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Students with Semester at Sea enjoy a drink of sake in Vietnam, where U.S.

Semester at Sea offers
‘sampling’ of cultures

By Jessica Yeh
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

For some college students,
attending school in Hawai'‘i fulfills
any travel or cultural diversification
requirements they may have. For
others,though, beingstuckonatiny
island limits their ability to expand
their global and cultural horizons.

Currently, the University of
Hawai‘i system offers a variety
of countries and programs for stu-
dents to visit via the Study Abroad
program. A suitable program for
students who'd like to visit more
than one country, and who pos-
sess a good pair of sea legs, is the
Semester at Sea program.

Shanna Belknap, a 21 year-old
marine biology major, partook in
the Summer 2006 voyage. The pro-
gram name leaveslittle to theimag-
ination — it is, in fact, a semester or
summerspentonavessellikenedto
a cruise ship. Belknap’s two-month
voyage began in Encinitas, CA
and went from Mexico to Hawai'i,
then through Taiwan, Singapore,
Malaysia, Vietnam, Hong Kong,
South Korea, ended in Japan and
came back to San Diego.

When asked if it was difficult
adjusting to life at sea, Belknap
said, “For the first day or two, a lot
of people got pretty seasick.”

The longest time at sea was
11 days, in between Hawai‘i and
Taiwan. When sailing east, it was
hard to adjust to the time differ-
ence and students had 25-hour
days. Coming back, they had 23-
hour days.

In each country, students had
time outside of class to explore
and shop in the “hot and humid”
weather. The program offered stu-
dentschancestoexploreeachcoun-
try with a tour quide at additional

cost. However, Belknap preferred to
ventureon herownorwith friendsin
order to have a“less-touristy” expe-
rience, butshefeltthatthere was still
not enough time allotted to do so.

For the most part, Belknap
described her experience as worth-
while. She said her favorite country
was Japan, because she did a home-
stay and rather than being a tourist.
Belknap said she “felt as if she was
involved in the family.”

Another highlight includ-
ed going to an orphanage in
Vietnam, and getting to spend
time with the kids.

“Ninety-five percent of them
had cerebral palsy,” Belknap said,
“so it was a reality check for some
Americans, who seemingly lived in
a bubble”

According to the Semester at
Sea’s official Web site, the cur-
riculum is academically sponsored
by the University of Virginia, and
“will give you insights into various
cultures and societies and teach
students to analyze observations
and encounters.”

One global studies course is
required, and 40 diverse courses
ranging from fine arts to business
and communication are offered in
the summer. The program focuses
on the complexity, dynamics and
interdependence of world systems.

Students had class six days a
week — and sometimes on Sundays.
One of Belknap's complaints was
that she'd rather spend time explor-
ing than study or do essays for three
classes.

Other aspects of the voyage
were less tedious. As the only UH
student, Belknap was able to meet
and connect with a lot of people. In
betweenarigorouscourseschedule,

See Cultures, page 2

Rail

opponents speak

out on public television

UH prof says
elevated highways a
better alternative

By Nathan Serota
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

Even before the Honolulu City
Councilapprovedabilltoconstruct
an elevated mass transit system on
the south shore of O'ahu on Dec.
22, the bill was met with doubt
and skepticism by many, including
University of Hawai’i at Manoa
civil and environmental engineer-
ing professor Panos Prevedouros.

Though the bill received a 7-
to-2 vote from the council, with
enthusiastic support from Mayor
Mufi Hannemann, several undeni-
able concerns have been raised
as to whether the new mass tran-
sit system would alleviate Oahu’s
traffic conundrum.

The 28-mile-long fixed tran-
sit system would connect West
Kapolei with UHM, including a leg
into Waikiki, and cost roughly $4.6
billion.The proposed price tag was
the minimum estimateforthetran-
sit system and will be funded by a
general tax increase.

One crucial factor of this bill
is that important decisions con-
cerning the system’s exact route
and whether the system will use
rail trains or buses are left at the

discretion of Mayor Hannemann.
To clarify the likely outcome of
one of those decisions, the mayor
has expressed his support for the
rail system on several occasions.

But many opponents of the
bill have argued that an elevated
bus system would be more effec-
tive at accomplishing the goal of
improving traffic conditions. One
of those people is Prevedouros,
who expressed his concerns about
the bill on “Island Insights,” a PBS
show that aired last Monday at
7:30 p.m.

At the beginning of the show,
Prevedourosexplainedhowanele-
vated highway for buses provides
morebenefitstodriversasopposed
to a fixed railway. According to
Prevedouros, the highway would
likely consist of two lanes — one for
uninhibited bus usage and one for
carpooling — a design that allows
high-capacity vehicles to bypass
normal roadways while relieving
streets of sluggish bus traffic.

“Buses by far and wide are
much cheaperandmuch moreflex-
ible,” Prevedouros said.

