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…​ TRAIL OFF 
--​ FALSE START or INTERRUPTION 
^^​ LAUGHTER 
*    *​ EMPHASIS (in speech, not added) 
[     ]​ NOTES (pause = less than 3 seconds, long pause = 3+ seconds, English translations,  

  added clarification, notation of coughs/clearing of throat/tongue clicks/etc.) 
 

 
 
Dannii  0:26   

I'm just gonna leave the questions up here so we have them for reference, um, 
throughout the interview. They're really broadly constructed. ^^ So, they're very 
open-ended for you to be able to give your opinion. Um, obviously, uh, my topic 
specifically being decolonization in Linguistics. I'm very interested in your thoughts 
on how we've decolonized, what we have left to decolonize, and what steps we can 
take. So, um, kind of keep that in mind as a framework to help you kind of narrow 
down your answers but, like, they're very broad questions. Um, so--  
 

Adrienne  0:55   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  0:55   
--the first one [clears throat] is because there are so many different definitions of 
decolonization, just to make sure we're both on the same page, so I know your 
reference point for when you're speaking of decolonization, uh, could you define 
what decolonization means to you in the context of academia? 
 

Adrienne  1:24   
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[long pause] Uh, it's difficult to answer.  
 

Dannii  1:28   
Right? ^^ 
 

Adrienne  1:28   
[long pause] I mean because I know [inaudible] like, it just-- Like, it needs to be 
everything done-- redone completely. Kind of like starting from the ground up. Like 
wipe everything off. Come back from the ground up but that's impossible. Um, [long 
pause] I mean guess how I see it or has definitely been as I've tried to write about it 
or promote it is, there [pause] are other ways of being and knowing that [pause] 
haven't been recognized, [pause] are not considered, or are in contrast to what we 
are used to in terms of under the Western [pause] frame of schooling. Everything 
we've pretty much been-- we have learned and know. Or I guess, and even in terms 
of our, probably, own schooling, academic experience. Um, [long pause] so, I guess 
just the recognition of that and that there's other, like I said, other ways of knowing, 
ways of being, that need to be recognized as [pause] valid. 
 

Dannii  3:30   
It's like a-- Yeah, so more of a deconstructing of the ideologies around knowledge, 
right? Like, what constitutes knowledge. Maybe? 
 

Adrienne  3:41   
And knowing that what-- Yeah, like what we have learned or especially, like, when it 
comes to Linguistics, right? It's all definitely coming from a Western, European-- 
Well, moving from Western or, like, European then bringing it to, like, especially, like, 
American Linguistics and their work on Native languages and [pause] the history of 
it. So, being knowledgeable or just [pause] pretty-- As I mentioned, it’s like our field 
and academia is rooted in colonization and just kind of in the, the othering of peoples 
that [long pause] speak different languages, um, especially Indigenous languages, 
Native languages. Uh, sometimes the othering, fetishiz-- like, fetishization, 
romanticization, etc. Um... 
 

Dannii  4:41   
Yeah, no. Those aren’t good words to use, right? 
 

Adrienne  4:44   
^^ 
 

Dannii  4:44   
^^ Fetishization. Romanticization. Exotification. All those sorts of, um, practices that 
have been very problematic in the past.  
 

Adrienne  4:52   
Mmhmm.  
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Dannii  4:52   
So, undoing those is what the-- Kind of fits with the aims of decolonization in 
academia would be.  
 

Adrienne  4:59   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  4:59   
If I'm understanding you. 
 

Adrienne  5:00   
And definitely, like, decolon-- is like, uh, *knowing* the role that that has played into 
how our languages are now and what's going on with languages. Um, as, like, as you 
mentioned here for language revitalization and reclamation. 
 

Dannii  5:18   
Yeah, so, the historical context is a key element--  
 

Adrienne  5:20   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  5:21   
--in that as well.  
 

Adrienne  5:24   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  5:25   
Well, yeah, I know it's a, it's a difficult term to define because it's so, it's so broad 
and it covers--  
 

Adrienne  5:30   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  5:30   
--so many areas. 
 

Adrienne  5:31   
And I'm trying to think of-- Because, like, yes, I've read Linda, Linda Smith's book a 
couple of times. A few times already and it's just like… ^^ 
 

Dannii  5:44   
Yeah, I mean it's so amazing and informative but it's so dense that there's so much. 
Like, how it's [colonization] really-- It's insidious, the way that it's in--  
 

Adrienne  5:55   
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Mhmm.  
 

Dannii  5:56   
--everything and you have to really kind of pull that out and, and analyze 
*everything* to really explain the colonial aspects of everything.  

 
Adrienne  6:04   

Mhmm.  
 

Dannii  6:04   
Taking the time to undo those. Slowly unpacking that colonial-- 
 

Adrienne  6:07   
And actually I-- Well, like, she starts off, like, that research is a dirty word to most 
Indigenous people. Um, she starts out with kind of that, [pause] you know, the skulls 
being, um, well obviously, skulls being used by scientists. And in a way that they're 
like, ‘Oh, yes, this is why they're different because their brain-- or you know, the 
skull size is different." And he's like, "It only hold so much, or, you know, than this--  
 

Dannii  6:39   
Yeah. ^^  
 

Adrienne  6:39   
--other one." And it's just like aaahhhh. Yeah, um, [pause] and I'm just trying to 
think, yeah, of how, you know, she gives the, like, 25 ways to kind of, like, either 
change research, um, or research can be changed and everything too. So, yeah. I 
mean, I, I-- Hers is on deco-- When it comes to decoloniz-- I think of hers first. 
Trying to think of everything she said but also there's other scholars but, I mean, I 
guess, the way I see it is decolonization is definitely... [long pause] Obviously, the 
recognition that, like, all of what we have learned and what we have been learning, 
how everything is pretty much constructed, has been in, like, this very much 
Western framework. Western colonial framework. That no one has really questioned, 
um, a whole bunch or were kind of like reass-- You know, how can it be reassessed 
until fairly recently, right? And I guess that goes for different fields. Um, for 
Linguistics, I don't-- I mean, it's [long pause] happening. It's-- But it's been a very 
recent-- [pause] Only a small number of scholars or als-- A few number of people 
who are really actively trying to do it, um, [long pause] and decolonizing takes 
many-- I don't know, um, because I know there's a decolonizing Linguistics, like, 
book that-- or kind of, like, a big ol' handbook that just came out. Um, and there is 
this notion that ^^ decolonizing in a sense of ownership, or not as our proprietary-- 
But kind of that belongs to us, in a sense of more Native and Indigenous. Um, 
[pause] but--  
 

Dannii  8:30   
[inaudible]  
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Adrienne  8:30   
--I know it, it does apply to other kinds of marginalized groups and peoples. Um, I 
say that because I know some people, with that book, they're like, "Did they even 
ask any Native or Indigenous people to be a part of that?" Or like, they only asked, 
like, Wes to do it and I was, like-- He's-- There's other people. Like, I know, Wes is 
kind of at the forefront of that move-- or, you know, kind of that way of thinking but 
he's not the only one. So they-- You know, it's very-- Even then that was a little bit 
of gatekeeping. They're just very selective on who they asked to be a part of that, 
that book, or that, that handbook, or whatever. 
 

Dannii  9:11   
Yeah, there's definitely-- I think, like you said, esp-- especially in Linguistics, there’s 
a more recent interest in it and, um, it's kind of become almost, um, a buzzword, 
right? Where it's, like, it's thrown in a lot of context. And, like, to me, and part of the 
reason why I'm doing this research is like, do we actually *know* what is being said 
when this is being talked about? So, I feel like the definition does vary. I mean, you 
have everything from Linda Tuhiwai Smith, right? To Tuck and Yang, who are, you 
know, that decolonization is not a metaphor [clears throat] and a whole bunch of 
viewpoints in between. And I don't think the term is fully thought through by a lot of 
scholars who are newly engaged in the topic, um, and, like, it's just, it's, it's 
important to be clear about what you're, what you're talking about when you talk 
about decolonization,--  
 

Adrienne  9:58   
Mhmm.  
 

Dannii  9:57   
--right? Making sure that you understand what it is and that's part of the goal of this 
research is to kind of put up some more clarity on, like, these are the things that you 
need to think about when you're talking about decolonization. And to try and help 
[pause] steer from being a buzzword or something appropriated and used--  
 

Adrienne  9:58   
Mhmm. 
 

Dannii  9:59   
--in an inappropriate way.  But I think there's a lot that should be done. But the 
conversation is-- I think, it's very much needed, um, but done properly. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  10:16   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  10:16   
Or it's-- 
 

Adrienne  10:19   
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And obviously, there's going to be resistors but that's to be expected. 
 

Dannii  10:36   
Always. Change always brings--  
 

Adrienne  10:38   
Mhmm.  
 

Dannii  10:37   
--resistance. ^^ So I-- If we can move on, it kind of leads into the second question, 
which may or may not be a different definition for you. It seems to vary but 
decolonization is sometimes used interchangeably with or sometimes considered very 
different from Indigenization. Um, how would you define Indigenization if that is a 
different definition for you? 
 

Adrienne  10:50   
^^ So, this came up-- Uh, where did I hear it from? Um, maybe it was a podcast but 
I like how they use this in a sense of space invaders. Um... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  11:14   
^^ Like, the video game? 
 

Adrienne  11:17   
I don't know about the video gam-- but they're more talking about, kind of like, 
we're invading spaces and we're getting in there. Like, we're, you're, we're having 
more presence. Or, and like, we're invading these spaces that necessarily weren't-- 
We were-- Obviously, we're not highly-- There's not a big, epic group of us and that's 
pretty much what we've been trying to do with Natives4Linguistics, right? And like, 
that was one of the goals. And that's, like, Indigenize LSA and it's just-- There needs 
to be more Indigenous people here. Like, [pause] how do we get more people to 
come? Or how do we get more representation? How do we actually get more Native, 
Indigenous linguists, or language people, language scholars, to [pause] come invade 
the space? In a sense and I know that's probably... [long pause] I don't know. It 
doesn't se-- A-- Mmm... Maybe not the best way to ^^ describe ^^ it ^^ but, like, I 
said, I really liked how it was-- I saw how that person was using it. I was like, "Okay, 
yeah, so that's why we have been doing this for-- I guess, you might also call us 
Space Invaders." ^^ 

 
Dannii  12:33   

Yeah, or space reclaimers. Like... ^^ 
 

Adrienne  12:35   
Space Reclaimers? ^^ Eh, because I don't know if we would ever say that we would 
be necessarily-- You know, we didn't have a space there before or that there-- 
 

Dannii  12:45   
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Well, the knowledge. The knowledge--  
 

Adrienne  12:47   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  12:48   
--you had before, I mean.  
 

Adrienne  12:50   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  12:51   
Yeah, I mean, it's definitely-- So, Indigenization is-- it has-- that has to be done by 
Indigenous people. 
 

Adrienne  12:59   
Mmhmm. 
 

Dannii  12:59   
Can't have non-Indigenous people Indigenizing things. Can you have non-Indigenous 
people decolonizing things then? Like, is that where non-Native allies can come in is 
in the decolonization process?  

