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legislation is either too much or not
enough to address Hawai‘i’s unique
history. Some opponents argue that
granting special rights to a group of
people is racist and unconstitutional.
Others argue that it is not the place
of the United States to legislate self-
determination, and that in fact this
move negates the process. In any case,
the crux of the congressional debate
lies in the question, are Native
Hawaiians a race or a nation of
people?

TRACIE KU‘UIPO
CUMMINGS LOSCH
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WaLrris aAND FuTtUuNnA

Wallis and Futuna High Commis-
sioner Christian Job successfully
addressed the territory’s financial
recovery by imposing an eleven-point

THE CONTEMPORARY PACIFIC + 18:1 (2006)

protocol, which, among other things,
obliged civil servants to accept a two-
year freeze on promotions and a
cancellation of overtime, and also
decreased school support. For its part,
the French State agreed to finance
half of the deficit (A$600 million).
These measures generated much con-
fusion, for instance, regarding how
much of the responsibility for school
costs parents have to assume; some
Wallisians and Futunans felt that the
local government, drawing largely

on money from metropolitan France,
should continue to fund transport and
partial food allowances. Three minis-
ters and the faipule (village leader)

of Hahake, who sided with France
regarding the school funding reforms,
were relieved of office on 1 April
2005 by the Lavelua (paramount chief
of Wallis), who replaced them with
more conservative ministers.

In January 2005, Tomasi Tuuga-
hala, one of the grandsons of the
Lavelua of Wallis, was sentenced to
eighteen months in prison for invol-
untary manslaughter following a car
accident. His mother, Etua (the Lave-
lua’s daughter), refused to accept the
sentence handed down by the French
courts because Wallisian customary
law allows a faihu (amiable settle-
ment) to be reached with the victim’s
family. Since the gendarmerie (national
police) had been ordered to arrest the
young man, she encouraged her son
to seek refuge with his grandfather.

A similar situation had occurred in
2001, when another of the king’s
grandsons had taken refuge in the
royal palace after being found guilty
of rape. The French authorities finally
abandoned both cases.

Some customary law authorities
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considered Tomasi Tuugahala to be
above French law since he is a descen-
dant of the 86-year-old Lavelua.
Others noted that, while the 1961
statute confirmed the authority of
Wallisian customary law, it did so
only so long as it was not contrary to
the French penal code. They thought
that Tuugahala should give himself up
and that the king should eventually
abdicate or be deposed. The New
Caledonian satirical magazine Le
Chien Bleu wrote scathingly, “Some
customary law officials like to invoke
Wallisian customary law when it suits
them and love of France when their
wallet is empty” (No. 83, June 2005).

The crisis increased a notch on 13
May 2005 when the Grande Chefferie
(the Great Assembly) of Wallis
demanded that the high commissioner
and chief justice leave the territory
and wanted the Territorial Assembly
to be closed. A delegation of chiefs
went to the royal palace but was
unable to see the Lavelua. With
approval from Paris, High Commis-
sioner Job suspended monthly
allowance payments to the Lavelua
and those customary law ministers
who supported him in refusing to
turn his grandson over to the authori-
ties. On 16 May one man was seri-
ously injured in clashes between
Lavelua supporters and those who
support change in customary law.

On 22 May a second council of
ministers was named by those village
chiefs who felt that the Great Assem-
bly had made a mistake. They chose
not to designate a new Lavelua. It is
interesting to note that while the title
of Lavelua is not hereditary, the
current king, Tomasi Kulimoetoke,
is the first out of a long line of rulers
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to have reigned for more than forty
years. The initial stage of the custom-
ary law crisis ended on 7 June, when
two squads of gendarmes (that is,
forty French national police officers)
were sent from New Caledonia to
separate the antagonists, and the
wanted man gave himself up to the
French authorities. For the annual
Free French ceremony on 18 June,
the second council of ministers was
present in the administration court-
yard, while the original council
assembled at the Lavelua’s palace.

During the Wallisian royal family
crisis, the two Great Assemblies of
Futuna (Sigave and Alo) took a stand
against the Lavelua and requested
once again the creation of a vice
prefecture and a local branch of the
Territorial Assembly so that they
would no longer be dependent on
Wallis.