In addition, Prevedouros
argued that this elevated highway
would effectivelyintegrateintothe
city’s award-winning bus system,
building itself on the success of
current public transportation.

“We should build on our
success to have success,”
Prevedouros said.

According to statistics pre-
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Elevated highways,
such as the Tampa
Expressway in
Florida, could have
been a viable alter-
native to the city's
rail transit system,
according to UH
engineering professor
Panos Prevedouros.
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sented by Prevedouros, from the
national Censusreport“Commuting
in America IlI” of 2006, rail sys-
tems have proventobeinfamously
unsuccessfulinothermetropolitan
areas across the nation, with only
2.01 percent of metropolitan citi-
zens utilizing the rail transporta-
tion on average.

Prevedouros added that a rail
system is not an effective way of
solving Oahu’s worsening traffic
conditions.

“We need to find a solution
that really works,” Prevedouros
said,"and a solution thataddresses
our true problem, which is traf-
fic congestion, and rail does not
address traffic congestion.”

Evidence presented by Cliff
Slater, chair of honolulutraffic.com
who also appeared on the show,
supported Prevedouros’ claims.
According to statistics gathered
by the City & County of Honolulu,
current railway initiatives will
keep highway capacity the same
until 2030, while the number of
vehicles per hour on the highways
will increase by 41 percent.

Although there is a surplus of
opponents and evidence to refute
the success of the proposed tran-
sit systems, Slater added that the
realization of this bill is not immi-
nent.

“They're trying to make this
appear like it's a done deal,” Slater
said, “but it's got a long way to go.”
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The boat cabins
are similar to
hotel rooms.
Their ammenities
included weight
rooms, barber-
shops, spas, pools
and bars.
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students were able to go to socials
and have a two-drink per hour maxi-
mum (drinking age is non-applicable
overseas), which was kept track of

via raffle tickets. Belknap did note
that in order to attend socials, it felt
like you had to sacrifice “study time,’
whichwasneededtokeepupwithher
coursework.

Boat amenities were akin to a
hotelandincludedaweightroom,bar-
bershop, spa, pool and bar. Students
hadstewardswhocleanedtheirroom,
made their bed, folded their laundry
and cleaned their bathrooms. Food

was also included in the trip cost
and was buffet-style, so students
were never left hungry.

Overall, Belknap said her
experiences were “Eye-open-
ing and overwhelming, but well
worth the price, [though] I had to
pay for it”

When asked if she would
recommend the program again,
Belknap said, “Yes, but Id only
recommend it for those who want
a ‘taste’ of each country, since
you're only spending three to five
days in each.”

In the fall semester, stu-
dents are allotted more time per
country, and are able to get a
more global experience and visit
Africa and Egypt, rather than just
Southeast Asia.

Applications are recom-
mended 12 months prior to pro-
gram commencements and the
program is costly compared to
UH tuition, but scholarships and
aid are available. For more infor-
mation on Semester at Sea, visit
http://www.semesteratsea.com,
or visit the Study Abroad Center
in Moore Hall.

UH spokesman
Jim Manke to retire

By Tracy Chan
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

James Manke has served as the
official voice of the University of
Hawai'‘i at Manoa to both the com-
munity and the student body for 13
years, but after hundreds of press
releases and media statements, the
UH Manoa spokesman and director
of communications has cut down to
part-time status and is preparing for
retirement.

“I've never really thought of my
working years as a career, Manke
said, “just a bunch of interesting and
funjobsthathappenedtocomealong
one after the other”

Manke, whose career at UHM
started in 1994, is a graduate of
‘lolani and UHM, where he focused
on broadcasting. As soon as he got
out of college, Manke worked for
KHVH TV and Radio, now known as
KITV. Before working at UH, he held
anumber of publicand private sector
communications jobs in Micronesia,
Washington, D.C., the state capitol
and KGMB TV.

When Manke came to work at
UH, he concentrated on improving
communicationbetweenthecollege
andthe mediabecause manytimes,
he said, there were complaints that
all the news coming from UHM was
bad news.

“The ‘spokesman’
to the bad news,” Manke said.
have enjoyed the challenges, there is
always something going on here.”

Andchallengestherehavebeen.

Manke has covered it all, from
the controversial tuition hikes in
the 1990s to the crisis moments:
major fires that closed down parts
of campus in 1997 and 2000, and
most recently at the lab school in
2006, the Oct. 15 earthquake and
the flash flood in 2004 that sent
a four-foot wall of water surging
through the campus.
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“Those kinds of things are
extremely unfortunate,” he said, “but
the highlights have to be the suc-
cesses of our students and faculty.”

Since Manke started, UHM'’s
mediaimagehasimproved, butmore
importantly,two-waycommunication
between the college administration
andbothstudentsandthecommunity
has vastly improved.

With something in the media
about UHM almost every day, part
of Manke’s job is to ensure that
it's accurate. When the chancellor’s
office was re-established at UHM,
Manke moved to Hawai‘i Hall, in the
center of campus.