 
Adrienne  13:11   

Yeah. I mean and they, as with Natives4Linguistics too, is, like, they have-- That was 
also one of the goals of, ^^ or objectives, is to kind of... [long pause] How, in a 
sense of using the Wes' vision of what Natives4Linguistics, or kind of that broadening 
participation, um, sense, and then how can they apply it to their own work or even, 
you know, their own research and teaching. And, you know, even how they can 
change the course, their course, to reflect that they are, you know, that they-- to 
their takeaways of that, that participation in Natives4Linguistics. Whether that was, 
like, the workshop or whatever we did after with, like, our mostly online Zoom stuff 
but yeah. So, I mean, yes, I think definitely Indigenization it has to actually-- You're 
not gonna have Indigenization if there's actually no Natives or Indigenous people 
being involved or no presence, um, and our voices, um, but decolonization can 
happen by anyone who's willing to do it. 
 

Dannii  14:28   
They're kind of like two halves of the same coin. Well, you know, two sides of the 
same coin.  
 

Adrienne  14:34   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  14:34   
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Great. Yeah. I think that, um, you know, it's good to know where, um, non-Native 
allies can be and where they can't be and what we can do and what we can't do. Um, 
to support, right, um, different goals and aspects without appropriating and taking 
over spaces where we shouldn't be and doing the things we shouldn't be. So, it's 
good to know that there's differences in definitions and clarifying where we can and 
should be able to step up and help or when we need to just stand by and listen. So, 
thank you for sharing those.  
 

Adrienne  15:10   
^^  

 
Dannii  15:10   

I know it's a big task to try and ^^ define ^^ both of those. Um, so, I think then 
keeping in, in mind decolonization since the, the audience of my dissertation is 
aimed at non-Indigenous people, right? Like, I think Indigenous people know more 
about decolonization. They understand it in a way that I think that there's lacking 
clarity for non-Indigenous ally, allies. Um, so, that's who the audience is. So, sticking 
with the topic of decolonization then, um, what I want to know is for Linguistics, 
moving away from academia in general, more specifically to language revitalization, 
Linguistics, and that kind of interaction zone. Um, what do you think the outcomes, 
the benefits of being-- or undergoing decolonization, as a field, would be? 
 

Adrienne  15:55   
And you want to separate it or kind of-- like, how that would look for academics 
and... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  16:05   
So, Linguistics--  
 

Adrienne  16:06   
People not-- 
 

Dannii  16:07   
--specifically. If you wanted--  
 

Adrienne  16:07   
--in academia?  
 

Dannii  16:08   
--Yeah, if you want to speak outside of that, that's tot-- I'm totally fine with that, 
but, um, Linguistics is kind of the area of focus so, um, maybe start there and 
broaden out as you see fit? Because it really applies to all of academia and, of 
course, the interactions outside of. 
 

Adrienne  16:27   
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[long pause] Hmm. [pause]. In terms of the outcomes of, for an academic sense, 
um, I guess it will be different ways of, of training. Of, kind of taking this and, like-- 
[pause] The, the how people are learning about linguistics and being trained in 
linguistics would, obviously, that's going to be a major, hopefully, a major outcome of 
decolonizing or at least re-- you know, kind of that reconceptualizing *how* 
Linguistics can be different if we think about it in this different way. Um, [long pause] 
and which would be in [pause] contrast to, obviously, to kind of how a lot of people 
have learned it. Especially those older generations. ^^ Or kind of how they think 
about languages too. Um, I gu-- and I guess going outside of, [long pause] outside 
of academics in terms of, like, how this maybe affected like language workers, 
language warriors. Ummmmm... [long pause] Maybe funding for work? That may be 
a huge change in terms of how funders want the information that they want to 
actually fund a project or something. Um... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  18:41   
Wh-- what would be the, the benefits for funding? Like, if academia and Linguistics, 
specifically, was to be decolonized how do you think that would affect funding? 
 

Adrienne  18:56   
My guess is it depends on where the funder-- how the funding is, or who the funder 
is because in the sense that they just-- [long pause] There would be more proposals, 
probably, and then the research questions would be framed differently. Um, [long 
pause] and that would probably give more people outside academia-- And, I mean, it 
wouldn't be so, [pause] I mean, not less sort of cumbersome because I can't see the 
NSF [National Science Foundation] changing ^^ to ^^ where ^^ they would make it 
super easy or whatever, but, like, maybe not-- a little bit more accessible for that 
type of funding. Um... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  19:57   
But that's-- I think that's interesting. The, the accessibility of funding. Is it-- do-- 
what do you mean? Like, making it more accessible? Is it-- Who is it not accessible 
to and, and-- 
 

Adrienne  20:10   
To a lot of programs or definitely to a lot of people who are not familiar with that kind 
of [pause] application and all that they require and kind of everything. I mean, like I 
said, it's government funding. So, they're not necessarily like, okay, gonna get rid 
of-- Like, you have to have a whatever kind of-- be registered with the government 
to have this specific DUNS [Data Universal Numbering System] number or to be-- to 
have that funding go to a specific-- It's not, obviously, it's not just gonna go to an 
individual. It has to go to a recognized organization or institution of some sort. Um... 
[long pause] 
 

Dannii  20:52   
So, I guess what--  
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Adrienne  20:53   
Cause I'm like--  
 

Dannii  20:53   
--I'm hearing--  
 

Adrienne  20:54   
Yeah, I mean more explicit in terms of, like, even thinking that [pause] everything 
that they would requi-- er, require, like, especially-- And I talk about the NSF just 
because of working with Wes and working with other people on, under NSF grants. 
Um, what they want or what they consider intellectual merit and, you know, broader 
impacts. Um, that they-- [pause] I'm not sure how they're weighted when it comes 
to decisions in the sense of like-- Oh, or even in the sense of having some broader 
impacts considered intellectual merit, as well. [pause] That would make their 
proposal stronger in that sense for getting funding probably. 
 

Dannii  21:51   
Like the, the goals of the projects that are being funded could be expanded to be 
more beneficial then. 
 

Adrienne  22:01   
It's for-- Yeah, for the broader impacts. Them having more,--  
 

Dannii  22:06   
Mmm.  
 

Adrienne  22:06   
--being more ranked, or kind of more weight, or just more consideration for, like, 
how this can, [pause] obviously, be a benefit to *a lot* of people and a lot of 
different training, and not necessarily just to this growing or con-- contributing to a 
certain body of knowledge that only a certain people are only going to be able to 
access later on. 
 

Dannii  22:31   
Okay, good. So, yeah, like, definitely making it more accessible and inclusive. That 
word is always kind of tricky. Inclusive of different types of knowledge and what's 
being funded. Who can access and who's gonna benefit from the funding coming in. 
Like, the research being done. Right?  
 

Adrienne  22:52   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  22:52   
And I think that would definitely be a, a huge benefit ^^ of the funding loosening up. 
And especially funding things that maybe are non-traditional projects. Like, 
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"non-traditional" [air quotes] projects in Linguistics. Things that aren't typically in 
our wheelhouse but are maybe more community oriented.  
 

Adrienne  23:18   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  23:18   
Great. Well, I think, um, you know, that kind of overlaps with the next question in a 
way. That, um, you know, non-Indigenous linguists, um, I think are the, you know, 
majority, obviously, um, throughout Linguistics history. So, um, continuing forward. 
How are ways that, you know-- I know, there's been definitely some improvements 
in the field over the years as we've talked about decolonization kind of becoming 
more of an issue and collaboration, um, becoming more of a discussion topic, but 
how are some-- What are some ways that, um, non-Indigenous linguists can be 
better collaborators for Indigenous language reclamation, revitalization work, 
specifically? 
 

Adrienne  23:59   
Mmm hmm mmm. [sing-song humming] [long pause] So, well, [pause] if we're 
talking about revitalization in terms of growing the number of speakers versus 
reclamation, in terms of, I think, of Wes' definitions-- ^^  
 

Dannii  24:19   
Yeah. ^^  
 

Adrienne  24:22   
--um, [long pause] I don't know about collaborating. Um... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  24:48   
May-- Maybe that word is-- isn't quite the right word. Maybe, like, how can, how do 
you see non-Indigenous linguists being able to, to be beneficial? Right? To be able to 
help or to step back. I know that also in the area of language revitalization, this idea 
of reclamation or regrowth, that there's a lot of different ways of thinking and 
conceptualizing around the same sort of topic of, like, bringing languages back into 
use. Um, do you think that there's a place for non-Indigenous linguists there? If so, 
like, what is that place? How can we contribute? Or do you think that's something 
that we should really not be, um, [pause] I'm gonna say, involved. So, 
non-Indigenous linguists shouldn't be involved in as much? 
 

Adrienne  25:30   
[long pause] I mean, sometimes it is doing-- I'm not, not saying like the busy work 
but... [long pause] I suppose [pause] linguists if they're better or if they had, if they 
have a lot of experience with funding or grants or any kind of paperwork that could 
be-- You know, they could use their skills or knowledge towards that to help whoever 
they're working with. Um, [long pause] using their resources. Especially if they're at 
institutions like universities or any kind-- Using the resources to help out with 
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whatever that could be. So, whether that's, um, with interviews, or transcriptions, or 
access to archives, or, um, if they have any great recordings or documentation on 
their own, or of their own. [pause] Not be hoarders. ^^ Make sure that, you know, 
that, that it's accessible to, first, the community or whoever they-- I mean, the 
family or whoever. The individuals who they may have gotten that from. Um, [long 
pause] yeah, making that more widely accessible to whoever that may be or 
community, if that's the case. Um, [long pause] I'm sorry. I guess I'm thinking of it 
as not necessarily collaborators but supported or, like, support. You know? 
 

Dannii  27:57   
Yeah, so be supportive in, in communities', um, goals, right? Of, like, making sure 
they have access to the funding they--  
 

Adrienne  28:05   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  28:05   
--might need. To, uh, the recordings and, and [pause] art-- articles, knowledge, 
archives, all those things that have been--  
 

Adrienne  28:14   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  28:15   
--kinda gate-kept by academia. Um, opening those doors and getting those 
resources into the hands of people who can use them.  

 
Adrienne  28:23   

Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  28:23   
That sounds about right?  
 

Adrienne  28:26   
Yeah. [long pause] I don't know how, in a sense of if it can be done in a way, or if 
this is possible but-- Because it would still require research of some sort or some 
kind of... [long pause] In terms of the benefits, right, of... [long pause] Of, like, 
language revitalization... [long pause] Or, let's see...[long pause] Or kind of like they, 
they, they're also vetting that this work, that this [pause] is *valid* linguistics, as 
well. Like, it's actual-- I mean the, the, the validity of app-- applied work when it 
comes to this case. 
 

