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because of indebtedness accumulated over the years 
with the loss of sugar prices. And some of them are 
just waiting and hoping for a good year like 1974, 
when the price of sugar was at its peak. Young people 
with welding and mechanical skills are finding stable 
jobs on the plantations. Many times, the benefits 
offered by the plantations are better than in other 
businesses. With better management and deeper con- 
sideration for their workers, plantations in Fawaii 
can flourish for many years to come. 

COUNTING INCHES BY CENTIMETERS: 

WHY HAWAIIAN CHILDREN DON'T MEASURE UP 

Stacy Plunkett 

[...This paper explores] the hypothesis that 
Hawaiian children underachieve in school (and ulti- 
mately, in life) because they have become foreigners 
to the school environment. Studies show that Hawai- 
ians, as a group, have the poorest academic records 
in the state (Kubany, 1971:16); that one out of two 
Hawaiian children have problems in reading, writing 
and arithmetic (Werner, Bierman and French, 1971:113); 
that Hawaiian children have lower mean scores on 
Standardized tests, and have more achievement and/or 
behavior problems than do Caucasian and Japanese 
children (Werner, Bierman and French, 1971:135-136); 
that Hawaiian enrollment in four-year liberal arts 
colleges is significantly lower in proportion to 
other ethnic groups (McNassor and Hongo, 1972:3-4); 
and that [many people], including Hawaiians [believe] 
thae: 

Hawaiian youth are the most poorly educated, least well- 
off economically, have the least ambition, are ineffective 
politically, contribute the fewest community leaders, and 
hold the most unskilled jobs when compared with Japanese, 
Caucasian, Filipinos, Portuguese, Chinese and Koreans. 
(McNassor and Hongo, 1972:5) 

Despite the staggering statistics, the popular 
notion that Hawaiians are "culturally deprived" or 
"culturally deficient" is certainly not true (Galli- 
more, 1969:30). One study revealed that "this seems 
to suggest a lack of achievement motivation rather 
than a lack of ability" (Werner, Bierman and French, 
i971:121). This lack of achievement motivation, a 
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direct result of Hawaiians' feeling of alienation in 
the school environment, will be explored, as well as 
its causes and possible solution. 

It should be noted here that this inquiry in no 
way intends to reflect the attitude of an adamant, 
accusatory activist. Rather, it has been researched 
and written from the viewpoint of a part-Hawaiian who 
has gone beyond the common image of a "Dumb Hawaiian," 
yet still feels its effects. For example, in a fresh- 
man world history class at this university, I was 
known as "The Hawaiian Girl" because I was the only 
person of Hawaiian ancestry in the class, the remain- 
der being Caucasian and/or Oriental, including the 
instructor. At my place of employment, again, I am 
the only part-Hawaiian. This tends to reinforce the 
stereotype of Hawaiians being outside of the world of 
education and employment.... 

-.. Community values and customs also affect Hawai- 
ian underachievement. One reason behind this is a 
difference in cultural values among ethnic groups in 
Hawaii. Hawaiians value independence and freedom, 
and warm, everlasting ties. The joys of today take 
precedence over planning for a vague, dubious future 
(McNassor and Hongo, 1972:1). Most Hawaiians will 
choose to honor a commitment to a friend, provide aid 
to another person, seek out situations of good fellow- 
ship, and so forth, before they will choose personal 
economic gain (Gallimore, 1968:10). Many Caucasians 
and Orientals, on the other hand, see these priorities 
in reverse. They value status and material wealth 
above satisfactory relationships. This is not to say 
that either is good or bad, right or wrong. it 
simply illustrates the existence of a difference in 

cultural values. 

Another reason for Hawaiian underachievement is a 
difference among ethnic groups as to what gains ad- 
miration and respect, compounded by a fear of alien- 
ation. A person's status or material wealth is not 
nearly as important as his or her congeniality. 
Hawaiians value personal relationships to such an 
extent that they hesitate to do or say anything that 
would endanger these relationships. If a person has 
status, he or she must remain humble. [If not, the 
person risks alienation. Anyone who seeks distinction 
by recounting accomplishments and acquisitions is 
liable of being accused of pretentiousness. Those 

who seek the spotlight will invariably become alien- 

ated from the group. The objective, therefore, is 

to minimize personal gain in order to maximize inter- 

personal harmony and satisfaction. Taking this into 


