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A HAOLE’S CHANGING CONCEPTIONS
OF JAPANESE IN HAWAIL

A Hypothetical Approach Using a Social Typology
CLARENCE E. GLICK

What were your first impressions of persons you have known for a
long time? More than likely if you iry to recall your first contacts with
present friends and acquaintances, you realize that your first impressions of
them were different from those you have now, but those early impressions
have become so blurred and diffused by all the intervening associations that
it is almost impossible to recapture their exact character. And one could
hardly say exactly when and how later impressions modified earlier ones,
although the changes might be traced by recalling various incidents that
have occurred during the relationship. Perhaps the first impressions were
affected by what one heard of the other persons before actually meeting
them; perhaps the first contacts occurred under particular circumstances
that created attitudes which were modified when later contacts occurred
under other circumstances; perhaps first impressions were reinforced and
deepened by continuous association in one kind of situation. Sometimes one
may be slightly acquainted with ancther for years without becoming an in-
timate friend or greatly modifying one’s early attitudes toward the other; in
other cases much briefer but more intensive association leads to mutual
insight and intimacy.

In the contacts and associations between people of different racial and
cultural groups, ‘“‘becoming acquainted’’ involves this very same process of
constant readjustment of impressions of the ‘‘others.”” As in other human
relationships, members of different groups may maintain over long periods
only superficial acquaintance with each other, but, in contrast, representa-
tives of certain racial groups may go through many phases in an increas-
ingly intimate knowledge and appreciation of persons in other groups.

*/ "Hawaii has been a peculiarly fertile field for the growth of associa-
tions between members of different ethnic groups, but these associations
have been of a great many different kinds. Not all members of any one
group acquired identical attitudes toward other groups or have equally close
relationships with members of the other groups. There has been much fluc-
tuation in the relationships between the groups as wholes and between par-
ticular members of the different groups. Many persons of particular
ethnic groups in Hawaii have never had more than superficial acquaintance
with members of any other group than their own. But the great variety of
opportunities for contact in both formal and informal situations has meant
that many persons of all racial groups have come to have increasingly per-
sonal relations with persons belonging to ethnic groups other than their own,

W
/A(“As persons have increasing contacts with members of other groups
their changing impressions of those groups seem to go through a certain
sequence. One way to get away from formal and generalized descriptions
of ‘““race relations’’ might be to suggest a possible sequence of the changing
conceptions of a ‘‘hypothetical typical Mainland Haole’’ in his relationships
with people of Japanese ancestry whom he meets for the first time after
arrival in Hawaii,

It may easily be assumed that when he first arrives in Honolulu our
Mr. H. T. Mainland-Haole does not recognize many of those he sees and
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