
KALAHEO VILLAGE, A NEW COMMUNITY 

Emma K. Himeno 

The national trend of a declining population in rural areas and a 

subsequent increase in the urban has been seen also in the new State of 

Hawaii for a number of years. In Hawaii the movement has been from the 

rural islands to the capitol city of Honolulu. Added to this is the influx 

of people from the mainland of the U.S., many of whom were here during 

the recent wars and were attracted to island living. There are others 

sent by their employers or the federal government for terms of service. 

With the growth of Honolulu has come a supplementary movement 

of population into suburban areas. This is also a part of a national trend 

of the rising middle class moving out to the urban hinterlands in order 
to get the benefits of larger space and a more relaxed and informal way 
of living. Improved highways and new tunnels through the Koolau Mountains 

are easing the problem of commuting for the employed and the frantic 

construction of new schools and the establishment of branch stores and 
other services have made suburban living a desired way of life for their 
families. 

LOCATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF KALAHEO VILLAGE 

Twelve miles from Honolulu on the windward side of the Island, along 
the shores of Kailua Bay, is the suburban community of Kailua. The 

cooling trade winds with their occasional sheltering clouds make the 

temperature two or three degrees lower during the day than in Honolulu. 
In these islands where temperature changes are slight, this difference 
can be readily noticed. 

Three years ago the area extending on both sides of the boundary line 

between Kailua and Kaneohe from the Kawainui Canal to the Kaneohe 
Bay Drive was covered with low kiawe trees and small, scattered farms 

growing such produce as papaya, corn, tomatoes, beans and watermelons. 

One heard talk of the ‘‘five hundred homes’’ that were going to be built 

there but had difficulty picturing the area transformed into a human 
community with clothes hanging out to dry, men working in yards, and 
children playing about. 

Then bulldozers and other heavy equipment began uprooting the trees 

and grading the slope in preparation for the building of homes. The dust 

and steady noise from the operation told youthat work had begun in earnest. 
This was the beginning of Kalaheo Village. 

The land is owned by the Kaneohe Ranch Company which decided 

to subdivide this area to meet the growing demand for more homes and to 
make better use of its land. Centex Construction Company of Dallas, 

Texas, the only Mainland home builder at Kalaheo Village, and one of the 

largest of its kind in the U.S., has built the majority of the homes in this 

area. Four local companies--Pacific Development Company, Q. C. Lum, 

Better-Built Hawaii, and Custom Builders, Ltd.--are building there also. 

Hawaiian Housing Corporation is handling all sales for the builders. All 
the homes are on land which is leased on a 55-year basis. These three 
and four bedroom, two-car garage homes range in price from $17,000 

to $25,000. 
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Over three hundred of these residences have been built and sold and 

Hawaiian Housing Corporation states that definite plans for an additional 

two hundred during 1959 have been made. The building and expansion 

after that will depend upon public demand. The few remaining farmers are 

naturally wondering how soon they, too, will have to move to remoter 
parts of the Islands to make room for city people who need a place to live. 

PEOPLE OF THE COMMUNITY 

Who are the people and why have they bought these homes? Various 

reasons were given for buying but the one always mentioned was that it 
was the best buy the interviewer had seen. The residents of Kalaheo 

are overwhelmingly middle-class Americans, reflecting a characteristic 

ambition to ‘‘move ahead’’ and a corresponding concern for the comforts 

and conveniences of life. The community has a distinctly cosmopolitan 
atmosphere, with any racial feelings carefully submerged. The following 

thumb-nail sketches of typical residents of the area lend support to the 

general characterizations thus far suggested. 

H. K. is the business manager of an electrical company and having 

seen construction work and knowing something about it, he was impressed 

by the work and materials that went into his house. The H. K.’s, who 

are of Korean ancestry and had lived previously in Honolulu, moved out 

to Kalaheo Village because of an opportunity to ‘‘live in a nice place for 

the price they wanted to pay.’’ They found the type of neighbors they 
had hoped for in this new community, with interests and aspirations com- 

parable to their own. Mr. H. K. was born on one of the rural islands, 

educated in Hawaii except for a Master’s degree from the University 

of Michigan. He was an officer in the Air Corps atone time. His wife 
is a local girl but had lived on the mainland a number of years, too. 
They have three children, one of whom is in the intermediate school. 

The H.’s are both Caucasian college graduates, and had previously 

lived in Seattle and Chicago. They experienced suburban living for the 
first time in Kailua three and a half years ago and liked it so well that they 
didn’t even think of leoking elsewhere for the larger house required when 
their former one became too small for their growing family. They like 
the quiet and ‘“‘spread-out feeling’’ and are happy to get away from the 

noise and congestion of city life. They moved to the present location because 

they thought it was going to be a nice neighborhood in the subdivision. 
Mrs. H. is glad she doesn’t have to watch her children constantly while 

they are out at play and Mr. H. doesn’t mind the trip into Honolulu to his 

work. ‘‘We just love it here and plan to stay permanently.’’ 

The J. S.’s moved out there from Honolulu because Mrs. S’s doctor 
recommended it for her sinus trouble. Mr. S. is a Nisei, son of a sugar 
plantation store clerk on another island, and his wife is a Caucasian from 

Missouri whom he met while in medical school. They have two children, 

of whom one is in high school. They moved out to this new subdivision 
because they wanted to be with people who are ‘“‘all starting out new, so 
to speak.’’ There would be no feeling of being an outsider ‘‘barging into 
an established community’’ or social order. They wanted to be en ‘“‘the 
ground floor’’ and grow with the community. They chose their house 

because they saw possibilities for long-range improvements on it. 

The D. family moved out there from another suburb because of 
Mrs. D.’s health. Their former home was much closer to the mountains 

and consequently the rainfall was about twice what it is in Kalaheo Village. 
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