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A picture of an outside island plantation is somewhat similar,
according to an interview with a person living on one of the
smaller plantations on an outside island. Race relations, especial-
ly between the Filipinos and Japanese, continue about as prior
to the war. A Japanese morale committee on the island has been
instrumental in the abandonment by the Japanese of old customs,
such as the wearing of kimonos and slippers. English classes are
sponsored for the older generation. The clubhouse has been
taken over by a branch of the army. Recreation is reduced;
athletics and sports are being abandoned due to the small number
of young men left on the plantation. Kerosene, necessary for
home cooking, is being rationed. High school students and wom-
en are now in plantation jobs. Wages have been increased.

Hawaii’s major industry is thus gradually finding its way
out of the maze of difficulties created by the war and it expects
to be intact when the war is over, having in the meantime found
various useful ways of contributing to the successful prosecution
of the war.

SOME SOCIAL ASPECTS OF MAINLAND DEFENSE
WORKERS IN HONOLULU:!

CORY WILSON

Early in 1941 Honolulu opened its gates and started run-
ning another social group through its already strained digestive
system. To this capital city of the Territory of Hawaii, still
struggling to assimilate such racial, cultural, and social groups
as the Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Portuguese, Puer-
to Ricans, Caucasians, Hawaiians, plantation workers, the Army
and Navy, another group known as mainland defense workers

Liad to be added.

This group was designated defense workers before Decem-
ber 7, and in spite of efforts to change the appellation to war
workers, or many other variations, they are still known as
defense workers, and likely will be after the war is over.

As a social group, defense workers compare more nearly
with the Army and Navy in their relation to the rest of the
population than with any other of Honolulu’s varied groups.
To the other social groups, Honolulu is home, but to the
Army, Navy, and defense workers it is merely a place of
sojourn, a place to spend a year or two, serve out a contract
or enlistment, and then to leave, adding this to past experience
and the list of places visited. This factor and the attitude
necessarily arising from it has a great deal to do with the re-
lation of these three groups to the remainder of the population.

1 The author makes no pretense of exhausting the subject material.
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