ISLANDER’S REFLECTIONS ON MAINLAND JAPANESE
ANONYMOUS

EDITORIAL NOTE

Letter-writing is one of the arts which has come into its own
in Hawaii during the war.. Thousands of Island residents, whose
pre-war mail consisted chiefly of bills and advertisements, now
carry on extensive correspondence with relatives and friends in
the service situated all over the world. Many of the supposedly
inarticulate Orientals have become surprisingly expressive
through the medium of personal letters. :

The War Research Laboratory of the University of Hawaii
has received copies of a large number of the letters exchanged by
Island residents in the services and their friends in Hawaii.
Almost every sort of topic within the interests of the writers,
from meat shortages to religious revivals, receives surprisingly
frank and unrestrained discussions in these letters despite war-
time censorships.

The interchange of letters included in this issue of Social
Process is valuable chiefly as shedding light upon certain of the
attitudes of Island citizens of Japanese ancestry. The chief topic
of discussion in the letters is the relationship between the Ha-
waiian A.J.A.’s and their mainland “cousins.” This problem fig-
ured largely in the early experience of the Island volunteers in the
famous 442nd Infantry Battalion and was a favorite topic for
“griping” in the letters home. The discussion provided in the
following letters is significant for its analytical approach and its
uninhibited expression.

Quite apart, however, from the value which the letters have
in illuminating this particular problem of human relations, they
reflect many other attitudes of Hawaiian A.J.A.’s of the more re-
flective and sophisticated type—toward “Americanism, toward
midwestern and southern hospitality, toward the war, toward
themselves and their fellow “Hawaiians.” The letters also reveal
in the Hawaiian A.J.A. a much more “Americanized” and forth-
right individual than is commonly suspected. There is, at the
same time, a recognition of continuing obstacles to full participa-
tion in American life by the A.J.A., particularly in the post-waz
world, but these difficulties are faced with confidence and cour-
age.

The principal participant in the interchange is a Univeristy
of Hawaii student who volunteered for service in the United
States Army in 1943 and who was subsequently trained in sev-
eral mainland centers along with Nisei from the Pacific Coast
states. The other correspondent is one of his former University
instructors of Caucasian ancestry. The interchange of letters is
included in Social Process chiefly as source material for an un-
derstanding of the character of Hawaii’s citizens of Japanese an-
cestry as reflected in their attitudes toward the mainland Nisei.

—Andrew W. Lind
(39)







