
BIOGRAPHICAL SUMMARY: Aunty Kim Haʻupu 
 
 

Aunty Kim Haʻupu is a māhū from Waiʻanae. They have worked as a hairdresser, waitress, 
mental health case worker, and caregiver. They were among a group of performers known as the 
“Ka Uʻi Wahine Dancers and Company” who put on female impersonation shows in Waiʻanae 
and across the islands, including performances at neighbor island hotels and community centers. 
They continue to be involved in the Waiʻanae community and are part of the Waiʻanae Moku 
Kūpuna Council.  
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ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW 

With 
Aunty Kim Ha’upu (KH) 

Kapolei, Hawaiʻi 
July 17, 2022 

BY: Lani Teves (LT), Maluhia Low (ML) 
 

 
LT:  So let’s start from the beginning then. Please state your name. 
 
KH:  Kimberly Ha’upu. 
 
LT:  Okay, we’re interviewing Kim, Aunty Kim here at Zippy’s Kapolei on July 17th, 2022, a 

beautiful Sunday morning. When and where were you born? 
 
KH:  I was born at Kapiʻolani Hospital, April 20th, 1949, Honolulu. At the time we lived in 

Kaimukī.  
 
LT:  And where did you grow up? 
 
KH: Shortly in Pearl City. Shortly after I was born my parents decided to move to the 

mainland, to California. So we resided in California from 1950-1960. 
 
LT:  What was that like? Where? So California, where in California? 
 
KH:  Hayward, California, Oakland, practically all over California, east, west, north, south, 

you name it that’s where we lived for those ten years.  
 
LT:  What was it like, what were the kids like you know what I mean? 
 
KH:  The kids, well you know I was growing so I was so big up there in the mainland, you 

know in the mainland. The kids, the young people were okay, ‘cause I was still evolving 
to the big girl I am today. 

 
LT:  Sure. 
 
KH:  I eventually, I think around five or six, I was changing, my parents were noticing that, in 

between and everything else. And we came back in 1960, I was ten when I came back. 
 
LT:  Okay, right after Hawaiʻi became a State, so what was Hawaiʻi like? Where you grew up? 

Where did you guys move to when you came back? 
 
KH:  When we came back in 1960 we moved to ‘Ewa beach. We lived at our grandparents for I 

want to say maybe about six months. My parents were reconciling their marriage so they 
left us at ‘Ewa beach with our grandparents. By the time I was ten I was already noticing 



 4 

I wanted to shave my legs and be a girl. My grandparents were very interesting ‘cause my 
grandfather would say to me, when he first met me, “Oh I don’t have a grandson I have a 
granddaughter.” And I started laughing. And they were very, well they knew where I was 
going before I even knew I was evolving to be, and they were very accepting, right, 
Filipino grandparents. 

   
Shortly, my parents got together we moved, we left ʻEwa beach, I think that was maybe 
in the late 60s, 1960 we moved to Nānākuli, Waiʻanae. A big jump from ‘Ewa beach that 
was populated coming to Waiʻanae, Nānākuli where it was a house, bushes, a house, 
bushes and it wasn’t developed as yet in 1960. 

 
LT:  Mmmhmm, and then? Keep going. What things do you remember about growing up in 

Nānākuli? 
 
KH:  Oh okay. Then I went to Nānāikapono Elementary. When I got there, I was a 5th grader 

and unbeknownst to me, I was wearing girl blouses to school. I had no idea that girls 
blouses were on the left and the boys were on the right, I had no idea. So I would be 
going to school, my classmates, I was the new kid on the block, I was kind of feminine, 
my voice, my mannerisms. And they were accepting in the 5th grade but they knew I was 
different and they would be calling me sissy, tilly, māhū, sissy-Alice. And you know, you 
just being made fun of, you didn’t you know were going to be different, and so other than 
that they were okay. There was no beating you up at the time, that was yet to come. I 
went to their 5th grade, 6th grade, 7th grade, to Nānāikapono. This was in 1960/61. From 
there, either we could go to Waipahu High School, or Waiʻanae High School because 
there was no Nānākuli High at that time.  

 
LT:  Was there Campbell? 
 
KH:  Campbell was there, the two schools we could go to that was in the district that was 

accepted was Waipahu to Waiʻanae High. So from 7th grade, we all transferred to 
Waiʻanae High School and at that time was just 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade. So 
we went there at the 8th grade. Prior to me, there was other of my māhū sisters there 
already and they were in their senior year at the school and already there. So they made 
their entryway before me and we were like very loud. We were all coming out of our 
shells, and it was like “Oh my god, who’s that?” They already knew what I was going to 
be when they saw me, “Girl! Girl welcome to the sisterhood!”  

 
School was really okay, again the boys weren’t too good if you were māhū. They were 
really brutal, growing up. You were safe when you were in the 11th, 12th grade because 
now you were the masters of the high school. Talk about bullying it was happening in the 
60s before it became a reality in this time now, in the 21st century. So the struggle 
became more real because the acceptance of being different and wanting to be who you 
were meant to be was harder. You weren’t accepted in either group, the girls or the boys 
group, because to be a friend with somebody like us, was like huh?! You hang out with 
people like that? So emotionally and psychologically it was hard for me, I dropped out of 
school, I never went back to school.  
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ML:  When did you drop out, senior year? 
 
KH:  No I dropped out in the 8th grade, in the 9th grade, I didn’t go to school, it was 

overwhelming. The bullying was even more hard you know. I was timid when I was in 
school and when you’re learning about yourself, there is this big conflict going on in you. 
I went back to school in my 11th year, I was prepared for what lied ahead, you learn more 
about yourself by staying at home. Staying at home wasn’t good either ‘cause your 
parents wasn’t too cool about you being who you’re going to become, not at all. My 
parents were devout Catholics, my father was a police officer, HPD on the Waiʻanae 
Coast. I was an embarrassment to them, actually, they used the word, an abomination. I 
actually had to go look up that word, when I read it I was like, I’m not that! I am not that. 
And I became a thorn in my parents’ side because I was so resistant, resistance beyond 
words.  
 
