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'he state Department of Health knows of more
than 200 leaking underground chemical storage
tanks throughout the state and says at least 1,000
more are expected to be discovered within two
years, a department official said yesterday.

Although the leaking chemicals ~ mostly petro-
leum produects — are contaminating Hawaii's soil
and groundwater, there is no immediate health
threat, said Bruce Anderson, the
department’s deputy dircctor for
environmental health.

No contamination has been
detected in any of the state's
drinking water sources because
most of the leaking tanks are
near the coasts, and our drink-
ing water comes from ground-
water 1n the mountains, he said.

But Hawaii's groundwater is
close to the surface, compared
to groundwater on the Main-
land, and the soil here is very
permeable, making the resource
“very vulnerable to releases from underground
tanks.”

“When any groundwater is contaminated, that
compromises the future use of that water for
drinking purposes,” .Anderson said. “Once ground-
waler is contaminated, it's practically impossible to
clean it up.”

More leaking tanks are expected to be reported
here because Hawaii's soil is more corrosive than
on the Mainland, where 25 percent of the buried
sieel tarks corrode and leak, Anderson said.

“If we have that percent lezking, 1's safe to ag-
sume we'll hear of at least a thousand more cases
over the next few years,” he saul,
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