, they have 
ministered primarily to the African American population, allowing them to 
worship in a manner familiar, comfortable, and different from the majority 

of other Christian churches in Hawai‘i. 

The majority of existing Black churches on O“ahu have been established 
since 1960, but as early as 1901, African Americans have worshipped and have 
hada spiritual presence in Hawai ‘i. In 1901, the Reverend James A. Henderson, 
from Montgomery, Alabama established a church and a Sunday school for the 
newly arrived Black plantation workers at Spreckelsville Plantation on Maui. A 
eraduate of Tuskegee Institute, Henderson had been well-respected pastor of 
the Mount Zion Church, near Montgomery, before coming to Hawaii. Atone 

time, President Benjamin Harrison had offered hima job asa postmaster. Only 
one year after arriving in Hawai'i to minister to the spiritual needs of those 

Blacks who had come to Maui to work the plantations, Reverend Henderson 
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| died from a stroke at the age of 49 on January 8, 1902. His funeral service 
was held at the Native Church in Wailuku and officiated by the local pastor 0 
Reverend J. Nua. Henderson was buried near the Catholic Church. According | dh 

to the Maui News, Rev. Henderson was “honest and upright in character as i 
| well as a sincere and zealous Christian. He rounded out a beautiful life, rich dl 

in the love and esteem of all who knew him.” | 

New Era Community 

Church, CHA3, Pearl 

Harbor, 1944. Pictured are 

Mrs. Lucy Hundley (right) 
and Mrs. Barfield. Photo 
courtesy of University of j 

Hawaii Archives. ) 


