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ALA-SC service
committee chair
Lillian Nicolich

and article author
Dawn Sueoka wash
maps as part of the
Student Chapter's
service project in
Hamilton Library's
Preservation De-
partment.
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Students aid recovery

Service committee helps clean, catalog

By Dawn Sueoka
Blotter Staff Writer

ALA-SC volunteers got
dirty this semester as part of
a post-flood service project in
the Preservation Department
of Hamilton Library.

Service committee mem-
bers Junie Hayashi, Kevin
Khamkongsay, Mona Kwon,
Lillian Nicolich, Janel Quiran-
te, Lori Ann Saeki, Dawn
Sueoka and Annie Thomas
worked a total of 72.5 volun-
teer hours this semester.

Volunteers worked in
groups of two or three under
the supervision of Lynn Davis,
Head of Preservation at Ham-
ilton Library, and her staff.

Many of their tasks in-
volved maps damaged in
the Oct. 30, 2004, flood. Vol-
unteers inventoried 13 boxes
of air photos, washed and re-
housed maps, and transcribed
map documentation.

Other tasks included set-
ting up new equipment and

cleaning and organizing con-
servation supplies.

“I've always thought that
service was a big part of librar-
ianship, so I really advocated
for this project,” service com-
mittee chair Nicolich said.

Another reason for the
project, she granted, was to
improve ALA-SC’s chances
of winning the ALA's student
chapter of the year award.

“Last year we were run-
ners-up. When we looked at
the winning group we saw
that the main thing that they
had that we were lacking was
service,” she explained.

The service committee
is planning another project
for the fall, which will be
determined by committee
members. Proposed ideas in-
clude collaboration with the
Hawai’i International Film
Festival and continuation of
the Hamilton Library tours
offered during the Fall 2004
semester.

Davis honored

for UH service

Blotter Staff

Lynn Davis, preser-
vation librarian at Ham-
ilton Library, was named
the 2005 recepient of the
ALA-SC Dr. Sarah K.
Vann Professional Ser-
vice Award.

The Student Chapter
recognized Davis for
her contributions to
the LIS program as an
instructor and for her
preservation efforts at
Hamilton Library and
in the greater Hawai‘i
library community.

Davis played a lead
role last year in recovery
efforts following the
October flood that de-
stroyed the ground floor
of Hamilton Library's
main building. Her quick
thinking and preparation

>> see award, page 4

Bibliomaniac
in paradise

Nicholas Basbanes on

Hawai'i, LIS education

By Andrew Wertheimer
ALA-SC Advisor

Ihave to confess that when I
was an MLS student, at Indiana
University years ago, few as-
signed readings really moved
me or helped me reflect about
my future profession. Joel
Silver’s introductory course in
rare book librarianship though
offered what T hungered for. He
captured the complex relation-
ships between authors, read-
ers, publishers, booksellers,
collectors and libraries. Our
primary text was Nicholas
Basbanes’ (then new book) “A
Gentle Madness: Bibliophiles,
Bibliomanes, and the Eternal
Passion for Books.” Actually
acquiring the book was a prob-
lem for us, as it kept selling out;
it is now in the 16th printing,
with over 100,000 copies in
print. Basbanes’ well-written
book shows how much librar-
ies and society owes people
who were passionate about
collecting books. Basbanes im-
mediately joined my pantheon
of great writers on librarian-
ship. He not only impacted
me, but his bestselling books
shaped a generation of collec-

>> see basbanes, page 4
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Libraries still

'5 make a difference

When I tell someone that I obtained my master’s in Library and
Information Science, their first reaction is, “What is that?” After a
brief rolling of my eyes, this comment is usually followed by the
ever popular, “I didn’t know you needed a master’s degree to be
a librarian.” The focus of my editorial today is the third most popular reaction I hear: “Aren’t
libraries out of date?”

In support of libraries,  am equipping you with information (related to U.S. public libraries) to
defend against three main arguments used to support this postulation.

First argument: “No one ever visits the library anymore; | know I don’t.”

* One out of every six people in the world is a registered library user.

¢ According to state library data collected in 2001, U.S. public libraries received 1,116,000,000
visits! Compare that to U.S. sports event attendance in 2002, estimated at a mere 203,700,000.
According to OCLC, five times more people visit U.S. public libraries each year than attend U.S.
professional and college football, basketball, baseball and hockey games combined.

e In addition, libraries circulate about the same number of items as FedEx ships per day.
(OCLC, 2003, "Libraries: How They Stack Up," http://www5.oclc.org/downloads/community/librariesstackup.pdf)

If that still does not satisfy them, I like to compare a library’s services to the coast guard or other
emergency services. Every individual can access them at any time, yet we do not always use them,
and we may never use them. Just because you don’t visit the library doesn’t mean others do not.

