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A CULTURE LOST — A CULTURE GAINED 
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A Nana’i Kaulahea, On Kaulahea’s cliffed Lana’i, 

A Maunalei kua ka lei... At the Wreath-Mountain plainting leis ... 
Ua ono o Pele i kana i’a, Delighted, the Fire-Goddess feasts 

O ka honu o Polihua. On flesh of turtles from Egg-nest Cape. 

This chant characterizes Lana’i as a part of ancient Hawaii -- its 

king, Kaulahea; the humped mountain which gave the island its name~ ; the 

Wreath Mountain (Maunalei) where Pele, the fire goddess, came to plait leis, 

and the Egg-nest Cape (Polihua) which provided her with turtles for feast- 
ing. Some of the old Hawaiian place names survive and the basic topography 

is the same, but there is little else in the present-day culture of the 

island of Lanai which would recall ancient times. Lanai has been trans- 

formed almost completely into a classic example of a community based on 

modern industrialized agriculture. It is unique among the islands of 

Hawaii in that it is owned almost entirely by a corporation which has 

developed it for the sole purpose of cultivating a product for the world 

food market. Banal as it sounds after one has heard it repeatedly, there 

is no more appropriate name for Lanai than ‘‘The Pineapple Island.’’ The 

modern visitor to the island, who must come in by plane, almost invariably 

exclaims on his first arrival, ‘‘I thought we were going to land on the 
pineapples!’’ The Lanai resident who meets him has a stock rejoinder, 

‘““You did!’? Because underlying the whole life of Lanai there is one factor 

-- pineapple production. 

Although little of ancient Lana’i survives, one can get a sense of 

the complete transformation of life on this island only by knowing some- 

thing of the life and culture which existed here before the coming of 
foreigners. This justifies a resume of what is known of the history of 

this island. 

THE OLD ORDER 

Just when the process of Hawaiian settlement of Lana’i began is not 

certain. Tradition suggests a period subsequent to the time when orderly 

government had been established at Lahaina; for evil spirits abounded on 

Lana’i, and Kaululaau, mischief boy, was banished there, presumably to 

pay with his life at their hands for his depredations in Lahaina orchards. 

But his cleverness in deceiving the evil spirits and luring them to their 
destruction saved his own life, and his unquenched signal fires announced 
that he had opened the island to safe habitation. 

one spelling, Lana’i, meaning hump, contrasted with ‘‘lanai’’, 
meaning porch, is based on Lorrin Andrews, Dictionary of the 

Hawaiian Language, Honolulu, 1865. See also Kenneth Emory, The 

Island of Lanai, Bernice P. Bishop Museum Bulletin No. 12, 
Honolulu, 1922. 
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That lLana’i held for a time all the population it could support is 

witnessed by nearly five hundred house sites and eleven heiaus observable 
as recently as 1922, when Kenneth Emory made his careful study of the 
island.2 It can be assumed with reasonable confidence that the population 

at some time approximated 3,000. 

Evidences observable in 1922, as carefully reported by Emory, 

supplemented by memories of old residents at that date, picture the island 

of earlier years as having clusters of houses on every side along the coast, 

in Maunalei Gulch, and a substantial village on the toplands. The count 
of observed foundations remaining in 1922 sharpens the picture: on the 

west coast 92 sites; on the north 64, besides 17 in Maunalei Gulch; on 
the east across from Lahaina 101; on the south 141, of which 86 were in 

the well-organized village of Kaunolu on the southwestern promentory and 

in the adjacent gulch. Central in Kaunolu was a large heiau and place 
of refuge protected on three sides by cliffs, with thick, high walls on 
the unprotected (north) side. A well in the gulch 250 feet from the sea 

was connected by paved trails with adjacent communities. Like the place 
of refuge the well was protected by strict tabus (kapus). The largest 
houses, often with attached gardens, occupied the higher, more desirable 
locations. 

House beams and rafters, carefully mortised and trimmed, attest an 

advanced stage of skill in carpentry. Clearer proof of such skill is found 

in canoe pieces notched and mortised for close fitting and perforated for 

lashing. Pieces from a variety of models show a consistently high degree 

of skill. Tools for making tapa, an anvil of hard wood 48 inches long 

and tapa beaters of koaia wood with various patterns of grooves, were found. 

Several adze factories are identified by chip piles and rejects. Other 

sites have mounds of small chips with no rejects, indicating finishing 

sites. Hammer stones have a well-defined pattern: finger holes and 
flattened end. Many of the tools found were made of stone foreign to 
Lana’i, reflecting inter-island commerce. The dominance of fishing as a 
source of livelihood is illustrated by an abundance of sinkers of a variety 

of sizes, all loaf-shaped and grooved. Some shell squid lures have 
been found. Parts of stone walls of two large fish traps remain visible. 

According to tradition, besides fishing, the Hawaiians raised goats, 
pigs, sheep, turkeys and chickens, and cultivated bananas, watermelons, 

pumpkins and yams. Taro was raised primarily in Maunalei Gulch. 

(While late residents report that yams were raised in greater abundance 

than taro, poi pounders of several sizes weighing as much as eight pounds 
prove that taro was not scarce.) Some ornaments of shell and boar 
tusks have been found. 

Evidences attest two games that required equipment. A bowling track 

remains on the western plain, with several broken rounded rocks near by. 
Flat stones with rows of holes varying in number from eight to twenty pro- 
vided for a game akin to checkers called konane. Konane stones are most 
numerous in the village of Kaunolu which Kamehameha frequented. Wrestling 
was popular. Hula dancing and singing were accompanied by such instru- 

ments as the ukeke. Luaus were established traditions. 

2Much of the information regarding the Hawaiian period of 

occupation is summarized here from Kenneth Emory: The Island 

of Lanai, Bernice P. Bishop Museum Bulletin No. 12. 
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