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The first teaching of the Japanese language in Hawaii in an organized
institution is usually dated as 1896 when a Japanese language school was
established in Honolulu. In 1920, Japanese was added to the foreign language
department at the University of Hawaii, followed by the offering of Chinese
in 1922. Japanese has also been included in the curricula of a very limited
number of public and private schools other than the J apanese language
schools, either somewhat intermittently or without thorough organization.

The current picture of the various facilities of instructing the Japanese
language ‘in Hawaii may be divided into the following four major categories:
the Department of Public Instruction, the Japanese language schools, the

University of Hawaii, and the private schools and groups other than the
Japanese schools.

Japanese in the Public Schools

The teaching of Japanese in the public schools in Hawaii at the elemen-
tary level was officially started in February, 1960. The revitalized foreign
language program of the Department of Public Instruction was made possible
by the Legislature with the financial assistance from the United States
government under the National Defense Act of 1958, with Japanese as one
of the Asian languages which has been selected for instruction. Approxi-
mately 1,500 fourth grade children in fourteen schools (Oahu 6, Hawaii 4,
Kauai 4) are now studying Japanese for a period of about half an hour per
day five times a week, under the so-called traveling teacher specialists.
The classroom teachers of the children who are studying the language sit
in with the children for the first four classes of the week, and they in turn
take over the instruction on the fifth day. These classroom teachers
naturally have been selected from those who are well-versed in the language.

This language program of the Department of Public Instruction is being
conducted under a projection plan. Thatis, the traveling teacher specialists
will follow through with the present classes and handle the fifth graders
during the next school year, while the presently participating classroom
teachers themselves will take over the new fourth grade children in Septem-
ber of this year. This projection will continue so that with each new school
year there will be more children, more grades, and more teachers partici-
pating in the program. According to Dr. Erwin E. Gordon. who directs this
project, several senior high schools will also become pilot schools tor the
instruction of Japanese in September of 1960.

The Japanese Language Schools

Discussion of the history of the Japanese language schools in Hawaii
will not be attempted here except to present some pertinent statistical
figures.1 According to the annual report of the Hawai Kydikkai (The
Japanese Language School Association of Hawaii) made in May, 1940, the
total enrollment of children in the schools belonging to the association
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