So I decided to go back to school in my 11th year you know, go back to school, it 
couldn’t have been any worse than being at home, than being in school. So I went back to 
the latter in the 11th grade. Of course, I had to repeat some of my work and studies. We 
graduated in 1969. I was supposed to graduate in 1967, I missed that class. I was 
supposed to graduate in 1968, I missed that class. But I graduated in 1969. We did not 
have adult education at that time, because if that was an option I would have taken that, I 
would have taken that option, but it wasn’t an option in the 60s. I went back to school and 
graduated and was happy we finished with school.  

 
Prior to my graduation, my parents had kicked me out at 17 because they could no longer, 
I’m going to use the word, stomach, me. And that was okay. I went to live with my uncle 
and aunty in Nānākuli for my senior year and it was okay. I will always love them for 
taking me in, but my journey still continued. So I kind of moved out and lived on the 
streets of Honolulu with my other māhū sisters. Kind of survived it.  

 
I ran into a Samoan gentleman who worked at that time at the vocational rehab. And you 
know working on the streets and everyone who comes up to you, pulls up in the car, you 
know, you want to date? You want to date? What are you doing? Want to spend some 
time? He pulled up on the corner and asked me why am I doing this? I said, “Why do you 
want to date?” He said, “No I have something better to give you.” “Sure what is it?” He 
said, “Get in the car and go with me.” I said, “Ohhhh okay,” a John. Well, I went with 
him and he told me,  “Why am I doing this, you know?” “What if I told you I have 
something better for you so you don’t have to be on the streets?” And I told him like, 
“What is there?” you know young māhū what is there? He said, “I represent vocational 
rehab and we work with young boys, young men like you, and you’re soft so maybe 
cosmetology, become a floral designer.” And I’m like yeah okay, and I said I needed to 
think about it and he said “Well what if I come tomorrow and meet you over here and 
everything.” And I said “Yeah okay” and I shrugged it off my shoulder as if it were 
nothing.”  
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Well, he came back the following day and told me “So you thought about it?” And I said, 
“Well why, why are you doing this? Why are you doing this?” Because of course, there 
was so much doubt, trust, who do I trust? Your family that you should be able to trust 
didn’t want you. “Well, what do you want out of this?” He said, “Well I just want to work 
with anybody that would want my help.” And you know I said “Okay, why not?” I really 
didn’t have anything to lose, I didn’t have anything to lose. And it didn’t matter, it 
seemed to be a good thing to do for a while. I didn’t know where I was going. The streets 
were okay, it offered me something better than my family.  

 
The Glades were on the streets at that time also, it was a safe haven for all of us. I didn’t 
frequent there, even though it was for the māhūs to go in. I didn’t frequent there, I 
frequent there after I got my life together and found my niche in the world. So I went to 
beauty school, he followed me throughout the whole beauty school. At that time they pay 
for your college, they gave you stipend to live on.  

 
LT:  Where did you live when you were going to beauty school?  
 
KH:  We found an apartment, I found an apartment and of course rent at that time was like 

$100-$125 as compared to today. So we were able to pay for my schooling, pay for my 
apartments, and kind of give me some direction where I was going. I went to Hollywood 
Beauty College at Ala Moana Shopping Center, of course, it is no longer there anymore. I 
went, I dropped out, to me it was too slow. Went back on the streets, had my apartment, 
he came looking for me again, you know this man was consistent, this man was not going 
to give up on me, even at times I felt like giving up on myself. He followed me through, 
it took me two years to finish beauty school and by the time I was done, and he was with 
me for the whole time, perhaps the only person that ever showed any caring for me at that 
time.  

 
LT:  Was he working with the other girls at that time to help them go through the program? 
 
KH:  You know I’m not really sure, but I know what he did for me, I know what vocational 

rehab did for me. He gave me a good direction, he came to our graduation after school. I 
no longer connected with my family, those were the emotional crushes that I had to go 
through, and I made a promise you know, fine, my family kicked me out. My family is 
my family, isn’t there, then fine, I’ll make them. l I’m going to make myself to become 
who I’m meant to be without ‘ohana support. And I did. I really, really, really, did.  

 
I had my other māhū sisters on the Waiʻanae Coast that were there, but I think all of our 
journeys are alone, most of the time you have to go alone with a support network. I 
finished school, by the time we finished school at Hollywood Beauty College you had 
jobs waiting for you already, the school set you up. I worked at military bases at Barbers 
Point, yeah you know I kind of liked this evolution of myself doing hair, I found my 
niche.  

 
Never went back to the streets cause I reached a goal of becoming a cosmetologist. 
Worked in Waipahu, worked at Crown Waipahu, worked at many salons— Bebe Adams 
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Cutting Curl, that was in Waipahu, Barbers Point Beauty Salon. I think in 1973 I was 
approached by one my good Navy friends to come work in Waiʻanae. Even though I am 
from Waiʻanae, I didn’t live in Waiʻanae again. So I came to Waiʻanae and worked at a 
salon, and I end up managing it for 40 years.  

 
ML:  Were you still in touch with this man, this guy who helped you? 
 
KH:  No I didn’t. I think he went on to help others become. So I already advocated for 

vocational rehab for the girls on the street to go to vocational rehab because I was able to 
get a career there. And a good one! A good career. Are they still in existence? I think so 
yeah? Vocational rehab they were really great to me. 

