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Assessment Approaches

5-Year Review

In order to maintain consistency, continuity, and 

alignment with diversification hallmarks and 

SLOs, over a period of 5-years, every 

department at UHM is asked to review each 

course that has a diversification designation 

and make recommendations to either continue, 

change, add, or remove a designation. The 

Diversification Board considers each 

department’s review and makes their own 

recommendations.

Faculty Survey

The Diversification requirement assures that 

students are exposed to a domain of 

knowledge and that domain’s methods of 

inquiry. 

Future Possibilities
❖ interdisciplinary approaches to big 

questions/topics

❖ breadth + skills development

❖ thematic groups of DIV courses

Introduction
Purpose:

The Diversification requirement is intended to assure that every 

student has a broad exposure to different domains of academic 

knowledge, while at the same time allowing flexibility for students 

with different goals and interests.

There are approximately 2247 courses with DIV designations at UHM.

Only about 30% of these courses also have a focus designation.

71%

29%

To what extent do you believe 
your course achieves this goal?

To a large extent

To a moderate extent

To a small extent

Hallmarks
The hallmarks follow the same general pattern.

To satisfy the DIV requirement, at least two-thirds of a course: 

D1. uses the terminology of the subject area

D2. involves knowledge, theories, processes and/or issues relating to 

the subject area.

D3. demonstrates inquiry or develops creative abilities relating to the 

subject area.

Student Learning Objectives (SLOs)
The SLOs also follow the same general pattern.

Students will be able to: 

DLO1. identifies the terminology or principles of the subject area

DLO2. interprets or explains concepts, theories, processes and/or 

issues relating to the subject area.

DLO3. applies appropriate methods of inquiry in the context of the 

subject area.

Student Focus Groups (SP & FA23)

Focus Group Composition

Sample Questions
From a total of 11 questions, the most significant 

information came from the following questions:

Currently, you are required to take a minimum of 

19 credits of courses across the arts and 

sciences. How many of you think that’s a good 

number?

Overall, there is a call for more guidance and 

support in navigating the course requirements, as 

well as a push for increased flexibility and 

autonomy in course selection to align with a 

student’s major.

What changes would you make to the DIV 

requirements to better prepare you to have the 

knowledge, skills, and values to be successful in 

the world today and in the future?

Overall, students felt there is a need for updating 

the DIV requirements to better prepare students 

for success in the modern world by incorporating 

technology, interdisciplinary approaches, and 

essential life skills into the curriculum.

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior TOTAL

12 7 11 22 52

Student Voices


