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tionalism, where persons are not asked to accept a set creed 
or dogma. In war time, distressed persons would seem to be 
looking for the comfort of some absolute. Where a sect says, 
“Our church teaches the truth, and no other denomination 
does,” persons turn to such a definite set of beliefs to which 
they can cling for satisfaction and comfort. 

SOME EFFECTS OF THE WAR ON THE SUGAR 
PLANTATIONS' 

PHYLLIS YAP 

Sugar was one of the first foods to be rationed on the main: 
land, and that fact has been taken by those interested in Hawaii’s 
sugar industry as symbolical of the importance of sugar in the 
successful prosecution of the war. Furthermore, for decades past, 
Hawaii’s sugar industry has been the basis of the whole economy 
of the islands. The livelihood of a majority of Hawaii’s people 
has depended directly or indirectly on the continued functioning 
of the sugar industry. Both from the point of view of the efficient 
functioning of the American war economy and from the point 
of view of the long term economic welfare of the islands, the 
leaders of the sugar industry felt justified in maintaining pro- 
duction at the highest possible levels. : 

At the same time, the military and naval leaders of the na- 
tion have defined Hawaii's role as indispensable in the defensive 
and offensive operations of the Pacific war theater. Since Pearl 
Harbor, Hawaii is more than ever America’s greatest fortress. 
This role is for the time being paramount and has entailed many 
important and often painful adjustments on the part of the 
sugar plantations. 

The first half of the paper will deal with the more technical 
adjustments which loom particularly large in the minds of the 
technically trained managers of the industry. The second half 
will deal with the social adjustments, the human reactions of 
the people living in the plantation communities. This part is of 3 
course of peculiar interest to the sociologist. 

Hawaii’s plantations, in general, have successfully met these 
obstacles and challenges of war conditions. From quiet little 
communities they have become busy defense areas. The scene 
in our plantation fields today includes tanks and guns, as well 
as cane harvesters and tractors. Nineteen forty-two saw a decline 
in production due to a decreased supply of labor and the taking 
over of cane land by the armed forces. However, the sugar in- 
dustry for the entire territory supplied the mainland with 870,100 
tons of sugar? although Federal prediction early in the year was 

1 This article gives only a sketchy picture of the situations faced by the 
plantations due to the war. It is based chiefly upon secondary accounts 
which have thus far appeared in print, and a limited number of direct 
observations. 

2 “C. Brewer $11.59 A Share, President Spalding Reports,’’ Honolulu Adver- 
tiser, March 30, 1948, page 11, col. 7-8. 
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only 600,000 tons. The present satisfactory conditions in the 
sugar plantations are due largely to the fact that the business 
interests controlling the plantations anticipated the war emer- 
gency and made preparations accordingly.‘ 

P. E. Spalding, President of C. Brewer and Company, agents 
for fourteen of Hawaii’s thirty-eight plantations, defined the 
major problems covering the whole “gamut” of plantation opera- 
tions as supplies, production, and marketing.* 

Certain essential supplies are nuw unavailable. Hence make- 
shift materials have had to be substituted. The annual report of 
Waimanalo plantation, for instance, states that their mill smoke- 
stack was considered a flying hazard; consequently, the army 
cut it down to 63 feet. Since a forced draft fan was unavailable, 
a makeshift was used all season. The limitations on the use of 
metal materials has resulted also in difficulties with mechanical 
equipment. This situation will become increasingly serious, ac- 
cording to Mr. Spalding.’ A similar point of view is expressed 
by J. Waterhouse, President of Alexander and Baldwin, agents 
for various plantations, who argues that the shortage of both 
men and equipment will be greater in 1944.® 

Plantation supplies and harvesting equipment, such as trucks, 
tractors, and cranes, were borrowed extensively by the army. Ma- 
terials of every sort were also furnished by the plantations, from 
jute bags and structural supplies, to medical and surgical instru- 
ments.° Machine shops and blacksmith and carpenter shops were 
turned over to military uses, at times up to 80 per cent of men 
and equipment.'° Millions of gallons of water were also furnished 
to the armed services as evidenced by Ewa plantation, which 
supplied 15 million gallons in one month." Waialua plantation 
was able to save on oil because mountain water was plentiful 
enough for irrigation purposes and the steam pumping plants 
did not have to be used often.!? 

Production has been reduced due to the manpower or labor 
problem which is certainly the greatest obstacle in production. 
Plantation laborers are assisting in the construction of hundreds 
of military projects. Plantations as a whole in the first year of 
the war contributed over 400,000 man-days to the government. 
This situation was rendered more acute because prior to the war, 
manpower had been set in exact ratio to the expected produc- 
tion.'? Plantations have been seriously handicapped by those 

3 “Beacon in Hawaii,’’ Business Week, No. 698, December 12, 1942, p. 30. 
A bid: p. 82. 
© “Raising Sugar in Wartime,’’ Hawaii Farm and Home, Volume 6, No. 5, 

May, 1943, p. 6 
6 “Waimanalo Deficit Was Reduced, 1942,’ Honolulu Advertiser, March 

80, 1943, p. 11, col. §. 
7 “Raising Sugar in Wartime,’’ op.cit., p. 6. 
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11 Annual Report for Year Ending Dec. 31, 1942, Ewa Plantation Co. 
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