 
LT:  I don’t know 
 
KH:  And I managed a salon for 40 years.  
 
LT:  Okay so you’re managing a salon or various salons, living in Waiʻanae. I wonder if we 

could talk a little, so you said you went to the Glades once you had your career. 
 
KH:  Yes. 
 
LT:  Yeah, so what does that mean? 
 
KH:  I had gone back to the Glades because I recognized this as my community, I recognized 

this as my community. And just to patronize there and see what it was all about.  
 
LT:  So what were the Glades for people that don’t know anything? 
 
KH:  The Glades, the fine art of female impersonation first of all with some iconic 

performers— Brandy Lee, Dina Jacobs which still performs in Chicago today, Charmaine 
Lee Anderson, they are like our older mentors and it was a safe haven for many of us, 
who came from broken homes, who came from broken family environments, whose 
families were not accepting of this journey of becoming who we were meant to be, 
woman, you know, māhū, that didn’t have a support network, Glades was the place to be. 
A safe place and Mommy Aggie or Mama Aggie as we called her was the owner. And of 
course, she helped us, gave us jobs there, of course, I never worked there but I patronized 
there, after I got myself a stable, with a stable job, I went there with my other sisters to 
support the Glades and knowing who I had become and comfortable in my skin, I felt I 
should go and learn more about the world that I actually come from; which at that time 
was just māhūs, today I’m part of a bigger LGBTQ community. And I want to say that 
it’s worldwide, nationwide and all.  

 
So when I went there I meet all the girls there and we all share our stories with each 
other, our journeys. Some of the girls their parents were, family very accepting, not all 
were accepting but we were able to be a support network and a buffer for each other—cry 
if we needed to, be angry, be mad– what are families supposed to do if they just throw 
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[throw] you out? So we were able to talk about that and let go of some of that pain that 
can seep into you and kind of screw you up. So that’s a way of forgiving and moving on. 
I created for me, a llife on the Waiʻanae Coast. I think we would go when there was 
pageants at the Glades. Of course, there was Prince Hanalei… 

 
LT:  I’ve heard about… 
 
KH:  Prince Hanalei, Hawaiʻi’s only male exotic dancer, there will be no other, as Prince 

Hanalei. And of course, he’s from the Waiʻanae coast. Handsome gentleman, no other. So 
being that I worked on the Waiʻanae Coast and working because my goal was to always 
find a job and make a career and move forward. Get my gender reassignment, it was 
called at that time, gender reassignment; you know putting in the right body and all of 
that, so that was one of my goals.  

 
  Finding love to me, it can be difficult when you are māhū, especially here in the islands. 

And it’s interesting cause we have different tastes for men, so it was always, always for 
me, Black and Japanese, Filipino. White and Locals were not on my list. 

 
LT:  Oh… 
 
KH:  Surprising? 
 
LT:  I don’t know. 
 
ML:  Mmmhmmm. 
 
KH: Girl never! Because Locals like always make fun, but you know they would call you in 

the night.  
 
LT:  Right, right. 
 
KH:  Blacks, they were cool, cause they were very accepting, if they knew what you were it 

was okay, it was great. So you know many of them were my good friends, some of them 
were my boyfriends. And I eventually married a local man. So funny that I would marry a 
local man, falling in love with a local man, that was the funniest. And was a short very 
dark gentleman, not handsome, interesting, but no not handsome.  

 
LT:  Where did you meet him? 
 
KH:  I used to work at a bar on the Waiʻanae Coast. RJ’s it was a straight bar, none of us were 

allowed in it at that time, it was a fine dining restaurant. It was owned by the Joseph 
family, who I knew very well in life. And during the duration of their owning it, the 
owner to one of my girlfriends, asked if she could find a waitress. She asked, “You want 
to go work there?” I said, “Where? In that straight bar, I don’t know? You know, I don’t 
mind.” I wasn’t a waitress, I do hair. So I told my girlfriend that you gotta tell them that 
I’m māhū. She said, “That won’t matter.” I said, “Well it does matter.” I met up with him, 
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he kind of liked me, he said, “Okay you will be my waitress.”  I told him, “I don’t know 
how to work bar.” He said, “You can learn.” I said, “Okay, alright.” And he hired me and 
I went to work.  

 
I didn’t know anything about bar, barring, but when I worked in that night to work, they 
told me to dress however I wanted to dress to work, I said okay. I was 150lbs, long 
blonde hair and I went in, I told the two bartenders, “Hi I’m reporting to work my name 
is Kim.” They looked at me, “Reporting to work!” They gave me full attitude! They 
asked me, “Who hired you?” I said, “Mr. Joseph…Rodney” They were like, “Oh, have 
you ever worked in a bar?” I said, no I do hair for a living.” “Well, this is the way we 
want it.” I worked there for seven years.  

 
ML:  While doing hair? 
 
KH:  So I worked in the morning, and worked, tending bar, being a waitress in the evening. 

Yeah I got made good tips, I worked there for seven years. The bar eventually closed and 
of course, I went back to doing hair. Yeah, yeah, I have always worked.  

 
ML:  And that’s where you met your husband? 
 
LT:  So I met my husband in there. So he had came out, he was at the bar with his dad, you 

know I always made it a habit, if guys were talking to me, if they were interested, I would 
say, “Braddah I’m māhū, kay.”  Other guys were curious like, really?? I said, “Yeah.” I 
never lie, see I don’t lie about what I am. Plus I was so loud, I was just a loud māhū, you 
know? Really! And I wear the name māhū okay and ahh it was okay because I’m not into 
deceiving anybody, I’m not.  