Dannii  29:40   
Yeah, could you maybe speak on that a little bit more? The validity of applied work. 
Like, what do you mean by that? 
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Adrienne  29:49   
That it doesn't always have to be theoretical. Like, and, you know, like, wanting to 
work with a speaker or community based off their language [pause] because there's 
always that separation. Like, oh, theirs is theoretical. Like, there's this very, you 
know, kind of grammatical description of it but also, like, okay, like, how can we then 
*use* it and *apply* it towards this way? Um, [long pause] it's where people can 
actually use it. That want to, kind of, definitely to take it for language learning or, 
you know, for whatever reas-- Uh... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  30:31   
Do you feel that there's a--  
 

Adrienne  30:32   
That that's also *valid* work and that's also, you know, learning that for-- Is also 
valid research and is also, you know, you can-- [pause] Yeah, I guess it's, in a sense, 
like, there's definit-- I mean, as we know, within Linguistics there's a split between… 
[long pause] Definitely thinking of language in this very theoretical sense to [pause] 
either, you know, to, to prove or give more evidence or to, you know, like, oh yes, 
this language also does [pause] fits into this theory or helps with this type of logical 
[pause] analysis. Or kind of, you know, it also does this, um, in terms of fitting into 
universals or whatever, yes. Um, [pause] but I can also-- Um, I mean, it should be, 
you know, they should be the same, in the sense of being on equal footing. It 
shouldn't be like a... [long pause]  
 
Or even kind-- Yeah, that kind of-- Just moving away from that way of-- Not 
necessarily moving but also recognizing that you don't *have* to always go to, like, 
an elicitation format to learn the language or to kind of learn about structure. Like, 
you can still get some of that grammatical info and structure from having someone 
teach it to you, um, like, through many language lessons. Granted that takes a-- I 
mean, it takes [pause] a, a ^^ not like a special person but definitely a person who, 
kind of, obviously knows the language well enough and who, kind of, um, is able to 
describe or talk about the language or show the language. Like, okay, yes. That's it. 
There are, there are these patterns, right, and I can get you to-- Or I can show you 
this through kind of a language lesson, as well.  
 
I mean, that's definitely one thing that working with AILDI has shown me. It's, like, 
you don't always have to elicit everything. Like, you can-- It's coming out. The 
language is coming out in these lessons. In these language lessons for learners to 
learn them. You don't always have to sit there-- Like, yes, you may have to do a-- 
Kind of ask some questions later in terms of whatever valid, valid judgments are. 
Seeing if you're, you know, if this word order doesn't work the way-- You know, kind 
of just see what's-- Those grammatical kinds of questions but you can get the 
structure of a language through many gra-- gra-- many teaching lessons. And I think 
that's definitely how a lot of the linguists have come to-- I mean, that's pretty much 
just, like, let's sit down and let's start eliciting some words and how do you say x, y, 
z. Or-- and then like, I, usually like, I bit or I hit something. ^^ Hit them. Or, kind of, 
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like, how do you say, you know-- What we know as prepositions, like, on top of but, 
like, you can get those things through many lessons.  
 
But we're so, linguists are so used to kind of just like, oh, we just need to, kind of, 
[pause] pull this out. Where, in a sense that, like, if you-- And granted that takes a 
long time and that's what linguists don't have or academics don't have because if 
you're able to be-- And granted a lot of language communities don't have-- Where, 
to where it's being spoken enough, to where, like, they can hear it and kind of just 
see it and get to learn it through context. And like, oh, like-- [pause] Yeah, but I 
don't know if that's, that's kind of, when I think of, when it comes to applied 
versus... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  30:37   
And so the quote unquote traditional Linguistic approaches to language, right? Like, 
elicitations and grammatical analysis--  
 

Adrienne  34:45   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  34:50   
--and these targeted grammaticality judgments. These sorts of techniques and 
methods that have been developed by the field. They do have a very different goal, I 
think, than linguists or, you know, linguists who are working in communities on their 
own languages have. They have different goals, right? Like, it's--  
 

Adrienne  35:14   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  35:14   
--definitely, like, figure that out. This puzzle piece and then write a paper and publish 
it versus we're trying to figure out how to relearn a language and to, to use a 
language and bring it back into--  
 

Adrienne  35:25   
Everyday lives.  
 

Dannii  35:26   
--[inaudible]. Yeah, and there's different-- So those different goals do naturally 
require different approaches, right? To learning. To handling. To, um-- 
 

Adrienne  35:36   
But sometimes you can still meet those same goals through one wa-- through-- I 
mean, granted, we can learn from both ways but we're so-- We, in Linguistics, we're 
just so used to just doing it or not really [pause] even being aware that like, oh, yes, 
like, you know, maybe we had these-- If we were to take it through, like, 
mini-immersion lessons then I can also learn it through that way and then ask 
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questions later. Like, they're actually, like, taking it as a language learner as, um, I 
guess, as opposed to, like, a language researcher. Like, having a different kind of hat 
on. Um-- 
 

Dannii  35:50   
Yeah, it's a different level of involvement too. It really takes some time. That will--  
 

Adrienne  36:17   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  36:16   
--require a lot more time, right? There's more commitment to-- You can't just go in, 
extract, and leave. Right? Which is, I think one of the biggest complaints that, you 
know, at least that I've,  I've read in a lot of the literature, is that you-- Linguists 
come in and take what they want and leave and there's not a lot of, you know, um, 
involvement. Reciprocity. Any sort of capacity building. And that might be partly 
because of those approaches, right? Like, the way we structure linguistic research, 
traditionally, is, like, make a hypothesis, go and test it, and come back. Not build a 
relationship, figure out how things work, and then disseminate knowledge, right? 
Slightly,--  
 

Adrienne  36:58   
Mmhmm!  
 

Dannii  36:58   
--it seems slightly different but the outcomes of them, I think, are very different. A 
big impact in the reality--  
 

Adrienne  37:05   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  37:05   
--of how that's executed versus, like, the process itself. Yeah? 
 

Adrienne  37:07   
Yeah. 
 

Dannii  37:07   
Interesting. Uh, I like the, the point that you brought up about them being 
considered equally valid. Um, it's ex-- I think, [pause] I think I know the answer to 
this but I'm gonna ask you anyway. Um, do you feel there's a, a divide in the views 
of validity for Applied Linguistics or applied uses of linguistic knowledge in language 
revitalization versus the theoretical? Like, their value-- Are they valued differently, do 
you feel? 
 

Adrienne  37:33   

15 



 

[tsk] I mean, I guess just depending on who's doing that, you know. Kind of ^^ the, 
the evaluation of it. In a sense of if you're, if you're an academic, and, you know, as 
we know it's just treated as the side, the service. Um, when in reality it's still a lot of 
work to do. So, I know, like, I think that's what LSA in terms of their language 
document-- like, they did in terms of evaluation. They did have something out. Like, 
yes, this should also be seen as valid for promotion tenure or whatnot because it's 
still the same. Um, or yeah, it's valid work and valid research. [long pause]  
 

Dannii  38:28   
And [inaudible]--  
 

Adrienne  38:29   
But in terms of, I guess, in terms of, even at that LS-- in ter-- the footing of it at LSA 
[pause] or what's-- And that's just probably the way it has been for, you know, 
definitely, probably... [long pause] Yeah, probably since, like, the, maybe the, the 
midcentury of or mid-- midpoint of, like, LSA meetings is because, you know, that's a 
little bit after the whole generative framework came about. So, kind of definitely 
thinking of languages such as that or-- [pause] Ha-- ye-- Placing more emphasis or 
more-- Like, yeah. Yeah, that's the work our field needs to be doing. Um, when in 
reality because as I was looking at some of the, ^^ uh, the-- Like, going all the way 
back into language journals, you know, to kind of the beginning of-- Looking at their 
meeting minutes and everything too. Kind of some of their reflections on, you know, 
like, after the 25th and the 50th meeting their like, yes, our history kind of started 
out with our meetings, but then a lot of-- We were, you know, we became-- LSA 
became really important in terms of the wh-- the U.S. government caught-- You 
know, in terms of working with the U.S. government because they saw our-- We had 
to then use our linguist, lang-- or you know, language knowledge to, kind of, how 
can that be of help to... [pause] And then, in wartime, when it became, like, World 
War II, like, then it, then it was like they have to think about how, how can language 
be applied? Because that was what for? Language learners. They wanted soldiers and 
military people to learn the language. Languages for when-- And they still do, right? 
They still have this language institute for military people up on the coast here. Not 
too far, in Monterey. 
 

Dannii  39:11   
Yup.  
 

Adrienne  39:14   
So it's kind of, once again, not recognizing or being aware of their, like, even their 
own history of how linguistics in America, like, is, was. ^^ 
 

Dannii  40:45   
Yeah. 
 

Adrienne  40:45   
^^ 

16 



 

 
Dannii  40:45   

I think, yeah, knowledge of Linguistics as a field, and knowledge of how language 
policies evolved, and language oppression in the United States-- Especially, you 
know, I think linguists are probably more aware of it than the average American 
citizen, right? But, um, there's still a lot of knowledge that's not talked about. History 
that's not talked about. And when we talk about the history of Linguistics, it tends to 
be historical linguistics or the history of the field but--  
 

Adrienne  41:12   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  41:12   
--not so much of, like, language policies and language, you know, ideologies and all 
these things that con-- contributed to the current state of Indigenous languages. 
Which I think, it should definitely be part of our curriculum as linguists. Especially if 
you're interested in working with Indigenous communities. You need to understand 
that history. It's a, it's an essential part, right, of understanding. So, um, yeah--  
 

Adrienne  41:37   
So, I was--  
 

Dannii  41:38   
So, if I-- 
 

Adrienne  41:38   
--looking those up because, I mean, that's-- I was-- I wrote up a session proposal 
for obviously the [upcoming LSA] meeting because it's like, okay, 100 years of this 
and, like, where have Natives or Indigenous people been? Looking at the past, 
present, and the future at the meeting, right? So, that's how I started going down 
this wormhole of all this, like ^^ all ^^ the LSA, ^^ like, language kind of me-- 
[pause] And that tru-- And in, like in a sense of, like, where are we at? Where did it-- 
That needs to be in-- kind of included. So, hopefully I remember this. So, ^^ kind of 
^^ make sure-- 
 

Dannii  41:48   
^^ 
 

Adrienne  41:52   
--^^ that it is on, you know, that it is something I talk about when-- Cause, yes, the 
session was accepted and, um, [pause] yeah. Kind of thinking about our, our, our 
presence in Linguistics at the LSA. Past, present, and future. 
 

Dannii  42:34   
Yeah, and the presence, the Indigenization, right, of--  
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Adrienne  42:41   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  42:41   
--Linguistics is very much needed. Um, and it hasn't, it hasn't been that way for very 
long, right? Like, I think there's been some involvement but it's nice to see that it's 
been increasing over the years. Um, and I think a big part of decolonization is to 
allow for the space for Indigenization to happen, right? We have to be more 
accepting of having changes in academia and Linguistic approaches to knowledge, 
that has to change too, right? Like, we have to change and deconstruct those base 
assumptions and ideas.  
 

