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The study which follows is very far indeed from representing a comprehensive
work on the Filipinos of Hawai‘i. Yetit may well serve as a foundation for more
detailed research in this field which is so rich in hitherto untouched and valuable
material for social science investigation and theory (Cariaga 1937: iii).

The year 1996 marks not only the ninetieth anniversary of Filipino immi-
gration to Hawai ‘i, butit also means that it has been sixty years since Roman Ruiz
Cariaga wrote his seminal master’s thesis on Filipinos in Hawai ‘i (1936a) which
indeed has served as a foundation for further research. It would not be an
exaggeration to state that Cariaga’s thesis in anthropology at the University of
Hawai ‘i is the major contemporary work on Filipinos by a Filipino during their
period of plantation labor recruitment to Hawai‘i (1906 to 1946). Without
Cariaga’s writings on Filipinos, which include a published version of his
master’s thesis (1937), several scholarly articles and papers (1935a, b; 1936a, b,
¢), and numerous newspaper and magazine articles, our knowledge and under-
standing of the Filipino American experience during that period would be
especially limited, if not distorted. If Bulosan (1943) is acknowledged as the
major chronicler of Filipino American work and life on the West Coast prior to
World War 11, then Cariaga similarly can be credited for documenting and
analyzing the community in Hawai ‘i.

In this paper I assess the significance of Cariaga’s writings from the
perspective of the larger political, historical and spatial contexts in which they
were produced, particularly in terms of the oppressed social status and extreme
negative stereotyping of Filipinos in Hawai ‘i during the Depression years of the
1930s. I focus especially on the publication of Cariaga’s master’s thesis as The
Filipinos in Hawai ‘i: Economic and Social Conditions 1906—1936, which was
the first academic work on their community. I discuss this book as a social and
cultural text both by and about the Filipino community and argue that it can be
read as a manifestation of Filipino subjectivity in reclaiming and expressing their
collective identity in the incredibly racist Hawai‘i of the 1930s.

The Man and His Writings

Cariaga was born in 1904 in Santo Tomas, Batangas in the Philippines. He
appears to have been from a rural family because he wrote of having to walk ten
miles each day to attend public grade school (Cariaga 1937: 77). His family
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