 
So you know, he told me, oh you know, “My name is Wayne, this is my dad,” I said, “Hi, 
good evening.” I would shake guys’ hands ‘cause I never honi them unless they were 
comfortable. I never wanted to make anybody feel uncomfortable, so I would shake their 
hands. So I was serving them, he tells me later, “Would you like to go to breakfast?” And 
her I am holding my tray, I look to him and I started laughing, “Breakfast? Sure.” “Where 
do you want to go?” “How’s Anna Millers?” “Yeah, okay Anna Millers.” 

 
So our bar was open from 9-4, we had cabaret license. So here comes 4 ‘o clock, we’re 
closing the bar, we’re doing all of this you know and then Jo my other girlfriend she 
comes in and tells me, she goes, “Hey Kim, this local dude is outside, he’s asking for you, 
he said you folks are going to go breakfast?” {laughs} I said, “Tell him I left.” And she 
starts to laugh. She says, “Okay.”  So I just go sit in the bathroom after we clean up our 
tables, when he’s gone, “Tell me when he’s gone, can you?” “Kim he left” “Okay I’m 
coming out.” “You told him I wanted him to leave?” “Well, he asked.” “He should have 
just said if he wanted head, yeah sure, it costs baby,” you know. 

 
I had not seen him for three months later, when he came in he was a whole different 
person, he was with a whole group of men, a different group of men. As a matter of fact, 
he was an ironworker and he came in with all his ironworker friends. The whole night 
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was different because they decided to sit in my section and they don’t want to sit in 
another section. They were kind of difficult because when I gone to the table to ask what 
they wanted to drink they just kind of looked at each other and started laughing. And I 
said “Oh no these locals are going to be a problem,” you know. So I go back to the bar 
and their table was in the middle, I had ten tables in my, my section, ten per person. And I 
said “These local guys are going to give me a bad time.”  

 
So I went to the table three times, they didn’t order. I told Jo, “Jo come do me a favor.” 
She said, “Yeah, what?” “Can you go work on the… can you go wait on the table with 
the local guys ‘cause they not ordering from me, all they doing is laughing you know and 
it’s pissing me off and I don’t know if I can take all ten down.” And she started laughing. 
And so she went over to the table, “Hi guys what can I get for you?” And they told her 
like, “Well who, who, whose the waitress for here?” “Kim.” “Well send Kim.” She comes 
back and tells me, “Kim, they don’t want me to wait they want you.”  

 
So I muster up a lot of energy, I go to the table, I stick my head in the middle of the 
group, and say, “Guys I’m not here to suck any of you off, I’m a simple māhū that’s 
working to make a living. You can either order from me or move to the other side.” Was I 
trembling when I said that? Hell yeah! ‘Cause these are iron workers, they’re bigger than 
me. They laugh, again they laugh and I said “Oh no.” I turned around and I guess the 
leader of the group says, “Yeah we going to order and make it fast.” “Sure.” And so, they 
told me what they wanted, took their drinks, they became my friends that night.  

 
They became my regulars after that. But it was so hard to do this. And these were, they 
became union leaders for the ironworkers. I’m not going to mention their names. They 
became union leaders and my good friends. And you know they later on said, “You know 
it took a lot of balls with what you said.” And I went like, “Yeah, ‘cause locals think we 
always want to give them head. What makes you folks think that? What makes you think 
that I find anybody on this table attractive? I’m too good for that.” And you know they 
crack up laughing. And Wayne was on that table. That was interesting he acted like he 
didn’t know me, which was kind of good, cause I didn’t want to know any of them 
besides being my customers.  

 
So once I knew what they were drinking, I told the hold leader, “If you need a round, just 
wave your lighter, k” They would raise their lighter and order, take it back, fast, fast, fast, 
fast. They were generous tippers and I did not know that these same men would be my 
good friends, to right up til now. And when we get together we kind of mingle, (I love 
you, said to a person in the restaurant), we kind of mingle, we talk about that one instance 
when in RJ’s bar, you know. They all locals [laughs]. But eventually, worked there, went 
back to my job in Waiʻanae, and over a period of time Wayne and I would run into each 
other and we just started building a relationship. 

 
He was formerly married, he came from a family, our relationship became an issue with 
his everybody, everybody. And because he’s born and raised in Waiʻanae and his family 
was staunch Mormon. It was hard, for me, because his family was tough to me like, “Hey 
this is wrong.” I said, “Hey this is a two-way street, you need to talk to your son, you 
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need to talk to your grandson. You know I think we apparently care for each other.” Well, 
that relationship turned into 40 years with him. We were going to do the SB, Same-Sex 
Marriage, but I lost him to cancer in 2009, but we had lived together for 40 years.  

 
And I want to say that the journey to finding love for anybody, it is you know for any 
gender the struggle is real and it’s great. For māhūs, it might even be more greater, ‘cause 
acceptance yeah. And your husbands’ saying “I’m going with a man, with a man?” And 
this is in the back of your head. Silently there, but it comes up all the time. But I was 
happy, again I was blessed to have a relationship. Would I look for one any more? No, I 
have two sons now that are one is in Miami, hānai sons, and one is coming home in 
September.  

 
So do you know any of the girls at the Honolulu Production—Maddy, Aston, the girls 
that worked there by any chance? 

 
LT:  I knew them from seeing them at shows, drag shows. In the like late 90s, early 2000s, 

like Maddalynn Ashton, Kaina Jacobs, Cocoa Chandelier, obviously.  
 
KH:  Yeah ‘cause Cocoa Chandelier does she not teach, is she a teacher? 
 
LT:  She does, she teaches, dance at UH. 
 
KH:  Yeah! 
 
LT:   Yeah, yeah, yeah. And I’ve interviewed her before, I’ve written about her. 
 
KH:  Amazing! Amazing! Amazing! Amazing! Okay here just wanted to show you [picture of 

her in her younger years], me when I was working the bar at 25. 
 
