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Contributors

robert bino received his PhD in resource management at the Australian 
National University in 2016. His thesis, “Conservation and Development 
Options of the Kokoda Track and the Surrounding Region,” is a historical anal-
ysis of the political ecology of tourism, conservation, and development along 
the most visited tourist site in Papua New Guinea, drawing on over twenty 
years working with, and managing, environmental conservation organizations 
in Papua New Guinea. Dr Bino has published about conservation, mining, 
cassowary conservation, and the New Guinea Singing Dog.

volker boege is a peace researcher and historian, an honorary research fellow 
at the School of Political Science and International Studies at the University of 
Queensland, codirector of the Peace and Conflict Studies Institute Australia in 
Brisbane, and a senior research fellow at the Toda Peace Institute, Tokyo. His 
main fields of work are post-conflict peacebuilding and state formation, and 
environmental degradation and conflict; his main regional area of expertise is 
Oceania. He has published numerous journal articles, book chapters, conference 
papers, and books on peace and conflict studies as well as on German contem-
porary history.

rebecca bogiri holds a PhD in economics from the University of International 
Business and Economics in Beijing, China. She is currently the senior national 
facilitator for the phama Plus Program, an aid for trade program funded by the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade in Vanuatu. Her research interests include foreign aid, China’s 
presence in the Pacific Islands, and the political economy of Pacific Island 
countries.

mathias chauchat is a professor of public law at the University of New 
Caledonia and an expert on the legal and constitutional complexities that 
govern the French territory’s institutions and statutes.

steffen dalsgaard is associate professor at the IT University of Copenhagen, 
Denmark. He holds a PhD in anthropology based on long-term ethnographic 
fieldwork in Manus, Papua New Guinea, which especially focused on state and 
leadership. Currently he is researching how the datafication and commodifica-
tion of carbon affects everyday lives and values in Northern Europe. He edited 
the volume Time and the Field (with Morten Nielsen; Berghahn, 2015) and has 
published widely in anthropology and Pacific studies journals.
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hannah fair has a MSc in environment, politics, and society and a PhD in 
human geography from University College London. She is currently a post
doctoral researcher in anthropology at Brunel University, exploring interspecies 
ethics and care as part of a European Research Council–funded project, 
“Refiguring Conservation in/for ‘the Anthropocene’: The Global Lives of 
the Orangutan.” Her research interests include climate justice movements 
and religious responses to climate change in the Pacific Island region, the 
anthropocene, wildlife conservation, and extinction.

ian fookes, a professional teaching fellow and honorary academic in the 
School of Cultures, Languages and Linguistics at the University of Auckland, 
is developing his PhD thesis into a book entitled Victor Segalen: Exotisme, 
Altérité, Transcendance, which traces the evolution of a French poet’s con-
ception of exoticism and diversity at the beginning of the twentieth century. 
Ian’s research explores identity construction through cross-cultural encounter 
and travel writing, while studying multiculturalism and the role literature and 
poetry can play in facing the effects of climate change.

joseph daniel foukona is an assistant professor at the University of 
Hawai‘i–Mānoa. His research interests are law and development, land tenure 
issues, climate change and relocation/resettlement, Pacific history, South Pacific 
legal systems, property law, and equity and trust law.

budi hernawan is a political anthropologist with research interests in peace-
building, human rights, and the anthropology of violence in Southeast Asia and 
the Pacific, especially Papua where he worked and lived for twelve years. He 
teaches anthropology at Driyarkara School of Philosophy in Jakarta. He was a 
visiting fellow at the Australian National University (anu) and the University 
of Melbourne as well as a postdoctoral fellow at anu and at the Royal Nether
lands Institute of Southeast Asian and Caribbean Studies (kitlv). His recent 
publications include Torture and Peacebuilding in Indonesia: The Case of Papua 
(Routledge, 2018) and the chapter “Confronting Politics of Death in Papua” 
in Routledge Handbook of Public Criminologies (Routledge, 2020).

patrick kaiku currently teaches in the Political Science Strand at the University 
of Papua New Guinea. He participated in an East-West Center program and 
in 2009 completed his MA at the University of Hawai‘i–Mānoa’s Center for 
Pacific Islands Studies. 

anja kanngieser is a geographer and incoming msca senior research fellow in 
geohumanities at Royal Holloway, University of London. Their current projects 
amplify movements for self-determination in relation to ongoing colonization 
through resource extraction, environmental racism, and ecological disaster 
in Oceania. They are the author of Experimental Politics and the Making of 
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Worlds (Routledge, 2013) and Between Sound and Silence: Listening toward 
Environmental Justice (forthcoming), and they have published in interdisciplin-
ary journals including South Atlantic Quarterly, Progress in Human Geography, 
and Environment and Planning D. http://anjakanngieser.com/

sarah keenan works at Birkbeck Law School, University of London, where 
she codirects the Centre for Research on Race and Law. Her research and 
teaching are at the intersection of legal and political theory, geography, and 
post-colonial studies. Her monograph Subversive Property: Law and the 
Production of Spaces of Belonging was published in the Routledge Social Justice 
series in 2015. She has recently completed a Leverhulme Fellowship on her 
current project “Making Land Liquid: The Temporality of Title Registration.”