“It was so different from
Bachman Hall, where the president’s
office is,” he said. “It's surrounded by
students — and that is, after all, why
we are here”

Manke said that one of the
big pluses for him over the years
has been working with student
journalists.

Manke’s son is a student in
the Academy for Creative Media
on campus, and his daughter is a
University of Washington gradu-
ate. Both of his children went to
Kamehameha Schools.

“To tell the truth, | have been
‘married’ to whatever job | have
had all through my working career,
Manke said about theincreasein free
timethat hascome with his part-time
status. “So | have not really picked
up much in the way of a hobby or lei-
sure-time activities. | guess it’s time
to discover some of that.”

Manke’s work is not over yet,
though. There is still a lot of work to
bedonefortheupcomingCentennial
Celebration, and he will continue to
work with the chancellor’s office to
improve marketing and community
relationsstrategies. Gregg Takayama,
the spokesman for the John Burns
School of Medicine, will be taking
over some of his duties.

Even after being UHM'’s spokes-
man for so long, Manke is reluctant
to draw attention to himself.

“There are many more people
at the University who have been
here many more years than | have,
he said. “They contribute incredible
amountsoftime, talentand energyto
the core missions of the institution:
teaching, research and service to the
community.”

“My role here [is] to make sure
thatthe communityrecognizesthose
efforts; to bring attention to all of the
greatthingshappeninghereandwhat
the University does for the state and
the region.”
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By Casey Ishitani
Ka Leo Comics Editor

Satar Jabar. He passes the
viewer’seyesforjustasecond dur-
ingaprocessingcampsequencein
“Children of Men,” with his arms
outstretched and a black bag over
his head. Or at least a repetition
of the infamous Abu Ghraid pris-
oner siphons past the frame, out
of focus, but still noticeable to a
highly conscious and politically
depressed audience.

That image, a reminder of over-
whelming cruelty and, as Pope John
Paul Il called it, the “defeat for human-
ity” is just one of many hopeless
instances in director Alfonso Cuarén’s
jarring and undeniably entertaining
new “dystopic” film (based on PD.
James’ novel), which at times seems
like an odd mixture of “1984" with
“Saving Private Ryan!”

Set in 2027, “Children of Men”
opens with mournful broadcast news
regarding the death of the world’s
youngest person, 18-year-old Baby
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A brave new °

Diego. Ever since his birth, women the
world over have not been able to con-
ceive, and it seems all of humanity will
disappearwithinthenextfewdecades.

The nihilistic protagonist, Theo
(Clive Owen), brushes the bad news of
humanity’s last hope aside to spike his
drinkwhenabomb obliterates the cof-
fee bar he just exited, leaving the survi-
vors to carry out their own limbs. Theo
is later kidnapped by “The Fishes”
- who are in between social activism
and terrorism - and is introduced to a
young girl named Kee (Claire-Hope
Ashitey),whoiseightmonthspregnant
and must be brought to a group of sci-
entists who can hopefully cure world-
wide infertility. Theo's job, essentially,
is to save the world.

Having set the viewer up with
that delightful scenario, Cuarén then
introduces the audience to a string
of colorful details that help to subtly
highlight a mad world that remains
strangely familiar. Theo wakes up to
TV commercials reminiscent of post-
9/11 propaganda (completewithanall
too disturbing shot of New York being

Clive Owen po‘itrays Theo in the “Children of Men,” a movie about a dysto-~
pia where humqns are unable to produce children.

consumed by amushroom cloud) that
advertise Britain's superiority over
othercountries,inthattheislandnation
wasgeographicallyisolated by thevar-
iousnuclearwarsthathavedevastated
virtually every continent.

A drug, Quietus, has a similar ad
campaign to anti-depressants, even if
it is a suicide pill (leading to a hilari-
ous discussion over the legalization
of marijuana). References are made to
Pink Floyd’s album, “Animals,” and
the soundtrack is littered with cuts
from the past (Deep Purple) and pres-
ent (Jarvis Cocker), all of which reflect
some kind of societal decay.

The details of such a decay are
visually brought to life with color-
muted, handheld urgency by master
cinematographer Emmanuel Lubezki
(“Sleepy Hollow,” “The Birdcage”),
includingabreathtakingsequenceshot
in the cabin of a car and a birthing
sequence that has either the best CGI
or the best practical makeup effects
ever made. Another tracking shot lasts
foralmost 10 minutes, which is techni-
callyimpossible, but somehow the cut

is seamless, as are most of the visual
effects throughout the film. Dystopia
has never looked this realistic since the
advent of Czech and Russian cinema.

Which is not to say that“Children
of Men" is a cold, Aldous Huxley-like
satire. In fact, the film has gracious
warmth in its two central characters.
Owen gives Theo the right amount of
realistic heroism, shifting from cynical
curmudgeontodevotedprotectorwith
inspiring naturalism. Ashitey plays Kee
not as a naive Virgin Mary, but as a
pluckyandworldlyyoungwomanwho
comes off as a strong heroine, a stark
contrasttoalot of the sexual trappings
and pedestals female characters are
held to in science fiction.

