LANA’I — LANAI
A CULTURE LOST — A CULTURE GAINED

Harold Saxe Tuttle

A Nana’i Kaulahea, On Kaulahea’s cliffed Lana’i,

A Maunalei kuaka lei . . . At the Wreath-Mountain plainting leis . ..
Ua ono o Pele i kana i’a, Delighted, the Fire-Goddess feasts

O ka honu o Polihua. On flesh of turtles from Egg-nest Cape.

This chant characterizes Lana’i as a part of ancient Hawaii -- its
king, Kaulahea; the humped mountain which gave the island its name" ; the
Wreath Mountain (Maunalei) where Pele, the fire goddess, came to plait leis,
and the Egg-nest Cape (Polihua) which provided her with turtles for feast-
ing. Some of the old Hawaiianplace names survive and the basic topography
is the same, but there is little else in the present-day culture of the
island of Lanai which would recall ancient times. Lanai has been trans-
formed almost completely into a classic example of a community based on
modern industrialized agriculture. It is unique among the islands of
Hawaii in that it is owned almost entirely by a corporation which has
developed it for the sole purpose of cultivating a product for the world
food market. Banal as it sounds after one has heard it repeatedly, there
is no more appropriate name for Lanai than ‘“The Pineapple Island.”’ The
modern visitor to the island, who must come in by plane, almost invariably
exclaims on his first arrival, ‘I thought we were going to land on the
pineapples!””> The Lanai resident who meets him has a stock rejoinder,
‘““You did!”’ Because underlying the whole life of Lanai there is one factor
-- pineapple production.

Although little of ancient Lana’i survives, one can get a sense of
the complete transformation of life on this island only by knowing some-
thing of the life and culture which existed here before the coming of
foreigners. This justifies a resume of what is known of the history of
this island.

THE OLD ORDER

Just when the process of Hawailan settlement of Lana’i began is not
certain. Tradition suggests a period subsequent to the time when orderly
government had been established at Lahaina; for evil spirits abounded on
Lana’i, and Kaululaau, mischief boy, was banished there, presumably to
pay with his life at their hands for his depredations in Lahaina orchards.
But his cleverness in deceiving the evil spirits and luring them to their
destruction saved his own life, and his unquenched signal fires announced
that he had opened the island to safe habitation.

1The spelling, Lana’i, meaning hump, contrasted with ‘‘lanai'’,
meaning porch, is based on Lorrin Andrews, Dictionary of the
Hawaiian Language, Honolulu, 1865. See also Kenneth Emory, The
Island of Lanai, Bernice P. Bishop Museum Bulletin No. 12,
Honolulu, 1922.







