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Hawai'i is in many ways unlike the other 49 states
—a fact that seems obvious to any casual observer and
becomes even more clearly evident in a comparison of
statistics for the Islands and the Mainland. Major
differences occur in a wide variety of demographic,
social, economic, and governmental characteristics.
Many of these differences have a marked effect on the
quality of life in the Islands, sometimes for the
better and sometimes not.

One of the more significant factors distinguishing
Hawai'i is its much higher rate of population growth.
Preliminary tabulations of 1980 census results reported
the total resident population of Hawai'i as 964,624.
Growth since the 1970 census amounted to 25.3 percent,
almost triple the national rate of 9.1 percent. The
de facto population of Hawai'i in 1980—a figure which
includes an average of 100,300 tourists and other
visitors present during the year but excludes an aver-
age of 8,400 residents temporarily absent—was 1,056,500.
The increase in the de facto total since 1970 was 32.5
percent, or about 3-1/2 times the nationwide rate of
9.1 percent.

The de facto density of Hawai'i in 1980 amounted to
64 persons per square kilometer, about the same as
California and more than double the U.S. density (24).
The 1980 de facto density of O'ahu was 538 per square
kilometer, roughly comparable to that of Taiwan or
Bangladesh and appreciably greater than the most dense-
ly populated American states, Rhode Island and New
Jersey.

Hawai'i is heawvily urbanized. @ En 1970 (the mosE
recent year available), 83.1 percent of the population
lived in large cities, their urban environs, and other
places over 2,500. Only five other states had higher

*This analysis was revised in November 1980, many months be-
fore the detailed findings of the 1980 census were scheduled for
release. Most of the statistics quoted in this study were ac-
cordingly taken from postcensal estimates and sample surveys and
in some cases had to go back to the 1970 census. These data may
be subject to substantial modification in the light of final 1980
census results.