On 20 June 2005, Pope Benedict
XVI named a replacement for Bishop
Lolesio Fuahea, who retired after
more than thirty years of service.
Monsignor Ghislain de Rasilly will
be invested during a big religious
celebration in August 2005. Born in
Juvardeil, France, the 61-year-old de
Rasilly arrived in New Caledonia in
1973 and has been stationed in Fiji
since 2003 as the provincial represen-
tative for the Oceanian Marists.

With no increases in French sub-
sidies, economic activity in the terri-
tory stagnated. Effectively the only
employment opportunities were in
the civil service, and even there dras-
tic decreases in the amount of possi-
ble overtime created many problems
for employees. Two bingo games
developed, despite a prohibition on
gambling. While the administration
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imposed fines for these activities, the
Lavelua’s daughter, Etua, gave them
customary permission. Meanwhile,
business boomed for Caledonian
billionaire politician Didier Leroux,
who has established a monopoly on
food products for his Sofrana ship-
ping and General Import retail
companies.

In late May 2005, the founder and
managing director of the Technic-
Import Company fired a cashier after
he noticed a deficit of 6 million crp
francs. Union members immediately
confronted his company. Union leader
Antonio Kulifatai explained on RFO-
Wallis television that it was not really
theft if the accused was in need. The
protestors left without any trouble
when the gendarmes arrived on
7 June.

On 28 July 2004, the Southern
Moana container ship belonging to
the Caledonian company Pacific
Direct Line ran aground on Futuna’s
Leava Reef. A tugboat was dispatched
from Fiji but was unable to free the
ship. Eventually, the vessel was pulled
off the reef by a tugboat from Bris-
bane, with the loss of only 3 of the
512 containers on board. Meanwhile,
the chiefs appeared to have aban-
doned their attempt to create an
airline.

According to the author of an arti-
cle in Tabhiti Pacifique Magazine in
December 2004, Futuna is still the
“lointaine ile oublié”—the distant
and forgotten island (Jean-Daniel
2004). Among other things, the
author noted obsolete means of trans-
portation and communication, espe-
cially the de Havilland aircraft that
has flown between Wallis and Futuna
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since 1987. He also wrote about the
deteriorating quality of health care
and noted that no kind of surgery
was possible on Futuna.

The Wallis and Futuna community
in New Caledonia is looking to
become part of the “common destiny”
extolled in the Noumea Accord, as
well as to preserve its own heritage.
During an intergenerational meeting
of the Wallis and Futuna Association,
an organizer noted, “A lot of young
Wallisians are either born in New
Caledonia or have mixed parentage.
They don’t really know anything
about their background or traditions
anymore” (Les Nouvelles Caledoni-
ennes, 15 Feb 2005). The Wallis and
Futuna community in New Caledonia
was showcased in a Thursday-night
open-air market in downtown
Noumea (called “Jeudi du Centre-
Ville”), which featured paintings by
Soane Patita Takaniua as well as
sculptures by Patrice Kaikilecofe.

On the political front, Anne-Marie
Siakinuu, a teacher representing the
Avenir Ensemble party, became presi-
dent of the permanent commission of
the New Caledonian Congress in July
2004. In May 2005, three of the four
communitarian parties (Mouvement
des citoyens calédoniens, Union
océanienne, and Rassemblement des
Océaniens dans la République)
decided to merge under the leadership
of Tino Manuohalalo and create the
MUR party (using the first letter of
the name of each old party).

The Wallis and Futuna community
in metropolitan France continued to
grow, with the approval of locally
elected officials. Chief Corporal
Patelise Falevalu from Futuna was
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one of nine French soldiers killed in

the Ivory Coast on 6 November 2004.

He was part of the Second Infantry
regiment of the French marines
involved in UN-sanctioned Operation
Unicorn, and was killed during the
bombing of Bouaké by the Ivorian
government’s army.

The Wallisian-language website
run from Canada by Filihau Asi
Talatini is facilitating the emergence
of a borderless cultural community
<www.uvea-mo-futuna.com>.

FREDERIC ANGLEVIEL
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MANY THANKS to the Institut des
Mondes Océaniens et Australasiens
for covering the cost of translating
this review.
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