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Much emphasis has been placed upon the local speech variants common 

to Hawaii. One cannot venture far alonga street in any part of the State with- 
out being aware of the ‘‘Island Dialect.’’ For this reason it is not uncommon 
for the office at the State Department of Public Instruction to receive in- 
quiries from a Mainland Teacher’s College asking if we need teachers expert 
in ‘‘teaching American English speech to foreigners.’’ It is with surprise 

that they read our reply that our schools are not full of ‘‘foreigners’’ but 
American boys and girls; that most of our children speak English both at 

home and at school! 

Our problem has been quite similar tothatof cities in Texas and other 
border states which have been assimilating thousands of Mexican-American 
children; and of New York City, with its current problem of educating over 
50,000 Puerto Rican-American children. In Hawaii today, most of our 

children speak the English language fluently and communicate with English- 
speaking people from all over the world. They hear and understand British 

subjects from Australia and New Zealand, more frequently than Americans 

from rural Oklahoma, Arkansas, Alabama or Maine! 

Concerted effort on the part of the University of Hawaii, the State 

Department of Public Instruction, and the thoroughly American-minded 

parents of the children has resulted in a remarkably rapid Anglicization of 
speech patterns in Hawaii. However, the pure, clipped vowel sounds and the 

unusual inflection and medody gives some visitors the initial impression 

that speech in the new State is ‘‘more British than Boston.’’ To others 
it sounds as if we speak ‘‘with a foreign accent.’’ 

Watching our small Island children playing ‘‘cowboy’’ one becomes 

aware of the influence of television upon this generation in Hawaii as in all 
states. The childish drawling imitation of the traditional ‘‘southwestern bad 
man’’ shows that our childrenhear and imitate the various American English 

variants (often the most provincial ones!) with the sharp ears that come from 

“‘tuning in’’ on television and living variants from all English dialects in 
cosmopolitan Hawaii. 

Because of the general impression we have created of ourselves as a 

State with a peculiar language and speech problem, it is generally assumed 

that we must have a staggering enrollment in our school speech correction 

classes. Actually if one eliminates the purely dialectal problems (as public 
School speech correction programs usually do), the percentage of speech 
defective children is remarkably close to national norms. 

In a recent survey of the secondary schools, it was interesting to find 
how many of our children who stutter express relatively little embarrass- 
ment about it. It might be said that Hawaii would be one of the best states 
in the country for a stuttering child to go to school! There is a minimum 
of isolation from the group due to speech variation. There might be far 
less tolerance from peers in the average small-town school in less cosmo- 
politan places! The incidence of stuttering appears to be about the same as 
in other states; however, in Hawaii variations in manner of speaking are 
accepted facts and tolerance for differences is great. 

Surveys by the State Department of Public Instruction and the Depart- 
ment of Health speech-hearing specialists have shown high agreement be- 
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tween the classroom teacher referrals and those selected for a speech 

correction program by specialist-teachers trained in Hawaii or on the 
Mainland. 

Of course, in any state, if minor deviations within vowel phonemes 

such as ‘‘cheeken’’ for ‘‘chicken,’’ deviant ‘‘th’’ sounds as in ‘‘dis’’ for 

‘‘this’’ (which are easily understandable and prevalent within the community) 

were included in the speech correction load, the numbers would be over- 

whelming, In Hawaii, children with minor deviations are handled by the 

classroom teacher who is given training in speech improvement at the 

University of Hawaii. 

Disagreement as to the degree of deviation to be termed as a ‘‘speech 
defect’’ is reflected in recent reports in American Speech and Hearing 

Association (ASHA) magazine from various Mainland regional meetings. 

There is much discussion nationally as to how we are to meet the need for 

trained speech correction teachers in the face of explosive population trends. 

If teachers especially qualified in speech correction are to spend much of 

their time working on very minor deviations (upon which even the experts 

cannot agree), they will not be able to serve the large numbers of children 
with obviously severe problems in intelligibility and communication such as 

hearing losses, cleft palate, etc. 

We should not overlook the fact that our children deserve a far more 

complete program in speech correction and speech improvement than the 

State Department of Public Instruction is at present able to offer them with 
its small staff of specialist-teachers. Each year many schools in all dis- 

tricts receive no help at all beyond consultation and evaluation of the most 
severe problems by the itinerant-specialist. Recently established summer 

school centers help by gathering together the most severe and neglected 
speech problems for an intensive six week’s session. Future plans include 
scheduled itinerant speech correction teachers in all elementary schools, and 

made available in severe or long-term cases in secondary schools. Speech 
improvement is to be stressed in the elementary curriculum, included as a 

part of the secondary school curriculum, and available among other speech 

electives in most high schools. 

At present the itinerant speech correction specialist is able to give help 

to only half of the referrals she receives from teachers. There is no question 
about priority. It is given to the most severe and conspicuous problems and 

to the large bulk of speech-mature, elementary school children (above second 

grade) having conspicuously defective articulation of a non-dialectal nature 

or (with medical or psychological clearance) conspicuously poor voice or 

non-fluency problems. 

Most of the children are eager for help and look forward to speech 
class. The high motivation of the children, the excellent cooperation from 
classroom teachers, and the enthusiastic support of parents make public 

school speech correction teaching one of the most rewarding and interesting 

jobs in Hawaii. 


