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Since their discovery in 1778 by Captain James Cock, the Hawaiian
Islands have been settled by and have become the home of various ethnic
groups from different parts of the globe. This trend has continued, until
today the Islands are the meeting place of at least a dozen different ethnic
groups,

Previous editions of our journal have presented various aspects of the
cultures which contribute to the cosmopolitan character of our Island world.
Quite inevitably, in our efforts to describe and analyze the social processes
operating in Hawaii, we have neglected to discuss some of the less promi-
nent ethnic and social groups in the Islands. These too, however, play a
part in the total life of the Territory and we have become increasingly
aware of the lack of any literature on some of these groups.

Because of the feeling that a more searching account of certain of
Hawaii’s minority groups was needed, the fourteenth publication of Social
Process in Hawaii has selected as its central theme for 1950, ‘‘Neglected
Minority Groups in Hawaii.”’ We would like to add hastily here that the
publication will not contain exclusively studies of ethnic groups but will also
consider neglected aspects of inter-racial relations in Hawaii.

This year, Stephen Murin, one of our student contributors, in prepar-
ing his paper on ‘‘The Gypsies in Hawaii’’ took some striking pictures of his
subjects. Feeling that these shots were too valuable to be overlooked, we
decided to include several in this issue to round out an article already alive
with local color. It is our hope that these pictures may add to the readers’
comprehension of one of our topics and also that this new departure may
establish a useful precedent for subsequent issues of Social Process in
Hawalii,

Anyone working on a publication of this type will readily realize the
immense amount of labor that is involved in order that the final deadline be
met. The staff this year is indebted to our advisers, Dr. Andrew W. Lind
and Dr. Bernhard L. Hormann not only for their suggestions and contribu-
tions but also for their continued encouragement and guidance. We would
also like to thank Dr. Clarence Glick, Peggy Kainuma, Tamiko Yamamoto,
Henry Toyama, and Jane Kohatsu for their help and cooperation.
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