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WESLEY IwAo UEUNTEN 

ARAKAKI MAKOTO 

“Hi! My name is Arakaki Makoto.” 

“You Uchinaanchu?2” 

“What's your name?” 

“My name is Wesley Ueunten. I’m Uchinaanchu, too!” 
ace 

Ueunten’ is Okinawan, but ‘Wesley?’ That’s not an Okinawan 
name. Youre not a real Okinawan!” 

“So, having an American name means I’m not Uchinaanchu? I’m 

Uchinaanchu! My grandparents are from Okinawa. And, I play the 
sanshin. Do you play the sanshin?” 

“No, I don’t play sanshin.” 

“See, youre not really Uchinaanchu. You don’t know anything about y y y 5 
Okinawan culture. I’m more Uchinanchu than you!” 

“Do you have to play sanshin to be Okinawan? I bet you've never 
been to Mihama.” 

“Do I have to know all the towns in Okinawa to be Uchinaanchu? 

I've heard of Mihama. Isn’t that what they call ‘American Village?’ 
That's not really Uchinaa. I bet you eat American fast food. Not 
me! I grew up on Ashitibichi! ’'m more Uchinaanchu than you!” 

“I don’t like Ashitibichi. Do I have to like all Okinawan dishes to 
be Uchinaanchu? I’m actually a resident of Okinawa. I’m legally 
Uchinaanchu. ’m more Uchinaanchu than you!” 

“Do I have to be living in Okinawa to be Uchinaanchu? My ancestors 
are from Sashiki and Ahagun. Where are your ancestors from?” 

“My dad is from Shuri, but my mom is from Ishigaki.” 
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Wesley: “What?? Ishigaki?? That’s not really Uchinaa! You're only half Oki- 
nawan. I’m full-blooded Uchinaanchu. I’m more Uchinaanchu than 
you!” 

Makoto: “Does blood make you Okinawan?” 

Wesley: “Hmmm, I don’t know. What do you think?” 

Note 

This dialogue was presented in the “Uchinanchu Worldwide Identity” panel discussion on 
September 1, 2003 at the First Worldwide Uchinanchu Conference. It featured panelists 

~ Professors Makoto Arakaki and Wesley Ueunten and provoked a lively discussion among 
the panelists and the audience. By way of context, Mihama isa relatively new resort/shop- 
ping/entertainment mall area in Chatan Town constructed on the site of a former U.S. 
Military facility; Ishigaki is one of several islands in the southern island group (also called 
Yaeyama or Sakishima) which is politically part of the Prefecture of Okinawa, although 
historically its residents spoke a language linguistically distinct from that of the main 
island of Okinawa. Ashitibichi is a traditional Okinawan gelatinous soup dish prepared 

with pig’s feet, kelp, vegetables and various seasonings. 
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