LT:  Oh wow! 
 
KH:  So I always told the girls, I tell the girls I said, “Okay enjoy your youth, carry on ok, 

‘cause when you get older you not going look like this, you might, it just depends yeah.” 
I said I need to show the girls, so this is the illusion I put out to whoever, and I was like 
that until I got married. “We’re like whoa you’re comfortable.” You know and I know 
when I looked at that I was like, “Gosh” I always felt skinny. I didn’t feel beautiful but I 
said you were pretty enough to get by.  

 
ML:  So, and you did some shows in Waiʻanae? 
 
KH:  We created the Ka Uʻi Wahine dancers and company, local girls, again all from Waiʻanae. 
 
LT:  What year is this? 
 
KH:  This is all happening between the 70s and the 90s. 
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LT:  Okay. 
 
KH:  And we were actually, some group of men from the Big Island saw our show surrounded 

by good ladies, we performed at her 50th birthday party. And we performed and they 
wanted to know if we wanted to go to the Big Island and do shows for them? And at that 
time, I’m not sure if there was someone, the Kamehameha Men’s Glee Club from the Big 
Island. So they wanted to meet with all the girls, which were all Waiʻanae girls with the 
exception of three girls from Waipahu, Valerie DJ Michaels, Libra Zamora, and of course 
Ms. Fanny Patigan. And they all from Glades also, not performing, but go there, frequent. 
We met with them and they just wanted to know in essence if any of them were 
streetwalkers. Yeah, I said, “Well no.” So we all met at Kelly’s Drive-In. 

 
LT:  Yes! By the airport? 
 
KH:  Kelly’s Drive-in, by the airport, which is now a bike place. 
 
LT:  It’s Harley Davidson.  
 
KH:  Yeah okay and that was Kelly’s and we met with all of them, they all flew in from the Big 

Island ‘cause they wanted to meet us, you know. And there was 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 of us 
and I’m the emcee and singer and a variety show, comedic act, all. They met with us, and 
I liked them because they were very forward in asking us to point blank if we were 
streetwalkers and I was like they work, the girls work, they were, at least most of the girls 
were in, home care or case management. You know so, they were happy about that. They 
wanted to know what kind of shows we put on. And I said, well for the public you wanted 
it rated G. 

 
In this first show, we didn’t have any nudity or skin showing, it was all a variety show, 
hula dancing. Te first group we had we did Broadway hits, Hello Dolly, Maid, you name 
it we did it. I sing live, so I like Patsy Cline, Barbara Streisand, um I did a little of ohhh, 
Anita Baker, Anita Baker. And I’m the emcee. So we would go to the Big Island every 
summer, put on shows for our men’s glee club. And they want to buy new uniforms, and 
so we would make about 10 grand in Fridays and Saturdays, two shows each, two shows 
each, and then they for us to go up, in our room and pay us a flat fee of $2,500. I thought 
that was damn good.  

 
They would always buy the food, not because everybody eats a lot, well let’s say they eat 
like men, yeah you know. They said, “Kim do you think people can pay for your own 
food?” And I’m like yea, I know. I said “we can pay for our own food, ‘cause they do eat 
like kāne.” And we laugh, okay and I told the girls, “Plane fare, get a car, we get a room, 
they’re paying for that, we just paying for our own food because everybody eats like 
kāne.” Everybody’s like, hahahaha. “I said Mary you know that’s true okay.” You know, 
we can help them out it’s a flat $2,500 divided by seven of us, I think that’s damn good. 
And we flew back every summer and looked forward to.  
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So we performed at the Keauhou Beach Hotel, at the Hyatt Waikaloa, Nani Loa, which 
Nani Loa was amazing where we performed because it was this big hall. I think the Nani 
Loa was like a mini, small Vegas, a stage and um chairs and like a counter fashion, you 
know. 

 
LT:  So this was for tourists, whoever was staying at the hotel or was? 
 
KH:  Tourist and Local. So the shows that they made was for tourist and locals and it was 

amazing. 
 
LT:  Yeah, yeah. 
 
KH:  We even performed for Aunty Leilani Mendez for her Mother’s Day show at, in 

Nānākuli, right next to Paradise Cove, for her Mother’s Day show. She came to me, “Kim 
I want you to perform at my Mother’s Day show.” “Yes Aunty.” Well, there was no 
nudity because all of the girls, well no because we did Broadway hits, we had a comedic 
act and I would do funny number like, not “Hello Darling” but like Bette Midler, “The 
Mermaid” you know the Mermaid. So we performed for Aunty Leilani Mendez, the 
crowd was amazing, it’s like, here I told the girls, we would always pule kākou before we 
start going on stage, “Give it to them!” I was like, “Give it to the crowd!”  

 
And locals are great ‘cause they love drag shows, they’re our best supporters. And also 
the tourists, because I think in the mainland they have drag shows. The girls don’t look as 
pretty as the local girls, they do look like truck drivers in wigs, so. The new girls that our 
coming out are very pretty, the ones that I have seen on Instagram. So we had many 
performers there, of course, some of the girls have moved on. They moved to Vegas, 
they’re older now, they can’t go on stage and carry on. 

 
So we performed for about seven years and we were all working, and when we decided to 
go to Maui or Big Island we just take off from our jobs and go off on the weekend and we 
come back on Monday. And so it was great performing and we kind of like people know 
we’re out there, um the Ka Uʻi Wahine Dancers and Company. We had people in the 
background to help change, that just wanted to go. We had our own light technician, we 
had a production crew that would set up while we were there.  

