
A-1 

GLOSSARY 

 

The following words and phrases are non-English terms. Non-English is here defined as any 

lexical item not found in Webster’s Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (Springfield, Mass.: Merriam-

Webster Inc., 1986) and all Hawaiian words. 

 

The language family of each word or phrase is indicated by a letter or letters in parentheses: 

 

  (C) Chinese 

  (H) Hawaiian 

  (HCE) Hawai‘i Creole English 

  (J) Japanese 

  (K) Korean 

 

References for the definitions used in this glossary include:  

Jim Breen, WWWJDIC Japanese-English Dictionary Server (Monash University Site) 

<http://www.csse.monash.edu.au/~jwb/wwwjdic.html>; May Lee Chung; Margaret Leong 

Lau; and Dorothy Jim Luke, Traditions for Living, (Honolulu: Associated Chinese University 

Women, 1979); Koh Masuda, ed., Kenkyüsha’s New Japanese-English Dictionary, 4th ed. (Tokyo: 

Kenkyüsha, Ltd., 1974); Mary Pukui, E.W. Haertig, and Catherine A. Lee,  Nänä I Ke Kumu (Look 

to the Source), v. 1, (Honolulu: Hui Hänai, 2001), and Mary Pukui and Samuel Elbert, Hawaiian 

Dictionary, rev. and exp. ed. (Honolulu: University of Hawai‘i Press, 1986). 

 

An asterisk (*) indicates a definition supplied by a staff member or interviewee. The following 

definitions apply to the lexical items as they appear in the context of the transcript. 

<http://www.csse.monash.edu/au/~jwb/wwwjdic.html>;
http://www.csse.monash.edu.au/~jwb/wwwjdic.html


 

äholehole (H) young stage of the ähole, 

Hawaiian flagtail fish 

akamai (H) smart 

aku (H) bonito tuna, skipjack (Katsuwonus 

pelamis) 

ali‘i (H) aristocrat 

aloha (H) love, affection, compassion, mercy, 

pity, kindness, charity 

aloha ‘oe (H) farewell to you 

‘awa‘awa (H) bitter 

 

chee  (HCE) a mild exclamation* 

chow fun (C) Chinese fried noodle and 

vegetable dish* 

 

da kine (HCE) an expression with an 

unidentified referent; whatchamacallit* 

 

ha‘aheo (H) pride 

Haole (H) Caucasian 

harm ha (C) shrimp paste used for seasoning 

hau (H) a lowland tree (Hibiscus tiliaceus) 

heiau (H) pre-Christian place of worship, 

shrine 

hekka (J) a meat and vegetable dish 

high makamaka (HCE) upper-class* 

hïhïmanu (H) bat sting ray 

ho‘okano (H) vain 

ho‘oponopono (H) To put to rights; a family 

conference in which relationships were 

“set right” through prayer, discussion, 

confession, repentance, and mutual 

restitution and forgiveness 

huhü (H) angry 

hui (H) association 

 

imu (H) oven 

imua (H) forward 

‘iwa (H) frigate or man-of-war bird (Fregata 

minor palmerstoni) 

 

kähea (H) to call 

kahuna lapa‘au (H) healer 

kalbi (K) broiled marinated shortribs* 

kälua (H) to bake in the ground oven 

kepolö (H) devil 

kiawe (H) Algaroba tree 

koa (H) largest of native forest trees (Acacia 

koa) 

ko‘oko‘olau (H) beggar ticks (Bidens spp.) 

plant, used medicinally as a tonic in tea 

kuleana (H) jurisdiction, claim, ownership, 

right, privilege 

 

lä‘au kähea (H) a type of faith healing; lit., 

calling medicine 

länai (H) porch, veranda, balcony 

lauhala (H) pandanus leaf, especially as used 

in plaiting 

lei (H) garland 

limu (H) seaweed 

lo‘i (H) irrigated terrace, especially for taro 

lomilomi (H) massage 

lölö (H) feeble-minded 

lua (H) toilet 

 

ma‘i (H) sick 

maiko (H) a surgeonfish (Acanthurus nigroris) 

make (H) to die, perish 

mandoo (K) Korean meat dumplings* 

manini (H) reef surgeonfish in the adult 

stage 

mauka (H) toward the mountains 

menpachi (J) squirrel fish having large eyes 

and a reddish body 

 