Adrienne  43:18   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  43:19   
Which is hard, which is hard to do, I think, for a lot of people. To even wrap their 
head around the idea of doing that and what that would look like. Um, and including, 
including lots of different approaches and goals and, um, way-- different ways of 
knowing, right? Like, how *can* you do research? Like, that needs to be examined 
and, and redefined. Um.. [long pause] 
 

Adrienne  43:47   
Yeah. ^^  
 

Dannii  43:50   
I think we-- You sort of touched on number five a little bit but, um, just to see if 
there's any additional thoughts. Like, the idea of traditional types of, of knowledge. 
Do you feel like they're considered legitimate in Linguistics? 
 

Adrienne  44:03   
I mean, in a way, yes. Um, [long pause] so when it comes to obviously 
documentation, right, that is one of the things that they, they're like yes, you need 
to record a document TEK [Traditional Ecological Knowledge] or, and, you know, 
[pause] oral history or stu-- stuff like that. And that's, [pause] that's seen as 
legitimate, as valid. That, like, yes, it's something to be documented because that's 
going to contribute to our, our knowledge of this language, these peoples, culture, 
etc. Um, [long pause] so, yes. In that way, yes. Um… [long pause] 
 

Dannii  45:02   
I think it's interesting you said that it's valid to *document* but what about 
implementing it as part of academia? Like, ways that it can be used for teaching or 
the transmission of knowledge? Or what types of knowledge can be taught as like, 
quote unquote, legitimate, right? Like, valid. [clears throat]  
 

Adrienne  45:23   
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I mean it's, I view, obviously, see it as legitimate, but in terms of how-- If, if people 
were going to incorporate it in-- I've s-- It depends on, it depends on, like, on, on 
who that person, researcher, or academic is and to see if they are actually, they also 
view it as [long pause] something to be included in coursework. Um, I'm trying to 
think of an example. Let's see. [long pause] And it really would depend on, like, the 
context within Linguistics, right? Because if you're taking, like, a syntax class, like 
how, how do you incorporate it in there?  
 

Dannii  46:40   
Yeah, I know. I mean in a lot of sort of fundamental courses in linguistics, right, 
morphology, phonology, syntax, phonetics, all those, language is stripped of all 
contexts and it's very systematic. It's viewed systematically, right? That's what the 
field does is the systematic study of language but do you think that the-- We should 
maybe incorporate more knowledge? Like, more context, more-- like, talk about the 
people and the culture and what these words mean and the semantics and expand 
beyond that? Or is it okay to continue on separating it completely out like that in, in 
doing linguistic analysis, in the more traditional sense? [pause] That makes sense? 
 

Adrienne  47:24   
[long pause] Can you say that last part again? 
 

Dannii  47:38   
I think that, um, yeah. Let me see if I can. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  47:43   
^^ 
 

Dannii  47:43   
My brain is going faster than my mouth does, you know. ^^ Um, and, like in 
Linguistics, I think with traditional knowledge, it's more of, at least from my 
experience, it's more of a side note, right? It's something that you'd have to search 
out yourself or, um, it's not considered relevant. It's usually stripped of all that 
information and looks at language as an isolated system. Right? And so you don't 
talk about-- I mean, I've been in classes where I've gotten language and you're told 
the name of the, the region that's from, the name of the language, and maybe how 
many speakers are left and that's it. There's no other context to anything, um, and 
bringing in anything else is considered irrelevant. Which is a little bit different than 
traditional knowledge. I'm kind of going on a tangent here, but, yeah.  
 

Adrienne  48:28   
^^  
 

Dannii  48:26   
I've lost my train of thought but do you think that sort of thing is okay? Um, to keep 
isolating it and view it as a sys-- systematic language because Linguistics that's kind 
of how we fundamentally have operated as a field of study for a very long time.  
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Adrienne  48:42   

Hmm, I mean, I think it'd be hard to kind of do that in a sense of-- And, like, it, like I 
said, it depends. Like, you could probably do it in a field's methods course. Right? 
But, like, in another course, [long pause] in, definitely in the more structural 
courses, like, I don't... [long pause] I mean, it could probably be incorporated into it 
a little bit but it really depends on, like, how much that instructor, that facul-- or 
whoever has to base it off of, kind of, that-- Cause I'm also, [pause] like, thinking of 
how it could be, [pause] you know, just thinking about Zuni in the sense of, kind of 
like, oh. Like, where would it come up in the course, right? Like where would this--  
 

Dannii  49:35   
Mmm.  

 
Adrienne  49:36   

--like knowl-- You know, I'm thinking of, kind of, [long pause] whether that's plants 
or I'm thinking definitely more of, um-- 
 

Dannii  49:50   
TEK. 
 

Adrienne  49:51   
Yeah or [pause] I mean definitely not the religious stuff or anything like that. Um... 
[long pause] No. Yeah, I just don't know where it would come up in that kind of 
cour-- Like, stuff, like, you know, kind-- Like, what can actually be taught in terms of 
traditional knowledge? Where-- What can actually be taught? Like, who would be 
teaching it? In a sense of, like, how would it be *actually* incorporated, like, in, in, 
in a connecting way, in the sense of-- Granted because you have to still learn about 
that, like you said, phonetics, morphology, all that stuff.  [long pause] And you can I 
guess use, like, terms that sh-- highlight, like, TEK or plants or something like that. 
Or maybe something with the, their culture in terms of maybe the creation-- 
whatever kind of stories they have, um, to highlight those but to-- And I guess some 
people are really knowledgeable depending on whatever they studied or whatever 
they have, um, yeah. I don't know. I guess it can be but I think, well, in the 
classroom, I don't know. ^^  
 

Dannii  51:23   
^^  
 

Adrienne  51:23   
It would have to depend a lot. Um. 
 

Dannii  51:23   
Yeah, uh, I don't think non-Indigenous folks can really teach traditional knowledge, 
right?  
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Adrienne  51:31   
Mmhmm. And-- 
 

Dannii  51:32   
And not all-- 
 

Adrienne  51:32   
--especially when it comes to teaching linguistics. Um... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  51:40   
Maybe, like, including some context so words are, are situated in knowledge--  
 

Adrienne  51:47   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  51:46   
--that can be shared with, that can be shared and are shareable from a non-- Like, 
that a non-Indigenous person could be able to share and not misrepresent it, right? 
But--  
 

Adrienne  51:47   
What would--  
 

Dannii  51:49   
--how would-- 
 

Adrienne  51:52   
--you consider traditional knowledge, right? Like, that would depend on-- [pause] 
That would have various definitions or, you know, different definitions depending on 
who, who, whoever it is, because... [pause] Yeah, um, when it comes to-- We talked 
about this a little bit at a recent, like, conf-- not a conference but kind of, like, a 
gathering. When it comes to NSF also fundi-- you know, thinking about funders that, 
um, [pause] like, Indigenous science is science. Like, it needs to be recognized, you 
know. Like, funders should also recognize that in terms of NSF funding, like, be 
[pause] as legitimate and it should be seen as such, and as, like, something-- Well, 
what I thought of was, like, it is! Like, Indigenous, what would they call, like, oral 
histories. Stories. Like, yes, that has been proven. That some of those stories have, 
actually have truth to them.  
 
Whether that was something with the whales or something that, you know, they 
have, they have observed time after time, you know, over centuries and have told to 
researchers. And then, like, researchers are kind of like, "Oh, yes, we, we have seen 
it now. We know that what they actually said is true. Whereas, we also have 
observed the same thing." And they have counted that as, like, ^^ science ^^ or 
whatever. So, so there's been some of those, [pause] like, some of those instances 
to where-- And these are mostly like any of those kinds of stories to where you get 
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to see them they're, like, not in academic journals, or kind of, just maybe, like, in a 
different kind of [pause] outlet, social me-- er, or internet outlet. That's, you know, 
more for a broader audience. Right? But I was like, so, yes, there are these cases. 
So, In-- Indigenous science has been validated, at least in some cases by some 
people. [long pause] So, NSF should also recognize that or learn about that as well. 
Or-- But also it's kind of, like, yeah they want-- Or who's going to-- It's going to take 
someone to kind of educate *them* on *that.* But then that comes, then it comes 
full-- around to, well, who's gonna do that and [long pause] especially when that's a 
lot of time and labor. And sometimes [long pause] free time and labor. Which should 
not be the case. So, kind of those big... ^^  
 

Dannii  53:03   
Yes. ^^  
 

Adrienne  53:27   
A lot of work too. Kind of, me-- What we know and what has already been validated 
as legitimate scie-- legitimate knowl-- you know, kind of been exposed as, in terms 
of just vari-- but, then some outl-- some entity, like the NSF [pause] not recognizing 
it as such. You still have to, kind of, do some more work to prove that it is and it's 
just…[long pause] 
 

Dannii  55:22   
Yeah, maybe then, you know, just based on what you said right there, maybe not so 
much the knowledge that's not considered legitimate but the way in which it's 
transmitted.  

 
Adrienne  55:31   

Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  55:32   
That's where it is. There's not-- 
 

Adrienne  55:34   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  55:32   
--[inaudible] versus oral stories. Which is still a form of documentation and 
transmission of knowledge but it didn't follow that hypothesis, observation, scien-- 
and Western scientific protocol--   
 

Adrienne  55:34   
But it does--  
 

Dannii  55:35   
--but it becomes--  
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Adrienne  55:37   
--in a sense, that it is *still* empirical.  
 

Dannii  55:48   
Right? But not--  
 

Adrienne  55:50   
Just not in their--  
 

Dannii  55:50   
--traditional Wes-- Yeah.  
 

Adrienne  55:51   
No, not in the Western sense. This, well, this, uh-- It also came up, like, when me 
and Wes went to the institute. About-- someone asked, like, what is traditional 
knowledge? Like, is it-- What did he say? Rational? If someone asked me, like, is it 
rat-- rational or empirical? Or would it be-- Uh, I forgot how he asked that question 
and I was like, well, we do know that-- I guess it depends on what you, how you 
view empirical, you know, empirical science and I'm assuming it's to the Western 
framework because we do know that traditional knowledge is empirical. Like, it is. 
[pause] Oh, an observation, kind of. Maybe an hypothesis or something. Definitely 
based on an observation but that has been observed and they have evidence for it 
and that's why they have chosen to do things a certain way. As you learn, you know, 
you maybe have done it one way and learned in the work, and then you ^^ 
[inaudible] ^^  
 

Dannii  56:18   
^^ 
 

Adrienne  56:41   
--after learning. So, yes, and that-- So, I think, yeah, so, it's definitely [pause] that 
[pause] recent experience, kind of, like, okay, yes, people are still-- Once again, it's 
that colonial training and is only seeing it as... [pause] 

 
Dannii  57:15   

There is *one* valid way to collect--  
 

Adrienne  57:16 
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  57:16   
--knowledge and data.  
 

Adrienne  57:17   
And they're not aware or knowledgeable of [pause] that there's this other way of 
thinking and doing and being, and it is also valid. 
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Dannii  57:30   

Yeah. Yeah, I think that's, [clears throat] that's the, the tricky part about 
decolonization, right? Is identifying those kinds of deep-seated ideologies of, like, 
well, this is the way that-- If that's how it's valid, that's how science is done and 
identifying the most-- Undo that learning of, like, there is one way to collect data. 
There's one way of making an observation. There's one way of doing X, Y, and Z. And 
if it's not done this specific, *very* specific way, it's not the same. Right? And-- 
 

Adrienne  58:00   
Yeah. 
 

