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Reagan expected to sign it
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Bill provides for H-3, DeRussy sale

By Floyd K. Takeuchi

Adcertiser Garwramant Burces

If President Reagan the

omnibus bill for continuing

, the action will

remove a major obstacle to

complation of Oahu's long-
delayed H.3 [reeway.

The president’s cxpecied ap-
proval also would allow the
federal government o sell part
of Fort DcRussy in Waikiki
Trat could allow a conventicn
cepter o be built there,

Both measures are amend-
munty to the continuing appro-
priations Inlk, which Congress
passed yesterday.

The Ariyoshi adminusiration
sand yesterday it would take
immediate sieps-to lift a court
ordér that has blocked further
construction of the rans-Koo-

lau H-3.

The H-3 amendment exempls
the f{reeway {rom all federal
environmenial laws. A 1984
federal appeals court ruling
sald @ porticn of the frecway
would violate environmental
portions of the Highway Act

“l have already asked the
state Auorncy General's Office
w begin the action necessary o
have the court injunction clear-
ed so that construction can
begin.” state Transportation
Dircctor Wayne Yamasakl said
yesterday.

He said that once this hap-
pens, Lhe state would begin
construction “immediately” on
the approximately 10 mijes re-
maining of the highway project,

"Six manths after lifting the
injunction, the state will be
rcady to advertisc another $76

)

million in

projects,” Yamasaki said. There

is S‘llﬁwfn i?n[mrﬂcmm

approp or the project.
S":mp H-) Associal

tion atterney
Boyce Brown, who has led the
fight against the freeway for 14
years, has promised to keep the
project stalled in the courts for
years,

But Yamasaki satd: “The pros
and cons of H-3 have been
argucd long cnough from the
shores of Hawali to the halls of
Congress. It's time to put the
debate 1o rest now and get on
with building the H-3. If we all
work tlogether. we can make
the H-3 the best highway in
Hawail."

The DcRussy amendment
allows the secretary of the
Army to scit 45 mauka acres of

construction

the post afler Aug. 1, 1987 —
afler giving 60 days' notice to
Congress. The current law
prohubits the sate of eny por-
tion of Fort DeRussy.

The beachfront recreation
center, the Hate Koa Hotel and
the US. Army Hawali Museum

.would remain under federal

control.

JAn initiative guestlon on the
November ballot could prevent
any development on the land
even if Congress can sell it M
voters go along, the city's
devciopment plans would be
amended to prohibit the con-
struction of either a convention
cepter or a hotel at Fort De-
Iussy.

The Fasi administration and
the Waikiki hotel Indusiry
wanl o bulld a convenlian cen-
ter on Fort DeRussy

Wayne Yemasaki
Transpartation chlef raady
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