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Navy Ia

f lted on cleanup of PCB

Safety agency calls workers’ training inadequate

Bv Sandra S. Oshiro

Vlvertiver T abur Wetter

Navy officials expect Lo receive a
notce of a “non-serious violation”
of federal occupational safety and
kealth standords stemming from the
Pearl Harbor shipyard cleanup of
the toxie chemical PCB.

The shipyard was informed of the
preliminary finding yesterday by
Jennifer Wilhiams, compliance offi-
cer with the U.S. Occupational Safe-
=+ and Health Administration. a
-hipyard spokesman said,

The wviolation results from the
shipvaril's failure to have a writlen
training plan for workers involved
in the PCB cleanup. according to
Lt. Cmdr. Ron Morse.

-

“We are not talking serious. 4s 1n
heaith-threatening or dangerous.”
Morse said of the violation.

Parts of the shipyard were con-
taminated last week when an clec-
trical transformer blew up. sending
up a cloud laden with oil and poly-
chlorinated biphenyl (PCB) over 32
acres.

Twenty-five of 1.325 employvees
checked by the shipyard were
found to be suffering from symp-
toms consistent with PCEB exposure.

Williams' wvisit lo the shipyard
was prompled by a complaint filed
by the Metal Trades Council, the
shipyard labor group. The council
questioned whether workers were
adequately trained and equipped for
the operation.
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According to Alfred Baang, coun-
cil vice president, Williams told
union and shipyard officials that she
helieves Lthe proteclive equipment
isstred 1o warkers was adequate, but
information given to Lthe cleanup
crews was not.

“she (Williams) found one em-
plovec who didn't know what was
going on,"” Baang sad.

The council was nol invited along
un the OSHA's tour of the shipyard,
although it has been in the pasl
Shipyard officials considered it was
an oversight, said Baang. But he
added: “I get Lhe feeling that they
didn't wunt us there because they
didn't want us to show her certain
areas.”

Morse said Lhere was no “com-

mand direction that [ am aware of
lo exclude Lthe Metal Trades Coun-
¢il” from the tour.

Williams' findings will be review-
ed by the OSHA area director anc
regional office in San Francisco
The shipyard will be given o
chance to respond to the notice.

PCB is used as a fire relardant
and coolant in electrical transforni-
cra. 1L s known to cause birth de-
feets und cancers in animals, but it-
serious long-term effects on human-
remain controversial.

The Environmental Protection
Agency has banned its use in elec-
trical transformers made after 1979
Old transformers containing PCD
must be taken oul of service by
1990,