‘ohana (H) family, relative, kin group 

oliwea (HCE) childhood game similar to tag, 

played with bean bags 

‘ono (H) delicious, tasty, savory 

öpelu (H) mackerel scad 
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panalä‘au (H) colonist 

päpio (H) young stage of ulua fish 

peewee (PI/HCE) childhood game played 

with a peg and a stick* 

pilikia (H) trouble 

poi (H) paste of cooked taro corms, pounded 

and thinned with water* 

pualu (H) surgeon fish 

puhi (H) eel 

pülo‘ulo‘u (H) a steam bath, as for certain 

illnesses 

püpü (H) relish, appetizer, canape, hors 

d’oeuvre 

tako (H) squid 

uhu (H) parrot fish 

‘ukulele (H) small guitar of Portuguese 

origin 

ulua (H) certain species of crevalle, jack or 

pompano fish 

wahine (H) woman 

wana (H) sea urchin 

wen (HCE) particle that precedes a verb and 

indicates past tense* 

wiliwili (H) To swirl 

won bok (C) Chinese cabbage* 
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INDEX 

  

Abbott, Isabella, 154, 236 

Abercrombie, Neil, 297 

Aerial balloon sounding, 69-70, 79, 83 

Ahia, Henry, 104, 105, 109, 111, 112, 149, 158, 

175, 180-81 

Alcohol, 32, 132, 263, 267 

Amaranth, 13, 18, 19, 78, 147, 149, 184, 285. See 

also Bell, Kenneth; Kahanu, George; 

Phillips, Paul 

Amelia Earhart Field, 272 

American Guano Company, 106 

Armano, George, 222 

 

Baker Island, 114, 116, 125, 128, 146, 147, 152, 

173, 258, 260, 261, 263, 270, 272. See also 

Bell Kenneth; Harris, Arthur  

Barbara Olsen, 292, 295 

Barnes, Homer, 140, 142, 171, 208 

Bederman, Tom, 33, 35, 37, 38, 39, 260, 262, 

263, 265, 267, 271, 290 

Bell, Kenneth, (interview), 93-138; 18-19 

and attitude towards Panalä‘au project, 

120, 130-31 

and Baker Island, 114, 116, 129-30 

education of, 97, 101 

family background of, 94-95 

and growing up in Waiäkea, 95-97 

and Jarvis Island, 109-10, 113, 120 

activities on, 107, 108 

and the Amaranth, 106, 109, 112 

duties on, 117, 118, 119, 175-76 

and surfboards and surfing, 111-112, 113 

as longshoremen supervisor, 124-25 

and reasons for volunteering, 102 

and retirement, 136-37 

and returning to Hawai‘i, 123, 129 

Bishop, Bernice Pauahi, 161 

Bishop, Charles Reed, 161 

Bishop Estate, 6, 198 

Bishop Museum, 77, 119, 120, 144, 156, 161, 

165, 289, 298 

Black, E.E., 198, 199, 200, 202, 203, 204, 239. 

See also E.E. Black Company 

Black, Richard, 10, 23, 24, 69, 70, 185 

Blaisdell, Neal, 257 

Blake, Hartwell, 39, 149, 158, 164, 175, 180 

Bray, Kenneth, 223 

Bruhn, Jimmy, 291 

Bryan, E.H., 35, 89, 104, 118, 144. See also 

Panalä‘au Memoirs  

Burke, Walter, 259 

Burmeister Overpass, 229 

Byrd, Richard E., 141 

 

Canton Island, 32, 34, 41, 123 

Carroll, James L., 98, 171 

Chadwick, Bill, 103 

Ching, Archie, 156, 164 

Choy, Herbert, Y.C., 61, 65 

City Mill, see Lee Lup lumberyard 

Coast guard station (Wailupe, O‘ahu), 34, 35, 

260, 289, 290 

Cockett, Frank, 104, 105 

Collins, Austin, 110 

Collins, George, 198 

Coman, Dana, 140, 141 

expedition, 126, 156, 159, 162, 163 

Commerce, U.S. Department of. See U.S. 

Department of Commerce 

Coyle, James, 259 

 

Damon Estate, 215-16 

Diving for coins, 56-57 

 

Earhart, Amelia, 33, 40, 71, 79, 85, 106, 284 

E.E. Black Company, 196, 198, 199, 200. See 

also Black, E.E. 