Dannii  58:03   
Yeah. [clears throat]  
 

Adrienne  58:04   
But then to undo all that, it's a lot of work. ^^  
 

Dannii  58:08   
Yup! ^^  
 

Adrienne  58:08   
^^ Or not to necessarily undo but, like, to [pause] show people, like, yes, there are 
other, other ways of doing stuff. 
 

Dannii  58:20   
Yeah, the identification of those ideologies is a lot of work. The undoing. The 
unlearning of them. The broadening to understand how many other ways and 
acceptable valid ways there are of doing it. There's so many components and each of 
them is going to be such a big undertaking. It is an overwhelming amount of work. 
^^  
 

Adrienne  58:40   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  58:41   
And, um, uh, yeah, I think, you know, you also bring up the fact that it's often free, 
free work and *who* does that fall on and it usually falls on, the burden falls on 
Indigenous people to have to correct colonial ways.  
 

Adrienne  58:53   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  58:53   
Right? Uncompensated time and it's just an additional step, um, and burden that 
falls on people. To come in, have to survive in the system that's not built for them, 
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justify their own ways of knowing, and then *unteaching* colonial ways. Like, it's a 
lot.  
 

Adrienne  59:16   
[clears throat]  
 

Dannii  59:16   
But I digress. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  59:18   
^^ 
 

Dannii  59:18   
Um, let's see. [pause] Yeah, so you, you brought this up a little bit earlier. The fact 
that LSA has, um, kind of announced on as well but, um, going to question six here. 
Do you feel that Linguistic views on what *constitutes* language or linguistic 
research *excludes* Indigenous language revitalization, so ILR work, from being 
used to satisfy degree requirements or professional requirements?  
 

Adrienne  59:46   
Yes.  
 

Dannii  59:47   
If so, how can we change it? 
 

Adrienne  59:48   
And that was something when we were at the Institute too, or the Linguistic Institute 
too, that was something-- I mean, we asked the audience, so, like, in terms of pure 
faculty, like, how many people or how many, [pause] how many degrees have been 
recently conferred that were based off an applied work? Or is applied work 
acceptable as, like, a dissertation? And, like, everybody was like, [pause] almost 
crickets. Like, no one really said-- I mean, there was no, no one was like, "Oh, yeah, 
yeah." You know? And granted, you know, we were definitely-- We were at the LSA 
Institute so ^^ it was something that we were expecting but--  
 

Dannii  1:00:27   
Yeah. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  1:00:27   
--you know, just, we-- Yeah, it's kind of like, okay, yes. Um... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  1:00:38   
If so, we should change that. I'm assuming that--  
 

Adrienne  1:00:40   
Yeah, or else,--  
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Dannii  1:00:40   

--[inaudible], right? 
 

Adrienne  1:00:40   
--like, people are, like, that's why a lot of people don't necessarily go into Linguistics. 
They are either going into, like, education or something else.  
 

Dannii  1:00:50   
Yup.  
 

Adrienne  1:00:51   
Education or, like, I guess, uh, technically at UCSB [University of California, Santa 
Barbara] the Applied Linguistics emphasis or area falls under the Education 
department. So, I mean, it's, yeah. So they, if they... [long pause] I mean, yes, but 
also, like, it has and, and it depends because I'm thinking of [pause] Ray Huaute-- I 
don't know if he was one that-- [pause] If you haven't interviewed him, maybe you 
might? But he's also-- Granted, he started after me but he's already, like, done 
before me. ^^ 
 

Dannii  1:01:33   
Yeah, Ray. Ray's good. I haven't seen him in a while but... ^^  
 

Adrienne  1:01:36   
Yeah. Um, so he just, he should be finishing his dissertation and he got the UC 
Presidential postdoc. Which is a very prestigious thing, to work with Wes at UC 
Riverside but what he, the project he proposed to work on is a pedagogical grammar 
of Cahuilla. So, but that was after, you know, that's still professional work. Not 
necessarily to satisfy his PhD requirements, but...  
 

Dannii  1:02:12   
Yeah.  
 

Adrienne  1:02:12   
If you haven't, hope-- I, like I said, he'd be great to talk to you but I know he's just 
busy. 
 

Dannii  1:02:19   
Yeah, I'll definitely reach out and see--  
 

Adrienne  1:02:22   
Okay. ^^  
 

Dannii  1:02:23   
--but I understand if he doesn't.  
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Adrienne  1:02:27   
^^ 
 

Dannii  1:02:27   
That's the thing, like, students, I know, students are always so busy. Many things 
going on but, um, yeah, I mean, I think-- Yeah, that's great news! I didn't know that 
he got the Presidential research postdoc. That's great!  
 

Adrienne  1:02:40   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:02:41   
Yeah, I think that's, it's a-- [clear throat] I think that's--  
 

Adrienne  1:02:47   
I'm not sure how--  
 

Dannii  1:02:47   
--really how it should be but-- 
 

Adrienne  1:02:48   
Yeah. I don't know how that could be changed. I mean, obviously, it's kind of-- 
[pause] I mean, that's a lot of institutional, higher up factors that even as students 
were not really aware of, in a sense of, knowledgeable of, like, how these programs 
have even come to have these requirements. Whatever they may be. They may be 
dictated from higher ups that *can't* be changed. It may be based off of-- Like, oh, 
because I know recently, like, the USBC Ling-- they had, like, an external review 
from, I don't even know, and I never even read kind of the report after. Um, but I 
know, like, after that they did kind of make some changes into kind of shortening or 
lessening, um, some of the requirements for both the MA and the PhD program. Um, 
[long pause] and it depends on kind of what specifically is the, I guess, what would 
be the focus. Like, if it's going to be, like, a pedagogical grammar... [long pause] I 
guess that's the main thing I'm looking for, ^^ kinda. Cause-- Or that, you know, 
when it comes to definitely, like, the-- there may be a professional or degree 
requirements [coughs] as to do that. I mean, you can make your dissertation 
probably-- [pause] I mean, there's ways to even propose, like, uh, I want to say like 
a, probably, a pedagogical grammar in a way that would satisfy that theoretical or 
structural-- You know, that would also give that analysis and insight into the 
language, right? Um... [pause] 
 

Dannii  1:04:43   
Okay, I think that's, that's, um, that's kind of what I was thinking of when I was 
writing this question is-- So, you know, I, I work with making language games or at 
least I did for a very long time, right? And building usable materials for communities. 
And I know, personally, I've had quite a few people, over the years, um-- A lot of 
people, obviously, have been very supportive of it as well but I've had quite a few 
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people who are like, that's not really linguistic work. Right? That is education or that 
is social work or that-- You know, um, it's anything else but linguistics. Even though I 
had to use my linguistic knowledge to be able to structure a game around learning a 
specific grammatical function that the students were having a hard time grasping. It 
was very different from English and so building things around that linguistic 
knowledge-- Cause I would do linguistic analysis and things like that but it was not 
considered linguistic work even though it was using linguistic knowledge to do that 
sort of work.  
 
And I know, I've talked to a lot of Indigenous scholars who, like you said, don't go 
into Linguistics for that reason, right? Because it conflicts with the goals that they 
have for how to apply that knowledge, linguistic knowledge, specifically. It doesn't 
*meet* degree requirements and faculty who works with, you know, either is 
Indigenous or works with Indigenous communities, when they do community based 
work, right, that's service work. Like you said earlier. So, it's those viewpoints. Or 
they come out as like, it's not the same but it’s using the same skills as writing a 
traditional grammar and so it's, it's interesting that there-- It's not used or not 
viewed as being valid enough to satisfy those degree and professional requirements. 
I don't know, maybe it is from higher up. Um, I wish there would be more 
decolonization of academia versus just the field of Linguistics.  
 

Adrienne  1:06:35   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:06:35   
But [clears throat] it's definitely, I think there's, there's something that-- It's 
prohibiting a lot of that and it comes into conflict for a lot, especially Indigenous 
linguists and Indigenous language workers, who wants to *do* that sort of work can 
be deterred from the field. Studying in the field of Linguistics. 
 

Adrienne  1:06:51   
And, I mean now that yo-- After you said that, kind of in terms of your work with 
games, like, it made me think of-- Well, his name's Pat Hall and he's a recent 
graduate of our program but he's done a lot of, like, I don't want to say, like, 
computational but more tech work. In a sense that his degree or his dissertation was 
on how he constructed this, [pause] another kind of program or software that was 
supposed to be more for like language documentation, right? But that's, [pause] 
obviously that was considered Linguistics. I mean, he definitely had to use his 
linguistics knowledge to be able to kind of formulate whatever program, software, 
that he was trying to get into to make documentation easier. So, [long pause] I'm 
not--  
 

Dannii  1:07:50   
[inaudible] ^^  
 

Adrienne  1:07:50   
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It's just kind of-- Yeah! It's kind of sometime-- Like, maybe it's helping or, you know, 
kind of working with some of the students to kind of, like, so how can we actually 
frame it into a way that people will see it as Linguistics? Because it is, but you know, 
it's just not upfront, super, you know... 
 

Dannii  1:07:50   
A linguistics grammar. It's just not--  
 

Adrienne  1:08:11   
Yeah!  
 

Dannii  1:08:11   
--a linguistics grammar. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  1:08:16   
Super apparent that it is, like, you know, linguistics work. But, okay, how do I frame 
it in a way, talk about it in a way that, you know, that, oh, it is. I did have to use my 
linguistics knowledge. I-- It is. Like, it's a part of the field. It's just a different part of 
the field which now it seems like a lot of our field is kind of even more moving into in 
terms of, like, especially with the funding for, you know, Dynamic Language 
Infrastructure. 
 

Dannii  1:08:48   
Yeah, I definitely think there's a shift happening. Which is really great--  
 

Adrienne  1:08:51   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:08:51   
--and refreshing to see. Um, and hopefully continues, right? That there's lots of 
different ways that linguistic knowledge can be used. Which I think has always been 
understood. Linguistics can be used in any field. That's one of the great things about 
language, right? Cause it's part of everyday life. Every aspect of life. Um, [clears 
throat] but using linguistics specifically is very, traditionally, has a very strict mean-- 
Morphology, phonology, syntax, phonetics, linguistic grammars, linguistic analysis, 
and then everything else is kind of lumped into sociolinguistics.  
 

Adrienne  1:09:22   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:09:23   
Then outside of that it's not linguistics. It’s education. It’s policy. It’s--  
 

Adrienne  1:09:28   
Mmhmm.  
 

29 



 

Dannii  1:09:28   
--applied. But really, they're all kind of interwoven. You can't separate-- You 
shouldn't have to separate that cleanly anyway. Linguistics from everything else. It's 
part of so many things.  
 

