But officials
call Halawa
area off-limits

By Kris M. Tanahara

Advertiser Staff Writer

Groups seeking the preserva-
tion of North Halawa Valley
said yesterday they will return
to the valley on Sunday to call
for the reburial of four sets of
remains, hold religious ceremo-
nics and resume their watch
over an archaeological site that
they say is a female heiau.

The Halawa Coalition and the
Women of Hale O Papa made
the announcement during a
morning protest outside the
Bishop Museum.

But a state Department of
Transportation spokeswoman
said the valley is still off-limits
to everyone cxcept construction
crews and those on official
business.

“Right now the valley is
closed and at this point we
have no intention of opening it
up to them or anyone else,”
spokeswoman Marilyn Kali said
yesterday.

Kali cited an advertisement
in yesterday's Sunday Star-Bul-
Jetin & Advertiser from state
Transportation Director Rex
Johnson warning that anyone
who goes 1o the valley and who
is not on official state husiness
will he considered a trespasser
and will he arrested,

Thirteen members and sup-
porters of the two groups were
arrested on  Aug. 30 and
charged with obstructing a
roadway. Nine others were or-
dered by the state to leave the
valley.

Coalition spokeswoman Ma-
healani Cypher said the groups
want the women who had been
camping at the site since April

to be returned to the valley so
they can rebury the bones and
continue their vigil.

Ella Paguyo and Clara Mat-
thews, of the Women of Hale O
Papa, have said the bones are
those of their ancestors.

The bones were removed by
muscum archacologists to clear
the way for the H-3 freeway,

The Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs and the Gahu Burial Coun-
cil have been charged with the
reburial. Kali said if the groups
want to rebury the hones, they
must work with OHA and the
burial council.

Coalition leader  Mililani
Trask said last weck she had
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sent letters to the Transporta-
tion Department, OHA, Bishop
Museum and Bishop Estate re-
questing that the bones be
turned over to Paguyo and
Matthews and that they be al-
lowed to return to the valley.

“At this point we have not
granted that request,” said Kali.
She added that Johnson will de-
cide on the matter this week.

Meanwhile, the roughly 40
members and supporters of the
coalition and the pro-sovereign-
ty group La Ea O Hawai'i Nei,
who picketed outside Bishop
Museum, protested, among oth-
or things, the $900 million H-3
freeway.

Organizers said the morning-
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Ella Paguyo, left, and Diamond Kyle, right, picket outside the Bishop Museum yesterday.

long picket was called to reiter-
ate their dissatisfaction with
Bishop Museum's assessment of
archaeological sites in the val-
ley and to protest the firing of
muscum researcher Barry Na-
kamura.

Nakamura was fired in April
after he elaimed the muscum
and the state were covering up
the significance of two archaeo-
logical sites.

Nakamura, the coalition and
others say the sites are a male
and female heiau,

The state and Bishop Muse-
um, however, have concluded
that the sites are agricultural in
nature and have no religioug
significance,

ot N