Eleneki, Ben, 160 
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Enderbury Island, 35, 36, 123, 291, 297 

 

Fanning Island, 75 

Fishing, 15, 71-72, 253, 285 

äholehole, 15, 55, 71, 72, 107, 148, 177-78, 288 

crabs, 216 

lobster, 72, 80, 116, 178, 288 

mullet, 266 

päpio, 73, 288 

shark fins, 71, 80, 148 

sharks, 38, 79-80, 108, 113, 178, 266, 288-89 

uhu, 108, 177, 178 

ulua, 151, 266, 288 

Fishponds, 216 

Flink, Constantine, 141 

Food, 73, 78, 104, 115, 263, 286 

birds, 16, 34, 115, 132, 150-51, 152-53, 267, 

267, 286 

canned pears, 132 

canned poi, 73, 78, 151, 285 

canned tomatoes, 103, 115, 121 

corned-beef, 150, 266 

eggs, 267-68, 286 

fish, 80, 103, 116, 177, 178, 266, 288, 288 

lobster, 34, 80, 115, 150, 263, 266, 288 

Saloon Pilot crackers, 266, 285 

Football, barefoot, 29, 220 

Forgotten eight, 36, 297 

 

Gatty, Harold, 141, 162 

Guano, 106, 146-47, 155, 162, 290 

 

Haili, Jacob, 13, 15, 16, 17, 104, 105, 111, 112, 

117, 120, 128, 134 

Hall, Bernard, 283, 283-84 

Harris, Arthur (interview), 139-68; 103 

and attitude towards Panalä‘au project, 

165, 166-67 

and Baker Island, 146, 147, 152  

duties on, 147-48 

and food, 150, 151, 152 

graves on, 155 

rats on, 152  

and recreation, 155 

and religion, 157 

and World War II, 166 

Hartwell, David, 291 

Helm, 262, 269 

Henderson, Waldron, 36 

Honolulu Advertiser, 141, 226, 264, 297 

Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 226, 297 

Hooper, Herbert, 156 

Houston Arena, 215 

Howland Island, 32, 42, 173, 174, 258, 284. See 

also Knell, Henry; Mattson, Elvin 

accident on, 37, 284 

birds on, 34-35 

bombing of, 37, 40, 260-61, 263  

insects on, 38 

relationship amongst volunteers, 33, 273 

and replacement colonists, 35-36, 258, 260, 

284 

and supplies, 33 

and weather reports, 260, 284 

Hui Panalä‘au Foundation, 296 

 

Interior, U.S. Department of. See U.S. 

Department of Interior 

Inter-Island Steam Navigation Company 

ships of, 197, 238 

and strike (1938), 197, 238 

Island Welding, 187, 188, 189 

Imu, differences in making of, 172-73 

Itasca, 11, 71, 75, 87, 103, 145, 172, 175, 184 

 

Jarvis Island, 9-10, 13, 42, 105-6, 125, 145, 281, 

297. See also Bell, Kenneth; Kahanu, 

George; Kim, Victor, B.S.; Phillips, Paul; 

Sproat, Emanuel 

birds on, 16, 72, 179 

fishing on, 15, 148, 177-78 

graves on, 82, 180 



B-3 

 

mice on, 114-15, 281 

military personnel on, 104, 106, 110 

and recreation, 15, 163 

and relationship amongst volunteers, 16, 

20, 182 

salt flats on, 290 

shelling of, 290 

shipwreck on. See Amaranth 

structures on, 14, 76, 105-6, 109-10, 285 

water supply on, 78-79 

weather on, 83, 286-87 

and weather reports, 14, 117, 153, 165, 

175, 289 

Jensen, Karl, 283 

Joseph, Antone, 214 

Judd, Albert Francis, 140, 141 

 

Kahapea, Alex, 160 

Kahalewai, Carl, 23, 90, 122 

Kahanu, George (interview), 140-68, 169-250; 