Adrienne  1:09:39   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  1:09:40   
Yeah, I'm glad to hear that there were conversations about it at the Institute, as 
well. Um, and hopefully no one raising their hand means, made some thoughts 
happen for people. Like, oh, maybe we should be broadening the, the terms--  
 

Adrienne  1:09:53   
Mmhmm. I mean--  
 

Dannii  1:09:53   
--of, on acceptable scopes of work but--  
 

Adrienne  1:09:54   
I feel like we were kind of speaking to the choir a lot there because, you know, who 
else is going to come in and hear ^^ about ^^ LSA. ^^ I don't know, you know, it's 
kind of like, oh, sometimes we're preaching to the choir, but, you know, hopefully we 
reached a new audience. ^^ 
 

Dannii  1:10:11   
Yeah, well those people go and teach classes and,--  
 

Adrienne  1:10:13   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:10:13   
--you know, it can spread. It spreads. But yes, there's a little ec-- little bit of an echo 
bubble effect in get-- gathering sometimes because the people who go are the 
people who are interested in, in these things already, right? So.  
 

Adrienne  1:10:25   
Mmhmm. 
 

Dannii  1:10:27   
Okay, well, let me-- 
 

Adrienne  1:10:28   
And, well, that goes into number seven, in a sense. Cause like what you said that, 
like, what you're doing is not linguistics. Technically. And that's problematic when 
technically it is. ^^  
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Dannii  1:10:28   

Yeah, I mean it--  
 

Adrienne  1:10:29   
For having a--  
 

Dannii  1:10:30   
--very much is. ^^  
 

Adrienne  1:10:31   
--narrow view of what capital L Linguistics is which is pretty much only that 
structural analysis. Um… [pause] 
 

Dannii  1:10:52   
Which is--  
 

Adrienne  1:10:52   
Cause--  
 

Dannii  1:10:52   
--valid work.  
 

Adrienne  1:10:54   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:10:54   
I mean it's still good, but it's, it's not the *only* way to use linguistic knowledge.  
 

Adrienne  1:10:59   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:10:59   
Right? Yeah, for sure. Yes. So seven is, you know, related, but slightly more specific. 
The rhetoric. How do we talk about language? How do we talk about language 
revitalization? Language ideologies? Like, I know, obviously, Jane Hill has got her 
paper out there. Now, it's, you know, kind of like the go-to for talking about rhetoric 
in Linguistics, but, um-- 
 

Adrienne  1:11:21   
Oh.  
 

Dannii  1:11:21   
--just like, she has a--  
 

Adrienne  1:11:23   
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Well, I take that as more like, talking about, like, endangered languages in general.  
 

Dannii  1:11:26   
Mmhmm.  
 

Adrienne  1:11:27   
Um... 
 

Dannii  1:11:30   
Is there-- Do you notice any rhetoric that we use that's problematic, um, especially 
considering ILR work? Or surrounding the topic of it? 
 

Adrienne  1:11:40   
I mean, definitely, problematic is kind of when, you know, I guess in terms of like, L2 
[second language] speakers versus birth speakers, right? Like, new speakers and 
authenticity but, you know, even-- [pause] It's not only the field of Linguistics that 
has those ideologies. That gets kind of even the people are, like, [inaudible] that 
have this notion of authenticity or purism. So, um, and who's an authentic or good 
speaker? Or obviously, who can you, who should you go to to ask? Um, but 
definitely, kind of, just... [long pause] Yeah, definitely thinking that any kind of even 
newer speaker or a second language learner or additional language learner of that 
language [long pause] is, like, someone that-- I don't know. It's just-- Oh, but they 
already know the kind of, like, just brushing them off because it's not pure in their 
sense. Um... [long pause]. Let's see. What else? Um... 
 

Dannii  1:13:06   
Yeah, you know, that's tricky. Those terms. All the different terms for referring to 
speaker hood--  
 

Adrienne  1:13:10   
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  1:13:11   
--and various levels and capabilities. 
 

Adrienne  1:13:15   
Um, other rhetorics? Like, this is for academia. We talked already about, kind of, how 
it's just seen as service. 
 

Dannii  1:13:23   
Mmhmm. 
 

Adrienne  1:13:25   
Um, [long pause] so that kind of, like, lessens it. As, you know, kind of at meetings 
or something. It's kind of like, oh, just... [long pause]  
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Dannii  1:13:43   
Yeah, it does kind of devalue it, doesn't it? When you--  
 

Adrienne  1:13:46   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:13:46   
--call it service versus-- Wh-- what would you want to call it? Research, instead? Or 
what would you think is a better term instead of service? 
 

Adrienne  1:13:52   
[long pause] Resear-- Yeah, research. Why not? Or... 
 

Dannii  1:14:02   
Like, research is kind of a weird word, as like you said-- 
 

Adrienne  1:14:04   
It's work. It's still work. I mean, if you want to add applied to it, I mean, it's still... 
 

Dannii  1:14:11   
Applied is interestingly-- Yeah. When that word gets thrown in there, right? Applied. 
It almost lessens it as well.  
 

Adrienne  1:14:17   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:14:17   
Applied Linguistics. Still linguistics but... ^^ 
 

Adrienne  1:14:27   
Mmm, those are the ones I can think of right now. 
 

Dannii  1:14:32   
Okay. Yeah, I know there's definitely some terms that, you know, come up and some 
that have fallen into disuse, which is nice. And there's a lot of confusion on 
terminology, in general, but--  
 

Adrienne  1:14:43   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:14:43   
--rhetoric is a little bit different than just terminology. But, um, yeah, so. Well, then 
we can move on to eight here. Let's see. Oh, yeah, we, I think we kind of probably 
touched on most of these questions at some point already. ^^ Cause we've been 
having a pretty good discussion but, um, do you feel if-- that there's a conflict 
between what linguists seek for research-- Like, what priorities are for linguists 
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research versus like Indigenous Language Revitalization workers? Indigenous 
linguists or community members or, um, language warriors, any of the chosen 
categories. Um, is there a difference in our priorities? Do you feel? 
 

Adrienne  1:15:21   
I mean for the most part, yes. Um, [long pause] because I mean, I guess just 
thinking that most linguists are researchers they, once again, they kind of come up 
with these already general ideas or hypotheses of how-- they're questions that they 
already want to ask and it's hard not to already-- Even when you're, [long pause] 
when you're a part of the community working because it's something that I had to do 
too, right? It's for, especially, for the requirements, you're like, I can't-- I mean, if I 
were to have gotten just-- Like, I wanna-- And just, like, if I had nothing to talk 
about they would have been like, why are you even here? You could have of just, 
like, ^^ like, ^^ what ^^ are we supposed to *give* you a project or something? 
^^ 
 

Dannii  1:16:22   
^^ Yeah, you gotta come up with something. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  1:16:23   
I know! So, it's like, yeah, you have to do that at least. Um, and I don't think, you, 
you know, well, at least for my case, it doesn't necessarily fall into, I mean, a little 
bit into revitalization, but, kind of, yeah, in the sense of more just kind of talking 
about where are we at with our language? Um, so yeah. So, yes, a little bit of a 
conflict because, like, it's hard not to already come up with some kind of set 
questions or ideas on what you want to research. Um, regardless if you're outside or 
insid-- you know, inside or part of the community. Um, [pause] once again, we 
talked about time. In terms of relationship building and, kind of, even getting to 
know what the, [long pause] what the speaker or the community may be interested 
in. In terms of what they want to do [pause] because we talk about community too. 
And sometimes it's like, another discussion is, like, okay, maybe that-- It's not like a 
whole community, like, you know. A tribe or the council or whatever. It could just be 
with the person that you're working with and that's the community between you and 
them. Right? That's-- You're still accountable to that person. 
 

Dannii  1:18:03   
Yeah, that's a, that's a, that's a kind of a tricky ideology--  
 

Adrienne  1:18:07   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:18:07   
--or term too. Right? This idea of, like, well, I work with the community. Well, what 
does that mean? Is that one person? Is that the tribal council?  
 

Adrienne  1:18:13   
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Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:18:13   
Language committee? Like, yeah, there's so many ways of *defining* community 
and there's not one, any one view or one set of desires for a whole community that 
could be represented by one person. Right? You're gonna see variation in groups and 
you're gonna need to balance that as an outside researcher, right? Making sure that 
you're not lumping everybody-- Like, oh, this one person I talked to represents *all* 
the--  
 

Adrienne  1:18:38   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:18:38   
--people, right? Like, I talked to Adrienne, therefore, all Zuni people have to be--  
 

Adrienne  1:18:38   
^^ They'll be like she's not even--  
 

Dannii  1:18:40   
--[inaudible].  
 

Adrienne  1:18:40   
--a speaker! Why'd you ask her? ^^ 
 

Dannii  1:18:50   
^^ See, there you-- 
 

Adrienne  1:18:50   
^^  
 

Dannii  1:18:50   
--go down the rabbit hole of the speaker hood and--  
 

Adrienne  1:18:52   
^^  
 

Dannii  1:18:52   
--who's valid, right? ^^  
 

Adrienne  1:18:53   
^^  
 

Dannii  1:18:55   
Spins out so quickly! ^^ 
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Adrienne  1:18:58   
Yeah. ^^ 
 

Dannii  1:18:58   
And I think, um, so, it-- So, for non-Indigenous linguists, since that is the kind of 
audience that I'm looking at writing for, um, what would you suggest then? Since 
linguistic research usually *does* dictate certain priorities. Like, go in, get some 
data, come back from the summer, and write a paper or write your QPs or whatever 
you need to do. Um, what would you suggest to make sure that their, their research 
priorities are not-- They may not be fully aligned but bring them closer to alignment 
or at least be-- bring them out of this, this space of harm, right? Like, not coming in, 
taking, extraction, and then leaving, but what would you suggest? 
 

Adrienne  1:19:36   
I mean, I would still… Mmm, in a sense of [pause] continuing, maintaining 
relationships, to see how that might work out later or definitely develop and bring 
about other work. Um...[long pause] 
 

Dannii  1:20:00   
Other work meaning, like, work for the community might want done? [long silence] 
Sorry, my puppy is chewing on something I don't think she should be chewing on. [to 
dog] What do you have?  
 

Adrienne  1:20:19   
^^  
 

Dannii  1:20:23   
She's just looking at me-- 
 

Adrienne  1:20:24   
Yeah, she's like, I saw you,--  
 

Dannii  1:20:26   
--like, "Nothing."  
 

Adrienne  1:20:26   
--you talking about me, or heard you talking about me.  
 

Dannii  1:20:28   
^^  
 

Adrienne  1:20:29   
Um...[long pause] 
 

Dannii  1:20:34   
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So, is it, is it maybe like a, like, um, just like thinking of ways to help. Especially 
newer linguists, right? Linguists in training. Students. Non-Indigenous linguistics 
students. That relationship needs to be cultivated. Right? And that's something that 
should start as early as possible if you plan on working with communities but, 
maybe, is it worth going and asking what projects the community wants and then 
building the linguistic research around those priorities? Or coming in with set 
priorities and then seeing what *additional* work you can do to help the community? 
Like, what's the, the better of the two approaches? Or are they both... 
 