 
But our second group was the Glades Glamour Girls Debut, the girls of today. So we did 
have two girls that took it all off, not all off, but you know pasties there, pasties there, 
beautiful bodies so yeah was good. But if we had to cover up, if we had shows for GP, I 
would tell the girls, “We have kūpuna in the audience”, so we have to be mindful. And 
we have kids over there. So the other girls didn’t like it, I said, “This is a form of 
entertainment.” And the girls had pretty bodies. The girls would say, “Are they really 
boys, ‘cause they don’t look like it.” As long as you’re getting paid don’t get J [jealous] 
of the next person, you know. And you know I always had to be the buffer in between. 
Sometimes the girls get… 

 
LT:  Right. 
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KH:  So we performed at the 4th of July, for the 4th of July extravaganza held by Sunset on the 

Beach, it was also by, can’t think of his name but the show was a success. Everybody 
knew that the Glades Glamour Girls were going to be there. Packed! I mean it was 
packed from here to across the street, wanting to see them. And I always told the girls, we 
pray, and I looked at the girls and said, “This is amazing, everybody is out there to see 
our show, so give it your best. Sell, sell, sell the show!” And they would go out, we 
would always have an opening number, opening number, “Bad Girl.” [singing] “Bad girl 
talking about the…” Come out and everybody is screaming. Like I’m in the back and I’m 
getting nervous cause I got to go after that and welcome everybody to our show, “We are 
the Glades Glamour Girls Debut, how do you like our opening number?” Screaming, 
screaming! I said, “I am overwhelmed Waiʻanae!”  

 
So you know I say, “How many of you from Waiʻanae? How many from Nānākuli, 
Waiʻanae, Waiakāne, we have outside Honolulu?” Yes, screaming! Everybody hyped up 
for the next numbers and the next numbers. And the girls are in the back like changing, 
we had 5 minutes. I said, “Hold on the boys will be out.” See I always wanted to say, 
Glades used to bring on the performance as, “Mr. Brandy Lee, Mr. Terrance Felt, Mr. this 
and that.” It was just like, what an entry! And then here comes all of the Mrs’ looking so, 
Miss.  

 
LT:  Right. 
 
KH:  But the girls didn’t want that, “No, no aunty, just our names.” I was like, “Okay, alright” 

But I said, “But you know the gimmick is Mr., and here comes this beauty.” They said, 
“Aunty it’s okay.” ‘Cause they loved us anyway. So that group lasted about six years. I 
gave the group to one of my other girlfriends because I was moving on with yet another 
job within the mental health, well, with the State Department of Health.  

 
LT:  Right. 
 
KH:  About mental health. 
 
LT:  Right. 
 
KH:  So I passed it on and I said okay I’m moving. Yes, so it was a great time, it’s been a great 

time.  
 
ML:  Sounds like it. 
 
KH:  I went to, I’m not sure I think, I closed my salon in 2000, moved into mental health, 

actually mental health around 1991. I gone to work at our local Waiʻanae mental health at 
that time, as the receptionist. Well the, not the executive director, but the second in 
command wanted to know if I could work part-time, she offered me a job there. And that 
job turned into four years, I was on call. So I let the girls run the salon. I told the girls, “I 
think I’m going to be moving into a different career, I’m going to leave the comfort of a 
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beauty salon and go and work with straight people.” “Really?” I said, “Yeah, the 
administrator wants me to come work there.” 

 
So I worked there, she liked my work. Because I do have clerical experience. So I 
worked there for four years and then I was recommended to become a case manager. And 
I said okay. And it was scary and frightening, cause again I had to be accepted by a whole 
different realm of heterosexual people. Though people knew me, I’m leaving my comfort 
zone, I knew that but I was willing to give it a try. Well, that turned into my next career 
for the next 17 years. So I worked there for 10 years. Were there any obstacles? I didn’t 
want to work with men, didn’t know if they wanted me to be their case manager because 
I was māhū.  

 
LT:  Oh yeah, yeah. 
 
KH:  “Can I just work with women?” And she looked at me and she goes, “No, you’ll be 

working with men and women. That issue you have is yours.” And she was right. I said, 
“Okay.” So again I had to formulate, okay if I’m going to work with men how do I do 
this? The simplest way is being honest and open. So when I met with all my men clients, 
you know we would go out. I didn’t like being at a desk, like this, I liked being sitting 
under a tree out there, and take away this table, I’m in the back you’re there, we’re going 
to talk outside.  

 
I would say, “Hello my name is Kim, I’m going to be your new case manager and I just 
want you to know that at any time you are not comfortable with me we can find you 
somebody else, I am māhū.” And all my local guys would look at me and tell me, “You 
local, yeah?” I said, “I am.” “Then that’s all, that’s good enough for me. I no like no 
haole being my case manager.” My barrier broke that day. Another wall, all these walls 
that come up because you’re māhū, you know. And so I exposed myself to a new world 
that was forthcoming. 

 
And me and my other gentleman friend had the biggest cases, we were only supposed to 
have 30, we had 40. Most of them were men, most of my guys were men, they were 
hardcore people, dual diagnosis, drugs, and either schizophrenia, bipolar, a combination 
of both, along with drug addiction. So I had to muster up all my experiences, childhood 
and bring it forward. And that turned into 17 years, really good work. I moved on from a 
nonprofit into the State Department of Health, adult mental health. I think I worked there 
for three years, in the Clubhouse psycho-social program if you heard of it.  

