
Molokai 'p'OsSC' A'I 

rounds up cattle 
of four ranchers 
By Nin:a Berglund 
.'.drntt,n 81uinrn U",iftr 

St:atc agriculture oUicials, 
backed by hired cowboys and 
badge-wielding lnvesligators 
Crom the attorney general's of• 
(Ice. yesterday seized cattle 
owned by (our Molokai ranch­
ers who defied a government 
slaughter program. 

The state roundup was part 
or an enforcement effort by 
government omc1als who want 
to slaughter ail cattle on Molo­
kai to rid the island or bovine 
tuberculosis. 

Ranchers targeted In yutcr• 
day's roundup were those who 
had neither cooperated with 
the slaughter program nor 
sought legal remedies to ex• 
empt their ro,ughly 70 cafe . 
from it.1 ' 

Some 17 other nnchers 
avoided the government 
roundup by killing their cattle 

/
In recent days or moving the 
1lnlmal1 orr their ranches. 

Frank Maurizio, who had six 
cattle on his 25 acres on Molo­
kal's west end, said he aoid his 
five heifers ror slaughter and 
shot hui bull at 6 a.m. yester­
day. 

(The carcasses or all cattle 
processed at the slaughter• 
house are inspected for dis­
ease.) 

"l was told I'd be arrested 
and they'd take my animals ii 
I didn't go 11long with their 
order," said Maurizio, noting 
that three state oUlclals stop­
ped by his ranch on Tuesday 
Loileliver their ultimatum. 
I ~ don't think It's right for 
lhem to come out here and 
slaughter my animals when 
they can't even prove my Mi• 
mals have the disease." said 
Maurizio, who contends his 
animals were healthy . "But 
my bull is dead. It's over with 
now." 

The roundup yesterday 
·caught many by surprise be­
cause state orriclals last week 
backed orf on enforcement ef• 
forts when ,everal ranchers 
began complying. 

Also, the state had agreed to 
exempt from roundup some 
700 cattle owned by 21 ranch• 
ers pending those ranchers' 
appeal or the program In &tale 
.court later this month. 

But State Veterinarian Cal­
vin Lum yesterday said his de-

• 

partmenl Celt compelled to act 
against ranchers who had not 
"exercised their leg.ii options" 
to contest the program. 

"These Individuals have 
chosen to ignore our appeals 
and reject legal options, so we 
re.illy had no choice," Lum 
said. ··we have an order, ap­
proved by the state Board or 
Agriculture, that we must en• 
force." 

Lum said 204 or Molokai's 
m catUe ranchers now have 
complied with the slaughter 
program "and we have an obli­
gation to do all we can to pro, 
tect their Interests, too. They 
expect us to move forward 
with our efforts to eradlcate 
bovine TB." 

Lum d¢nied reports rro~ 
Molokai that state oUlclals I"°' 
timldnted ranchers Into cooper• 
aling with the program or con• 
senUng to the roundup. . 

"We're trying very hard not , 
to turn this Into a circus,'' 
Lum saJd. "I don't want any. 
one strong-arming anyone and 
I've Insisted that no threats be 
made .. Jr threats were made, l 
want to hear about It." 

Larry Zenker, a state attor• 
ney representing the Board or 
Agriculture, defended yester­
day's roundup by saying gov. 
ernment orricials ••atways have 
seen a need to move expedl• · 
tiously" to enforce the board's 
order last month to proceed 
with the slaughter. 

Lum wanted to get all ani­
mals orr Molokai by Aug. B, •• 
but that effort was stymied by 
the pending court appeal. 

"The state beUeves 1t nas 
given the ranchers (not In• 
volved in the appeal) every 
opportunity to comply with 
the order or legnlly oppose It," 
Zenker said. "We can 't put up 
with any more delays." 

Yesterday's roundup, how­
ever, spurred protests on 
Molokai that may further 
strain relations between the 
ranchers and the government. 

"The state Department or 
Agriculture ls in a dirrtcult 
position no mailer what It 
does," said Zenker. "This may . 
well incur crillclsm, but we 
have a responsibility to move. 
_forward." 
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