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Abstract
This thesis delves into the representation of Indigenous Peoples in American newspaper
coverage, with a focus on Alaska, New Mexico, Montana, and North Dakota. Inspired by the
meticulous investigation of Missing and Murdered Indigenous People (MMIP) issues in Alaska
by Anchorage Daily News in collaboration with ProPublica, this thesis aimed to determine the
prevalence of such investigative practices in states with higher Indigenous populations.
Considering Alaska's historical trajectory, characterized by later colonization and the
establishment of a tribal system through Native Corporations, the study questions whether
Alaska exhibits better Indigenous relations and representations compared to other states
following traditional land-reservation management paradigms. Employing a comprehensive
newspaper analysis, 75 articles from major newspapers in these four states are subjected to in-

depth review. Drawing from the conceptual framework of decolonizing journalism proposed by

Indigenous Canadian journalist Duncan McCue, a codebook was developed to guide the analysis.

The findings suggest an improvement in coverage quality and strategies employed by different
newspapers to amplify Indigenous voices. This thesis highlights varying approaches employed

by newspapers as they attempt to amplify Indigenous voices, cultures, and issues.
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CHAPTER 1. INTRODUCTION

In 2018, Alaska’s widest circulating newspaper, Anchorage Daily News, published an article
about a second woman from the town of Nome coming forward to report a sexual assault that
went uninvestigated. The paper included a request in the article, asking Alaskans to confidently
share their experiences with sexual assault. They received more than 200 responses from women
and men, in the state with the highest rate of sexual crime in America. This led the Anchorage
Daily News to create two projects in conjunction with ProPublica. The first project was titled
‘Lawless’ in 2019, which investigated sexual violence and systemic failures within the state’s
law enforcement. The project was the recipient of Pulitzer Prize for Public Service. The second
project was titled ‘Unheard’ in 2020, which gave voice to sexual assault survivors in Alaska. The
outlet interviewed hundreds of survivors for the piece, and the journalists stated:

Though most are not named, their stories have informed our reporting. Some were ready

to share their experience publicly, and we’ve designed this project to give them a way to

do that. They come from all walks of life. Alaskans from ages 23 to 73, men and women,

urban and rural, Native and non-Native (Hulen et al., 2020, para 7).
This resulted in the stories of 29 survivors, both women and men, being published in print and
online. In reading the ‘Unheard’ series, patterns began to emerge in the particular style of writing
that had been chosen, and the time and thoughtful, intentional care that had been put into this
investigation. The reporting was deeply trauma informed, and written in collaboration with the
survivors. An additional piece was included in the project titled ‘How we worked with Alaskan
sexual assault survivors to tell their stories’ (Gallardo et al., 2020), where the outlet details the
care they took when reporting on this deeply sensitive and systemic issue. They note that they

shared the quotes they had selected from the interviews with the survivors before they were



published, in order to ensure that they accurately represented their perspective. Each person
profiled was given a choice of how they were to be represented in an image; some chose to be
pictured with their families, others chose to be pictured in a favorite outfit or with a treasured
possession. Each participant was able to decide how identifiable their picture would be, and if
you could see their face or not. Participants were able to choose if their full name was published,
a variation of their name or no name at all. Alaska Native survivors were in control of whether
their Tribal affiliation would be included. They concluded with detailed readthroughs of the
pieces with the participants before they were published. They consulted six professionals who
have years of experience working with survivors of sexual assault and expertise in law
enforcement, to put together a guide to help other victims of sexual assault in Alaska (Gallardo et
al., 2020). There was not a single reference to drugs, sex work, the victim’s criminal history, nor
any victim blaming language.

In addition to having the highest rate of sexual assault in America, Alaska also has the
highest percentage of Indigenous residents, or Alaska Natives, in the country. Newspapers are
seen to be a cultural mirror of the values a certain society holds (Ware et al., 2015). To see the
state’s leading newspaper place so much time and care into the reporting on this horrific issue,
which affects Indigenous women at a much higher rate than their white counterparts (Thompson
et al., 2012), it seems as though this newspaper might be engaging in practices of decolonial
journalism.

Decolonial journalism is an approach to journalism that seeks to challenge and dismantle
the colonial mindset and structures that have historically shaped media narratives (McCue,
2022). It is a notion rooted in the broader decolonial movement, which aims to deconstruct the

legacy of colonialism and its impact on various aspects of society, including culture, politics and



sources of knowledge production. Decolonial practices of journalism involve questioning and
critiquing the dominant narratives that perpetuate stereotypes, biases and Eurocentric
perspectives. It aims to amplify marginalized voices, challenge structures of power and provide
more inclusive and accurate representations of diverse communities and complex issues (McCue,
2022).

Native cultural revitalization and reclamation in Alaska has been persistent since the land
was first colonized, but has also been gaining substantial momentum in recent years, within both
Alaska Native and non-Native communities. Many Alaska Native communities are actively
working to revitalize and preserve their Indigenous languages and promote community education
initiatives, such as the Kodiak Alutiiq Language (Fine, 2021). There is a strong focus on
revitalizing traditional cultural practices and arts such as storytelling, dance, art, and traditional
crafts (Johnson et al., 2021). Community-based education programs and cultural initiatives have
been established and implemented to teach Native youth about their heritage (Barnhardt, 2005).
Many Alaska Natives have been involved in efforts to address environmental issues and
land/resource management practices that preserve the connection between Indigenous Peoples
and their ancestral territories. This was recently seen with the strike down of the Pebble Mine
Project, where Alaska Natives were successful in stopping the development of the mine, in order
to protect Bristol Bay and the subsistence lifestyle that supports many Alaska Natives in the
region (Brehmer, 2020). Additionally, Alaska Native groups and tribal corporations have
engaged heavily in legal and political advocacy. Alaska elected their first Alaska Native
representative, Rep. Mary Peltola to Congress in 2022 (Rickert, 2022). With this in mind, | was
curious to determine whether the pieces written by Anchorage Daily News in conjunction with

ProPublica, were representative of a greater shift towards decolonial journalism from the state’s



major newspaper, or if these values more likely reflect the involvement from ProPublica.
Additionally, | was interested in determining if Alaska, a state with growing widespread
celebration of Indigenous culture, has a better representation of their Indigenous citizens in
comparison to other states with high percentages of Indigenous peoples. | have chosen Montana,
North Dakota and New Mexico as states of comparison, as they have slightly lesser percentage
of Indigenous citizens than Alaska, but far more than the rest of the United States.

The persistent use of negative stereotypes in media representations of Indigenous Peoples
not only perpetuates harmful biases but also contributes to the erasure of diverse cultures,
hindering the prospects for meaningful social understanding and justice. The prevalence of
stereotypical portrayals in news coverage not only misinforms the public but works to perpetuate
historical injustices, reinforcing systemic inequalities and leaving colonial power dynamics to go
unchecked. Consequently, there is a real need to investigate the level and frequency of the use of
these stereotypes in Indigenous media coverage, in order to determine how prevalent these still
are in states with large Indigenous populations. By exploring these concerns, this thesis sought to
not only underscore the urgency of transforming media narratives to ensure accurate, respectful
and inclusive representations of Indigenous communities, that includes an Indigenous voice, but
to determine if other newspapers are employing positive practices of decolonial journalism, that
can be pulled as positive examples.

To provide background and context, the history of Alaska Native Peoples will be
explored, in order to determine how and why they are situated slightly differently to the
American Indian Peoples in the ‘lower 48°. Next, an overview of historic and recent media
representations of American Indian/Alaska Native (AN/AI) will be offered, in order to highlight

how pervasive these practices of what I call Colonial Journalism have been. I will then cover



what exactly it means to do journalism in a colonial manner, and how these so-called western
values in journalism perpetuated. Finally, an overview on decolonial journalism will be offered,

as a means to explore and evaluate four newspapers.



CHAPTER 2. LITERATURE REVIEW
In order to discuss the topic of decolonial journalism, a framework of existing literature
pertaining to the topic needs to be discussed in detail, in order to uncover the issue and point to

possible solutions offered.

A Short History of Alaska Natives
Alaska's Indigenous inhabitants, collectively known as Alaska Natives, have a rich and diverse
history that predates European contact by thousands of years. Prior to the arrival of Russian and
European explorers in the 18th century, Alaska Natives had already established complex
societies adapted to the challenges of their environment. These societies were characterized by
sophisticated social structures, diverse linguistic traditions, and intricate art forms (Haycox,
2002). The late 18th century marked the beginning of significant disruptions to Alaska Native
cultures with the arrival of Russian fur traders and later American explorers. The fur trade,
driven by the demand for sea otter pelts, led to the establishment of Russian settlements,
introducing new diseases, and disrupting traditional trade networks (Hartman, 2017). The
colonization of Alaska by the United States in 1867 following the purchase of the territory from
Russia further intensified cultural changes (Haycox, 2002). Missionary activities accompanied
Euro-American colonization, bringing with them the imposition of Western religious practices
and attempts to assimilate Alaska Natives into Euro-American ways of life. The consequences of
these encounters included the loss of traditional practices, linguistic diversity, connection to
culture, and the introduction of additional new diseases that devastated Indigenous populations.
Despite the significant challenges posed by external influences, Alaska Natives exhibited

remarkable resilience and adaptability. Many communities retained elements of their cultural



heritage, blending traditional practices with new influences. The dogged determination to
preserve linguistic diversity, art forms, and ceremonial practices played a crucial role in
maintaining a degree of cultural continuity. The mid-20th century saw the emergence of the
Alaska Native rights movement, advocating for land rights, cultural preservation, and self-
determination. The Alaska Native Citizenship Act of 1915 granted citizenship rights to Alaska
Natives, then later in 1971 the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (ANSCA) set aside 80
million acres of Alaska land for future consideration as national park, wilderness or other
protective designations. There was a section in this, known as ‘D-2’ which ignited further
debates and lead to the Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act (ANILCA) in 1980,
which more than doubled the total land mass placed under permanent protection (Metcalfe,
2014). Departing from the land-reservation paradigm that controlled the land claims of Native
Americans in the ‘Lower 48’ (which is how Alaskans refer to the continental United States),
ANCSA congress established a settlement based on a corporate model of privately held equity
rather than common property held in perpetual trust by the U.S. government. In exchange for
money and title to large parcels of land that were transferred to private, Native-owned, for-profit
corporations, all Native claims were extinguished. (Metcalfe, 2014). It was through the ANCSA
that Alaska Natives gained political power that came with financial strength, harnessed by the
twelve regional corporations and 174 Native village corporations. The Alaska Federation of
Natives, organized in 1966 lead the ANSCA movement, is now supported by the ANSCA
corporations and is today one of the most powerful lobbying interests in Alaska (Metcalfe,
2014). However, it is important to note that not all Alaska Natives believe this system was the

best way to organize this system, and there are still ongoing debates.