 
And it was really good. If there were any barriers I think it was when we were working 
clubhouse in this mental job and when people from the state department, from the State 
Hospital, would come to the program, they would spend the day with us and they would 
interview everybody. And they didn’t know who were members or workers. And it was 
always interesting because they saw me as a māhū so they would ask me, “So how long 
have you been coming to this program?” And I went along with it. I said, “10 years.” 
“How do you like it here?” “I like it, you know.” They said, “Okay.” And I already knew 
they were goading me, they thought I was a member.  
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So here when we’re having lunch together, my Director is going to introduce the staff, so 
she goes along the row and says, “And this is Kim, Kim is one of our staff here.” And the 
people from the State Hospital had this look on their face, they were wrecked and 
embarrassed. And they later came to tell me after lunch, “How come you didn’t tell me 
you worked here?” “Because you already thought I was a client consumer.” I can see that 
look in people’s face you know. So I said, so no, you’ll find out at lunchtime, and I knew 
they were embarrassed. There was a good learning for me. Some you know I already 
learned before but it’s always good that sometimes even now people are kind of like, “Oh 
okay.”  

 
And they told my boss later she met with me, she told me, “Kim you didn’t tell them.” I 
said, “No, I was but they already have that look.” I said, “You know, Linda you not māhū, 
you’ll never know when people look at you the way they look at me. They’re already 
looking at me, they know what I am, they already judging me, that I’m client here. I’m 
not a client, because māhūs can’t work at this kind of program.” And she understood. And 
I said, “They learned something today. They learned something.” We can work at regular 
jobs, we can move forward. We can take that challenge and be productive as anybody 
else despite of what they think we can and cannot do. Am I saying too much? 

 
LT:  No you’re saying everything is great. 
 
ML:  So what does a case manager do? 
 
KH:  Something like a social worker, Maluhia. We meet with individuals. Say you’re my new 

case today. So the first thing that I’m going to do with you is make sure that your benefits 
are intact, that you have lodging, you have food. So I’m going to work with you to find, if 
you have no lodging, we need to find you a temporary shelter. I need to see, if you have 
no income, I need to hook you up with DHS or social security, SSI, SSDI. We are going 
to do a psych eval today, were going to find out where on the scale on the DSM, now 
they have the DSM-5, they did away with the DSM-4, I had to do research on that, last 
week.  

 
So we going to find out what it is, and while, while you’re meeting with our psychiatrist, 
to find out what you are, my job is to get you hooked up with all the benefits that’s given 
to everybody has and then after we get that with you we’ll work on, we need to address 
with you. How can I help you? What do you need help with? You know, at the time I was 
working at Clubhouse the psycho-social program for adults, higher functioning adults 
that can do with a strong support network. Proper mid-management, I’m the buffer 
between everything else. I’m the buffer between your home, your family, your 
psychiatrist. And my job is to make sure that you remain stable in the community, you 
work on goals and projects to get you from here to there and then we maintain it. So you 
want to be in independent living so we have to put you in a group home, and then to a 
semi-group home and, then to independent living. And throughout that whole course, I’m 
going to be there for you, independent living is the goal.  
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Getting you an IE, independent employment or SE, supported employment, we go with 
you, through all of this, all. And you stay stable. If you get sick again or depressed, or 
you know land back in the hospital again, I’m there. “I’m here, look your case managers 
here. Mary, what’s going on?” You know it would always be the guys, never the women. 
And say, “Braddah what’s going on?” “Oh I was shitty, I did this and I did that.” “Well, 
gotta get back on your feet again, okay. I no need talk to you what you did was wrong, 
you know, so I not going fill your ears with that. Get back stable, I’m here for you. 
Braddah we get back together.” Boom! 

 
When I left, that was hard because, “Kim, who going be with us?” I said, “I don’t know, 
but you gotta tell them what their job is, you gotta tell them what their job is. You have 
this job because of me. So do your best to keep me, help me.” When you know, people, 
we all ride high, sometimes we go down, sometimes we’re in the middle, we gotta be 
there. I don’t know but what I see today, case managers aren’t as, aloha. You have to have 
aloha. And if you from Hawaiʻi you have a lot of aloha. That’s, that makes us you know 
the aloha, the aloha spirit. So yeah. We were great, I must say we did good. Everybody to 
me was like my own ‘ohana.  

 
They talk about countertransference, so our clinical director they talk about 
countertransference, we cannot you know.  

 
LT:  Right. 
 
KH:  We cannot, you know. We cannot countertransference. And I would always tell the 

clinical director that, “Well that’s a white thing, it’s not a Hawaiian thing.” Hawaiian 
thing yeah, you love your family, you’re there for them, you hear them, you hear their 
heart. Yeah, you gotta, you might argue but the whole thing is getting them back to love, 
to aloha. Countertransference, I didn’t know, because every story I hear it has meaning, 
it’s deep. The pain that people go through, I know that pain. I know that pain, okay. I’ve 
come through that, they can become better. I don’t know how long, the healing is 
different for everybody, the healing of pain is different. You know, something trigger us 
back to the ugly times in our lives, that’s painful. And when it’s painful we resort to… 
drugs, whatever, so you can talk about that, so.  

 
And that’s what I would do for all my gang, Maluhia. I was trying to get back into that 
right now but they only need full-time. With H-Cap has a case manager program. I like 
do part-time.  

 
ML:  Yeah. 
 
KH:  I like part-time. I’m still 73 young and I still work. I work as a personal companion to an 

86-year-old lady on the Waiʻanae Coast. Her daughters felt like she should have a 
caregiver. I met with mama, she’s a strong 86-year-old, she’s very confident here, she’s 
alert. Here health home works, so nobody’s as home with her, so I’ve been hired to have 
her eat breakfast and lunch. To be active, she’s very active. She works 3 hours, 4 hours in 
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a day, we do things together, 4 or 3 hours in a day, she has more than they enough for her 
age.  

 
LT:  Sure. 
 