17 

and the Amaranth, 149, 184, 185-86 

and attitude towards Panalä‘au project, 

165, 167 

family background of, 169, 190, 194-95,  

217 

and first trip to the Line Islands, 173-74 

and growing up in Kalihi, 169-70, 213-14, 

219, 235 

and Hawaiians, beliefs of, 195-96  

and Jarvis Island, 145-46 

activities on, 148-49, 152, 155-56, 163, 180, 

181, 184, 186 

cooking on, 150, 179 

duties on, 148, 175-76 

injury on, 156-57 

and surfboards, 184, 185 

water supply on, 145, 176, 177 

and medical and spiritual practices, 169, 

190, 192, 193 

military service, 243-44 

and religion, 155-56, 157, 169, 180, 190, 193-

94 

and Samoa, 172-73, 182 

as student at Kamehameha Schools, 171, 

183, 187, 188, 189, 222, 123-24, 225-37 

various jobs of, 196, 197-98, 200, 202, 203, 

210-11, 229, 238, 239, 240, 245-46 

Kaina, William, 104, 142, 156 

Kalama, Samuel, 20 

Kalama, Solomon, 13, 16, 285 

Kamehameha Schools, 6, 8-9, 10, 98, 99, 142, 

143, 154, 159-60, 162, 165, 200, 256 

admittance to, 223 

and church, 234 

and discipline, 189 

dormitories at, 232-33 

faculty and staff at, 9, 183, 224, 228, 235 

and Hui ‘Oiwi, 229-30 

and socials, 235-36 

and song contest, 230-31 

and uniforms, 233 

Kamakaiwi, James, 17, 142 

Kauahikaua, Archie, 156 

Keli‘ihananui, Joseph, 33, 39, 44, 261, 262, 264, 

265, 297 

Kennedy, Stanley, 197-98, 238 

Kenner, Frank, 296 

Kepo‘o, Joseph, 291 

KGU, 79 

Kim, Joseph, 74 

Kim, Victor, B.S. (interview), 47-91 

and attitude towards Panalä‘au project, 75-

76, 88-89 

education of, 48, 51, 59-60, 62-63, 64, 65-66 

family background of, 48, 49-50, 52, 55, 58, 

59 

and family coffee shop, 49, 52-53, 57 

and initiation ritual, 87 

and Jarvis Island  

activities on, 83 

duties on, 69-70, 79, 81, 86 
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first impression of, 76 

as radio operator, 67, 69-70, 77, 84 

and recruitment for Panalä‘au project, 69 

and returning to Hawai‘i, 86, 87 

Kinkajou, 103, 125, 126, 156 

Knell, Henry (interview), 25-46; 284 

and attitude towards Panalä‘au project, 

41 

education of, 27, 30-31 

family background of, 26-27 

and growing up in Kalihi, 28-29 

and Howland Island 

adjusting to, 32-33 

duties on, 34, 41 

Ko‘oko‘olau, 216 

Korean-language school, 58 

Korean War, 207, 241 

 

Lee Lup lumberyard, 49, 55 

Lee, Frederick, “Freddie,” 149, 156-57, 175, 

183, 184 

Lee, Henry, 283, 285 

Liberty House, 276 

Lieson, Robert, 35 

Line Islands, 31, 140-41, 227, 258. See also 

individual islands 

Lo‘i, 215 

Lomilomi, 192 

Lowrie, Robert, 228, 232, 237 

Lum King, Kenneth, 103, 125, 126, 156, 282, 

290 

Lum, Yau Fai, 11, 13, 16 

 

Mahikoa, Henry, 105, 119-20, 134 

Makua, Blue, 259, 282, 284 

Mattson, Elvin (interview), 251-74; 282, 284 

education of, 256-57, 258 

family background of, 252, 253-54 

and growing up in Kaimukï, 255-56 

and Howland Island, 258 

activities on, 266-67 

bombing of, 260-61, 262, 263 

deaths on, 261-62 

rescue from, 262-63, 269-70 

various jobs of, 258 

McCorriston, Mike, 283, 284, 285 

McKinley High School, 66, 257 

Metzger, Delbert, 280 

Meyer, Henry, 109, 119 

Miller, William T., 10, 23, 24 

Mitchell, Donald, 228, 229  

Mitchell, Jimmy, 219 

Monterey, 172-73 

Morse code, 67, 125, 126 

Mullin, Al, 187, 188 

 

North Wind, 70-71, 81, 84 

Nudity, 33, 82, 145, 176 

 

O‘ahu Railway and Land Company, 214 

O‘ahu Sugar Company, 187, 188 

 