Adrienne  1:21:13   
I mean, yeah, maybe seeing where they're at with their work, and what's needed, 
and maybe how you can [pause] build something off of that, or, you know, kind of 
structure your own private research to...[long pause] I don't wanna say, like, not 
follow but, you know, maybe um-- [long pause] Outta the work that you're-- That 
the community may *need* it, like, your research. Or, like, a research question can 
be brought out of that, or, you know, or some kind of topic could be brought out of 
that, in general. So, kind of working-- Granted, you can-- you're-- It's hard. Like, I 
said, it's hard not to come up with-- You already kind of have ideas or possible 
projects that you could work on. Um, and granted, there's so many things that 
probably can be worked on or things that, you know-- And you're like, oh, I want to 
do it all! Or you know, and it's, um... [long pause] Yeah, I-- It could be one-- Um… 
 

Dannii  1:22:32   
I think, yeah. So, I mean, [clears throat] you do have to meet requirements. There's 
a balance, right? We can't get rid of Linguistics priorities, um, because thi-- In a 
Linguistics program you'll have to meet certain requirements but making sure that 
you're at least communicating with the community on what you could be doing that's 
beneficial not just for your own specific research goals but things that can-- that are 
needed. That you can help contribute to which may, which, you know-- If the 
community says nothing then nothing but I think *asking* the question is probably 
the first step, right? ^^  
 

Adrienne  1:23:05   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:23:05   
Making sure that's there and that you're connected, tuned into what they need. 
 

Adrienne  1:23:13   
And always, definitely, kind of, questioning, is whatever research, how is that 
benefiting either the person you're working with and/or their community. Um, like, 
how is it going to benefit a wider audience and not necessarily just academia?  
 

Dannii  1:23:31   
Mmm. Yeah. 
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Adrienne  1:23:36   
So, it's more looking at, like, once again, taking into higher consideration or higher-- 
or, like, the broader impacts as opposed to just that intellectual merit of whatever 
research but the wha-- wha-- How can your participation, how can your priorities, 
contribute more to the broader impacts, in general? 
 

Dannii  1:23:56   
And broader, not just broader within academia, but broader *outside* of academia--  
 

Adrienne  1:24:01   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:24:01   
--specifically.  
 

Adrienne  1:24:00   
Whether it's to that community or, and/or your-- [pause] the community, the person. 
It could be to, like, training other people whether that's, you know, where you are 
working with, like, either RAs ourselves or um...[long pause] Yeah, I mean, it's hard 
to build any kind of other infrastructure than that but-- Or, you know? I'm trying to 
think of othe-- What-- That's one thing that always comes to mind is when I think of 
broader impacts is like, oh, the training! Training, especially of, like, people who 
don't-- can't get this otherwise. Training or experience. So.  
 

Dannii  1:24:02   
Capacity building. I think we should--  
 

Adrienne  1:24:08   
Capacity building--  
 

Dannii  1:24:10   
--do lots of that.  
 

Adrienne  1:24:32   
--in some way. Yeah, how can-- Um, [long pause] yeah. Like, how can, how can my 
work on this research continue to build capacity and not necessarily in-- within 
academia? 
 

Dannii  1:25:08   
Yeah. I think that's the key part, right? Making sure that what's being done is *not* 
just for academia--  
 

Adrienne  1:25:15   
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  1:25:15   
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-- [inaudible] making sure that those impact are helpful outside of-- 
 

Adrienne  1:25:18   
And that could-- Yeah. And that could take a variet-- I mean, could be through 
various ways. Um, [long pause] yeah.  
 

Dannii  1:25:32   
Well, I think, you know, um, [clears throat], I mean we've been on for ^^ a while 
^^ here--  
 

Adrienne  1:25:40   
^^  
 

Dannii  1:25:40   
--so, I don't want to take too much more of your time, but,--  
 

Adrienne  1:25:42   
^^  
 

Dannii  1:25:42   
--um, ^^ which--  
 

Adrienne  1:25:44   
^^ 
 

Dannii  1:25:44   
-- I very much appreciate but--  
 

Adrienne  1:25:45   
^^  
 

Dannii  1:25:45   
--I don't want to take too much more of. We're at the end here. So, let's just switch 
to number nine cause I think it's a, a good, a good topic to kind of, like, end on. Do 
you think that for Linguistics-- You know, we have a very set belief system on what 
language is, again, we talked about it a couple of times. The systematic study of it. 
The fact that it's an observable object. Something that we can *empirically,* right, 
study. These sorts of ideologies. How do you think we can change our ideologies 
surrounding Linguistics' views of language, right, to be more beneficial, to be more 
decolonial, to be more, um, or less harmful? [pause] And then also, like, the 
connection, of course, to people and place as well. 
 

Adrienne  1:26:33   
And I mean what I've seen, I guess, especially teaching Linguistics, um, [pause] 
yeah, it's definitely, kind of, like, there are other ways of thinking about what 
language is. It's not just-- That's how I try to introduce it and when I teach intro I 
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am like, yeah, there's the def-- textbook definition of what langua-- linguists, kind of, 
how they view language but also there's these other ways of viewing language. 
Especially when it's something you're connected to. Um, [long pause], so yeah, it's 
kind of even just that-- [long pause] You know, hopefully, that they take-- ^^ I think 
of the students. Like, they actually internalize it in some way but in some-- for some, 
it's definitely, like, validating for them. I know. And, um, [long pause] I gues-- 
Definitely, just, [pause] you know, so always was, like, kind of the comparison and 
this is, like, this is how people have viewed the language or, especially, like, maybe 
some kind of-- [pause] Like people who are deaf or people who, um, [pause] have 
an accent, right? It's always kind of, like, that-- [pause] You got to educate them on 
kind of, like, hey, well it means if they have an accent that means they speak 
another language. Or they're deaf, that doesn't mean that they're not intelligent or, 
you kn-- It's kind of in-- all these harmful ways that have been thought of, like, 
definitely, like, defic-- defici-- deficient thinking. Ways of thinking of being bilingual-- 
[pause] It does need either some validati-- or kind of some research or kind of, like, 
well, [pause] we have seen that it-- This is not the case, right? ^^   
 

Dannii  1:28:45   
Right. ^^  
 

Adrienne  1:28:48   
^^ Um-- 
 

Dannii  1:28:48   
Education. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  1:28:49   
Yeah, I mean, that-- 
 

Dannii  1:28:50   
 [inaudible]  

 
Adrienne  1:28:53   

[long pause] You know, especially being, like, [long pause] I'm-- [long pause] In a 
sense of, like, it's [pause] ye-- [exhales] Yeah, to how, like, I guess people have 
thought about our languages. Especially, as [pause] a primitive and--  
 

Dannii  1:29:23   
Mmm.  
 

Adrienne  1:29:27   
[long pause] I mean, now we know that's not the case cause-- or else people 
wouldn't be in-- Like, I wanna-- Like, we *need* this knowledge. We need to *know* 
about these languages. Blah, blah, blah. Um, [long pause] so yeah. I guess it's kind 
of like deconstructing [long pause] harmful, incorrect assumptions, theories, 
stereotypes, um, but only some people are going to get that. Like, only if you're 
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going to take, like, a linguistics course or read about it in some way and you know, 
that's where they try to reach out to like a certain audience, or especially for, like, 
the non-linguists. If it's posted in, like, um, you know, like, the Washington Post. 
Like, there was this recent one, [pause] um, which had the worst headline ever, in a 
sense of like, the race to extract the language of, like, this last speaker. It was, like, 
from some language in Peru. [long pause]  

 
Dannii  01:30:41 

That, yeah, not a good wording. ^^ 
 
 

 
Part 2 

 
 

Adrienne  01:01 
Yeah! So, but, but obviously, that's a journalist and not a linguist. Or probably didn't 
get any kind of... [pause] And granted, there's probably still some linguists who think 
of it in that way too and a sense of, like, extraction and, like, I got to do this for all of 
humankind to get this knowledge-- 
 

Dannii  01:23 
Save their language. 
 

Adrienne  01:24 
 --or to-- Yes, at least, saving it means that they're just documenting it right now. 
So, um-- 
 

Dannii  01:30 
Preserving it. [inaudible] 
 

Adrienne  01:31 
Yeah, and I think, kind of, [long pause] I think that's one th-- In the sense of, as 
terminology or rhetoric is, kind of, you know, how people think of different, within 
Linguistics, how people view different things. Like, in a sense, like, preservation. 
Like, to language documentation or linguists are, like, preservation is that. Like, I'm 
archiving it. That's what preservation is. But, where as, preservation to, like, 
language warriors, a language worker, you know, people who are involved in 
language revitalization, reclamation, that's not what preservation means for us. So, 
yes, these kinds of different, [pause] different perspectives. Um, and you aren't 
going to get these different perspectives to make these beneficial changes to 
Linguistics, unless you, I mean, until you get a variety of students who have different 
perspectives on what language is. Whether that's-- [long pause] If people are, you 
know, who are signers, Native/Indigenous people, people who come from a Creole 
speaking background, whatever, you know.  
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Dannii  02:46 
Yeah, [inaudible]-- 
 

Adrienne  02:47 
I guess more marginalized. More marg-- ^^  
 

Dannii  02:50 
Yeah.  ^^ 
 

Adrienne  02:51 
Coming from a non-dominant language, background, or heritage, or community. 
 

Dannii  02:58 
Yeah, it's definitely [pause] different when you're coming from outside, right? From 
the, the typical, standard academic, right? Which is the straight, straight white 
males--  
 

Adrienne  03:10 
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  03:10 
--who exclusively had the privilege to access, historically, [clears throat] academia 
and education, in general. Amongst basic human rights and many other things. But, 
um, yeah, I think, kind of, to bring it full circle back to decolonization and 
Indigenization, right?  The difference between those two. Um, there's a lot of talk 
about decolonizing by bringing through, incorporation of Indigenous frameworks into 
Linguistics, into research, and to your class structures. Like, implementing 
Indigenous frameworks in the classroom. Do you feel like that's something that is an 
essential step of decolonization? Or is that more in the realm of Indigenization? Can 
Indigenous frameworks be implemented in a classroom by non-Indigenous people? 
 

Adrienne  04:07 
So, like, can decolonization happen by non-Indigenous people?  
 

Dannii  04:12 
Well, we talked-- 
 

Adrienne  04:13 
Or… 
 

Dannii  04:12 
--we talked about how that, kind of, that's acceptable--  
 

Adrienne  04:13 
Yeah.  
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Dannii  04:13 
--right? That non-Indigenous people need to be more in decolonization not in 
Indigenization. But, um, [clears throat] meaning, like, so like, place-based learning, 
right? Like the idea of place and people and language all being, like, very closely 
connected. That's one way to propose doing decolonization [inaudible] going to 
place-based teaching, place-based learning. Um, or like, story as a methodology, 
right? Another one. So, all of these Indigenous frameworks. Being if we were to 
implement those in, like, linguistic classrooms and when building linguistic research, 
like, as a researcher who's non-Indigenous, having to think about those frameworks 
and implement those and build them into your research structure, not just linguistic 
theory. Do you think that is something that is appropriate as a course forward and do 
you think that should be, could be done? Incorporating Indigenous frameworks into 
standard linguistic research? 
 