Of the supporting cast, which
includes some of the best actors
around, Chiwetel Ejiofor gives a
chilling zeal to his role as a revolu-
tionary, Julianne Moore plays her
usual ardent selfand the usually gruff
Pam Ferris plays against type as the
very maternal Miriam, who watches
over the health of Kee.

But the real scene-stealer is

Drave New World

Michael Caine as Jasper — a former
cartoonist and pot dealer. From his
hilarious ruminations on UFOs to his
speeches on faith, Caine gives a glee-
fully rebellious performance that goes
just shy of hysterical, then pulls back
into the realm of the truly heartfelt. Itis
alsoin Caine’s Jasper thatthe audience
sees what true hope and true sacrifice
canlook like, no matter what the presi-
dent thinks sending 20,000 of other
peoples’ children to die might be.

Then again, for an American
audiencebred onBen Stillercomedies
and banal, racially insulting melodra-
mas about college breakdancers, will
a film like “Children of Men” matter?
Sure, it rings true and hyper-realistic,
but does an audience want a film that
takesatoughstandagainsttheeroding
of the very facets that keep their spe-
cies alive? Perhaps, like Kee, Cuardn’s
little epic is one of the few fertile ves-
sels for hope in a varyingly grotesque
and barren field of cinematic trash. As
he did with “Y Tu Mama Tambien,’
Cuardn takes what might have been
rubbish and builds ideas.
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A counter-centennial call to action

The Centennial Pride that the
University seeks to share here today is
spoiled by the threat that it will establish
a military research center. Today, when
the Manoa campus begins to Celebrate
Its Present and Create Our Future, we
call on President McClain and the U.S.
Navy toabandontheir plans to establish
at UH a University Affiliated Research
Center.

This University Affiliated Research
Center should be abandoned because
it destroys the core value for which the
Manoa campus was established — to be
an arena for the free flow of ideas essen-
tial for creating knowledge and dissemi-
nating it to students, other scholars and
thepublic.Navytaskordersandcongres-
sionally mandated earmarked funding
(i.e. “military pork”), rather than faculty
proposals, dictate the research agenda.
Unclassified research results must be
sent to Navy censors, who determine
whetheritis“sensitiveandinappropriate
for disclosure regardless of medium,’
according to the proposed UH-Navy
contract. Research is not shared with
students,norsubjectedtothepeerreview

thatreduces errorand enhances quality.

This Navy research center should
be abandoned because it destroys the
Manoa campus - sitting on ceded lands
- as the “Hawaiian place of learning”
that it promises to be in its strategic
plan. The Kuali'i Council, representing
Hawaiians and Hawaiian-serving pro-
gramsatManoa, have strongly opposed
establishing this Navy research center
because of the US. military’s devas-
tating impacts on Hawaiian lands and
culture.

This research center should be
abandoned because it goes against the
clear opposition of the Manoa chancel-
lor, the Manoa Faculty Senate, Manoa'’s
undergraduate studentassociationand
hundreds of citizens on campus and in
the community.

Demand that President McClain
stop UARC!

Contacthimat956-8207, mcclain@
hawaii.edu or fax 956-5286.

Bev Keever, on behalf of the Save UH Stop
UARC coalition
Journalism Professor

Editorial

“ SOME

SAY 1T'S BOTTOMLESS, BUT IF YOU WANT MY OPINION, WE JUST HAVENT
DUMPED ENOUGH OF YOU FELLAS INTO FILLITUPYET,"

L

ILLUSTRATION PROVIDED BY MCT CAMPUS

The illusive impeachment: how
President Bush is staying in office

By Michael Willemborg
Ka Leo Contributing Writer

The presidency of George W.
Bush (irrespective of its future suc-
cesses or failures) is likely to be ranked
among the most significant tenures
in the last 50 years. From guiding the
nation through one ofitsdarkesthours
tomountingoneofthemostsuccessful
military campaigns ever (in removing
theTaliban), the effects of his decisions
bothathomeandabroadaresuretobe
felt far into the future.

However, it has often been the
case that his bold initiatives and far-
reaching goals have met with scorn,
bothfromDemocratsandRepublicans,
liberals and conservatives. One need
only think of the No Child Left Behind
Act, the prescription drug benefit and
his policy for dealing with illegal immi-

Ka Leo 0 Hawai'i welcomes
letters to the editor on any subject.
Letters are given priority on the basis
of importance to the University of
Hawai'i at Manoa system and its sur-
rounding communities.

All letters must be accompanied
by the author’s true name, e-mail
address and daytime telephone num-
ber. Letters should address a single
subject and should be no longer than
500 words. Letters of any length are
subject to trimming and editing.
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gration. Indeed, the 2006 mid-term
elections suggest that the Republican
defeat came at the hands of both a
DemocraticParty united behinditsani-
mus for the president and a depressed
conservative turnout disenchanted by
the same.

