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on cleanup of PCB 
Safety agency calls workers' train,ing inadequate 

B,· Sandra S. Oshiro 
\,It rrti,a I 11/,111 \\ 111,, 

\a • c;:f1c1.1! c:,pcct Lo receive J 
10:1ce of a "non-serious , iolation·· 
of fedcrul occ1pat1011,1! safety and 
l·eJl~h -t.'.lnd,,rd. :,Lemming from the 
PcJrl Harbor ~h1pyarcl cleanup of 
the to~.1c chemical PCI3 

The ship.) ard wa:, rnformed of the 
prellmm.ir~ fmcilng yesterday b.) 
.J cn111fe1 \\"1ll1ams. compliance offi­
c. Lr \, 1th thL C .S. Occupational Safe­
·~. an ' Health Administration. .i 
hip., ard spoke--m.111 o:Jid. 

The \iolat on results from the 
~hip ·arU' - failure to have a written 
training plan for workers mvolvrd 
in the PCB cleanup. according to 
Lt. Cmdr. Ron ~1orse. 

• 

"\Ve arc not talking serious. as in 
health-threatening or dangerous." 
:'-torsc said of the violation. 

• Parts of the shipyard were con­
tamim1tcd last week when an clcc­
tr1cal transformer blew up. ~endin~ 
up u cloud laden with oil ,ind pol\' ­
chlormated biphenyl (PCD) O\ rr :31 

;.! 

acres. 
Twenty-five of 1.3~5 employees 

checked by the shipyard were' 
found to be suffl•ring from symp­
tom ~ consblcllt with PCB c~posurc. 

\\"1lha1m· v,~,t to the shipyard 
\\ J'i promp ted h:, ,1 complaint filed 
l.) the ~!eta! Trade Council. the 
-hipyard labor gruup. The council 
questioned "hethcr \\ orken were 
.idcquately trained .md equipped for 
the operation ,., ... 

According to Alfred Baang, coun­
L i I vice president. Williams lold 
union and shipyard officials that she 
believe-:; the protective equipment 
i;;;;ued lo workers w.is adequate, but 
information g1\ C'll 10 Lhe cleanup 
C'rews was not. 

"She (Williams) found one em­
ployee who didn't know what w.is 
going on." Baang saiu 

The council \\ as not invllcd along 
on the OSHA's Lour of the :::,hipyard. 
although it has UCCll ill the past. 
Shipyard offtci.ils considered it was 
an ovcr::ighl. :-aid B.wng. UUl he 
added: ··1 get lhc feeling that they 
didn't want u:; there because they 
didn't want u,, lo show her cC!rtain 
areas:· 

Morse said there w..i:, no .. com-

mantl direction that I am aware of 
Lo exclude the J\Ietal Trades Coun 
cil" from the lOUI'. 

Williams' findings will lie rev1e\~ 
cu by the OSHA area director anc 
regional office in San r'runcisco 
Tlw shipyurd v. 111 be given .i 

chance to re!ipond to the notice. 
PCB i:. used as c1 fire ret.aruant 

,mu ('oolant ill electrical transforn 
l:J .,. ll is known lo cause l11rth de 
fC'cts and cancers 111 animals. but IL 
.:criot1s long-term cffcrts on human 
n:111ain contro,·ersial. 

The Environmclllal Prolccuon 
Agency has banned its use in clec­
l1ical transformers made after 1978 
Old transformers containing PCU 
rnust IJ,: LJken otll of service b\ 
IUtlO. 


