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Community Development as a
Social Science Frontier’

Andrew W. Lind

The term Community Development, although intimately related to revolu-
tionary changes of far-reaching significance in the contemporary world, is
as yet relatively unknown to the great majority of Europeans and Americans.
Unquestionably, however, Westerners will be increasingly compelled by the
mounting pressures of regional and national interdependence to take thoughtful
account of this newly named movement. The frontier regions of the world,
which have recently experienced rapid social change or ate now in the midst
of it, afford a natural laboratory setting within which to explore the conditions
giving rise to community development and to evolve the hypotheses regarding
its essential and universal nature.

It is particularly appropriate that community development should engage
the attention of both scholars and administrators in Hawaii, which has so
recently faced many of the social and economic transformations which now
harass the peoples of the so-called “underdeveloped regions” of the world
and out of which this new movement is emerging. The selection of the University
of Hawaii campus as the site for the Center for Cultural and Technical
Interchange between East and West, and the establishment on the Island of
Hawaii of a center for the training of Peace Corps volunteers as aides in
education and community development in Southeast Asia testify to the significant
role which these islands can play in relationship to the extensive pre-industrialized
areas of the world which are still in the process of emerging from colonial
tutelage. Although the Hawaiian experience by no means parallels in all details
the revolutionary changes now taking place in other parts of the Pacific or in
Asia, Africa, or Latin America, thete are surely many impressive elements of
similarity of which Islanders must be aware if they are to play the part in the
expanding world community to which they are increasingly being called.

The Back gromzd of Cominunity Development

The term community development is of relatively recent origin, but as

*This paper is the immediate outgrowth of a graduate course in the spring of 1963,
the first regularly scheduled seminar on Community Development offered at the University
of Hawaii. The experience of two members of the Sociology Department on Fulbright
Lectureships in South and Southeast Asia had made them acutely aware of the demand in
the pre-industrialized areas of the world for systematic knowledge regarding this expanding
movement and of the urgency for such courses to be offered at the University of Hawaii,
with its growing emphasis upon the concerns of the nations around the Pacific. Twelve
graduate students, drawn from the Philippines, Thailand, Laos, Hong Kong, Hawaii, and
Continental United States, participated in the seminar, of whose preliminary orientation
the following paper constitutes a part.
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