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A picture of an outside island plantation is somewhat similar, 
according to an interview with a person living on one of the | 
smaller plantations on an outside island. Race relations, especial- 
ly between the Filipinos and Japanese, continue about as prior 
to the war. A Japanese morale committee on the island has been 
instrumental in the abandonment by the Japanese of old customs, I 
such as the wearing of kimonos and slippers. English classes are 
sponsored for the older generation. The clubhouse has been 
taken over by a branch of the army. Recreation is reduced: 
athletics and sports are being abandoned due to the small number i 
of young men left on the plantation. Kerosene, necessary for 
home cooking, is being rationed. High school students and wom- 

ved en are now in plantation jobs. Wages have been increased. U 
ee Hawaii’s major industry is thus gradually finding its way Ml 
Whe out of the maze of difficulties created by the war and it expects ; 
La to be intact when the war is over, having in the meantime found i 

. various useful ways of contributing to the successful prosecution I 
cf the war. i 

SOME SOCIAL ASPECTS OF MAINLAND DEFENSE 
WORKERS IN HONOLULU: 

CORY WILSON i 

Early in 1941 Honolulu opened its gates and started run- i 
ning another social group through its already strained digestive 
system. To this capital city of the Territory of Hawaii, still : 
struggling to assimilate such racial, cultural, and social groups E 
as the Chinese, Japanese, Koreans, Filipinos, Portuguese, Puer- f 
to Ricans, Caucasians, Hawaiians, plantation workers, the Army h 
and Navy, another group known as mainland defense workers 
had to be added. al 

This group was designated defense workers before Decem- : 
her 7, and in spite of efforts to change the appellation to war : 
workers, or many other variations, they are still known as : 
defense workers, and likely will be after the war is over. 

As a social group, defense workers compare more nearly 
with the Army and Navy in their relation to the rest of the 
population than with any other of Honolulu’s varied groups. 
Yo the other social groups, Honolulu is home, but to the 
Army, Navy, and defense workers it is merely a place of 
sojourn, a place to spend a year or two, serve out a contract 
or enlistment, and then to leave, adding this to past experience 
and the list of places visited. This factor and the attitude 
necessarily arising from it has a great deal to do with the re- 
lation of these three groups to the remainder of the population. 

4 aa 1 The author makes no pretense of exhausting the subject material. 
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At the outset it would be well to consider the types of men 
who make up the defense group from the mainland. First of 
all these men tend to be rather young. Most are in the age 
bracket of twenty to forty. This is only logical since a man 
with several children isn’t as likely to accept a job in the 
more remote corners of the world as a man with no dependents. 
However, there are a surprising number of men who have 
left rather large families on the mainland to work in Honolulu. 

Four out of five men, if asked why they came, will give 
varied reasons, but all agree that one reason was a curiosity 
about the islands. For young and old alike the romantic lure 
of the islands caused by years of successful advertising is the 
under-lying reason for their coming. In addition to this funda- 
mental reason, there are various other reasons such as: an op- 
portunity to make more money than ever before, poor ad- 
justment socially or in the job at home, desire to escape com- 
pulsory military service, a chance to make a little industrial 
training go a long way because of the excess of demand over 
supply in industrial manpower in Honolulu, and, not to be 
overlooked, the natural call of a congenial climate. 

Most of the older men with families came because they 
thought it possible to maintain themselves here, and_ their 
families on the mainland, and still be financially ahead. A 
few came because of a desire to escape an unpleasant home. 
Most of these married men who came before the United 
States’ participation in the war had expected to be followed 
shortly by their families. The sudden outbreak of war kept 
their families from joining them, and at the same time pre- 
vented them from returning to their families. 

Since the war, the men who have come, both young and 
old, have come mainly because of patriotic compulsion. Thous- 
ands have transferred from mainland Navy yards to the Pearl 
Harbor yard with something of a crusading spirit to help repair 
the damage done at Pearl Harbor. 

There is no reason to believe that these men represent 
anything but the average mainland industrial and construction 
worker, except perhaps that they are the more adventurous of 
the lot. However, what they represent on the mainland has 
nothing to do with the way they are regarded in the islands. 
In Honolulu they are having to answer to a new set of stand. 
ards. 

Self-disillusionment is one of the first processes the newly 
arrived defense worker has to go through in Honolulu. He may 
be either the product of a small community where he is 
well known and considered a man about town or else he came 
from a city like Brooklyn, Chicago, New York, or Philadelphia, 
and feels that this gives him the natural right to make light 

of smaller cities. 
The primary lesson this fellow has to learn is that he is 

no longer a glamour boy. In Hawaii that is reserved for the 
air corps and beach boys. The second thing to learn is that no 
matter how clever or how handsome he was at home, there 
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