Yet, it can scarcely be questioned
that the largest monkey on the back
of the chief executive has been the
U.S. incursion in Iraq. Continued fail-
ures, coupled with a hostile media,
havefueledthecriesofthose opposed
to the war effort, and have driven
the president’s approval ratings to a
dismal 35 percent. Given the cur-
rent penchant for political theatrics,
it may be asked why the prospect of
impeachmentisnotloominglargeron
the national horizon.

First, it ought to be noted that
there has been speculation that John

All letters and articles submitted
to Ka Leo 0 Hawai'i may be published
or distributed in print, online and
other forms.

E-mail: editorials@kaleo.org
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Conyers (D-Michigan), chairman of
the House Judiciary Committee, might
introduce various articles of impeach-
ment (at one point citing 26 differ-
ent possibilities), though Speaker of
the House Nancy Pelosi and Senate
Majority Leader Harry Reid quickly
movedtoquashthatidea.Thequestion
is, why?

The most obvious reason is
that they lack the votes necessary to
impeach the president. Though the
makeup of the House is now 233-202
in favor of the Democrats, 44 of those
members are part of the “Blue Dog
Coalition,” a caucus known for its ten-
dencytobuckthe partyleadershipand
side with conservatives and moderate
Republicans on a variety of issues. If
just half of them vote as Republicans
can be expected to on the issue of
impeachment,themotionwouldfailby
a vote of 224 to 211.

Thesecondand perhapslessobvi-
ous reason is that, despite whatever
support theidea ofimpeachment may
have fromwithinthe Democratic Party,
such proceedings tend to do more to
alienatetheelectoratethantoengender
their support. As a case in point, one
may recall the mid-term elections of
1998, that happened to coincide with
theheightoftheimpeachmenttroubles
facing former President Clinton. A poll
conductedonAug.17,1998,foundthat
69 percent of Americans disapproved.

This attitude was then reflected
in the elections of that year. Though
Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich
had predicted Republicanswould gain
30 seats (about the average for the
opposing party in the sixth year of a
president’s term), public disgust with
the impeachment caused Democrats
to gain six seats in the House, while
losing none in the Senate. Arguably
then, if Republicans had decided to
forego the impeachment of President
Clinton (all other things being equal),
they would have narrowly maintained
control of Congress in 2006.

Thus, Democratic reticence in
attempting toimpeach President Bush
may be due moreto the politicalfallout
likely to result from doing so (and thus,
their chances in the 2008 elections)
than anything else.
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By Casey Ishitani
Ka Leo Comics Editor

| have a little poser for you,
dear reader. Who said this about
stem-cell research? “Even the
most noble ends do not justi-
fy any means ... | also believe
human life is a sacred gift from
our Creator.”

OK, now who said this about
the lIraq troop surge? “Fellow
citizens: The year ahead will
demand more patience, sacrifice,
and resolve.”

If you were to say that the first
is a girly little peacenik and that
thesecondisabloodthirsty Spartan
then you, my friend, are caught
in the current dilemma one has
with describing President George
W. Bush. Not since the Founding
Fathers of the Land of the Free
wondered which slave to rape has
an American presidentbeen caught
inthe throes of moral contradiction.
On one hand, he wants to seem like
a guy who can upstage the grace
of Desmond Tutu, but on the other
hand he wants to look like he has
a big penis. How can one explain a
man who claims to cherish life yet
is willing to send 21,500 American
lives over to an unstable region for
“patience, sacrifice, and resolve?”

As this is a college newspaper,
thedemandsofreasonableandlogi-
caldeduction permitmeto propose
two answers.

First, President Bush is a hypo-
critical mess of privileged upper-
class white society who doesn't
believe in God because he knows
full well that no God in Heaven
would allowthedistortionsand cor-
ruptions he has committed without
delivering him an indignation via
plague upon his house, hailstorm
and lightning bolt. Yet, he uses God
as a utility for the masses of igno-
rant people, all of whom are willing
to risk life and limb to protect their
families and loved ones, yet not

“A bird in the hand ...”

willing to do it by taking another
life unless someone tells them that
God Himself commands it. While
they commit their sacrifice, Bush
will use his contacts in the mili-
tary industrial complex to pilfer
taxes, funds and Social Security
from the poor and poorer while
channeling everythingin the hands
of the Haves and Have-mores. Bush
will tell you that you're American
while treating you like you were
an East German during the Cold
War, watching your every move-
ment. Bush is everything that is
wrong with America. Bush is the
Caucasian version of Hirohito.