In the 21st century, Alaska Natives face a complex array of challenges, including the
impacts of climate change on traditional subsistence practices, socio-economic disparities, and
the ongoing struggle for cultural preservation in a rapidly evolving world. Despite this, there has
been a cultural renaissance, with Alaska Natives actively engaging in revitalizing traditional
languages, arts, and ceremonies. The integration of Indigenous Knowledge into environmental
conservation efforts further underscores the ongoing resilience and agency of Alaska Native
communities. The disparate communities have retained a subsistence lifestyle as a core value,
even as Alaska Native life has drastically changed to reflect the broader socioeconomic and
cultural shifts of the state of the 20™ and 21% century (Hartman, 2017). In 2022, Rep. Mary
Peltola became the first Alaska Native person elected to congress. The Yup’ik Democrat won the
special election after receiving 51.5 percent of the vote (Rickert, 2022). While the complexities
of life and the multitude of challenges faced by Alaska Natives in the 21% century are not to be
underestimated, with the appointment of an Alaska Native woman to Congress and the ongoing
cultural renaissance occurring in Alaska Native spaces, in addition to the fact that Alaska was
colonized later than the Lower 48 and Alaska Natives were not pushed off their land to the same
extent as the Lower 48, it seems that Indigenous and non-Indigenous relations are on an upward
trajectory in the state. Understanding the historical context of Alaska Natives is crucial for
grasping the complexities of their contemporary experiences, including how media
representations intersect with a history marked by resilience, cultural adaptation, and ongoing
efforts to assert self-determination and cultural pride. As a result of this, and because Alaska has
a higher presence of Indigenous Peoples, it is hypothesized that media representations of Alaska

Native Peoples will reflect higher levels of decolonial journalism, than states in the Lower 48.



For further information about American Indian and Alaska Native Tribes and Reservations in

Alaska, New Mexico, Montana and North Dakota, please see Appendix C.

Media Representations of American Indian and Alaska Native Peoples

Framing studies explore the ways that message construction works to shape perceptions of the
world and impacts meaning-making by creating patterns of representation of people, places and
issues (Parsloe & Campbell, 2021). These organizing principles are persistent over time and
become a mechanism of meaning-making in a given social world. Historical representations and
framings of First Nations peoples across North American have seldom been either positive or
accurate. In the 2014 book Seeing Red: A History of Natives in Canadian Newspapers, the
authors undertook a comprehensive study into the portrayal of First Nations people in what in
now called Canada, in English-language Canadian newspapers (Anderson & Robertson, 2014).
These colonial ideas that had been formed about First Nations people quickly naturalized in
Canada and still dominate Canadian newspapers. The study examined press content in Canada
from 1869 to 2009, and found that it was rife with colonial imagery, and sweeping stereotypes of
First Nations, Inuit and Metis. They found that three major framings dominated news coverage:
moral depravity, racial inferiority and the inability to progress. They concluded that the common
stereotypes of Indigenous Peoples were: the moribund Native, the savage, the Indian princess,
the stoic Native, the childish Native, and the drunken Indian. Narratives such as the struggle of
Indigenous women to overcome gender-based inequality have long been ignored at the expense
of these negative stereotypes (Anderson & Robertson, 2014). A study examining newspapers in
Saskatchewan found the two most common frames employed to portray Indigenous people was a

binary of ‘the troublemaker’ and the ‘good Indian’ (Maslin, 2002). Miller & Ross (2004)



identified multiple problematic media frames that are often employed to depict American Indians
in media. These were: the generic Indian as a monolith (which eliminates tribal differences), the
Indian as the ‘other’ (which depicts American Indians as a ‘them’ in contrast to an ‘us’, which is
situated in whiteness or proximity to whiteness), the deranged Indian (which focuses on how
American Indians have internalized European vises like alcoholism and gambling), the good
Indian (which portrays in Indian as a pure and uncorrupted being) and finally the relic (which
romanticizes the idea of the American Indian as a nostalgic relic of the past). In their content
analysis, Miller & Ross found that 80% of articles examined utilized at least one of these
problematic frames (Miller & Ross, 2004). In 2005, social work professor Robert Harding noted
an emerging stereotype of ‘Indigenous people as incompetent or corrupt financial managers’
(Harding, 2006). When North American media highlight stories pertaining to Indigenous
Peoples, they have a tendency to highlight disproportionate suicide rates, victimization,
addictions, incarceration and poverty, generally without acknowledging the historical processes
of colonization and subsequent oppression that was, and continues to be, the underlying cause of
these issues.

The frequency of reporting on serious issues pertaining to Indigenous communities, in
contrast with issues of non-Indigenous communities, or perhaps non-Indigenous women has also
been incredibly problematic. In relation to the Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women
(MMIW) crisis, many studies have analyzed the discrepancies between coverage of an
Indigenous woman in danger and non-Indigenous women. Indigenous women have been
negatively represented since the first settlers arrived in North America (Schnitzler, 2019).
Indigenous women have faced a further, gendered binary of the good Indian woman who helps

the white man, and the ‘squ--> who does what the white men want for money (Schnitzler, 2019).
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As with the previously mentioned stereotypes, these historical representations have become
entrenched in the coding of these women, and are the reason that Indigenous women are
represented the way they are today. Jiwani & Young (2006) note that ‘woman’s conditions are
determined by interlocking legacies of colonialism and a racialized and sexualized economy of
representations that privileges some women over others’ (p. 912). This thinking is demonstrated
in comparative studies between press coverage of Indigenous women and non-Indigenous
women. In a study analyzing local press coverage of three MMIW cases from Saskatchewan and
three missing/murdered white women from Ontario, it was found that the Indigenous women
received three and a half times less coverage than the white women, with the articles being
shorter and less likely to appear on the front page of a newspaper (Gilchrist, 2010). In addition,
the study found that white women were reported on with intimate portraits drawn of them, while
the reports of the Indigenous women were detached and had a significantly colder tone
(Gilchrist, 2010). A 2018 report published by the Urban Indian Health Institute (2018) undertook
a comprehensive content analysis of news articles pertaining to the MMIW issue. The analysis
looked at 934 articles, which covered 129 cases out of the 506 cases included in their larger
study. They found that only one quarter of the total cases were covered by either local, regional
or national media, with only 14% of cases covered more than once. The top 10 cases received
62% of all media coverage, and 47% of all media coverage surrounded one case. Additionally,
they found heavy use of what I would like to call ‘colonial journalism’, whereby 38% of these
articles made reference to drug or alcohol use, 33% of articles covering a trans-woman
misgendered the victim, 31% of articles made reference to the victim’s criminal history, 11% of
articles made reference to sex work, 8% gave false information on the cases or did not name the

victim, 4% used direct victim blaming language and 3% showed images or videos of the victim’s
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death (Urban Indian Health Institute, 2018). These findings highlight media practices of
publishing a story on a MMIW case once, then not committing to sustained coverage of the case.
By severely underreporting on this pervasive issue, it ‘leads the general public to have an
inaccurate understanding of the issue’ as ‘over two-thirds of the cases that happen in urban areas
are rendered invisible’ as they are never reported on by the media (p. 21). These women are not
being given adequate coverage, which then impacts the public’s critical awareness. When they
are covered, it often contains detrimental negative stereotypes that work to ensure these women
are considered less-than-human.

In 2017, the Native American Journalist Association (NAJA) created what McCue refers
to as a ‘tongue-in-cheek’ bingo card, to encourage more reflexivity from journalists and to draw
attention to the stereotypes and cultural bias that reporters often employ when framing their
stories. NAJA believes it is the responsibility of journalists to combat cliches in order to ensure
that information is accurate, fair and thorough. The bingo card lists: alcohol, dancing, a warrior,
sexual assault, vanishing culture, reference to ancestors, drugs, a casino, something ‘sacred’,
unemployment, horses, spirits or ghosts, diabetes, addiction, drumming, broken families,
disenrollment, poverty, violence, dying language, a reservation, singing, poor education
(referring to current education, not the boarding school atrocities), and suicide (Native American
Journalists Association, 2017). They state that if you score ‘bingo’, meaning if you have too
many of these tropes in a given story, you should probably scrap it.

