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The sport of surfboarding, along with the lei and hula, stands as a 
symbol of the Hawaiian Islands and their Polynesian inhabitants. Although 
the sport is an integral part in the image of Hawaii shared by the citizens 

of the world, surfboarding has gone far beyond the boundaries of the 
Hawaiian Islands. It isnowapastime known on the shores of five continents, 

as well as in the Pacific Island area. However, Hawaii remains the world 

center for surfing where, each year, surfers from the world over gather to 
enjoy the tremendous Pacific surf. It is the purpose of this paper to 

describe one of these overseas groups in Hawaii, the California surfers, and 

to consider some of the factors which affect the degree and character of this 

group’s integration with the local surfers of Hawaii. 

The term surfboarding, or what may be more simply referred to as 

surfing, is defined as the sliding toward shore on a cresting ocean wave 

while standing erect on a surfboard. Assuch, surfing in ancient Hawaii was 

a well-developed pastime practiced by all ages and classes, as well as by 

both sexes. During the nineteenth century the sport, like so many other 

Hawaiian customs, declined almost to the point of total extinction. It is 

therefore significant that surfing survives in the modern era and even 
flourishes today, whereas the other Hawaiian sports and games remain only 

as memories. 

In the early part of this century surfing was revived at Waikiki through 

the conscious effort of men who were interested in perpetuating Hawaiian 

water sports. From this center on Oahu the sport was spread by the Olympic 

athlete, Duke Kahanamoku, to California and Australia. Still further 

developments made surfboards popular in Peru, South Africa, New Zealand, 

France, and most recently, in Israel. Each year, an influx of surfers is 

seen on Oahu from overseas, mainly from Australia, Peru and California. 
The latter group is the largest in number as well as the most devoted to a 
regular yearly migration. 

Early in the fall, small groups of athletic young men arrive from 

California at the Honolulu airport with rather unconventional luggage. A 
surfboard wrapped in a blanket and a small hand valise containing a bathing 
suit, toilet articles and a change of clothing are the primary contents of 

the surfer’s luggage. His intention is to enjoy at least four months of solid 

surfing. At the end of this period his surfboard serves as his return ticket, 

for the re-sale value on the board is usually high enough to purchase a fare 

on one of the more economical airlines to California. Upon arrival, his 

prime objective immediately takes him out into the ‘‘country,’’ to the north- 

west coast of Oahu, for the big surf. He avoids Waikiki beach and Honolulu 
and may never go there except for that one time when he must trade his 

board for a return ticket to California. These surfers, totalling between 

1. See ‘‘Hawaiian Surf Riding’, T. G. Thrum, Hawaiian 
Almanac and Annual for 1896, Honolulu, pp. 106-113, for a concise 

description of ancient Hawaiian surfing. 
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fifty and a hundred, come each fall to surf the big winter swells which are 
generated in the North Pacific storm belt and which strike Oahu’s northern 
shores from October through February. The favorite area, which serves as 

their base, extends from Haleiwa to Sunset Beach on the northwest coast of 

Oahu. 

Having made their temporary home along this coast they go each day to 

the surfing beach with the best waves. Not infrequently, ten to fifteen of 

them will rent a small, two or three-room house on the beach for use as a 

sleeping shelter. Others may buy an old panel truck and equip it with 

mattresses to make a more mobile home. As they are usually carrying only 
a small amount of cash for living expenses, they will frequently dive for fish 

to supplement their diet. Occasionally they may raid a neighbor’s fruit tree 

for some extra nourishment which often brings them into conflict with the 
residents of the area. However, relations between the surfers and the 

residents are, on the whole, fairly amicable. The surfers view the residents 

as a friendly people, if perhaps a little ‘‘dumb’’, while the residents find the 

Californians amusing, although sometimes irritating in their antics. 

In one respect their activities may be said to be integrated with those 

of the local Oahu surfers when they both share the same surfing beach, and 
often the same wave. But this is somewhat limited as the majority of the 

local surfers are from Honolulu with Waikiki as their main surfing area, 

while the Californians shun Honolulu in general and Waikiki in particular. 
The only area where the two groups consistently come together is Makaha 
on the southwest coast of Oahu, a winter surfing beach that draws surfers 
from all parts of the island. On these occasions the relations between both 
groups are usually fairly friendly, although characterized by some restraint 

and coolness. 

The Californians associate, in their non-surfing activities, with only 

a few of the local Haole and Hawaiian surfers. The Hawaiians in the latter 
group predominantly live and surf on the Haleiwa-Sunset Beach stretch of 

the island. They might take in a movie together, or several Californians 
might attend a family party of one of the Hawaiians. The Californians will 

associate only with the local Haole surfers who frequently and expertly surf 

the big winter waves on the northern shores of Oahu. 

In general, the local surfers--Hawaiian, Haole, or Oriental--are not 

admired by the California surfers; and these local surfers, on the other 

hand, do not think highly of the Californians. In general, each group has 
little of anything to do with the other. 

I believe that an important factor underlying the lack of integration 

and the personal differences which exist between the Californians and the 
majority of the local surfers is the fundamental contrast of their values in 

surfing. Kluckhohn“ defines value as “ ... a conception, explicit or 

implicit, distinctive of an individual or characteristic of a group, of the 

desirable which influences the selection from available modes, means, and 

ends of action.’’ Applying this concept to this study, the contrast in values 

between the two groups can be phrased in terms of differing conceptions of 

surfing. Briefly, the general Californian conception, whether implicit or 

explicit, is that surfing is much more than just a sport or recreation. 

2. Clyde Kluckhohn, ‘‘Values and Value-Orientations in the 

Theory of Action,’’ in Toward a General Theory of Action, ed. by 

Talcott Parsons and Edward A. Shils, Cambridge, 1951, p. 395. 
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