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Introduction

The phenomenal success of the Four Dragons (the economies of Singapore,
Korea, Taiwan, and Hong Kong) over the past two decades has directed
considerable attention to the effects of industrialization in Asia and the Pacific.
Other Newly Industrializing Countries (NICs) in Asia, such as the Philippines,
have tried to model themselves after these four nations, taking up the strategy of
export-oriented industrialization, but without as much success. Critics of this
strategy for economic development, which emphasizes production of goods for
markets outside the country, have charged that it produces uneven development;
that is, some sectors of the society enjoy high incomes and high standards of
living, while other sectors are faced with poverty and social dislocation. This
uneven development, in turn, has produced a greater migration, both within
societies as well as internationally.

While uneven development and migration have characterized the NICs,
developed countries also have been undergoing change. Deindustrialization and
reindustrialization in the United States have produced regional shifts in both
capital and labor, with production moving initially from the industrial North and
Midwest to the South and Sunbelt, and subsequently, overseas. The result has
been the large scale entrance of goods both from the offshore plants of American
firms and from foreign owned companies that have penetrated the American
market. The volume of overseas-produced goods has intensified competition
and, coupled with the unemployment and underemployment produced by
declines in manufacturing jobs, have generated policy discussions and periodic
political actions of a protectionist nature. Many states have begun to court
foreign capital, and new industrial development has begun to occur out of the
rubble of the rusting old industries. In fact, many traditional industries that had
been facing demise just a few years ago have enjoyed a remarkable resurgence.
Even more important than foreign capital has been the infusion of cheap
immigrant labor. Although Hispanic immigrant workers have been the most
visible and controversial, immigration from Asia has grown the most rapidly
since 1965. Among Asian immigrants, those from the Philippines comprise the
largest proportion.