In a book review of Seeing Red by Matthew Tegelberg (2013), he critiques it by stating
‘Seeing Red largely eschews counternarratives that have sought to critique and dismantle these
dominant cultural presuppositions. To be fair, the authors do account for several moments where

counternarratives have emerged in mainstream press...this absence calls for future research that
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examines efforts made, over the course of...history, to counter the mainstream press’ penchant
for ‘seeing red’ (Tegelberg, 2013). In a time where a select number of mainstream journalists are
making enormous efforts to engage in this counternarrative, and work tirelessly to ensure they
are not ‘seeing red’, in addition to increased awareness surrounding Indigenous research
methodologies, it is timely to investigate processes where journalists do this work, and to
evaluate how well they do it, to determine if media representations are still littered with racist

tropes and stereotypes.

RQ1: To what extent and what frequency are journalists in states with high percentage

populations of Indigenous peoples employing practices of decolonial journalism?

H1: When comparing the states, Alaska is more likely to employ practices of decolonial

journalism than other states with high percentages of Indigenous Peoples.

Western Journalistic Values and Newsroom Practices

It is important to discuss the roots of this systemic racism in the American context, in order to
have a deeper understanding of how these inequalities came to be so prevalent. The formation of
racial attitudes and prejudices in America was largely influenced by historical events such as
slavery, the Mexican-American War, western expansion or Manifest Destiny and the subsequent
conflicts with Indigenous Peoples (Gorbach & Fuhlhage, 2021). This notion of the ‘Other” first
appeared in Edward Said’s Orientalism (1985), in regards to a European context and the
‘othering” of Arabs. Reginald Horsman’s Race and Manifest Destiny (1981) is a seminal book

describing the creation and naturalization of the ‘Other’ in an American context. The nation
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building efforts and westward expansion shaped perspectives on relations with both the land and
the First Nations inhabitants. Italian Marxist philosopher Antonio Gramsci coined the term
cultural hegemony in his writings (Gramsci, 1985). The theory of cultural hegemony is a way of
understanding how dominant classes maintain their control over society through cultural means,
rather than solely through economic or political power. Gramsci argued that the ruling classes
don’t just rely on force and coercion to maintain their dominance, they also use cultural
institutions to shape and control the way people think. In other words, they establish a cultural
hegemony that influences the values, beliefs, norms and worldview of society. In this, Gramsci
introduced the concept of “organic intellectuals”, who are not necessarily academic or traditional
intellectuals but individuals within a society who shape and disseminate the ruling class’s
ideology. This includes teachers, journalists, artists, and other who contribute to the

dissemination of cultural values (Gramsci, 1985).

Journalism as a Profession

Journalists and other media professionals, along with the rest of society, are directed by social
norms. These norms can be learned from processes of socialization which develop into personal
bias, or from the media buying into notions of cultural hegemony (Prather, 1998). Journalists
learn norms from reading and listening to news prior to entering the news profession. Once a
journalist joins the news staff of an organization, the norms of the profession and policies of the
organization become reinforced. They are observant of what is praised or rejected and become
aware of what the editors choose to leave in, and remove from, their work. There are claims that
white reporters entering the newsroom will not be subject to restrictions of content because they

are willing to mold themselves into the workplace environment, to conform to pre-established
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expectations in order to achieve personal success (Prather, 1998). Aleman (2014) defines four
factors that form white news production, that could also be called culturally homogenous news
production. These are: an overreliance on white elites as sources, a disregard of ethnic groups
and organizations, an inaccurate depiction of the ‘menace’ of racial or ethnic groups and a
dismissal of stories about racism. An additional factor, as pointed out by Heider (2000) is that
decision-making by news producers frequently prioritizes the experiences of white at the expense
of meaningful coverage relating to communities of color. Minority populations are often absent
from mainstream news coverage, or they are represented in a stereotypical manner.

While journalism norms become enshrined in the workplace, they are often first learnt in
home or community settings, then in journalism school and through formal education. Current
journalism education can be read as hindering racial justice due to the pervasiveness of whiteness
in media training, which works to keep racialized social structures unchallenged (Aleman, 2014).
Multicultural material is often appended onto existing curriculums, or staff or students of color
are added to cohorts to create a perceived level of diversity. One strategy of maintaining
whiteness in journalism is to reaffirm ‘individualism over subjectivity’, which tends to normalize
white culture and identity and advocate for a colorblind ideology (Nakayama & Krizek, 1995).
Communication scholars such as Cooks (2003) have found that students will adopt a logic that
equates racism and prejudice, refute institutional or systemic racism and deny a history of
inequality. Interestingly, Nishikawa et al. (2009) found through a series of interviews with
minority journalists, that they attempt to balance their role as a minority journalist with their
need to be ‘professional’ in their role, and adhere to the professional norms of independence and
avoid any form of advocacy. This avoidance of advocacy comes from both their training and

from pressures within corporate newsrooms. The findings from this study strengthen the notion
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that minority reporters need to leave their racial identity at the doorstep, in order to be taken
seriously within the profession. Despite this, some minority journalists engage in ‘stealth
advocacy’, as they noted that their presence aids in newsroom coverage that accurately reflects
the community. They can also act as watchdogs, pointing out flaws in stories that are not in line
with cultural nuances (Nishikawa et al., 2009). Importantly, the study also showed that when
minorities are part of the staff, white journalists learn from them and become more sensitive to

the issues of the marginalized Other.

Sourcing in Journalism

The use of sources is a main component to a story and narrative structure when writing a news
piece. In a study on homelessness, it was found that experts are predominantly quoted when
turning to sources on homelessness. Houseless people themselves are not entirely wiped as a
source but are only permitted agency through the often-devalued voice of experience, which acts
to further marginalize them (Schneider, 2011). By employing authoritative sources, it allows
journalists to portray a notion that they are only highlighting the opinions of those in the know,
however their stories are heavily shaped by their choice of sources and the specific questions
they choose to ask them. Those who are permitted to count as a source and speak as a
commentator, speaks to whose opinions we value as a society (Ross, 2007). There are three tiers
of sources, as described by Martin (1997). The first is the ‘expert’ or those associated with
professional roles in society. The second tier is secondary sources or ‘ordinary citizens’ who are
typically included for an emotional or moral element in a story. The third tier, are those who are
entirely excluded from the news, even though a certain issue may exclusively involve that

particular group of people. Schneider (2011) stated that this third tier ‘often come from the
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extremes of class structure and may have experienced the problem themselves’ (p. 73). For
American Indians and perhaps even Alaska Natives existing outside of elected positions or
professional roles, | fear it might be the case that they fall into the third tier. Their opinions being

as disregarded by society as easily as their trauma has so often been.

Practices of Decolonial Journalism

Gramsci (1985) believed that counter-hegemonic forces could challenge and overthrow the
existing cultural hegemony. This involves creating alternative cultural values and institutions that
counter those of the ruling class. Notions of decolonial research and decolonial journalism talk to
this concept almost directly, as they work to overthrow these pervasive negative stereotypes and
cultural hegemony. There is no singular definition of what decolonizing means, but amongst
scholars it is seen as processes that seek to make structural change at all levels. This includes
learning resources, for all groups, with the objective of improving experiences and outcomes for
minorities (Aujla-Sidhu, 2022). Decolonial research is an emerging field of study, one that is
gaining substantial momentum. Shane et al. (2018) argue that integrating decolonized research
practices in the social sciences acts to synthesize multiple knowledge systems and practices,
which will transform institutional structures and enhance team-based collaboration with
Indigenous researchers. Decolonial research paradigms work to address the shortcomings of
work which has been situated only within a western epistemology of cultural hegemony.
Decolonial research works to address the mistrust, skepticism and dissatisfaction felt by
Indigenous communities, which stems from colonial practices which have oppressed, overlooked

and continue to marginalize Indigenous people (Shane et al., 2018).
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The concept of ‘truth’ is placed at the center of the western journalist training, but ‘truth’
is only found through conversations with Indigenous communities. Waller (2010) stresses the
importance of listening and returning, being a part of the community rather than a part from. In
Australia, Indigenous researchers make note of the layers of entry that must be negotiated when
journalists seek information from Indigenous populations, while others describe their research as
involving long-term relationships that extend beyond a standard research relationship, involving
families and communities. There is a need for reporters who work in Indigenous, remote
communities to spend time building relationships with the communities they are reporting on, in
order to do their job responsibly. There is an onus on reporters to not only respect the culture, but
to make a real effort to understand Indigenous peoples’ worlds and their value systems, this can
only be achieved through listening (Waller, 2010). Linda Tuhiwai Smith (2004) discusses the
importance of Indigenous research within Maori culture, and the importance of kitea meaning
“the seen face”, which is a concept surrounding “being seen by the people — showing your face,
turning up at important cultural events...it is part of how one’s credibility is continually
developed and maintained” (p. 15). While it would be difficult to ascertain how involved
journalists are with the Indigenous people they interview within this study, I felt it important to
mention as this concept appears frequently in the literature.

There has been longstanding, uncritical acceptance of the liberal model of journalism
being the universal standard. This requires attention in journalism education as there is an urgent
need for aspiring journalists to learn inclusive and culturally sensitive practices, in order to
appropriately amplify the voices of those who have different lived experiences and to counter
this cultural hegemony we see so frequently in Northern America. Aujla-Sidhu (2022) argues

that topics covering systemic racism and Feminist scholar Kimberlé Crenshaw’s (1991) concept
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of intersectionality, should be included in journalism curriculums in the western world. This has
been addressed at length in Indigenous Canadian Journalist Duncan McCue’s 2022 book
Decolonizing Journalism. The book is written in a format and style intended to be used by
journalists and journalism students alike. It is broken up into four sections providing guidance ‘at
the desk’, ‘in the field’, ‘on the air’ and ‘teachings’. The ‘teaching’ chapter of the book includes
in depth interviews containing an abundance of advice from other Indigenous journalists, writers
and media personnel. Below I will discuss some concepts from the ‘at the desk’, ‘in the field’,
and ‘on the air’ chapters that have been utilized to create a codebook and process of analysis for

this study.

