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Aet I A Lady's Bedchamber, one fine winter night
Act IT The Garden of the House, one fine spring morning four
months later

At it - The Sarne, after lunch of the same fine day

The play takes place in Major Petkof('s house in a small town seme-
where in Bulgaria, circa 1885

There will be two ten-minute intérmissions

TONIGHT'S PLAY RV

In 18904, when “Arms and the Man™ premiered, the critics did not take ! .
kindly to Shaw's satirizing of the romantic view of love and war. They '/
had evil things to say about jesting at such sacred themes. Shaw replied %%
that ... * ... idealism, which is enly a flattering name for romance in '}
polities and morals, is ag obnoxions to me as romance in ethics or religion ' . ..

. I do not see moral chaos and anarchy as the alternative to romantic .
convention ; and I am not going to pretend I do merely to please the people. | /¢
who are convinced that the world is held together only by the force off ' 71/
unanimous, strenuous, eloquent, trumpet-tongued lying . . . I am a thinker;, !
not a fighter. When the shooting begins, [ shall get under the bed and not %"
emerge until we can come to real constructive business.”

Clear enough. And in looking at the play in 1970, it becomes evident that
Shaw's Pleasant Play also satirizes the very form of the Romantic Play
itself, and indeed, the Romantic Operetta. (“Arms and the Man” poking)’
fun at the likes of “The Chocolate Soldier”, which was adapted from
“Arms and the Man": revenge at last.) It helps if the director and his
designers choose to embellish and extend the playwright’s very carefully
chosen excesses, and add a few of their own. So we have done; we think ./
GBS wonld not mind. L 4 a
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COMING EVENTS

March 20,21, 22 . .. .......cc.uevn.. oo University Dance Theatre
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NOTICE: Smoking is not allowed in the auditorium, nor may photo-
graphs or recordings be made during the performance.
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