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The sport of surfboarding, along with the lei and hula, stands as a
symbol of the Hawaiian Islands and their Polynesian inhabitants. Although
the sport is an integral part in the image of Hawaii shared by the citizens
of the world, surfboarding has gone far beyond the boundaries of the
Hawaiian Islands. It isnow apastimeknown on the shores of five continents,
as well as in the Pacific Island area. However, Hawaii remains the world
center for surfing where, each year, surfers from the world over gather to
enjoy the tremendous Pacific surf. It is the purpose of this paper to
describe one of these overseas groups in Hawaii, the California surfers, and
to consider some of the factors which affect the degree and character of this
group’s integration with the local surfers of Hawaii.

The term surfboarding, or what may be more simply referred to as
surfing, is defined as the sliding toward shore on a cresting ocean wave
while standing erect on a surfboard. Assuch, surfing in ancient Hawaii was
a well-developed pastime practiced by all ages and classes, as well as by
both sexes.! During the nineteenth century the sport, like so many other
Hawaiian customs, declined almost to the point of total extinction. It is
therefore significant that surfing survives in the modern era and even
flourishes today, whereas the other Hawaiian sports and games remain only
as memories.

In the early part of this century surfingwas revived at Waikiki through
the conscious effort of men who were interested in perpetuating Hawaiian
water sports. From this center on Oahu the sport was spread by the Olympic
athlete, Duke Kahanamoku, to California and Australia. Still further
developments made surfboards popular in Peru, South Africa, New Zealand,
France, and most recently, in Israel. Each year, an influx of surfers is
seen on Oahu from overseas, mainly from Australia, Peru and California.
The latter group is the largest in number as well as the most devoted to a
regular yearly migration.

Early in the fall, small groups of athletic young men arrive from
California at the Honolulu airport with rather unconventional luggage. A
surfboard wrapped in a blanket and a small hand valise containing a bathing
suit, toilet articles and a change of clothing are the primary contents of
the surfer’s luggage. His intention is to enjoy at least four months of solid
surfing. At the end of this period his surfboard serves as his return ticket,
for the re-sale value on the board is usually high enough to purchase a fare
on one of the more economical airlines to California. Upon arrival, his
prime objective immediately takes him out into the ‘‘country,’’ to the north-
west coast of Oahu, for the big surf. He avoids Waikiki beach and Honolulu
and may never go there except for that one time when he must trade his
board for a return ticket to California. These surfers, totalling between

L. See ‘‘Hawaiian Surf Riding’’, T. G. Thrum, Hawaiian
Almanac and Annual for 1896, Honolulu, pp. 106-113, for a concise
description of ancient Hawaiian surfing.
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