Beyond Victims and Warriors: Choosing Indigenous News Stories

In this section, McCue (2022) uses the NAJA ‘Bingo Card’ to highlight how seemingly easy it is
for journalists to fall back on using negative stereotypes. This is often because news
organizations do not commit the time or resources into covering Indigenous communities in
meaningful ways, it is seldom seen by news outlets as a priority. The coverage is often shallow
and formulaic, parroting the latest press conference from the government or from Indigenous
groups, rather than being original stories themselves. McCue states that while it can be difficult
to find unique and interesting stories about Indigenous peoples, you need to develop trust within
these communities in order to find sources and stories. Pre-research trips to establish both
connection and trust within Indigenous communities is recommended. McCue argues that greater
personal involvement by journalists in Indigenous communities, will lead to greater ability to

find and tell stories that exist outside of these stereotypical paradigms.
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Positive vs Negative Stories

News about conflict, disaster and death often sells papers or receive high amount of online
‘clicks’. McCue articulates that there needs to be a range of stories told, that covers hard news,
human interest and feature articles about Indigenous people. This does not mean journalists
should shy away from ‘bad news’, or as McCue states “journalists shouldn’t pussyfoot around
controversial issues or neglect their role as watch dogs” (p. 28), but they should include these
stories in conjunction with more positive and humanistic coverage. He states that journalists
should avoid ‘calendar journalism’, where Indigenous people are only reported on during annual
cultural gathering and National Indigenous Peoples Day, and instead focus on covering up-to-

date, accurate and factual coverage on the events that impact the lives of Indigenous peoples.

Searching for Solutions

When media outlets focus almost solely on the issues of Indigenous peoples in their coverage, it
infers the message that Indigenous people are ‘problem people’. Stories on Indigenous people,
especially when it pertains to bad news, often start out with comments or statistics that mention
higher rates of suicide or imprisonment that Indigenous people face. Negative statistics such as
this can work to perpetuate victim blaming narratives of Indigenous people. Instead, McCue
points towards solutions-oriented journalism, as something with a focus on the future, somewhat
akin to the notion of development journalism. A key concept of this approach is that journalists
need to look for constructed, solution-oriented activities that inform, intrigue and inspire an
audience. Instead of only presenting the problem, journalists need to ask more questions in order
to provide something that could even vaguely offer a solution or hope. Journalists should ask

questions such as ‘what are Indigenous people themselves doing to try to solve the problem?’,
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‘Ask Indigenous leaders what steps they’re taking to solve their community’s problems’ and ‘ask
community members what they think the solutions might be’ (p. 33). By positioning Indigenous
people as problem solvers, journalists will be aiding in the shift away from the ‘Indigenous-as-

victim’ paradigm.

Who represents the Indigenous Perspective?

There is not one homogenous Indigenous perspective; there are many different Tribes with
differing values and perspectives. It is important that journalists are privy to the differences
between the Tribes or groups they are reporting on, not conflating one cultural practice with
another. If a journalist is reporting on a story on a specific Indian Reservation or Tribal group, it
is important that someone from this group is quoted or used as a source, rather than someone
who might be more accessible to the journalist who lives in an urban area. Similarly, the media
often relies on Indigenous academics and politicians to comment because they are easily
available for media comments. McCue warns that one needs to do proper research in order to

determine who is the most appropriate perspective to include on an issue.

White Characters and Indigenous Agency

The Kevin Costner film Dances with Wolves is brought up as a cautionary tale of a story about
Indigenous Peoples that centers a white man’s experience. Studies have shown that Indigenous
people are largely constructed as ‘victims’ in news stories, while the non-Indigenous figure is
contrasted as the ‘hero’ (Harding, 2005). Reporters should play close attention when trying to
decide on which interviews or characters should be included in a story, and how these characters

are positioned in relation to one another. McCue offers the example of a story relating to a health
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crisis in an Inuit community, where the reporter might center their story on a non-Indigenous
doctor working at the local clinic, then turn to a non-Indigenous government official to shed light
on the greater context of the issue, without including an Inuit perspective at all. McCue does
mention that it may be understandable that reporters turn to non-Indigenous professionals to
interview because they know how to play the ‘media game’, but that does not mean reporters
should only privilege this perspective and not put in the hours of gaining trust from Indigenous

sources that might not be as ‘media savvy’.

Context and Colonial Amnesia

Newsrooms often give reporters a very small word count to tackle complicated news topics. This
has often led to a lack of context surrounding Indigenous issues, which McCue argues may be
causing substantial harm. Without the backstory or further context to stories pertaining to
Indigenous issues, it perpetuates the idea that the Indigenous person is the problem, rather than
painting a more accurate picture of how these issues came to be in the first place, though
centuries of colonial oppression. Disregarding this history often places blame on the wrong
party. McCue notes that while it can sometimes be difficult to work around the word limits, and
contextualization will often be cut out of stories by editors, there are ways around this. He
suggests the use of graphics to represent something such as a historical timeline of colonial
oppression, the use of sidebars to include context of issues stemming from colonial oppression
and online extras, such as hyperlinks, which can provide additional material that can be linked
into stories published online. These hyperlinks might send readers to Indigenous websites or

online resources, or previous stories published by the same outlet, or an additional one, that
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highlights systemic historical issues pertaining to colonial oppression and subsequent issues,

giving the reader more background and context into a particular issue.
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CHAPTER 3. METHODS
Systematic analysis of media representations or content analysis has been a tool utilized by social
scientists to investigate questions in research (Tillery & Chresfield, 2012). Political scientists
interested in understanding racial dynamics in the United States have employed this method at
length to determine depictions of certain marginalized groups (Cohen, 1999; Gilens, 1999;
Mendelberg, 2017; Parker, 2009; Tillery, 2011). The concept of media representation refers to
ways in which various groups (based on race, gender etc.) are represented by the media, in order
for the media to communicate efficiently, usually employing some form of stereotype (Levinsen
& Wein, 2011). Media representations are synonymous with Lippman’s concept of ‘stereotypes’.
In his frequently cited Public Opinion, he defines stereotypes as the ‘pictures in our head’
(Lippman, 1922). This means when utilizing a stereotype or media representation, a journalist or
other media creator invokes images that are already present in the reader’s mind. Several studies
have shown that media coverage influences society, and in turn, society influences media
coverage. Previous research has highlighted a constant interaction between the political agenda,
our private and public behavior and the formation of opinion (Gamson & Modigliani, 1989;
Donovan & Leivers,1993; Hurtz & Durkin, 2004; Paterson, 2006; Slater, 2007). Analyzing how
the media describes and relates to AI/AN communities is therefore important as it has a large
impact on social relations and public treatment of minority groups.

Online news differs from traditional print news as it has interactive features and
characteristics of immediacy. It allows users to interact with content in different ways, such as by
watching videos embedded in a story, leaving comments and clicking hyperlinks. The notion of
“liquid content” pertains to the concept that users now expect immediacy with online news items

and the outlets are often in a constant state of updates and edits, meaning it can be difficult to
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capture an online news item, with all the interactive features into a tangible, permanent format
(Zamith, 2017). By ‘freezing’ this content, such as by taking a screenshot, it allows that content
to be solid, ensuring that multiple coders are viewing the same content when establishing
intercoder reliability, and any changes or more recent updates to the article will not be included.
However, it is noted that screenshots fails to capture any interactive content. Zamith (2017)
offers a solution named the ‘selenium framework’ which utilizes JavaScript code and other
advanced web features. This method, while perhaps ideal, is beyond the scope of the researcher
and research project. While not a perfect method, the most viable option for this study was to
create an Excel spreadsheet containing the URL links of each article analyzed. While there may
be some edits to stories, most of what I cover will not be ‘breaking news’ and thus not as deeply
subject to constant updates and revisions. When revisions were made, it was noted at the

conclusion of the article.

Sample

Content analysis has been employed in this study to explore the images of AI/AN in the
newspapers with the highest circulation in the four US states with high percentages of AI/AN
populations. The study will compare the results from Alaska’s main newspaper, Anchorage
Daily News, with Montana’s Billings Gazette, North Dakota’s Grand Forks Herald and New
Mexico’s Albuquerque Journal. These four newspapers were selected for inclusion in this study
because of their widespread circulation and reputations as leading publications in their respective
states, in addition to the fact that these newspapers all had an online database that showed results
within the sample period. To collect data on this issue and to ascertain to what extent the leading

news outlets in four American states with high percentages of AI/AN residents are employing
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strategies of decolonial journalism, the search function was used on each outlet’s website to find
articles pertaining to Indigenous issues. Keyword searches were conducted on terms relating to
Al/AN. Only online content was be analyzed, not content in the printed editions. Articles needed
to be original content from the publication, not content that has been reposted from another outlet
or media company. The articles needed to be about an Indigenous issue, or specifically
pertaining to Indigenous Peoples, rather than just a mention in passing. Keyword search items
were: Indigenous, American Indian, Alaska Native. As this study focused on recent racial
relations, sample articles were selected for the study within the date range of January 1, 2021 to
January 1, 2024. 300 articles, 75 from each newspaper were analyzed and coded for the study.

Keyword search results for Anchorage Daily News returned 102 articles that fit the
sample criteria. There were hundreds of articles that matched the keyword search for this paper,
but many were re-published articles from the Alaska Beacon. Keyword search results for Grand
Forks Herald returned 156 articles that fit the sample criteria. The Albuquerque Journal returned
246 results that fit the sample criteria and finally Billings Gazette returned 296 results that fit the
sample criteria. A random number generator (ChatGPT 3.0) was then utilized to randomly select
75 numbers from each sample, to correlate with 75 articles to be included from each of the

newspaper’s collected sample.