Then, to be fair, there is the
other explanation: President George
W. Bush is actually two men derived
from the same body due to an egre-
gious cloning experiment gone
haywire. While one Bush feels that
all life — including an unconscious
collage of genes that forms before
embryonic generalization can even
be used - is sacred, the other Bush
can't wait for your baby to be old
enough to hold a gun. One Bush
feels genuine horror and grief over
the events of 9/11 and Hurricane
Katrina, the other Bush is worried
about how he can make black peo-
ple like him. One Bush thinks that
there’s a rational middle ground, the
other ... has been running things for
the last five years. This separation
of personalities could be the result
of a bipolar disorder or a complete
multiplepersonalitydisorder,butthe
good-versus-evil-clone idea seems
more plausible. The evidence is that
both are incapable of memorizing
morethanthreewordsatatime,both
pronounce “nuclear” by saying “nu-
kew-lar,"and neither of them has the
ability to effectively argue a pointin
a manner of, say, a president.

As our subject is President
Bush, we can look at this as an
either-or situation. Either you
believe he is truly the embodiment
of evil and Hugo Chavez was right,
or he is in fact two different men of
the same cloth who appear as each
otheratdifferenttimes.Though nei-
ther of them seem very comforting,
I can assure you that, judging from
theamountofbipartisanopposition
the troop surge has gotten, it has to
be either one.
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EVENTS
CALENDAR

Please e-mail any community or

campus events to calendar@kaleo.org.

“Southwest Indian Ocean - addi-
tional source for regional and
global climate predictability,” a
joint meteorology and IPRC seminar,
today, 3:30 to 5 p.m., Marine Science
Building, room 100. H. Annamalai,

an associate researcher for IPRC, will
present. Info: meteorology depart-
ment, 956-8775, metdept@hawaii.
edu, http://lumahai.soest.hawaii.edu.

“Starting something,” a Shidler
College of Business lecture, today,
5:30 to 7 p.m., Architecture
Auditorium. Wayne McVicker,
cofounder, president and board mem-
ber of Attainia, Inc.; and Jeff Kleck,
CEO and chairman of Attainia, Inc.,
will present. McVicker is the author of
the book “Starting Something.” Book
signing and autograph session will
take place from 5:30 to 6 p.m., and
the lecture will follow. RSVP to Pacific
Asian Center for Entrepreneurship

& E-Business: call 956-5083. Info:
SCB, Tracy Taira, 956-5357, ttaira@
hawaii.edu, http://www.cha.hawaii.
edu/kipapa.

“The treasures of mathematics
island,” a mathematics workshop for
people of all ages, today, 6:30 to 7:30
p.m., Campus Center Ballroom, AB. At
the end of the workshop, mathemati-
cal applications to LEGO underwater
vehicles created by students will be
shown. Info: mathematics depart-
ment, Monique Chyba, 956-8464,
mchyba@math.hawaii.edu.

“Estimating sustainable yields of
Hawaiian basal aquifers,” a water
resources research seminar, tomor-
row, 3 to 6 p.m., Marine Science
Building, room 114. The seminar will
present the formulation and applica-
tion of the modified Robust Analytical
Model, or RAM2, as a groundwater
management tool for Hawaiian basal
aquifers. Clark Liu, an engineering
professor and researcher at the Water
Resources Research Center, will pres-
ent. The re-evaluation of the sustain-
able yields of two Hawaiian basal
aquifers by RAM2 modeling, lao aqui-
fer on Maui and Kualapu'u aquifer on
Moloka'i, will be discussed.

“Dynamics and impacts of a
weakened Atlantic meridional
overturning circulation,” an
oceanography colloquium, tomorrow,
3 p.m., Marine Science Building, room
100. Axel Timmermann from the
oceanography department will pres-
ent. Info: oceanography department,
956-7633, ocean@soest.hawaii.edu.

“UH day,” an event that show-
cases various University of
Hawai'i entities, Friday, 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., State Capitol. Exhibits, such
as a steel bridge and glass blowing
demonstrations, food sampling, pre-
sentation by university experts and
live performances of dance and music
will be featured. Info: Stephanie
Kim, 956-4250, scskim@hawaii.edu,
http://www.hawaii.edu/uhday.

Procrastination reigns as always

Study aims to isolate
habits of academic
high achievers

By Nalea J. Ko
Ka Leo Staff Reporter

A recent undergraduate research
studyofstudentbehavioralhabitshopes
to show that ambition, not necessarily
intelligence, is vital in determining a
student’s academic success.

A psychology student and
Presidential Scholar, Eli Tsukayama,
22, started his research in September.
He is researching the specific behav-
joralhabitsthatdifferentiateacademic
high achievers from the “average”
person.

In doing so, Tsukayama said, he
hopes to reveal the importance of per-
sonality traits, such as self-discipline,
that are important for success in any
field. Tsukayama said he does not con-
sider himself particularly smart. He
does not feel exceptionally different
from any other student.

Tsukayama’s  philosophy s
straight-forward.

“I attribute my academic success
tothefactthatlinvestalot of time and
effort into school,” he said.

