
Cattle ranchers 
on Molokai face 
a bleak time 
By Edwin Tanji 
.Uanr''" llftH C..tt1; B.,..• 

KAUNAKAKAI - " Cam e on , 
Girty . Sorry, I can't do nalhlng. YllU 
have to go." 

Far Bill Buchanan, It's a penonal 
loss. His lWO pet heifers, Girly and 
Lady, :11'1! about ta become v!cUms 
or the Molokai cattle depopulation 
program. 

For Mike DcColte. wllh nearly 
2.000 acres af teased land al Kalae 
and In East Molokai, t t'1 an econom­
ic Joss. He faces an annual lease 
cosl of $11.000. with nothing com• 
Ing back becauac there won't be 
any cattle on the land for a yclll', 

"You blame me for trytng II> pro­
tect it?" DcCoilC aald. 

For Buzzy Sproat. il'a bolh per• 
sonal and economic. A clulmplon 
rodeo rider, Sproat auddenly won't 
have any cattle avallilble ta pracllce 
roping and ta help him when he 
traln 1 a hor tt . "I cannot train 
hone, without a cow," he aald. 

For Edmund Pedro and hi.I father , 
Sam, it 's .even more painful because 
they killctl orr their herd Just four 
years ago bccauac or bovine tuber 
culosis, and were Juat gelling 11 
breeding herd back together again. 

They ar c am ong the 20 or so 
Molokai folks who have been figh t• 
Ing the •latM>rden.-d cattle drpopu ­
laUon pn,gram ta the biller end. 
The ir la st hope failed la1t wee k 
when the Ha waii Sup reme Court re­
ject ed the ir appeal or a Circuit 
Court decision that the canle be 
killed. 

OeColle feels they 'v e been !re a l• 
cd unfairly . "'We w anted a Jury 
tri al Jr Lhl• wen t 10 a Ju,y trial , you 
thi nk 11 would gu agaln,t us !" he 
:,aid. 

''The •lnle doesn' t care. but peo­
p le wou ld under s ta nd I he hard ­
ship," Buchanan &aid ''Thia la food 
lor 1hc ranchcni . A lot of ut r3Jsc, 

,....,_.....,...,_,.,. 
BIH Buchanan talks to hla c::rtttefll. lady, a 3~•year-illd Hereford . has 1n11 while face. The other cow Is Girty. 
Rancher Mike DaCalte 11tane1s behlnel Lady . 

t l!.c,!e CDW'I for home u,c . ~ 
Once the cattle are gone from 

Molokai, It wlll lllke man, than four 
ycan, Cor the ran chers to rerovcr . 
Under lhe dcpopulaUon progr3m, no 
collie can be on the land for one 
year . In lhc accond year, a rancher 
can bring In catUc , but they must 
be 1la11Bhtcrcd after a year and 
examined for bovine TB. Ir the ani­
mals uc cl=, then lhc rancher 
can begin lo rebuil d a herd. 

The government has offered S50,• 
000 for a loan program to help 
ranchers buy new anJm..ls. OcCoite 
Baid It'• not nearly enough . 

" What arc you going to do wtlh 
$50.000~ You're tal king abOut 250 
ranc hrrs here," he Bald. He said n 
good bull will cost cl011e II> $2,000 
atul a brc celln11 heller wUI run S6.'i0 
lo S750. Then ii lake ., nine muntht 
tu i;et a calf and an other year be ­
fore the calf la big enoug h to go to 
a lecdlot and sale , That' s two years 
or money going out and none com-

lng In. on to hla breeding herd or heifers 
"'Two years l0 gel a lredc r ,'" he and bulls . 

11aid. "And in our case i l' a four In 1981. I.he Pcdros kUIC!d all '1( 
years. Two ycan, standing by and their catU e because one was found 
two years of wa,Ung," ta have bovine TD. 

It'• already been an economic "OK. We had TB. But now ll'~ 
loss. Buthanan and Deeoilc aald il four years later and they tell us we 
has coa t the ranchers fighting have to depopulate apln . All the 
depopulation SI00,000 to take the time. we' ve done everyth ing they 
wu~• through a atate heanng om, told us to do. We had the animal., 
cer ~nd the courta . _ tcstt,d an d they all came out clean,'· 

"You think we're l(Oin11 to 1pend he •aid. 
$100.000 if we didn 't th ink we were Thmkl n11 they had a clean herd . 
right ,'" OcCoite h id. l' cdro 11atd he beg an l0 lease man., 

land. bought a new lJ'Uck and stock• 
!)ill'd I Upplics II> build th e herd up , 
l<1 about 100 head. So w hr' • round­
ini: them up again. 

• Th e dl'l)lll)ulaUon pr ogram will 
pay ranche rs for the c.aulc . Uut the 
fro cra l aubsldy for each head goes 
unly t o u mu1 mum or 5~50. DcCoi1c 
~aid h is bul11 are ap pr alae d at 
52.000 "llut ,..e ·n, not gmng to get 

' thal So what good i, t~~ appr:u,<. 
al ~" 

A!4 dt-t:~ lons '-''Cnl ~gilln»t them , 
mnst beg an ID rro ucc their h erds. 
l::dmuml l' t'dro aaid hc·s 1,.,cn cut ­
ting out th e '"fccdct11" ~nd holding 

" W e don't have 100 much or a 
choice , We want 10 avoid having 
the go vernment come in and re­
mo\.'l'" uur c.attJc." he Kaid. 

- 11 hurLs m lhc pocketbook .- he 
oJiil. llul he expccta ID be raising 
c•t lle again In a year . " I m a llt llc 
loo youn g to Gl\'C up . Molokai 1$ my 
home-