Measure

Decolonizing Journalism offers important advice to journalists in many forms. Here | will focus
on the chapters 1.3 ‘Beyond Victims and Warriors: choosing Indigenous news stories’, 1.4
‘Positive vs Negative Stories’, 1.5 ‘Searching for Solutions’, 2.3 ‘“Who represents the

“Indigenous Perspective?’, 2.4 ‘White Characters and Indigenous Agency’, and 3.2 ‘Context
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and Colonial Amnesia’. Topics and concepts from each of these chapters are what Appendix A.
are based upon, as this book provides substantial insight in what ‘decolonial journalism’ should
look like and how it should be undertaken. While these categories come directly from the book,
they are not a direct code-to-code. Some concepts from different chapters, such as Who
represents the ‘Indigenous Perspective’ and White Characters and Indigenous Agency, have
been placed together in order to form a practicable codebook. The codebook reflects ‘at the

desk’, ‘in the field” and ‘on the air’ reporting practices.

Coding

A codebook has been created in order to analyze this data. Items were coded for who was quoted
as a source, framing of the article, use of tropes and stereotypes, category of news story, if there
was a solution offered to an issue, and if context of colonization was offered in an article. A
framework based upon Duncan McCue’s Decolonizing Journalism was created and is attached
under Appexdix 1. The computer coding software platforms Tableau and Jamovi were selected

as the tools to assist with the coding analysis.

Intercoder Reliability

Meeting with Coder 2, the codebook was discussed in depth to ensure operational and
conceptual understanding of story category, framing, use of tropes and stereotypes (as listed in
NAJA BINGO card), source of Indigenous perspective, solution offered, and context of
colonization. With a total sample of 300 articles, or 75 from each of the four newspapers, 10
percent of the total sample was analyzed, or 30 articles that were randomly selected using

ChatGPT 3.0.
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Utilizing the ReCal 0.1 Alpha for 2 Coders tool (Freelon, 2017), coding was tested for
each of the categories seen in the codebook. In assessing story category, a Krippendorff’s
Alpha score of 0.922 was achieved. For framing the score was 0.885, use of tropes achieved a
score of 0.795, source of Indigenous perspective achieved 0.908, solution offered achieved
0.95 and finally context and colonial amnesia achieved 0.903. These results demonstrated

strong intercoder reliability.
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CHAPTER 4. RESULTS
This chapter will discuss results in the order that they appear in the codebook, then the final

results will be tallied and compared between the selected newspapers.

Story Category

The four newspapers covered every category in the codebook between them. The frequency of
which newspapers covered certain categories differed. Chi square goodness of fit results were
X?=152, p<.001, meaning that there was a significant difference in the distribution of categories
that the newspapers covered. Figure 1 below shows the distribution of story category by each
newspaper. Two of the newspapers covered one category at a much higher rate than the other
categories. The Albuquerque Journal covered category 6 (culture/entertainment) at a higher rate
and Anchorage Daily News covered category 1 (politics) at a much higher rate than any other

category.
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Figure 1

lewspaper / Category

ADN Alb. Journal - Bil. Gazette  G.F. Herald

Key

B Crime
Politics
I Education
Health
I Environment
Economy/Business
W Culture/Entertainment
Sport
s MMIP
" Indigenous Peoples Day
B Other

6 of Total Count of All

3

Framing

A contingency table looking at independent tables X2 test of association shows there was a
significate difference in the employment of frames when the different newspapers were
publishing their stories. (X2 (N = 300) = 22.8, p <.001). The contingency table showing
frequency and percentage was used to determine which newspapers utilized which frames at a

greater frequency, as seen in Table 4.1.
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Table 4.1
Contingency Table for Positive, Negative, and Neutral Frames (N=300)

Variable ADN Albuquerque Billings Grand
Journal Gazette Forks
Herald
0 (Positive Frame)
Frequency 37 47 33 32
Percentage 49.3% 62.7% 44.0% 42.7%
1 (Negative Frame)
Frequency 9 10 26 24
Percentage 12.0% 13.3% 34.7% 32.0%
2 (Neutral Frame)
Frequency 29 18 16 19
Percentage 38.7% 24.0% 21.3% 25.3%

All newspapers employed a higher rate of positive news framing than any other frame;
Anchorage Daily News (49.33%), Albuquerque Journal (62.67%), Billings Gazette (44%) and
Grand Forks Herald (42.67%). Two newspapers had a much higher rate of employing negative
frames; Billings Gazette (34.67%) and Grand Forks Herald (32%), while Anchorage Daily News
was lower (12%), as was Albuquerque Journal (13.33%). Use of neutral frame was higher for
one paper, Anchorage Daily News (38.67%), while the other papers showed similar results;

Albuquerque Journal (24%), Billings Gazette (21.33%), and Grand Forks Herald (25.33%).

Use of Tropes

A contingency table of X2 test of association was also utilized when looking at tropes. (X2 (N =
300) = 5.74, p = 0.125), meaning there was no significant difference in the use of negative or
stereotypical tropes when these newspapers published articles. The contingency table showing
frequency and percentage that newspapers utilized thoughtful and stereotypical coverage is seen

in Table 4.2.
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Table 4.2
Contingency Table for Thoughtful Coverage and Stereotypical Coverage (N=300)

Variable ADN Albuquerque Billings Grand
Journal Gazette Forks
Herald
0 (Thoughtful Coverage)
Frequency 70 66 61 62
Percentage 93.3% 88.0% 81.3% 82.7%
1 (Stereotypical Coverage)
Frequency 5 9 14 13
Percentage 6.7% 12.0% 18.7% 17.3%

Of the articles included in the study, there was some difference in the number of tropes used by
papers, but not enough to be determined statistically significant. The frequency of articles
containing negative or stereotypical coverage for each newspaper was: Anchorage Daily News

(6.7%), Albuquerque Journal (12%), Billings Gazette (18.7%) and Grand Forks Herald (17.3%).

Source of Indigenous Perspective

The contingency table of X2 test of association was again utilized to determine whose voices
were employed when newspapers were seeking an Indigenous perspective. The results show
there was a significant difference between the newspapers when deciding who they would turn to
for a quote or opinion to be included in an article; X2 (N = 300) = 29.7, p = 0.04. The
contingency table showing frequency and percentage that newspapers utilized different voices in

their coverage is seen in Table 4.3.
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Table 4.3
Contingency Table for Source of Indigenous Perspective (N=300)

Variable ADN Albuquerque Billings Grand
Journal Gazette Forks
Herald
0 (Non-Indigenous Expert)
Frequency 14 10 8 11
Percentage 18.7% 13.3% 10.7% 14.7%
1 (Indigenous Expert)
Frequency 14 16 6 8
Percentage 18.7% 21.3% 8.0% 10.7%
2 (Non-Indigenous Elected
Official)
Frequency 6 4 2 5
Percentage 8.0% 5.3% 2.7% 6.7%
3 (Indigenous Elected
Official)
Frequency 13 3 5 10
Percentage 17.3% 4.0% 6.7% 13.3%
4 (Indigenous Community
Leader)
Frequency 4 7 10 9
Percentage 5.3% 9.3% 13.3% 12.0%
5 (Indigenous Tribal
Member)
Frequency 15 21 28 25
Percentage 20.0% 28.0% 37.3% 33.3%
6 (Other)
Frequency 9 14 16 7
Percentage 12.0% 18.7% 21.3% 9.3%

The results that are most relevant are the frequencies of non-Indigenous people utilized as a
source, which were non-Indigenous expert (0) and non-Indigenous elected official (2). From the
articles included in the sample, frequency of utilizing a non-Indigenous expert voice were:
Anchorage Daily News (18.7%), Albuquerque Journal (13.3%), Billings Gazette (10.7%) and
Grand Forks Herald (14.7%). The frequency of utilizing a non-Indigenous elected official as a
source were: Anchorage Daily News (8%), Albuquerque Journal (5.3%), Billings Gazette (2.7%)
and Grand Forks Herald (6.7%). These percentages will be added up and calculated to aid in

answering the research question below.
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Solution Offered

The contingency table of X2 test of association for the codebook category ‘solution offered’
showed there was no statistical significance in the difference between which newspapers offered
solutions to the issues discussed, and which did not. The results showed; X2 (N =300) =11.8, p
= 0.66. The contingency table showing frequency and percentage that newspapers offered

solutions to issues in their coverage is seen in Table 4.4.

Table 4.4
Contingency Table for Solution Offered (N=300)
Variable ADN Albuquerque Billings Grand
Journal Gazette Forks
Herald
0 (Solution Not Offered)
Frequency 4 5 7 9
Percentage 5.3% 6.7% 9.3% 12.0%
1 (Solution Offered)
Frequency 23 9 21 20
Percentage 30.7% 12.0% 28.0% 26.7%
2 (Not Applicable)
Frequency 48 61 47 46
Percentage 64.0% 81.3% 62.7% 61.3%

Most articles included in this sample fell under the ‘not applicable’ category (67.3% or 202 out
of 300 articles). While not statistically significant, one newspaper offered fewer solutions,
Albuquerque Journal (12%), while the other newspapers were slightly higher: Anchorage Daily

News (30.7%), Billings Gazette (28%) and Grand Forks Herald (26.7%).

Context of Colonization
For the final category from the codebook, the contingency table of X2 test of association was
used, which showed a significant difference in whether newspapers offered a context of

colonization when pertaining to an Indigenous issue or event; (X2 (N = 300) =9.76, p = 0.021).
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The contingency table showing frequency and percentage that newspapers offered context of

colonization in their coverage is seen in Table 4.5.