It sounds overly simple: Whatever
one invests in, one will receive divi-
dends. Tsukayama hopes to demon-
strate self-discipline results from the
amount of time and effort students
invest in school. However, Tsukayama
said there is little empirical evidence in
proving this.

“There have been many studies
done on intelligence and academic
achievement,” he said, “but there are
relatively few on other traits in relation
to academic achievement”

As a sophomore in college,
Tsukayama was awarded the UH
Presidential Scholarship, which cov-
eredtwoyearsoftuitionandeducation
expenses. Tsukayama said this schol-
arship — one of the most prestigious
offered by the University of Hawai'i
— opened new opportunities for him
through the Regents and Presidential
Scholars Association.

“Interaction with the scholars
offered menewinsightsintothedevel-
opment of high-achievers, Tsukayama
said, "l decided to examine how high-
achievers choose to spend their time
and why!”

Tsukayama'sresearchinvolvedsur-
veying about 150 students. Participants
were asked to fill out a series of ques-
tions and complete time logs to docu-

Psychology student
Eli Tsukayama is cur-
rently transcribing

his data to discover if
personality traits play
a significant role in
academic success.

COURTESY PHOTO

TSUKAYAMA
ELI TSUKAYAMA
ment how their time is used.

As a participant in
Tsukayama’s study, Rayna lIsaki, a
self-describedgoal-oriented, motivated
procrastinator, said, “l discovered that |
need to cut down on things like party-
ingand spend moretimestudying.This
study was a great way to reorganize
and think of ways to spend your time
more efficiently”

Isaki, 21, majoring in psychol-
ogy, said that her biggest struggle as
a student is time management. “It's a
tremendous challenge to balance aca-
demics and a social life,’ she said.

The head of the Learning
Assistance Center Rosie Woodruff
explained that most students know
how to study and succeed in college,
but may not give it much thought.
Currently, UHrequires that prospective
transfer students have a cumulative
grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 for
residents or 2.5 for non-residents.

In addition, UH requires prospec-
tivetransferstudentstohave 12 semes-
ter credits from regionally accredited
U.S. college or university.

Students today differ from the
students Woodruff first worked with in
learning assistance in 1986. More com-
monly, Woodruff said, students today
are using gadgets such as iPods and
video games during class. But, accord-
ing to Woodruff, this generation of stu-
dents employs new strategies to study
more efficiently.

“Can | play it so that | do the mini-
mal amount of work but | get the most
out of it?” Woodruff said, describing
the college experience as being similar
to playing a game. “And | think that
this is a little bit more common than it
used to be;" she added.

However, Woodruff said, students
acrossgenerations are the samein that
they have always put off the inevi-
table.

“My experience, in terms of study
behavior,” she said, “is the average
student doesn't really want to do the
studying until they really have to. The
truth is you are motivated, but you are
notmotivatedtodoingsomethingsthat
you don’t want to do”’

Asfor suggestions with preparing
for midterms and finals, Woodruff said
that it is “really too late” a day before

the exam day. Woodruff said students
tend to wait to cram forexams until the
night before. She recommended that
studentsgetenoughsleep,eatrightand
exercise in order to study properly.

“Time management is doing
everything that you need to nurture
yourself in order to be able to do what
you need to do,” said Woodruff. “If
you are not in a good mood, if you are
sleepy, you are not going to study.’

Anotherobstaclefacing students,
motivated or not, is juggling work and
school. For many not working while in
school is not an option.

Tsukayama said, “If one adds a
part-timejob ontop of full-time school,
then the student is expected to spend
about 56 to 80 hours a week at work or
in school-related activities.

100 YEARS STRONG

Path of Learning

He said, “Although | believe
learning to handle multiple responsi-
bilities is a good thing, there are many
students who are struggling because
theydonothaveenoughtimetoinvest
in their academic endeavors.”

Tsukayama hopes for his study
to compel the administration to fur-
ther investigate the possibility of more
meritand need-based sources offinan-
cial aid.

“While many students can suc-
cessfully juggle one or more part-time
jobs and do well in school, others
are struggling to maintain their grades
while working to support themselves,
Tsukayama said. “I am hoping that
theamount of scholarships and tuition
waivers will be increased so that stu-
dents can focus more on academics.”

By PATRICIA WiLSON

1956

The first language lab is opened in George Hall. Chair of the
European Languages Department, professor Aspinwall, jour-
neyed to the mainland to learn new methods of teaching which
led to the creation of the Language Lab. The lab consisted of 39
semi-soundproof booths.

Photo Courtesy of “Malamalama: A History of the University of
Hawaii” by Robert M. Kamins and Robert E. Potter
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I don't gel The sarcosm
fad. Why spend good
money oh something just
to trash it?

If you want to be
i, hip, it's smarter

Man, I'm in such a good maod Joe.
I feel like when yau've had a really
tough start to something and you
can finally see what's over the hori-
zon, and you know things can only
going improve from row on.

