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LIFE Hi/STORIES OF 
NATIVE HA WA/JANS 

Nine individuals of Hawaiian ancestry, including a former 
musician, a nurse, a seaman, a public worker, and a school­
teacher, talk about their early childhood experiences , cultural 
practices, and political involvements. 
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"Well, I know the beach in the tradition of 
camping out and netting, you don't pick 

opihi and all just waste. You always pick 
what you can eat and not to waste. That's 

one of the important things ... If you pick 
a lot of opihi, you always have to throw 
some back, one or two back. It's almost 
like saying thank you for giving me the 

privilege of picking." 

KATHERINE MAUNAKEA , Honolulu Parks and 
Recreation summer fun organizer and housewife 

"In 1923 I went to the Rapid Transit office 
and apply for to work on the streetcars and 
I work on streetcars about nine years. And 
then still the pay was only 35 [cents] an 
hour ... It's a hard job, especially when 
you're conductor, you on your feet all day. 
And then you know how the streetcar run, 
they always jagging a jig, till my leg got 
bumped, even till now from that place." 

LOUIS AILA, JR., former laborer , painter, stcVcdore, 
cane hauk:r, conductor and musician 

"I haven't forgotten. In/act that was my 
first language. Like when I stayed at Molo­
kai If orgot all about the English language. 

My grand/olks always talking Hawaiian. 
Can correct my Hawaiian. And taught me 

how to read the Bible in Hawaiian. How to 
read, write and speak Hawaiian. I knew 

that long before I spoke English and wrote 
in English. fm glad of it." 

ARTH UR CATHCART, former dance instructor, 
merchant seaman and musician 

"Well, we were still shipping. The conditions were still the old conditions, 1934. That's 
when they opened the strike . .. It's rough sometimes when you run into, oh, strike­
breakers. You have to get down there and, what you call it, mob them . .. Yeah, but 
when you start from the hall, you got a lot of fight, hut when you get down there, 
people with clubs, everything running around the place . .. Well, I make sure that I not 
going to get hit by any of those dubs . Heck no. " 

GEORGE Al, former inter-island steamer mcssboy, seaman and mechanic 

"And once it [reparations] gets back, don 't all 
say, 'I want my share now.' No. Keep it in a 
pool, so that we can help our youngsters to 
realize that they're Hawaiians. But it starts in the 
home . The churches could help. The schools 
could help. BUI they have to start it in their 
homes. To be, to have this pride in their hearts. 
Not this f oafish pride, but the pride that, 'I'm 
Hawaiian. We were this way. And we can still he 
that way."' 

ELIZABETH ELLIS, 
retired teacher 


