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Yet there i s  general acknowledgment that 
much rema ins to be done to reduce traffic con­
gestion. A Texas A&M study ranks Honolulu as 
the countr:Y's 12th most grid locked u rban area, 
just beh i nd New York City. The Texas 
rransP�rtat ion  Inst itute says drivers here 
spend 3o hours a year stuck beh ind the wheel ,  
onl.r four  hours fewer than thei r  B ig Apple 
e-0untPrpai-ts. Some v ender i f  a l ight-ra i l  mass 
transit system s t i l l  might be needed in the 
future. 

A 'tremendous' impact 

Al the rnom ent .  though, attent ion is  focused 
c;:i the . H -3 , which proponents tout as one of 
·ne nc: : :on's most snectacular mounta in d rives.
l',i lh good reason : ·:";-om �crth Hal awa \'a l l ey,
the HU -mi le  roadway passes th rough m i le­
Jong tu n ne ls  cut  i nto Koolau !\fountains lava
rock before emergi ng in l u sh Ha i ku Va l ley,
fkirti 1�g the Ho'ornaluh ia  Botanica l  Garden
and end i ng at the I\1arine base i n  Kaneohe.

Hc.w much will it be used? One study pro­
jects 120,00::J dai ly trips on the four-lane free­
way by the year  2010 ,  at wh ich time state 
Transportation officia l s  hope trans-Koolau 
traffic w i l l  be evenly d ivided between the H-3, 
and the Pal i  and Like l ike highways. 

The H-3 for the time being is  expected to 
reduce veh icle flow on the other two h ighways 
by five to 1 0  percent, wh ich Transportation 
spokeswoman Mari lyn Kali calls "a tremen­
dous reduct ion ."  Officials stress the freeway is 
meant for Windward drivers destined for 
Halawa and points west, s ince comm uters 
downtown l ikely would use the closer Pali  and 
UJ,e ; i lre routes.

Two city express bus routes, the 86 and 86A
will irrl'.(Jed i ately start using the H-3, running 
from Wintlward Oahu to the Pearl Harbor 
Naval Supply Center, the department said .  

The H-3 was conce ived when the domino 
theory prevaili;d for Southeast Asia and plan­
ners saw the need for a qu i ck m i l i ta ry route 
from Kaneohe to Pearl Harbor and  H i ckam Ai r 
Force Base. U nder that  rationa le ,  the project ,  
i n i l i a l ly estirnated to cost $250 m i l l i on ,  tapped 
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A view of Mt. Olomana greets drivers exiting the H-3 tunnel that leads to a Likelike ramp. 

i nto funds for the Federal Interstate and 
Defense Highway System. 

The Cold War since has cooled, and with it , 
the sense of urgency. But a "significant por­
tion" of personnel with a P-3 squadron being 
moved from Barbers Point  to Kaneohe wil l  be 
housed at Pearl Harbor and will use the free­
way to commute, said Inouye , whose role in 
keeping th� H-3 a l i ve spurred critics to dub it 
"Danny's Highway." 

Rail on? 

Whi le opponents feel the H-3 is a visual and 
environmental bl ight that's insensitive to the 
nat ive Hawa i ian cu l tu re, proponents are con­
vinced lhei r  pos i tion was right a l l  a long. 

"It wasn't fun, but H-3 was necessary," said 
former  Transportation Di rector E. Alvey 
Wright, a lead ing advocate who was shouted 
down and heckled at community meetings. 
Tetsuno Harano, a reti red highways adminis­
tra tor and namesake of the H-3 tunnels ,  
bl ames foes for slowing construction and dri­
v ing costs up. 

"The benefit would have been real ized 
much earl ier," he said. 

But the H-3 is not a panacea, and both men 
think c i ty officials should again try to launch a 
l ight-ra i l  project to cut traffic congestion i n
Leeward Oahu, which they say wi l l  continue to 
grow because of the numerous hous ing devel­
opments there. 

The City Counc i l voted aga inst such a plan 

five' years ago, an ·embarrassment to Inouye, 
who had secured federal ·money after being 
verbally assured local matching funds would 
be provided. 

Inouye said he would be will ing to "take 
another shot at it" - but only if the state and 
city gives him assurances of matching funds 
"signed and sealed." He emphasized budget 
constraints make it highly unlikely Oahu will 
get as much as the $620 mil l ion authorized 
before. 

Nevertheless, he added, there are ind ica­
tions funds will be freed next year to study 
improvements to the Leeward traffic corridor. 

In addition to rail ,  another possible option 
is double-decking existing highways, although 
how the idea wil l  play with the publ ic is 
unclear, said Kazu Hayashida, the current 
Transportation head. 

In the short term, Hayashida is banking on 
the growth of Ka po lei as Oahu's second city to 
draw traffic away from job centers in the 
downtown area and Waikiki. 

Hayashida sees great promise in adding 
buses to make existing roads more "efficient." 
But, he concedes, "The only problem is that 
buses share the same highways as cars and 
trucks. Maybe there could be some bus-rail 
combination." 

$80 million a mile 

Honolulu business executive Cliff Slater, 
who helped galvanize opposition to rail plans, 
said he won't take renewed talk seriously unti l 
federal  money is committed. 

.He also critic ized the H-3, label ing the $80 
mil l ion-a-mile road "a boondoggle" that was 
bui l t  only because i t  had 90 percent federal
funding. 

"When you spend your own money," he said, 
"a sense of reality intrudes." 

But opponents don't regret their long and 
u lt imately los ing battle ,  saying it helped
shelve plans to urbanize Windward Oahu and
make rural Kahaluu the island's second city. 

Community activist Bob Nakata said the H-3 
fight was a tra in ing ground for nat ive 
Hawai ians and environmentalists ,  s ince it was 
the first project i n  Hawai i  requ i ring a federal 
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Cayetano, police take part 
in pomp to dedicate freeway 

Gov. Ben Cayetano will keynote the 
H-3 Freeway's dedication ceremony,
which starts at 11 am. Dec. 12 before an
invitation-only crowd of 500 people_

The Rev. David Kaupu, chaplain of 
Kamehameha Schools, will give the 
blessing. Cayetano and others will then 
make !.he first official drive along the 
route. 

Afterward, highway crews will c!aar 
and make a final check of the freewav. At 
3 p.m. , electronic signs will be turned en 
for Hie first ti.me with the message, "H-3 
Now Open." 

Poiice motorcycle units staged at the 
Raiawa and Halekou interchanges 
simult.aneo\tsly v,-i.ll :;tart driving to the 
other end of the freeway, with ou-ramps 
along the way opening to the public as 
they pass. 

environmental impact statement, a crucial 
focal point in that and later campaigns. 

In some ways, the project foreshadowed 
conflicts between convenience and conserva­
tion that residents on Hawaii's most urbanized 
island continue to face. Nakata felt the impact 
d irectly in 1986, when he was a Windward 
Democrat seeking a third state House term, 
and an accident a week before the primary 
backed up Likelike traffic for four miles. 
Known for his freeway opposition, he noticed 
feelings immediately shift. In the end, he Jost 
by 182 votes. 

Nakata doesn't thin\,;. many motorists wm be 
using the freeway and predicts those who do 
will turn the section that feeds into the H-1 
Freeway near Pearl Harbor into a bottleneck. 

Come next week Friday, the state will be 
watching, and drivers undoubtedly wil l  let 
officials know if they feel the investment was a 
good one or if they agree with Nakata. 

"I'm not sure," he said, "this  is going to be 
worth $1 .3 billion." 
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