Table 4.5
Contingency Table for Context of Colonization Offered (N=300)
Variable ADN Albuquerque Billings Grand
Journal Gazette Forks
Herald
0 (Context of Colonization
Not Offered)
Frequency 64 71 59 68
Percentage 85.3% 94.7% 78.7% 90.7%
1 (Context of Colonization
Offered)
Frequency 11 4 16 7
Percentage 14.7% 5.3% 21.3% 9.3%

The frequency of offering this context of colonization varied between the newspapers as follows:
Anchorage Daily News (14.7%), Albuquerque Journal (5.3%), Billings Gazette (21.3%) and
Grand Forks Herald (9.3%). These results will also be added in a final tally to determine which

newspaper employed the highest level of decolonial journalism.

To answer RQ 1 ‘to what extent and what frequency are journalists in states with high percentage
populations of Indigenous Peoples employing practices of decolonial journalism?’, it is clear that
these leading newspapers in the four chosen sample states are at least paying attention to

practices of decolonial journalism. This will be elaborated on in the discussion.

To answer H1 ‘when comparing the states, Alaska is more likely to employ practices of
decolonial journalism than other states with high percentages of Indigenous Peoples’, I have
created a calculation table that ranks each newspaper for each category, then adds up the total
sum of the rankings. The rankings were 1 to 4, on the basis of how one paper compared to others

for the specific category. The ‘story category’ category from the codebook was not included in
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this ranking, as this category was meant to demonstrate a relatively even spread rather than one
story category being better than others. The measure of ranking for the ‘framing’ category was
determined by which paper had the highest percentage of positive stories. The measure of
ranking for ‘use of tropes’ was determined by which paper had the highest percentage of stories
demonstrating ‘thoughtful coverage’ or the lack of tropes employed. The measure of ranking for
‘source’ category was the combined percentage frequency of utilizing non-Indigenous voices
(non-Indigenous expert and non-Indigenous elected official), with a lower score being
preferable. The measure of ranking for the ‘solution’ category was determined by which paper
had the highest percentage of articles that contained a solution to an issue. The measure of
ranking for the final category of ‘context’ was determined by which paper had the highest

percentage of articles that offered context of colonization. The results are shown in Table 4.6

below.

Table 4.6

Table for Total Sum of Rankings (N=300)
Variable ADN Albuquerque Billings Grand

Journal Gazette Forks
Herald

Framing 2 il 3 4
Tropes 1 2 3 4
Source 4 2 il 3
Solution il 4 2 3
Context 2 4 il 3
Total 10 13 10 17

For framing, Albuquerque Journal had the highest percentage of stories utilizing a positive frame
(62.7%) followed by Anchorage Daily News (49.3%), Billings Gazette (44%) and Grand Forks
Herald (42.7%). For use of ‘thoughtful coverage’ in the tropes category, Anchorage Daily News
had the highest percentage (93.3%) followed by Albuquerque Journal (88%), Billings Gazette

(81.3%) and Grand Forks Herald (82.7%). For ‘source’, the combined total percentages (the
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sum of source category ‘0’ and source category ‘2”) was lowest (meaning the lowest use of non-
Indigenous voices) for Billings Gazette (13.34%), followed by Albuquerque Journal (18.66%),
Grand Forks Herald (21.34%) and Anchorage Daily News (26.67%). For ‘solution’, the
newspaper offering the highest percentage of articles including solutions was Anchorage Daily
News (30.7%) followed by Billings Gazette (28%), Grand Forks Herald (26.7%) and
Albuquerque Journal (12%). Finally, for ‘context’, Billings Gazette performed the best (21.3%),
followed by Anchorage Daily News (14.7%), Grand Forks Herald (9.3%) and Albuquerque
Journal (5.3%). The final scores were calculated by adding up the rank scores for each
newspaper., with the lowest score indicating the highest use of decolonial journalism strategies.
Anchorage Daily News and Billings Gazette both had a score of 10, placing them in equal first

place, followed by Albuquerque Journal’s score of 13 and Grand Forks Herald score of 17.

the newspapers sampled, but it was just as likely as one, the Billings Gazette of Montana, to

employ practices of decolonial journalism when reporting on Indigenous Peoples.



CHAPTER 5. DISCUSSION
Newspapers are seen to be a cultural mirror of the values that a particularly society or place
holds (Ware et al., 2015). In an era where decolonial narratives are becoming more prevalent in
mainstream conversations, it is important that newspapers then reflect this value in society, and
work to provide a more inclusive and accurate representation of the population they are serving
and the issues that people face (McCue, 2022). Due to the cultural hegemony that has been
prevalent in much of the United States since the nation’s inception, and the sweeping negative
stereotypes that have come with this, this exploratory study sought to contribute to existing
research by asking what this coverage looks like currently. While not all coverage in the sampled
articles could be considered decolonial, the level of care and attention that these four newspapers
placed into their reporting on Indigenous communities was promising. Here, I will speak to each
category included in the codebook, including some less-than-ideal practices as a demonstration
of what to avoid, and highlight positive practices that demonstrate a commitment to representing

Indigenous Peoples accurately.

Story Category

As noted by Heider (2000), minority populations have frequently been absent from mainstream
news coverage, and if they are included it is usually in a stereotypical manner. Waller (2010) and
Smith (2004) stress the importance of showing face then returning to the Indigenous
communities one is reporting on, in order to establish and nurture real relationships based on
trust. I saw this in one newspaper, the Billings Gazette, who from what I could gather, employed
a journalist to be on an ‘Indigenous’ beat around January 2022, in order to give her the time and
resources to create meaningful relationships with those she was reporting on. Almost all articles

that were found in the search from this paper after this date, were written by this one journalist.
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The spread of articles covered a range of topics that reflected the effort put in by these
journalists, and their abilities to seek out positive, unusual, and interesting stories. It was
interesting to see that in the Albuquerque Journal sample, there were 33 articles pertaining to
codebook category 6 (culture and entertainment). While it could be argued that covering arts and
culture could come at expense of ‘hard news’ stories, such as politics, where the same paper only
covered 2 articles from codebook category 1, | believe this demonstrates that New Mexico, and
this specific paper, are wanting to celebrate and highlight the creativity and positive
developments in the lives of their Indigenous citizens. The newspaper has made covering these
cultural stories a priority. It was also interesting to see that Anchorage Daily News covered
codebook category 1 (politics) at a much higher rate than the other papers, with 23 articles
falling into this category. This speaks to the large political presence that Alaska Native
organizations have in the state, and the respect that this presence garners. McCue (2022) asks
news organizations to avoid ‘calendar journalism’ such as only reporting on Indigenous Peoples
around events such as Indigenous Peoples Day. Out of the total sample of 300, only 8 articles
pertained to Indigenous Peoples Day. There seems to be a real effort to avoid this ‘calendar

journalism’ by these newspapers.

Framing

McCue (2022) says that while journalists should not shy away from ‘bad news’, as it is important
to accurately report on issues that Indigenous people face, it needs to be balanced with more
positive and humanistic coverage. Of all the articles sampled, every newspaper covered positive
news stories at a higher rate than they did negative, with the highest rate of positive stories

coming from the Albuquerque Journal (62.7%), possibly relating to their efforts on reporting
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about arts and culture. Negative frames were used most frequently by Billings Gazette (34.7%).
While positive stories were covered the most, neutral stories were covered at a higher rate than
negative stories. The neutral framing often provided balanced coverage of articles, that even
when reporting on something negative, would include stories or voices of people who are
attempting to make positive change. This appears to be best practice when covering an
unfortunate development or negative news, as it positions Indigenous Peoples as groups that
have agency and are utilizing it. They are not ‘problem people’ but rather just people that are
dealing with problems, akin to the rest of society. An example of this was seen in article 48 from
Anchorage Daily News when reporting on climate change in the Arctic, and how changing
climate conditions are expected to bring both increasing wildfires and heat, resulting in thawing
permafrost and melting ice. This is a negative report as it details how this will impact the
subsistence lifestyles of Alaska Native Peoples residing in the Arctic, yet it turns to the director
of Climate Initiatives for the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium, Jackie Qatalifia
Schaeffer, who offers a solution of collaboration and adaptation:

Addressing unprecedented Arctic environmental changes requires hearing one another,

aligning our values and collaborating across knowledge systems, disciplines and sectors

of society (Naiden, 2022, para 29).
While this does not offer a solid solution to the astronomical issue of climate change, the author

of the article does include an Indigenous voice that is offering a solution.