Adrienne  05:10 
I think it can be done. Um, [pause] I mean, especially if you, if you're an instructor. 
If you're ev-- Have ever been sh-- However you view yourself as an educator, 
teacher, or whatever. You should always be trying to learn how to hone your craft, 
ri-- right? Like, different ways of teaching. Different ways to get this information 
across. Um, or whatever you're trying to teach, get across, and that you can’t just be 
doing it-- And granted some people do--   
 

Dannii  05:19 
[inaudible]  
 

Adrienne  05:24 
-- ^^ still teach the same way. Still teach the same things over and over. Um, [long 
pause] but yeah, I think it can be done. It sh-- should be. I mean, but it's-- [pause] 
And obviously is going to come across different depending on whoever that person 
is. Um, [pause] some people are going to be a lot better at it than others. It's going 
to come more naturally to some people rather than others. Um, but it can be done. 
It's just a matter of-- [pause] I get seeing mostly the resistance and it is something, 
like, "oh, I have to learn about this too", as well, right? It's something I have to take 
time to do to, on my part, to pretty much better my teaching or enhance my 
teaching. 
 

Dannii  06:43 
But that, but that-- Share some of that burden that's usually placed on Indigenous 
scholars, right? Having to educate non-Indigenous scholars.  
 

Adrienne  06:52 
Mmhmm. 
 

Dannii  06:52 
They can educate themselves by incorporating and reading these Indig-- Like, ones 
that are published, right? They're out there. They're available for you to, to read and 
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expand your knowledge base on them. Um, to be incorporating those. Linguistics 
departments can incorporate those for their students. To expose them to Indigenous 
frameworks is maybe a good, good path forward--  
 

Adrienne  07:15 
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  07:15 
--for them to expand their mind and take that burden off of the Indigenous people 
that those scholars encounter to have to do that work for them or at least do all the 
work for them. 
 

Adrienne  07:24 
Which might be considered [pause] CRT, or Critical Race Theory. The incorporation of 
it. Um-- 
 

Dannii  07:32 
A hot term. Yeah. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  07:34 
Yeah. ^^ So, I guess these-- That's also another way or, uh, another-- Why people 
are going to be against it. Opposed to it. Some, um, [pause] in a sense, yeah. And, 
like, [long pause] inclusive of all the histories and of all, like, the exper-- er, uh, you 
know, trying to be inclusive of or representative of actual-- [pause] You know, the 
histories of all the, all, [pause] all the peoples. Especially in, like, in the states, like, 
it's not just [pause] Natives or Indigenous people that have gotten-- Experienced 
discrimination for language-base, right? Or for any kind of language use. We know 
that, wh-- Like, who else have been interred? Japanese people. Chinese people. ^^  
 

Dannii  07:52 
Yeah.  
 

Adrienne  08:38 
German speaking people when they first came. They were kind of the... [long pause] 
 

Dannii  08:44 
Yeah. Mean lots of-- There's-- Yeah. Been lots of language discrimination, right?  
 

Adrienne  08:47 
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  08:47 
Linguistic discrimination and that, I mean, but that started with Indigenous people, 
right, because they were the ones who were here first and--  
 

Adrienne  08:54 
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Yeah.  
 

Dannii  08:55 
--so. It, it kind of grew from there and discrimination on *all* levels has, is still 
represented and still an issue in the U.S.  
 

Adrienne  09:04 
Yeah.  
 

Dannii  09:05 
Definitely. I mean, I think everywhere but the U.S. because it's where we're based, 
we can speak to it the best right? But, uh--  
 

Adrienne  09:11 
So, you can do it and, just like you said, like, you know, start reading, like, 
whatever’s published. *Or,* like, just made me think of what's his name? I don't 
know if you've ever watched, uh, Schitt's Creek. Uh, what's his name? Daniel Levy? 
Leevy? But, you know, how he-- I know it was, like, something that was like, oh, 
yeah, he took that. It was like an online-- the MOOC [Massive Open Online Course] 
course, like, on Indigenous Canada and he did it for his own personal kind of 
education or, you know, to learn about it too. He's like, everyone needs to-- Like, 
how do we not know about this? And it is true, like, in a sense, like, people, like, 
don't even know sometimes their own his-- a lot of history because they just never 
learned about it. And we're even just seeing that with this rec-- I know you don't 
watch TV but with Reservation Dogs. ^^ 
 

Dannii  09:11 
No, I watch Reservation Dogs!  
 

Adrienne  09:42 
Oh! ^^ Okay. ^^ Well,--  
 

Dannii  09:54 
Yeah.  

 
Adrienne  09:57 

--the recent episode, I don't know if you saw this one of the new season where, 
where it focused on boarding school, um--  
 

Dannii  10:10 
Oh, no.  I've been waiting to watch the new season. I'm waiting for it to build up 
because I, I'm horrible about binge watching. So, I'm, like, I need--  
 

Adrienne  10:16 
Oh, okay.  
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Dannii  10:16 
--at least, like, four episodes so I can sit there and just, like, have a marathon. So-- 
 

Adrienne  10:19 
Okay. Well, it'll be on four episodes this week. ^^  
 

Dannii  10:21 
Okay. ^^ I know, I know. I'm, like, watching it tally up on my recorder so I'm, like, 
okay, I can go watch it now. ^^ 
 

Adrienne  10:26 
So, not to give too much away but yes, one focused on boarding schools. But, so, 
like, looking-- That's one thing I do is, like, that I'm gonna go read everybody's 
comments on social media and kind of what they thought about either the episode 
or, um, like, get into rabbit holes of that and then... Yeah, so some of them are just 
like, I never knew this about boarding schools or that this is a part of our history, or, 
you know, like, how, uh-- So, it's just kind of, like, for some, it's just a complete eye 
opener. Like, they've never even, never heard about it and sometimes it does need 
to take, like, a bigger stage. [long pause] 
 

Dannii  11:01 
Yeah, I think--  
 

Adrienne  11:02 
Like that.  
 

Dannii  11:02 
--that, I mean I can't tell you how many times I've been at airports flying to and 
from Hawai'i and, like, especially for summer doing my research, right, and 
somebody was like, "Oh, what do you do?" Well, I'm like, "I work with Indigenous 
languages and, like, I do work with the Blackfeet and Hawaiians." And so many of 
them are like, "Wait. There's still, there's still Native people?" Like, there's so-- I 
could not believe *how many* people I've encountered that didn't know Native 
people were *still* here. Like, that, that, that shocked me and maybe it's where I 
grew up and there's reservations near me that I, just, I knew that there were Native 
people. But the amount of people who are, are out there who *don't know* Native 
people are still around. Like, they just thought they're all gone. Like it's-- I-- It just, 
it blows my mind. Like the--  
 

Adrienne  11:03 
Mmhmm. 
 

Dannii  11:09 
--the deepness of ignorance that is in this country because of our education system. 
We don't, we-- e-- e-- Erasure is very real, right? Like, it's purposely been stripped 
from our history and--  
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Adrienne  11:45 

And now even more, like--  
 

Dannii  11:46 
--it's written in a way-- 
 

Adrienne  11:52 
--yeah, with the resistance to CRT in some places or by some people, and/or by 
some people, so… 
 

Dannii  12:03 
Yeah, it's, it's, it's crazy. So, the education, I think, needs to be-- You know, exposing 
them. It's definitely a good idea but, like, the-- Using Indigenous frameworks in, and 
history, as we've talked about several times, like, incorporating both of those, I think 
into linguistic curriculum--  
 

Adrienne  12:20 
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  12:20 
--would probably be a good, good pathway forward, um, because you don't know 
where these, where these students are coming from and how much exposure they 
have. And if they're going to be working with Indigenous languages, specifically, if 
they're interested in collaborating with Indigenous groups, it should, that should 
maybe be a required part of the curriculum is studying--  
 

Adrienne  12:39 
Mmhmm.  
 

Dannii  12:39 
--these sorts of things. These histories, these different frameworks, and different 
ways of knowing and thinking *prior* to doing fieldwork, right? And continuing on 
through fieldwork. 
 

Adrienne  12:49 
I mean, that's something I definitely talked about in my, well, my one article, in a 
sense of, like, yes. Like, [pause] Linguistics has been, you know-- [pause] Different 
frameworks, different, you know, ways of thinking about languages have-- It's 
always been the case. So, but, it was privilege too, in, in a sense, that most of it has 
come from a Western European way of thinking. So... [long pause] Yeah. [pause] 
There is, there should be a place for Indigenous research methodologies, 
frameworks, ways of researching or working with language, languages. Um, [long 
pause] and it's not like it's *hidden.* It's not like it's, you know, only certain people 
can access it. Like, if you have access to the library or the internet, you can access 
^^ these works. 
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Dannii  13:45 

^^  
 

Adrienne  13:46 
And they are for people who are kind of like, how do I *do* Indigenous research? 
Those things are open and that's not-- Like, just because we're Indigenous pe-- 
Native people, we know how to do that automatically ourselves. Right? Like, it's 
something I've had to learn and look at, read all about it, too. And we're, like, 
[pause] in a sense of how it's being framed, I'm like, okay, yes, this makes sense. 
This is what I know. This is what I'm used to or kind of a-- [pause] Not necessarily 
validates, but kind of confirms-- it's, like, yeah, this, this is how we do things. ^^ 
So, it's not like this information is being hidden to where they can't access it. To 
where they can't learn about it. And it's just, yeah, it's-- And then they can-- It's not 
going to be-- It's not a one size fits all type of thing. Like, they are going to have to 
figure out how they can incorporate that into their own research and teaching, but it 
can be done. [long pause]  
 

Dannii  14:49 
And should be done. ^^  
 

Adrienne  14:49 
That's why these books are written in the fir-- I mean, and that stuff like--  
 

Dannii  14:53 
Right.  
 

Adrienne  14:53 
--not necessarily to just educate Natives or Indigenous people. It's not like Linda 
Smith just wrote that book for Maori people. ^^ 
 

Dannii  15:02 
Right? ^^  
 

Adrienne  15:04 
^^ 
 

Dannii  15:04 
That'd be preaching to the choir, right? ^^ 
 

Adrienne  15:05 
I know. I mean, granted, but yeah. I was, like, not all Maori people are academics. 
But they do have a lot of-- Do have it going on down there when it comes to 
research. ^^  
 

Dannii  15:22 
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Yup! ^^ 
 

Adrienne  15:23 
They--  
 

Dannii  15:23 
Yeah, I--  
 

Adrienne  15:23 
--definitely paved the way for a lot of other Indigenous peoples to build off of what 
they-- Yeah, um, they're, they've laid a, they laid a lot of foundation when it comes 
to Indigenous research.  
 

Dannii  15:37 
Yeah. 
 

Adrienne  15:41 
Yeah. 
 

Dannii  15:41 
Great. Well, is there anything else that you'd like to add on the topic of-- 
 

Adrienne  15:46 
I mean, I'm--  
 

Dannii  15:46 
decolonizing ling--  
 

Adrienne  15:47 
--probably sure I will think of something later. 
 

Dannii  15:50 
You can always let me know.  
 

Adrienne  15:51 
Okay. ^^ 
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