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Linguistic and Socio-Demographic Factors
Influencing the Acceptance of Hebrew
Neologisms - Yaffa AlIony-Fainberg, Haifa

University, Haifa, Israel, 1977.

In Memoriam - Eugen Wüster

On March 29, 1977, Prof. Eugen Wüster, scien-
tific director of Infoterm passed away. Although in-
terested in many disciplines, language planners will
remember him for his work in terminology, classifi-
cation and documentation. In particular, Prof.
Wüster felt that professional communication could
only be improved if technical terminology were de-
veloped as an adequate instrument. For this pur-
pose he considered it necessary that (1) internation-
ally standardized principles for terminology work be
elaborated, (2) an international center for the coor-
dination of terminology work and terminological
documentation be established and (3) for purposes
of research and teaching at universities that a gen-
eral theory of terminology be developed as a special
branch of applied linguistics. On the instigation of
the Soviet Union, Prof. Wüster's book International
Standardization of Technical Terminology,
published in 1931, served as the impetus for the
establishment of the Technical committee 37 "Ter-
minology" within the International Standards As-
sociation (ISA). After World War II, and upon Prof.
Wüster's instigation Technical Committee TC 37
"Terminology" (principles and coordination) of the
International Organization for Standardization (ISO)
was established in 1951 continuing the tasks set
forth for ISA 37.

In order to prove the applicability of these ter-
minological and lexicographical principles and to
gain experience Prof. Wüster elaborated a dictio-
nary entitled The Machine Tool. The dictionary,
whichappeared in 1968, wasto serve as a model for
future multilingual dictionaries. Another matter of
great concern to Prof. Wüster wasthe dissemination
of standardized terminologies. His Bibliography of
Monolingual Scientific and Technical Glossaries.
Volume I National Standards, a collection of stan-
dardized vocabularies, was published by Unesco in
1955. Prof. Wüster wastheguiding force behind the
establishment of Infoterni (the International Infor-
mation Centre for Terminology) and until his death
functioned as its honorary scientific director.

Perhaps Wüster's highest contribution to lan-
guage planning is embodied in the elaboration of a
"General Theory of Terminology" as an interdisci-
plinary field of linguistics, logic, ontology, infor-
mation sciences and subject fields. Not well-known
outside the European sphere of language planning,
Prof. WOster has left an immense legacy which will
only begin to be appreciated as more and more
countries struggle with problems of technical ter-
minology.
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This dissertation is an attempt to evaluate some

language planning products in Israel. In particular, it
examined 25 terms published by the Academyof the
Hebrew Language, the official language planning
agency, in the years 1972-74 with respect to know-

ledge, usage and attitudes toward these terms by a

sample of respondents. Five linguistic qualities
were defined: (1) length of pronunciation time, (2)
time of creation (before or after the establishment of
the State), (3) register, (4) degree of semantic load-

ing on the root, and (5) number of verbal conjuga-
tions formed from the root. Asample of 300 respon-
dents was drawn from a middle-class suburb in Is-
rael, thought to be typical of the middle-class. The
results indicate that demographic qualities were

clearly related to the acceptance of the neologisms.
Younger people were more open to novelty, more
aware of neologisms, and knew and used more

neologisms. Females knew more neologisms than
males. People with more education knew and used
more neologisms than people with less education.
All subgroups claimed to be aware of many more
words than they claimed to know, and claimed to
know more than they could identify. As to linguistic
qualities, the study suggests that length of

neologism does not affect acceptance. Newer
words were more widely accepted than older ones.
The studyalso showed that there may be an optimal
number of meanings associated with the root. With
up to 5 meanings there was a rise in acceptance, but
from 6 to 9 meanings there was a slight decrease.

Acceptance dropped precipitously when the
number of meanings reached 10 or more. A similar
phenomenon was observed with the number of verb

conjugations built on a root, as terms whose roots

appear in more conjugations were accepted less
than terms whose roots appear in fewer conjuga-
tions.

Towards an Integrated Theory of Language
Planning (With Special Emphasis on Africa)- C.J.
Emeka Okonkwo, SUNY, Buffalo, N.Y.

This is a recent doctoral dissertation. The major
chapters include a selective survey of current trends
and tendencies in language planning and explores
some of the issues and problems that have preoc-
cupied LP scholars, a presentation of the impor-
tance of functional analysis in LP, a discussion of
language decision making exemplified by principles
of such decision making in sub-Saharan Africa, and
an exploration of the implementation of language
decisions again using illustrations from sub-
Saharan Africa.

The Standardization of American English -
Andres Gallardo, Dept. of Linguistics, SUNY,
Buffalo, N.Y.

This dissertation is in the process of being re-
searched. Mr. Gallardo will examine the process of
standardization of American English using the tradi-
tion of the Prague School which was updated and 41refined by Paul Garvin. Plans to look at the processthroughout the periods of the 19th and 20th cen-tu ries.
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