michael leach is a professor in politics and international relations at 
Swinburne University of Technology in Melbourne, Australia. He has  
researched and published widely on the politics and history of Timor-Leste, 
including, most recently, Nation-Building and National Identity in Timor-Leste 
(Routledge, 2017). He is also cofounder of the Timor-Leste Studies Association 
(http://www.tlstudies.org/).

nic maclellan works as a journalist and researcher in the Pacific Islands; he 
is a correspondent for Islands Business magazine and a contributor to other 
regional media. He is coauthor and editor of a number of books on Pacific 
affairs, and his latest book, Grappling with the Bomb—a study of British 
hydrogen-bomb testing in Kiribati—is published by anu Press (2017).

anaïs maurer is an assistant professor of French and comparative literature 
at Rutgers University. They have an MA from Sorbonne-Université and a PhD 
from Columbia University. Bridging environmental humanities and critical race 
studies, their work explores resistance to environmental racism in Oceania, 
from the period of nuclear testing to our times of climate collapse. They have 
published several articles on writer-activists’ opposition to French nuclear 
colonialism in the South Pacific.

ton otto is professor of anthropology at Aarhus University, Denmark, and 
James Cook University, Australia. Based on long-term ethnographic field 
research in Papua New Guinea, he has published widely on issues of social and 
cultural change, with a focus on the relationship between agency and historicity. 
His interests further comprise the epistemology and methodology of ethno-
graphic research, visual and museum anthropology, and the emerging field of 
design anthropology. His recent productions include four coedited volumes on 
design anthropology, value, and visual anthropology, as well as two exhibitions.

angela l robinson (Wito clan of Chuuk, Micronesia) researches within 
the fields of affect studies, environmental humanities, Indigenous studies, and 
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performance studies. She received her PhD in gender studies from the Univer-
sity of California–Los Angeles. She is currently the inaugural Mellon-Pasifika 
Postdoctoral Fellow at the University of Utah.

j c salyer is assistant professor of practice in anthropology and human rights 
at Barnard College, Columbia University. Salyer is director of the human rights 
program at Barnard and also a staff attorney for the Arab-American Family 
Support Center, a community-based organization in Brooklyn, where he runs 
the organization’s immigration clinic. Salyer’s recent book, Court of Injustice: 
Law without Recognition in U.S. Immigration (Stanford University Press, 
2020), combines anthropological and legal analysis to understand how the US 
immigration law operates and how immigrants and their attorneys navigate this 
often-hostile system.

kireni sparks-ngenge is a Papua New Guinean Canadian undergraduate 
student. She grew up in Papua New Guinea and Vanuatu and is currently 
studying environmental biology at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, 
in line with her keen interest in ecology, traditional ecological knowledge, 
and environmental protection. Kireni is also motivated to help revitalize cultural 
pride in Indigenous ways of life in the Pacific, including the languages, food 
systems and cuisines, and ecosystem management practices.

james stiefvater holds bachelor’s and master’s degrees in Pacific Islands 
studies from Brigham Young University–Hawai‘i and the University of Hawai‘i–
Mānoa, respectively. He is married to Ivy from Papua New Guinea and has 
researched that country as well as Papua extensively. Together they have two 
children, ToKinavai and Phoenix laKilang.

jope tarai is an assistant lecturer in the School of Government, Development 
and International Affairs–fbe, at the University of the South Pacific (usp) in 
Fiji. He is a gold medal graduate from usp, with an MA in politics and inter-
national affairs. His thesis is titled “The South Pacific Tuna Treaty: A Case 
Study in Collective Diplomacy.” His research interests include Pacific politics, 
diplomacy, regionalism, and digital politics, with specific focus on social media 
use in the Pacific.

jemaima tiatia-seath is the co-head of Te Wānanga o Waipapa, School of 
Māori Studies and Pacific Studies, University of Auckland. She is of Samoan 
descent and has a public health background. Her research interests include 
Pacific studies, mental health, well-being, suicide prevention and postvention, 
youth development, and Pacific health inequities.

trish tupou is a PhD student in the College of Asia and the Pacific at 
the Australian National University, where she currently lives and works on 
Ngunnawal and Ngambri land. Her research focuses on settler colonialism in 
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the Pacific as well as Tongan mobilities and storied land. In 2019, she graduated 
with her MA in Pacific Islands studies from the University of Hawai‘i–Mānoa, 
where she was an East-West Center fellow and Fulbright New Zealand scholar.

paige west is the Claire Tow Professor of Anthropology at Barnard College 
and Columbia University and the director of the Center for the Study of Social 
Difference. She is the author of three books and the editor of five more, as well 
as the founder of the journal Environment and Society. Dr West is also the 
cofounder of the PNG Institute of Biological Research, a small nongovernmen-
tal organization dedicated to building academic opportunities for Papua New 
Guineans, and the cofounder of the Roviana Solwara Skul, a school in Papua 
New Guinea dedicated to teaching at the nexus of Indigenous knowledge and 
Western scientific knowledge.