Use of Tropes

In Anderson & Robertson’s (2014) study of Canadian newspapers, looking at articles from 1869

to 2009, they found that they were rife with stereotypes such as moral depravity, racial
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inferiority, and the inability to progress. An earlier study (Miller & Ross, 2004) found that at
least 80% of the articles they sampled utilized a problematic frame, such as reference to drugs
and alcohol. Of the articles included in the sample for this study, only 13.6% of these included
the use of 2 or more tropes, or what I deemed ‘stereotypical coverage’. This was a positive
surprise and speaks to the care that journalists are taking in crafting these stories. There were
articles that showed room for improvement in the way they were crafted, such as two articles by
Grand Forks Herald. Articles 13 and 16 from this newspaper’s sample included quotes that
could have been cut, and still been effective, but did not include stereotypical tropes. Article 13
pertained to the Indian Child Welfare Act, and efforts to uphold this, it quotes Fond Du Lac
Band of Lake Superior Chippewa Chairman Kevin Dupuis Sr:

Sovereignty doesn't mean that we sit back and we just wait now. We prepared ourselves,

which every other state should have done. But it will come again and will come in

different forms, whether it's after Indian gaming or other things (Derosier, 2023, para 4).
This quote could have been cut after stating ‘and will come in different forms’, removing the
trope relating to casinos, as listed in the NAJA bingo card. Article 16, which pertained to MMIW
from the same sample had a similar issue. The director of the Missing and Murdered Indigenous
Relatives Office, Juliet Rudie (a tribal member of the Lower Sioux Indian Community), was
quoted:

Our goal was to have our logo recognize the growing epidemic of missing and murdered

Indigenous people. We hope this image brings a renewed awareness to the crisis affecting

Indigenous people across Minnesota while evoking a sense of hope for a better and

brighter future without violence, poverty, racism and injustice (Morin, 2023, para 8).
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The final line of this quote mentions violence and poverty, which are listed on the NAJA bingo
card, and perhaps could have been excluded to just include racism and injustice. However, | will
note that these quotes came directly from Indigenous people, and they should be granted the
autonomy to speak as they feel appropriate. The majority of articles that included tropes were
some combination of ‘singing’, ‘dancing’, and ‘drumming’ which play an important role in many
Indigenous celebrations. Perhaps the threshold of only 2 tropes should have been set to 4, in
order to avoid stories that were otherwise very positive and well written, being placed into the

‘stereotypical coverage’ category.

Source of Indigenous Perspective
Sourcing quotes is one of the main components when crafting a news story. Who is quoted and
permitted to speak as a source is a reflection of whose voices we value as a society (Ross, 2007).
Aleman (2014) discusses that one of the main factors of ‘white news production’ is an
overreliance on white elites as sources. There were 2 categories in the source section of the
codebook that pertained to white voices (non-Indigenous expert and non-Indigenous elected
official). Anchorage Daily News had the highest use of these sources, seen in 26.67% of the
articles sampled. An example of placing a white character at the center of an Indigenous story is
article 62 from the sample, regarding a German museum repatriating human remains and cultural
artifacts. The first person quoted is Ute Marxreiter, curator of education for the Berlin
Ethnological Museum:

We are open to welcoming Native people wanting to connect and reconnect with their

cultural belongings (Lester, 2023).
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This article might have been stronger if it opened with a quote from the Chugach Alaska
Corporation, who are the descendants of these ancestors and the rightful owners of the
artifacts.

News organizations often do not commit the time or resources to Indigenous stories as
they are not seen as a priority, often resorting to parroting press releases rather than crafting
original stories, and this was documented in this sample. Approximately 15.3% of all articles
included in the sample did not quote any person and were from a press release. The vast majority
of articles that were placed in ‘other’ for this category used only information from press releases.
While this is not a substantial figure, it demonstrates there is still room for improvement in
investing in resources to publish original stories. No comparable figure from earlier studies could
be found on parroting press releases.

Schneider (2011) points out that there are three categories when sourcing people for
quotes, with the third category being those who are marginalized and left out entirely. Despite
fears that regular Tribal citizens may fall into this third category, this was not the case seen in
this study as all papers included a high rate of quotes from Indigenous Tribal members. This
category was the second most common source for quotes overall, with individual papers ranging
from 20.0% to 37.3% in the use of this. It seems that journalists covering these stories are
making a real effort to connect with communities and include real community voices, not just the

voices that are more easily and readily available to them in urban areas.

Solution Offered

By focusing largely on the issues that are systemically faced by Indigenous Peoples, it sends a

message that Indigenous people are ‘problem people’ (McCue, 2022). This is seen when
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disproportionate statistics are mentioned, such as facing higher rates of incarceration or suicide,
without providing any hope or a potential solution. Solution oriented journalism is a mode of
journalism that is focused on the future, and it was a relief to see that not only were these
solutions offered, many came from community voices (Tribal members). While this category did
not apply to the majority of articles included (202 of the 300, or 67.33%), solutions were actually
offered at a higher rate than they were excluded. Only 8.3% of articles sampled did not offer a
solution, while 24.33% offered a viable solution. These statistics were similar among the
newspapers (ranging between 20-23 articles per paper), with the exception of the Albuquerque
Journal that only offered 9. This paper has demonstrated room for improvement in regards to
offering solutions. The best examples of this occurring are when disproportionate statistics are
mentioned, in order to highlight the pervasiveness of an issue, but then turns directly to a
proposed solution, coming from Indigenous people themselves. This is seen in article 18 from
the Billings Gazette sample, where the Tribal leaders of the Blackfeet Reservation were
exercising their autonomy and declined a visit from the Indian Health Services director as they

deemed it to be hollow. Blackfeet Councilman Lyle Rutherford was quoted:

As a result of harmful U.S. policies and discrimination, Native Americans face persistent
health and health care disparities. Compared with the rest of the U.S. population, Native
Americans have a lower life expectancy and a higher likelihood of dying from COVID-
19, diabetes and other unintended injuries. Native people also face high rates of infant
mortality, alcohol and substance use disorder, mental illness, suicide, diabetes and
obesity. This matters because we have a number of individuals who have diabetes, heart
disease and various cancers, and we’re trying to look at more of a healthier lifestyle for

adults and children. This (wellness center) would give them a place to gather. With
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COVID, everybody stayed home, but we’re looking for individuals to come together to

communicate thought and have their needs met (Mabie, 2023, para 28).

While this quote contains four tropes as listed on the NAJA bingo card, it is powerful in that it
places these negative statistics in the same breath as a solution of creating a local wellness
center. There was also a glimmer of colonial context in this quote with reference to “harmful
U.S. policies and discrimination’. The solution is to be able to provide local care to a rural
community, and improve access to that care. Perhaps some of these tropes could have been cut
from the quote but again, these words came directly from an Indigenous person, and they chose

to use this specific verbiage.

Context of Colonization

Further framing of Indigenous Peoples as ‘problem people’ can arise when these negative and
disproportionate statistics are provided without acknowledgement of the historical processes of
colonization and subsequent oppression that were the cause of these issues (Harding, 2006). By
including insight on how these systemic issues came to be, it paints a more wholistic picture of
how history still impacts the everyday lives of Indigenous people. I indicated earlier that | was
not expecting to see much, if any, inclusion of colonial context but was very pleasantly surprised
to see that 12.6% of the articles sampled did offer a context of colonization. While this still is not
a very significant statistic, it is greater than was anticipated. The statistics did vary between the
newspapers, with Billings Gazette offering the highest use (21.3%) while Albuquerque Journal
had the lowest offering (5.3%). This may have been so low for Albuquerque Journal as many of
their articles were about arts and culture, however this does not mean there is no room for further

context on why it is important for us to collectively celebrate Indigenous art, fashion and music.
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One topic that came up many times in regards to this colonial context was the history of
boarding schools and the forced assimilation of Indigenous children. As this was such an
atrocity, it was good to see this being mentioned in order to provide further context on why many
American Indians and Alaska Natives struggle with disconnection from culture. An example of
this is article 34 from the Grand Forks Herald sample, which discusses a bill to establish a truth,
healing and reconciliation commission. The journalist writes:

Trauma can be passed down through generations, said Dr. Denise Lajimodiere, a retired

North Dakota State University professor and citizen of the Turtle Mountain Band of

Chippewa. Some of the trauma Native Americans endured stemmed from the creation of

boarding schools nationwide, 12 of which were in North Dakota. These schools were

operated by the federal government and, in some cases, churches (Griffith, 2021, para 7).
Offering insight into why something such as a truth, healing and reconciliation commission is
still needed is important in that it reminds the audience that issues from the past have not simply
remained in the past, and have ongoing and long-lasting effects. Another example worth
highlighting is article 12 from the Anchorage Daily News sample. The article is about Alaska
Native fashion designers showcasing their designs at the Far North Fashion Show. One designer,
Ruth Lchav’aya K’isen Miller, created a wrap that read on the back “Endi’ina ya bach’a’ina?”,
meaning “where have our loved ones gone?” in Dena’ina Athabaskan language. Her design
was an ode to and statement about MMIP. The article quoted Miller:

We know that with the onset of colonization as well as with extractive capitalism, we

saw an increase in the violence against our people, not only through boarding school

systems and genocide, but even now through the disproportionate rate at which our

Indigenous women and two-spirit relatives are violated, abused and murdered. It’s our
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responsibility as Indigenous women to tell our story as loud as we can (Lester &
Hughes, 2022, para 8).
In this, she is not only making a reference to colonial oppression and violence, genocide and
boarding schools, she is also offering a solution though her art form, the solution being to
organize and protest in order for this issue to become widely recognized, hopefully leading to

substantially more public resources being dedicated to the issue.

These results have demonstrated that while there is still work to be done, and there is
substantial room for improvement, the current state of Indigenous representation in North
American media is improving greatly. One article from the Billings Gazette even made direct
reference to NAJA recommendations, stating in an editor’s note at the conclusion of the article
‘in keeping with AP style and Native American Journalist Association recommendations, Lee
Montana newspapers intentionally do not spell out derogatory words’ (Mabie, 2022), in
reference to the word ‘squ--’. Newspapers and journalists are paying attention to critiques of
white newsrooms and are actively working to improve their representation of Indigenous

Peoples.
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CHAPTER 6. CONCLUSION
This research aimed to determine the level and frequency that practices of decolonial journalism
are currently being utilized by four mainstream newspapers. Additionally, it addressed
Tegelberg’s (2013) critiques of the book ‘Seeing Red’, where he calls for future research to
examine efforts made to counter the mainstream press’ penchant for ‘seeing red’. It appears that
these efforts that once belonged to the counternarrative, are now shifting to belong in the
mainstream. Journalists whose pieces were included in this exploratory study are aiding in
shifting public narratives from that of (white) cultural hegemony, to one that is akin to difference
feminism by celebrating diversity and diverse voices. Perhaps even, the ideology of the ruling
class is shifting, and these ‘organic intellectuals’, as Gramsci (1985) calls them, are helping to
disseminate a shifting ideology of the ruling class, one that is focused on equity.