Pacific Bridge Company, 200, 203, 204 

Pacific Club, 64 

Palmyra Island, 70, 131, 146, 176, 291, 295 

Panalä‘au Memoirs, 35, 89, 105, 110, 118, 281, 

291 

Panalä‘au project 

and communications during occupation, 

69-70, 81, 84, 125-26, 127, 180, 260 

payment for volunteers for, 19, 74, 122, 183 

purpose of, 12, 41, 77, 81, 84-85, 88-89, 131, 

165, 166-67, 172, 280 

qualifications of volunteers for, 31, 71, 74, 

143 

reasons for volunteering for, 10, 19, 70-71, 

102, 142, 171, 280, 281 

recruiting for, 10, 31, 69, 70, 140. See also 

Black, Richard; Miller, William T. 

relationship amongst volunteers for, 16, 20, 

74-75, 83-84, 88, 91, 106-7, 124-25, 158-

59, 282 
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and secrecy, 123, 129, 141, 264-65, 297 

supplies for volunteers for, 33, 77, 78, 82, 

85, 145, 151-52, 285-86 

Pan American Airways, 34, 70, 162, 165 

Pan American China Clipper, 32, 34 

Paoa, Melvin, 282 

Pea, Kini, 32, 74 

Pea, William, 32 

Pease, James, 260-61 

Phillips, Mannie Woodrow “Woody,” 280, 

281, 289 

Phillips, Paul (interview), 275-98; 36, 42, 43 

and attitude towards Panalä‘au project, 

297 

education of, 278 

family background of, 277, 278 

and growing up in Kaimukï, 276-77 

and Jarvis Island, 281-82 

activities on, 285 

duties on, 289 

evacuation from, 290, 291, 292, 294 

water supply on, 286-87 

and World War II, 290-91 

and working in cannery, 279-80 

Pi‘ianai‘a, Abraham, 39, 104, 114, 124, 130, 

142, 156, 158-59, 162-63 

Pires, Manuel, 127 

Port Allen, Kaua‘i, 199 

Provisional Government Army, 3 

Punchbowl National Memorial Cemetery of 

the Pacific, 45 

 

Queen Lili‘uokalani, 3 

 

Renken, Ernest, 283, 284, 285, 290 

Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (ROTC), 9, 

22, 66, 73-74, 98, 158, 228, 237 

Riley, James, 36, 282, 284, 291 

Rodman, Jules, 156, 159, 162-63 

Roger B. Taney, 31, 32, 37, 40, 282, 291, 294-95 

Royal School, 59-60, 63-64, 65, 91 

principal of, see Smith, Civil 

 

Samoa, 172, 173, 182, 258, 280 

Ships, 31, 62, 164, 166, 249. See also, 

Amaranth, Barbara Olsen, Helm, Itasca, 

Monterey, Roger B. Taney, Tiger, William J. 

Duane; Inter-Island Steam Navigation 

Company, ships of 

Smith, Civil, 59-60, 62-63, 65 

Sproat, Emanuel (interview), 1-24; 39 

education of, 6-8 

family background of, 2-6 

and initiation rituals, 12 

and Jarvis Island 

impressions of, 13 

living on, 13-17 

returning from, 19-20 

sailing to, 11-12 

and Kamehameha Schools, 8-9 

Stevedores, 49, 52, 54, 136 

Stewart, Harry, 14 

Stillman, George, 127 

Strike, Inter-island Steam Navigation 

Company (1938), 197, 238 

Suares, Louis, 33, 126, 140, 141, 164 

Subic Bay, military base at, 244 

Swains Island, 172, 173 

 

Tiger, 146, 175 

Toomey, Daniel, 39, 104, 105, 111 

 

U.S. Department of Commerce, 69, 280 

U.S. Department of Interior, 69, 176, 185, 280 

 

Waiäkea Mill, 94, 96-97 

West, George, 105 

Whaley, Richard “Dickie,” 36, 37, 38, 258-59, 

261-62, 265, 266, 282, 284, 297 

William J. Duane, 71, 75 

Wise, Bill, 189 

World War II, 166, 290-91 
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Yomes, William, 105, 109 


Young, Edward, 74, 105, 114 


Zagara, Dominic, 33-34, 35, 36, 37-38, 284
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