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ChetnicalS: -uiiilergrouna tanks lealc 
FnOM PAGE ONE 

'r herc ar c 4,359 tanks at 
2,044 facilit ies registered with 
the ~t.alt!, bul Anderson said 
th ere may be many more 
th;:t are not regi stered. 

A mand ato ry registering 
progr am was phased in 011er 
the l:l.st few years, but many 
of th e older, clo 9cd tanks 
may not be r cgistcrP.d, An­
dc:-son snit.I . 

Hawaii's tanks are also 
mor e likely to leak bccauc;c 
- at an average of 18 years 
old - they're more likely to 
b<> constru cted of bare stei?l 
and with out mod ern pl'otcc· 
hon, such as leak dct 1.>ctors. 

There are "numerous ex· 
amplcs" where new landown· 
crs ha Ye d!ocovcrcd 
undrrground tanks when the 
land was developed, Ander­
son ~d . 

One such example is the 
old Aloha Motors site, where 
a convention center is being 
planned. In October 1989, pe­
troleum products were dis· 
covered in old underground 
oil storage tanks. . 

Federal law mandates that 
all contaminantion problems 
be solved before a tank is 
dosed or removed. 

Landowners are responsible 
for any underground tanks 
on their property, regardless 
of who Installed them, An-

• :-:~·~ : '1.41-~~ .-B·· ~ -~.-~---

derson said. 
"'l'hey wlll have to l.ike 

wha tever steps arc ncr.cs~:.u·y 
to corr .. --ct (any) prob lem, ::ind 
that may involve ma,;or exca­
vation or demol ition wor k," 
he said 

Cleanup can cost anywh ere 
from $60,000 to more th an $1 
m!llion, he s:iici. It would 
take about $40 million each 
of the next five y<'ars to 
clean up all of the known 
leaking tanks . 

Anderson said the health 
departm e nt currrntly doc s 
not h.,vc the staff lo conduct 
such a clc a nuµ , lmt has 
askrd the Lcgislalu re to pro· 
vidc !Ive position s for th a t 
purpo!lt), 
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