Because I like
Deerhoof,

you Were just
being sarcastic.

“"High Times”

You sound like one of these high

schoal motivational speakers,
The new antidepressants are
working out for you, eh?

Why would I spend
maney just to be
ic?

garcastic

By Cynthia McCoy

Absolutely, bro.
L wanna start peaking before lunch.

N Tomaoke a statement,
Ta be edqy.
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CREATOR

APPLY FOR A
CARTOONIST
POSITION
AT KA LEO O HAWAI'T

KA LEO O HAwAI'|

CLASSIFIEDS

The Ka Leo Building

(across fromthe UH Bookstore lower entrance)

Monday-Friday 8a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Rates:

$1.25 per line (minimum 3 lines).

All caps and/or bold will add 25% to the cost of the ad.
Place an ad in four (4) consecutive issues and receive the

fourth ad free!

Deadline: 3 p.m. the day before publication.

Payment: Pre-payment required. Cash, in-state checks, money
orders, Visa and MasterCard accepted.

In Person: Stop by the Ka Leo Building.

Phone:
Fax:

956-7043 E-Mail: classifieds@kaleo.org

956-9962. Include ad text, classification, run dates and
charge card information.

Send ad text, classification, run dates and payment to:
Board of Publications, Attn: Classifieds

P.O. Box 11674, Honolulu, HI 96828-0674
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Colt needs more time to decide

By Glendalyn Junio
Ka Leo Associate Sports Editor

Another 24 hours of waiting,
another day of indecision.

University of Hawai'i Warrior
record-setting quarterback Colt
Brennan needs extra time to make
his decision as to whether he will
forgo his senioryearand enterthe
National Football League Draft.
After postponing Tuesday’s press
conference, Brennan is prepared
to announce his decision this
afternoon at 3 p.m. at the Stan
Sheriff Center.

“This is such an important
decision that will have a big
impact on my life,” Brennan said.
“I want to take the maximum
amount of time that is allowed to
make my decision.”

Brennan declared himself
eligible for the NFL Draft on
Monday in order to fulfill the Jan.
15 underclassmen deadline and
keep his options open for at least
another day. The NFL allows an
applicant72hourstowithdraw his
draft decision.

This is the second time
Brennan postponed his decision.
He had also moved Monday’s press
conference — when he originally
planned to announce his career
intention - to Tuesday afternoon.
An answer had been expected to
arrive as early as Christmas Day,
following the Sheraton Hawai’i
Bowl on Dec. 24.

“l told everyone that after the
Sheraton Hawai'i Bowl, I'd answer
that and figure that out,” Brennan
said in the post-Hawai‘i Bowl press
conference. “But the Sheraton
Hawaii Bowl for me doesn’'t end
until tomorrow.”

TheWarriorquarterbackadded
that he was “probably coming
back” However, he has received
increased public attention that
could influence his decision.

“I'm sorry for the incon-
venience this may be causing,
Brennan said.“l don't mean to keep
peoplewaitinginanticipation, butl
justwanttomakethebestand most
informed decision possible.”

According to ESPN analysts,

PHOTO BY JORDAN MURPH « Ka Leo O Hawa

Hawai'i Warriors quarterback and Heisman Trophy candidate Colt Brennan poses for a portrait at the University of Hawai'i at Manoa campus

on Wednesday, Nov. 29, 2006 in Honolulu.

Brennan is expected to be the
third quarterback drafted in April,
behind Notre Dame’s Brady Quinn
and Louisiana State University’s
JaMarcus Russell. He is projected

to be a late first-round pick or
early second-round pick.

“l have to be smart and look
atthebestopportunityouttherefor
me,” Brennan said after the Hawai'i

Bowl. “The decision is going to be
made for me by talking to my team-
mates, [Coach June] Jones and my
family, and when it’s all said and
done, I'll make my decision.”

Sports

Women’s Basketball

The University of Hawaii
Rainbow Wahine (6-10, 0-4 Western
Athletic Conference), still in search
of their first WAC victory, take on the
University of Idaho (3-12, 0-4) tonight
at the Stan Sheriff Center. It will be
the first of two home games for the
women’s squad this week.

Both teams are without a win in
the WAC and tied for last place with
San Jose State University, also 0-4. The
Wahine have struggled lately, losing
their last five games. However, Idaho
hasdroppedeightconsecutivecontests,
with their last victory coming on Dec.
2. To honor members of the Armed
Services and as part of the women'’s
basketball team’s Military Night, the
University of Hawai’i is offering a
free ticket to tonight's game with the
presentation ofamilitaryidentification
card at the SSC Box Office.

Free Ticket For UH Students to
Men’s Volleyball

UH students will receive a free
ticket to the men’s volleyball team's
home opening matches against
the University of the Pacific on
Thursday, Jan. 18, and Friday, Jan.
19. Students need to present their
valid UH identification card at the
SSC Box Office (either in advance
or on the night of the match).



