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Ydjo (lit. ‘women of play’) refers to females in Japan who from ancient times used their charms, physical attractions and entertainment talents to
serve men. The term carries a negative connotation as it frequently referred to women involved in prostitution, but depending on the period and
social context, it could also denote a class of highly talented professional courtesans whose refined artistic skills were popular in the licensed
entertainment areas called ytkaku. The yukaku constituted an integral part of Edo culture and was frequented by intellectuals, artists, and

weriters of the day. YGjomono refers to a subclass of songs from the jiuta sokyoku genre of salon ensemble music that utilizes voice, shamisen,
koto and shakuhachi; popular from the Edo period (1603-1868) to the present day.

In spite of the fame and glamour of the high-ranking courtesans, it must be kept in mind that these women were—along with their less fortunate
colleagues—basically indentured workers. Because of this historical reality, some Japanese music scholars are reluctant to discuss this aspect of
jiuta sokyoku ensemble music. Nonetheless, the ydjo mono songs bequeathed to us today are some of the most popular and beautiful songs in the
jiuta sokyoku musical repertory. This presentation will discuss a sampling of song content, along with recordings, to illustrate the various voices of
yujo women and the yukaku culture, demonstrating their agency in contributing to the Japanese culture and society.

09.04.2025 (Thursday) @ 1:30-2:30PM (HST)
() Tokioka Room (Moore Hall 319)

About the Speaker:

Christopher Yohmei Blasdel began the shakuhachi in 1972 under legendary shakuhachi master
Yamaguchi Goro, completed his MFA in ethnomusicology from Tokyo University of Arts in 1982 and
received his shihan license and performing name, Yohmei, from Yamaguchi in 1984. As a scholar and
performer, Blasdel focuses both on traditional and contemporary music. He has released several
CDs, shakuhachi reference books and has composed music for NHK documentaries and various films.
He co-organized the Boulder World Shakuhachi Festival (1998), the Sydney World Shakuhachi Festival
(2008) and was co-founder of the Prague Shakuhachi Festival. He presently lectures at University of
Hawai’i Manoa and holds a fifth-degree black belt in Aikido. His highly regarded book of translation
and explanations of Edo Period song lyrics, Jiuta Sokyoku Lyrics and Explanations—Songs of the
Floating World, was published by Routledge Press (SOAS Music Series) in 2024. He also wrote a
shakuhachi manual (The Shakuhachi, A Manual for Learning) and a semi autobiographical account of
learning Japanese music in Japan as a non-Japanese (The Single Tone—A Personal Journey into
Shakuhachi Music). Both are available on Kindle. www.yohmei.com
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