KH:  She likes to smoke cigarettes and she still drinks. I prepare breakfast for her, her lunch 

but I’m more like her companion, I share with her, “I’m not your caregiver ‘cause you’re 
strong okay.” I said, “But what we are going to do is we going eat breakfast together and 
I going come over here I no like them say, “I never eat Ma,” so we go eat something, we 
go have lunch. When I did meet with her family you know they’re more concerned about 
eating, and they’re concerned about being working. And after about one month with her, 
cause I do an evaluation with the family, I talk about where I am, I use S.O.A.P. as my 
document: Subject, Objective, my Assessment, and what my Plan is with her. That thing 
is still in here, this old brain.  

 
So um, I take the family that mama maybe 86, but she’s at home, she no more appetite, 
sometimes we gotta eat with somebody to get an appetite. Those are things that you 
might have overlooked, and I’m not going to overlook that and I not going take away her 
dignity, I not going take away her independence, I not. ‘Cause she is my kupuna, she is 
86, I’m 72. What I am going to do is, I’m going to use my skills to promote eating, we 
going eat together. You know, never eat alone, never drink alone. So we eat together. If 
she going work, I going work with here. I said, “I not there for tell her what for do.” I tell 
her, “You my supervisor, I your laborer, what we going do today?” So I going take away 
that. She’s a smart woman and I’m not going to play her, I’m going to be open with her. 
“Mom, I’m here for you, you like move this around, move that, we’ll move it around.”  

 
So she enjoys her greenhouse, she grows orchids. She enjoys yard work. She enjoys 
sewing, she sews for a living. She likes her beer, she likes her cigarettes. She swears a lot, 
like my husband and I love it. I love it. She has her puppy, Nala, beautiful. I think a Great 
Dane, ‘cause that dog stands as tall as me, it must weigh more than me, you know. Her 
family’s very happy that I’m there. And they have tv cameras all over their house. I said 
turn on the cameras, watch our conversation, I want you to watch how I work with mom 
cause she’s a great.  

 
I think last week she got us beers, “Eh I got us one beer.” I look at her, I tell her, “Mom 
I’m still on the clock.” She look at me, “Fuck the clock.” I told her okay. So we opened 
up a beer, we had a beer, we had two hours of good work, actually, three hours of good 
work, and we had breakfast and lunch. Small kine, a bowl of cereal, a bologna sandwich. 
I love listening to her, she’s 86, she’s a well of knowledge, and I can learn from her. My 
next journey is to take her out of the house, ‘cause she doesn’t leave the house, she’s at 
home. I think we finally kind of inward, ‘cause she walks with a hunch, and she’s 
embarrassed to go out.  

 
I told her daughters, “Your mom is so akamai, she’s embarrassed to go out, she no like be 
seen like that.” So to me, that is smart. I think, the family shared with me that she’ll talk 
bubbles, I haven’t heard any of that. She doesn’t repeat herself at 86. Half my classmates 
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are repeating themselves every time we’re drinking, I say, “You know how many times 
you said that too much Mary, change the subject.” Mama is 86, she doesn’t repeat herself, 
you know, so I like that. So I work with her Mondays and Wednesdays, from 10-3. The 
family is looking to add on another day, on Friday. I said, “Yeah when you ready, that’s 
fine, you know I like that.”  

 
I’m still looking for something to do on the weekends. I was working at 7-Eleven. Whoa, 
they so busy inside of there, it is crazy busy. But I keep up with the young kids, matter of 
fact I’m faster. I’m an active 73, I want to see my 90s. This is when I won Golden 
Goddess [shows picture], in 1996. Again, and it’s coming up again that Covid is gone. 
Maddy Ashton, is a producer, for the Hawaiʻi Girls All-Stars, so I’m her winner for 1996, 
Golden Goddess, Pussy Galore.  

 
LT:  Yes! 
 
KH:  So I won everything from my category I won clean sweep, I didn’t even know that. 

‘Cause there was so many beautiful girls, where I was competing with old timers, and I 
said, “Oh my god.” I had too much makeup on, I thought I had too much makeup on.  

 
LT:  So you’re working on this show in a couple of months at the Boys and Girls Club… oh 

yeah [commenting on picture] 
 
KH:  My husband. 
 
LT:  That’s your husband, awww.  
 
KH:  Look my husband, Maluhia. 
 
ML:  Awww. 
 
KH:  Yes, the show that’s coming up I will email you folks and put tickets on the side for- 

you’re welcome to come Maluhia. 
 
LT:  But you just been always working to better the community? 
 
KH:  Yes I have, I have. Recently I got involved with the Kūpuna Council, which I shared with 

both of you and I want to leave Mondays to Fridays open ‘cause there’s a lot of things 
going on. We just chose da name, Mana Māhū Extravaganza, to put on the shirt. 
Everybody wants a drag show you know. And I was going to actually make it go dead, 
‘cause I remember my nephew try ask about you know Mana Māhū Drag Show, having it 
at the Boys club. You probably will meet him or you know him, big boy, tall, Kalani 
Flores. He looks at me at with a very serious voice and asked me, “Well aunty what is 
this show going to be all about? Well, what’s the aftermath of it? So people just want a 
drag show to be like, ohh yeah carry on and all that?” And you know I thought about it 
and like, I said, “I want to think that after this…”  yeah you know I was going to drop the 
drag show, but let’s have it cause everybody is hyped about it you know. So I said, “But, 
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the aftermath, let’s put together some sort of support network group for the young keiki 
that are coming up.”  

 
And they are coming up as we speak, some are in this restaurant today. My community is 
out there and we need a support network for them. I did research last week about any 
LGBTQ for babies. I want to say I know like touch elementary, kind of scary, the parents, 
some are in there big time. But maybe from Junior High to High School, I couldn’t find 
anything. I called the boy, I went on UH Mānoa, they have a fabulous curriculum, place 
for the LGBTQ, I love it, I love it. Do you know Kaleo Tavai Ramos? Well, such a big 
world out there I’m so happy, we are everywhere, everywhere, touching lives.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


