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because of indebtedness accumulated over the years
with the loss of sugar prices. And some of them are
just waiting and hoping for a good year like 1974,
when the price of sugar was at its peak. Young people
with welding and mechanical skills are finding stable
jobs on the plantations. Many times, the benefits
offered by the plantations are better than in other
businesses. With better management and deeper con-
sideration for their workers, plantations in Fawaii
can flourish for many years to come.

COUNTING INCHES BY CENTIMETERS:
WHY HAWAIIAN CHILDREN DON'T MEASURE UP

Stacy Plunkett

[...This paper explores] the hypothesis that
Hawaiian children underachieve in school (and ulti-
mately, in life) because they have become foreigners
to the school environment. Studies show that Hawai-
ians, as a group, have the poorest academic records
in the state (Kubany, 1971:16); that one out of two
Hawaiian children have problems in reading, writing
and arithmetic (Werner, Bierman and French, 1971:113);
that Hawaiian children have lower mean scores on
standardized tests, and have more achievement and/or
behavior problems than do Caucasian and Japanese
children (Werner, Bierman and French, 1971:135-136);
that Hawaiian enrollment in four-year liberal arts
colleges is significantly lower in proportion to
other ethnic groups (McNassor and Hongo, 1972:3-4);
and that [many peoplel, including Hawaiians [believe]
thote

Hawaiian youth are the most poorly educated, least well-
off economically, have the least ambition, are ineffective
politically, contribute the fewest community leaders, and
hold the most unskilled jobs when compared with Japanese,
Caucasian, Filipinos, Portuguese, Chinese and Koreans.
(McNassor and Hongo, 1972:5)

Despite the staggering statistics, the popular
notion that Hawaiians are "culturally deprived" or
"culturally deficient" is certainly not true (Galli-
more, 1969:30). One study revealed that "this seems
to suggest a lack of achievement motivation rather
than a lack of ability" (Werner, Bierman and French,
1971:121). This lack of achievement motivation, a