Second argument: “The Internet is so much better; isn’t everyone using it now?”

When I think of a leader in books and the Internet one word comes to mind: Amazon. Even with
Amazon’s popularity, libraries pull ahead. According to 2001 and 2003 statistics, U.S. public library
cardholders outnumber Amazon customers by almost 5 to 1. In 2003, Amazon had 30,000,000 cus-
tomers. In addition, U.S. libraries circulate nearly four times more items than Amazon handles.
(OCLC,2003)

Also, remind them that not everyone is privy to a computer, yet alone computer/Internet liter-
ate. A librarian can help an individual navigate through its vast information resources.

Third argument: “Technology will replace the library completely.”

Obviously, technology will force us to adjust the roles librarians / libraries play in the community,
but this does not mean they will replace us. For one thing, we are essentially “information special-
ists.” And what does technology produce by the thousands? Information. Who will help manage
it and make it accessible? Perhaps librarians.

The last point to all of this is that libraries are more than just an information hub. To illustrate this,
simply examine the results of a 2002 survey sponsored by the American Library Association:

¢ 91 percent of interviewees believe libraries are changing and dynamic places with a variety
of activities for the whole family.

¢ 90 percent believe libraries are places of opportunity for education, self-help and offer free
access to all.

e 88 percent agreed libraries are unique because you have access to nearly everything on the
Web or in print, as well as personal service and assistance in finding it.

* 83 percent believe libraries and librarians play an essential role in our democracy and are
needed now more than ever.
(ALA 2002, Facts About Libraries, http://www.ala.org/ala/librariesandyoullibraryfacts/factsaboutli.htm)

So the next time you encounter the inquisitive, yet uninformed friend, instead of rolling your
eyes, send them to the library for the answers. ;0)

Wendy Mika lkemoto
Blotter Co-Editor
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All the way to the ALA

Don't worry if you
feel overwhelmed

By Diane Todd
Special to the Blotter

Thud! My conference
program crashed to the floor.
For the next four days, this
weighty tome would be my
guide to the 2004 American
Library Association confer-
ence. Perusing the endless
pages of the program, I pan-
icked. How was I going to
accomplish all that I wanted
at the conference: work at the
ALA store as a Student-to-
Staff participant, attend con-
ference sessions and browse
the vast exhibition hall? I
didn’t. In fact, I couldn’t. It
would have been virtually
impossible to do everything.
Once I accepted this, I found
myself enjoying what I was
able to do at the conference
rather than worrying about

AMERICANMN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

2005 ALA
Annual

Conference
June 23-29
Chicago
McCormick Place
Convention Center

what I was missing. I net-
worked at every opportunity.
It was exciting to be amongst
thousands of other librarians
from around the country. I
also met authors, vendors
and other library school stu-
dents. The conference left me
exhausted, but exhilarated as
well. Would I do it again? You
betcha.

DT's Tried and Trueisms

1. Wear comfortable shoes!
You'll be walking a lot.

2. Stare! Yes, that’s right.
Stare at people’s name badges.

And strike up a conversation.
Network, network, network!

3. Bring business cards.
“I'm a student,” you say. “ I
don’t have business cards.”
Make ‘em yourself. You'll ex-
change them with colleagues
or drop them in vendors’
boxes.

4. Go early and often to the
Exhibition Hall. You'll find
lots of freebies like books,
bags and other stuff. Load
up, but remember you have
to get it all home.

5. Move on! Feel free to
roam from session to session.
No one will be offended.

And down the stretch they come!
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Marta Wiggins, Douglas Gueco, Genie Alvarado, Lillian Nicolich and Lori Ann Saeki go head to head
at the D&B Downs game at the ALA-SC social at Dave & Buster's May 12.
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Fesources
@ your library

Expectations of Librarians
in the 21st Century

Karl Bridges, editor

7682.35 .V62 E98 2003

Straight From the Stacks:
A Firsthand Guide to
Careers in Library and
Information Science
Laura Townsend Kane
Z682.35 V62 K36 2003

