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Hawai'i is in many ways unlike the other 49 states 
—a fact that seems obvious to any casual observer and 
becomes even more clearly evident in a comparison of 
statistics for the Islands and the Mainland. Major 
differences occur in a wide variety of demographic, 
social, economic, and governmental characteristics. 
Many of these differences have a marked effect on the 
quality of life in the Islands, sometimes for the 
better and sometimes not. 

One of the more Significant factors distinguishing 
Hawai'i is its much higher rate of population growth. 
Preliminary tabulations of 1980 census results reported 
the total resident population of Hawai'i as 964,624. 
Growth since the 1970 census amounted to 25.3 percent, 
almost triple the national rate of 9.1 percent. The 
de facto population of Hawai'i in 1980—a figure which 
includes an average of 100,300 tourists and other 

visitors present during the year but excludes an aver- 
age of 8,400 residents temporarily absent—was 1,056,500. 

The increase in the de facto total since 1970 was 32.5 
percent, or about 3-1/2 times the nationwide rate of 

9.1 percent. 

The de facto density of Hawai'i in 1980 amounted to 
64 persons per square kilometer, about the same as 
California and more than double the U.S. density (24). 
The 1980 de facto density of O'ahu was 538 per square 
kilometer, roughly comparable to that of Taiwan or 
Bangladesh and appreciably greater than the most dense- 
ly populated American states, Rhode Island and New 

Jersey. 

Hawai'i is heavily urbanized. In 1970 (the most 
recent year available), 83.1 percent of the population 

lived in large cities, their urban environs, and other 

places over 2,500. Only five other states had higher 

*This analysis was revised in November 1980, many months be- 

fore the detailed findings of the 1980 census were scheduled for 

release. Most of the statistics quoted in this study were ac- 

cordingly taken from postcensal estimates and sample surveys and 

in some cases had to go back to the 1970 census. These data may 

be subject to substantial modification in the light of final 1980 

census results. 
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proportions. Nationally, 73.5 percent or the popula- 
tion resided in urban areas. 

Males outnumbered females by 9.1 percent in 1975, 
in part because of a large military population. For 
the country as a whole there were 94.9 males per 100 
females, and only Alaska had a higher sex ratio than 
Hawai'i. 

The median age in 1975 was 27.3 years, compared with 
28.8 for the nation as a whole. Only 7.4 percent of 
all Island residents in 1978 were 65 years of age or 
more, compared with 11.0 percent for the entire country. 

In ethnic composition Hawai'i is unique. A sample 
survey conducted by the State Department of Health in 
1979 reported that 28.3 percent of the non-institutional, 
non-barracks population of the Islands was racially 
mixed, primarily Part Hawaiian (19.0 percent). Ac- 
cording to the 1970 U.S. census (which forced persons 
of mixed race into one or another of the "pure" cate- 
gories), Hawai'i ranked last in percent white (38.8, 
aS against 87.5 nationally), llth from the bottom in 
pereent Negro or Black (1.0 vs. Lisi for the: UsS.):,;::and 
first in percent “other” (60.2 vs. only 1.4). Hawai'i 
was the leading state in 1970 in persons of Japanese 
ancestry, second in Filipinos, and third in Chinese. 

Nationally, 64.8 percent of the population were 
living in their state of birth in 1970, while only 
4.7 percent were foreign born. In Hawai'i the cor- 
responding percentages were 59.2 and 9.8. More than 
a third of all Islanders were either foreign born or 
were native born of foreign or mixed parentage, the 

highest proportion in any state. By 1979, moreover, 
the proportion of foreign born Hawai'i residents had 
risen to:-13.2 percent. 

Hawai'i averaged 3.45 persons per household and 3.86 
per family in 1976, compared with national averages 
respectively at 2.90 and 3.40. In both respects Hawai'i 
exceeded all other states. 

Church membership in 1972 amounted to 67 percent of 
the population of Hawai'i, as against 62 percent 
nationally. The leading groups in the Islands were 
Roman Catholics (27 percent), Buddhists (15 percent), 
and Protestants (10 percent). For the nation as a 
whole, 23 percent were Catholic, 34 percent were 
Protestant, and a small fraction of 1 percent were 

Buddhist. (It should be stressed that both local and 
national estimates are from data submitted by the vari- 
ous demoninations, which differ widely from one another 


