Cattle ranchers
on Molokai face

a bleak time
By Edwin Tanji

| Adeertiser Mawi County Bureda

KAUNAKAKAI — "Come on,
Girly. Sorry, I can’t do nothing. You
have to go.”

For Bill Buchanan, it's a personal
Jogs. His two pet heifers, Girly and
Lady, are about 1o become victims
of the Molokai cattle depopulation

program.

For Mike DcCoite, with nearly
2000 acres of leased land at Kalae
and in East Molckal, it's an econom-
ic loss. He faces an annual lease
cost of $11,000, with nothing com-
ing back because there won't be
any cattle on the land for a year.

“You blame me for trying 1o pro-
teet #t?" DeCoite sakd,

For Buzzy Sproai, it's both per-
sonal and ecconomde. A champion
rodeo rider, Sproat suddenly won't
have any catile available 10 practice
roping and to help him when he
traing a horse. 'l cannot train
horses withoul a cow,” he said.

For Edmund Pedro and his father,
Sam, it's £ven more painful because
they killed off their herd just four
ycars ago because of bovine tuber
culesis, and were just geiting a
breeding herd back together again.

They are amnn% the 20 or sa
Molokal folks who have been fight.
ing the state-ordered catule depopu-
lation program o the bitter end.
Their last hope failed last week
when the Hawail Supreme Court re-
jected their appeal of a Cireuit
Court decision that the cattle be
killed.

DeColte feels they've been treol-
ed unfairly. “We wanled a jury
tria. If this went to a jury trial, you
think it would go against us? he
sald.

“I'he slate doesn’t care, but peo-
ple would understand the hard-
ship,” Buchanan said "This is food
for the ranchera, A fot of ua raise

Bil Buchanan taks 1o his crifters. Lady, a 3Vz-year-oid Herelord. has the white face. The other cow is Girly.
Rancher Mike DaColte stands behind Lady.

these cows for home use.”

Once the caltle arc gome from
Molokai, it will take more than four
years for the ranchers W recover,
Under the depopulation prograrm, no
caltle can be on the land for one
year. In the second year, a rancher
can bring in caitie, bul they must
be slaughicred after a year and
examined for bovine TB. If the ani-
mals are cleapn, then the rancher
can begin Lo rebuild a herd.

The government has offered $50,-
000 for a loan program o help
ranchers buy new animals. DeCoite
said it's not pearly cnough.

“What are you going to do with
§50,0007 You're talking about 250
ranchers here,” he said, He soid a
geod bull will cost close to $2.000
aitd a breeding heifer will run $650
to 5750. Then it takes nine manths
lo get u calf and another yoar be-
fore the calf is big enough to go 1a
a feediot and sale, Thal's two years
of maoney going out and none com-

ing In.

“Two ycars to get a fecder,” he
sald. “And in our case it's four
years. Two yecara standing by and
two years of waiting.”

s already been an cconomic
loss. Buchanan and DeCoite said it
has cost the ranchers fighting
depopulation $100,000 o take the
{ssues through o state heanng offi-
cer and the courts.

"You think we're going to spend
$100,000 if we dun’t think we were
right,"” DeCoile said.

*The depopulation program wili
Ry ranchers for Lhe cattle. But the
{ederal subsidy for cach head goes
only to o maximum of §450. DeCoite
said his bulli are appraised at
52,000 "tul were nol going to get

"that S0 what good is the apprais.

al

As decislons went sgnst them,
maost began Lo reduce their herds,
Edmund Pedro said he's been cut-
ting out the “feeders” and holding

on to his breeding herd of heifers
and bulls.

In 1981, the Pedros killed all of
their cattle because one was found
to have bovine TB.

“OK. We had TB. But now jt's
four years later and they toll us we
have (o depopulate again. All the
lime, we've done everything they
told us to do. We had the animals
tlested and they all came out clean,”
he =aid,

Thinking they had a tlean herd.
Podro said he began o lease more
land. bought a new truck and stock-

piled supplics to build the herd up |
Lo about 100 head. Now he's round. |

ing them up again.
“We don't have loo much of a

choice, We want o avaid having |
the government come in and re-

move our catule.” he said.

‘It hurts in the pocketbook,” he :

auitl, Bul he cxpects to be raising
catile again in a year. "I'm a ltle
o young o give up, Molokai is my
home,”
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