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The Haoles of Hawai'i may be regarded as one of the 

component ethnic groups, since, uniquely in the United 

States, they are numerically a minority, like every 

other Island group. The term haole implies sufficient 

separateness, distinctiveness, and itdentirieability to 

make it comparable with the other ethnic groups. 

"Haole" is by informal consensus the preferred term 

for "white" or "Caucasian." In official statistics 

Caucasian is used, except that the U.S. census, since 

statehood, has applied its Mainland categories, white 

and other races. There are problems connected with 

each term, Haole, Caucasian, and white. Haole today 

has connotations of “upper class" or "upper middle 

class." It may also connote "outsider" or "person who 

is not quite local." After annexation, the first U.S. 

census, in 1900, attempted simply to use its Mainland 

categories, white and colored, white when applied to 

Hawai'i, including “for the purposes of the. census, 

Hawaiians, part-Hawaiians, Caucasians, and South Sea 

Islanders," while "colored" covered Negro, Chinese, 

Japanese, and Indian. This seems to be how Caucasian, 

a term normally not used in the U.S. census and pre- 
ViOuSsiy Net used in Hawai'i, Caile to enter the popu- 
latten Statistics Of Hawai'i. It Was a term to 
separate the "white" Americans and Europeans from the 
"white" Hawaiians, part-Hawaiians, and South Sea 

Islanders. 

This usage of 1900, however, proved unsatisfactory, 
and so from 1910 on the census dropped the term white 
for Hawai'i, keeping Caucasian for persons ultimately 
of European derivation, Americans, British, Germans, 
Portuguese, Spanish, Puerto Ricans, etc. However, 
because the Portuguese, Puerto Ricans, and Spanish had 
come to Hawai'i mainly as plantation laborers and were 
by economic status and religion different from the 
people originally from northern Europe, they were 
listed as distinct groups under Caucasian, leaving 
these others to be put into the category of "other" 
Caucasians, who were the core Haole population. Even- 
tually, starting with the 1940 census, separate listing 
for the Portuguese, Spanish, and Puerto Ricans was 
dropped, leaving merely Caucasians. 
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However, in 1960, the one-year-old state was treated 
by the census like the other states. By "color" the 
population was divided into white and non-white. The 
term race "as used by the Bureau of the Census is 
drived from that which is commonly accepted by the 
general public. It does not, therefore, reflect 
clear-cut definitions of biological stock, and several 
categories obviously refer to national origin." The 
non-white races were Negro, American Indian, Japanese, 

Chinese, Filipino, Hawaiian, part-Hawaiian, Aleut, 
Eskimo, etc. In 1970 and 1980 the part-Hawaiian 
classification was dropped from the census, and all 
mixed bloods were allowed to identify themselves with 
whichever of their component ancestries they wished. 
Thus our whole mixed population, over a quarter of the 
total, disappeared into one or another of the so- 
called pure races. 

At present an accurate figure on Haole population 
is therefore difficult to determine because different 
ways of classifying and counting people racially are 
competing. When persons are allowed to classify them- 
selves, a large but unverifiable number of mixed per- 
sons choose "white," so that in 1970 the total number 
of whites was 301,000, 39.2 percent of the whole pop- 
ulation. Never had the whites been so numerous nor so 
large a proportion of the total. No other groups came 
near them, the next highest being the Japanese at not 
quite 218,000. It was predicted with enthusiasm by 
some, with dismay by others, that by the end of the 
century the whites would be in the majority—the first 
ethnic group to achieve this since the Hawaiians lost 
their numerical majority soon after 1885. 

Eventually, however, it had to be realized that, in 
the first place, between 30 percent and 40 percent of 
this white population is military, in the armed forces 
or among its dependents, and is, therefore, a tempo- 
rary part of the white population, and, in the second 
place, that by self-classification, many persons who 
were only part white, nevertheless, were identified as 
white, possibly as many as 50,000 mixed persons, part- 
Hawaiian and of other mixture. (Populatton Report, 
#9, 1977, Table 7 and Population Repor:, f11, 1979, 
Table 2 and prefatory text.) If these mixed Caucasians 
are eliminated, the pure white population is less than 
30 percent, and if the white members of the armed 
forces and their white dependents are excluded, the 
Caucasian population becomes just 21.4 percent of the 
total household population sampled by the Hawaii 
Health Surveitliance Program survey of 1977. ([0Op. ert. 
#11; ©. V2) 