Careers for Bookworms

& Other Literary Types
Marjorie Eberts and Margaret
Gisler

Z471 .E25 2003

Libraries in the
Information Age: An
Introduction and Career
Exploration

Denise K. Fourie, David R.
Dowell

Z665 .F74 2002

Writing Resumes That
Work: A How-to-Do-It
Manual for Librarians
Robert R. Newlen

Z682.2 .U5 N49 1998

Me? A Librarian?
[videorecording]

State Library of Ohio and
Ohio Library Council
Videotape 17973

What Else You Can Do
With a Library Degree:
Career Options for the 90s
and Beyond

Betty-Carol Sellen

7682.35 V62 W47 1997

Guide to Career
Opportunities for Special
Librarians and Information
Professionals, 1991: An
SLA Information Kit
Z682.2 .U5 G84 1991

Opportunities in Library
and Information Science
Careers

Kathleen Heim, Margaret
Myers

7682.2 .U5 H453 1991
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Spring 2005 graduates lined up to enter the Stan Sheriff Center for commencement.
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basbanes

award

Jrom page one

helped save thousands of
items on all floors of Phase I
and II from destruction.

"I feel so proud," said Da-
vis. "You know the kind where
you are sort of bursting inside
that you have been recognized
by people you value for who
you are. I have never received
such an honor."

The award is named for
UHM LIS emeritus professor
Sarah K. Vann who is an inter-
national leader on intellectual
freedom, library history and
international librarianship.
The ALA-SC offers the award
to recognize Hawai‘i librar-
ians, information specialists
and LIS educators who em-
body the ideals and goals of
librarianship as specified in
the ALA Code of Ethics.

LIS program chair Dr.
Rebecca Knuth was the in-
augural recepient of the Vann
award in 2004.

from page one

tors. Basbanes is frequently
heard on public radio’s “Book
Guys,” and has a nationally
syndicated book review col-
umn. You can find more about
him through his books or at
www.nicholasbasbanes.com.

Basbanes briefly visited
Hawai‘i last month, and gen-
erously agreed to do a talk on
campus to help raise funds
to remodel Hamilton Library
(waiving his normal hono-
rarium). Like a dream, I was
able to meet “Nick” and his
wife, Connie, that week. It is
not often that you can meet
one of your heroes, but we
were even able to enjoy two
dinners together, talking about
books and life (yes, there is life
beyond books too). Though he
was scheduled to leave the day
after his talk, Basbanes kindly
agreed to answer a few ques-
tions on the flight home.

Wertheimer: You were only
briefly in Hawai‘i, but did you

have any tentative impressions
of “book culture” here?
Basbanes: “I was exceed-
ingly impressed by what I
saw. The special collections
at the University of Hawai'i
were particularly impressive,
the holdings of Pacificana pre-
eminent in the world. The his-
tory of printing in Hawai'i, as
explained and documented at
the Mission Houses Museum,
was quite an eye-opener.”

AW: Besides book-life,
what was your most memo-
rable impression of Hawai‘i?

NB: “Our most enjoyable
impression will be the last-
ing — wonderful people we
had a chance to meet and
get to know; as meeting with
kindred spirits is always the
most meaningful experience
when we travel.”

AW: What book people
(librarians/authors/
booksellers/ collectors ... )

influenced you the most? Was
there something special that
you learned, and that you wish
to pass on to others?

NB: “It is a synergistic kind
of dynamic for me. I learned
mightily from what the late
Lawrence Clark Powell called
the trinity of collector, book-
seller and librarian. Having
said that, my greatest debt
in the earliest phase of my
research into the wonders of
book culture is to Roger Stod-
dard, recently retired curator
of rare books at the Houghton
Library, Harvard, who took
an early interest in my work,
and generously functioned as
a mentor to me when I was
learning my way around.”

AW: You’'ve spoken with
countless librarians, and also
at many library schools over
the past several years. What
do you think about the state
of professional education for

librarians, especially as it re-
lates to your interests, such as
rare books?

NB: “I am distressed by the
trend apparent throughout
academe to marginalize the
study of traditional librarian-
ship in favoring electronic
and information studies. I
strongly feel there should be
adequate attention given to
both areas.”

AW: What would you sug-
gest library school students
(as well as faculty and alumni
perhaps) do or read to expand
our horizons, and learn to bet-
ter appreciate the passion for
the book?

NB: “My feeling about book
passion is that you either have
it or you don’t. I can’t give
anyone a reading list; if they
are interested, they will find
their way. The best advice I can
offer is to keep an open mind.
The book has a lot of good life
left in it.”
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