This thesis, using a codebook that was created out of an Indigenous journalist and
educator’s research guide, has demonstrated that the situation in regards to ‘colonial journalism’
has improved greatly over the past few decades. The results that have been shown here are
substantially more positive than the findings of Anderson & Robertson (2014), Miller & Ross
(2004), Heider (2000), the Urban Indian Health Institute (2018) and others, who all found
substantially higher percentages of negative stereotypes and negative framings, and lower
percentages of Indigenous voices being included in news articles. There is still room for large
improvement, especially in regards to the ‘context of colonization’ codebook category, that only
saw a 12.6% use of this decolonial journalism strategy. If this strategy was utilized a higher rate,
it would aid in shifting the public narrative to one of equity in a shorter time frame.

Drawing on paradigms about journalism as a profession, western journalistic values and

historic media representation of AI/AN Peoples, this study was motivated by the hope that this
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situation might be improving, and wanting to both document and highlight these efforts that real
people are making in order to improve this situation. It is clear that journalists are listening to
NAJA and their recommendations, perhaps even utilizing McCue’s book as a guide themselves.
This work was rooted in a commitment to social justice and wanting equity in how we portray
historically marginalized peoples.

This research utilized a content analysis reviewing 300 articles in depth, from four
different newspapers that have the highest circulation rates in their respective states. To explore
the use of decolonial journalism strategies and the rate at which they were employed, a codebook
was created to determine what kind and type of stories were covered, what framings were
employed the most frequently, how frequently tropes and stereotypes were included, who was
permitted to speak as a source of Indigenous perspective, whether a solution was offered in the
face of an issue and/or disproportionate statistics, and if context of issues stemming from
colonization was offered. The findings from this study provide an update to previous research,
specifically in relation to the four newspapers included. Some of the findings included in this
paper were in line with previous literature, such as centering a white character in an Indigenous
story, but generally the results showed substantial improvement from previous findings. Existing
research showed that north American media often reverts to stereotypical tropes and negative
framing, the findings of this research show substantial progress in this field.

Interestingly, many of the tropes that were utilized in the sample articles actually came
from direct quotes from Indigenous people. It calls into question whether news outlets and
journalists should include these when reporting on Indigenous stories and issues, as they come
directly from the people involved in the matter, or they should be left out in order to avoid

further perpetuating these common tropes.
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While Alaska did not necessarily fare the best and the hypothesis was not proved entirely, it did
equal first place with Montana. The answer to the research question is that decolonial journalism
is being used frequently and journalists are paying attention to this practice of reparative media,
however there is still room for progress.

For future research, it would be interesting to conduct a qualitative analysis via in-depth
interviews with journalists who cover Indigenous stories, and ask the journalists how they
perceive their role, if they utilize McCue’s (2022) book and guidelines from NAJA. While this
research looked at what these journalists do, it would be interesting to learn more about what

they say they do.

Limitations

One major limitation of this study was determining how to create a codebook that documented
the source of Indigenous perspective. It was decided to only code the first person quoted for each
article, as it was assumed that not all readers would read to the end of every article, and that the
first person quoted was deemed to be the prominent voice in the story. It could be productive for
future studies to find a way to include coding for all voices included in a story. Another
limitation was that two of the states that were originally meant to be included in this study
(Oklahoma and South Dakota) had to be excluded, due to their newspaper with the highest
circulation statistic not having an internet database that allowed for a search function looking
back multiple years. While Oklahoma and South Dakota had slightly higher percentages of
Indigenous populations, North Dakota and Montana were not far behind them. The final

limitation of this study is that while the findings were generally positive, these only represent the
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newspapers sampled and should not be generalized to the entire continent of North America. The
progress that has documented here may not be present in mainstream newspapers with less

Indigenous involvement, or states with a much lower percentage of Indigenous citizens.
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Appendix A. Codebook

1. Technical Aspects

Month of Article — The month the article was published in.

Year of article — The year the article was published.

2. Story Category

Crime (0)- News stories related to criminal activities, law enforcement, legal proceedings, and
issues concerning public safety. This may include reports on investigations, arrests, trials and
crime prevention efforts.

Politics (1) — News stories centered around governmental activities, political processes, policies,
elections, and the activities of political figures. This category encompasses a broad range of
political events, debates, and developments at local, national or international levels.

Education (2) — News stories focusing on educational institutions, education policy, issues and
events. This category includes coverage of schools and universities, educational reforms, student
activities and general discussions surrounding education-related topics.

Health (3) — News stories pertaining to health, medicine, healthcare policies, medical research
and issues of public health. This category covers topics including disease outbreaks, healthcare
systems and wellness.

Environment (4) — News stories addressing environmental issues, conservation efforts, climate
change, natural disasters, and ecological concerns. This category includes reports on
environmental policies, sustainability initiatives, and the impact of human activities on the

environment.
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Economy/business (5) — News stories focused on economic activities, financial markets,
business developments, and economic policies. This category includes reports on corporate
events, economic indicators, trade, and discussions about fiscal policy.

Culture/entertainment (6) — News stories covering cultural events, artistic expressions,
entertainment industry updates and societal trends related to culture and lifestyle. This category
includes coverage of movies, music, literature, fashion, art, dance and cultural phenomena.
Sport (7) — News stories covering sporting events, athletes, sports organizations, and
developments in the world of sports. This category includes coverage of games, competitions,
athlete performances, and discussions about sports-related issues.

MMIW/MMIP (8) — News stories that pertain to the phenomena of Murdered and Missing
Indigenous Persons

Indigenous Peoples Day (9) — News stories that pertain to the celebration of Indigenous Peoples
Day

Other (10) — News stories that do not align with the predefined categories, but are still relevant
and significant to the study. This category serves as a flexible option for coding content that falls

outside of the scope of the defined categories.

3. Framing

‘Good News’ or Positive Framing (0) — News articles that highlight positive developments,
achievements, and uplifting stories related to American Indian and Alaska Native communities.
Positive framing may focus on successes, cultural celebrations, educational milestones,
community initiatives, or any content that portrays these communities in a favorable and

optimistic light.
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‘Bad news’ or Negative Framing (1) — News articles that emphasize challenges, issues, or
negative aspects affecting American Indian and/or Alaska Native communities. Negative
framing may include coverage of disparities, social challenges, or any content that portrays these
communities in a less favorable or critical light.

Neutral Frame (2) — News articles that present information about American Indian and Alaska
Native communities in a neither positive nor negative frame. These articles either avoid
explicitly emphasizing positive or negative aspects and focus on providing ‘balanced’ coverage

of events, or will employ both positive and negative frames within a single story.

4. Use of Tropes and Stereotypes Listed in NAJA BINGO Card

The ‘bingo’ card created by NAJA lists a series of tropes and stereotypes often employed when
reporting on Indigenous Peoples in America. Each article will be evaluated for its use and
employment of these tropes and stereotypes. McCue (2022) commented ‘if a reporter has one of
these words or phrases in their copy, the reporter has to mark that square. If the story gets a
BINGO, it’s time to go back to the drawing board’ in order to ensure more meaningful coverage
of Al/AN people. To score BINGO on this card, one would need to employ 4-5 tropes. For this
study, the threshold has been placed at 1 or less tropes for ‘thoughtful coverage’ and 2 or more
tropes for ‘stereotypical coverage’. (NAJA BINGO card is attached as Appendix B. to this
document).

Thoughtful Coverage (0) — The writer has employed 1 or less trope/stereotype as listed on the
NAJA BINGO card.

Stereotypical Coverage (1) — The writer has employed 2 or more tropes/stereotypes as listed on

the NAJA BINGO card.
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5. Source of ‘Indigenous Perspective’ and Solution Offered

Non-Indigenous Expert (0) — Individuals who are not from Indigenous communities but possess
expertise and knowledge in specific areas. These experts provide commentary and insights on
pollical or professional matters relevant to the news story, and are not identified to be Indigenous
in any regard.

Indigenous Expert (1) — Individuals from Indigenous communities who have specialized
knowledge and expertise in policy or professional-related matters. They are consulted for their
insights and perspectives on issues within their areas of expertise and pertaining to Indigenous
Peoples.

Non-Indigenous Elected Official (2) — Elected officials who are not from Indigenous
communities and hold positions in government. They may include politicians, legislators, or
officials elected to represent constituencies at various levels of government.

Indigenous Elected Official (3) — Elected officials from Indigenous communities who hold
positions in government. This category includes Indigenous individuals elected to represent their
communities at local, regional and national levels.

Indigenous Community Leader (4) — Prominent figures within Indigenous communities who
play leadership roles in guiding and representing the interests of their communities. These
leaders may have traditional, cultural, or community specific roles.

Indigenous Tribal Member (5) — Individuals who are members of Indigenous tribes, nations,
villages or corporations. They may provide perspectives based on their personal experiences,

cultural background or tribal affiliations.
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Other (6) — Individuals who do not fit into the specified categories but are relevant sources for
commentary. This category allows for flexibility in coding when the source’s identity or role

foes not align the with predefined options.

6. ‘Solution Offered’

This category will only come up when an issue is being discussed. If the person who is being
quoted as the source is discussing an issue, have they been asked about, or offered a potential
solution to the problem?

0 = no solution offered, 1 = solution offered, 2 = not applicable.

7. Context
McCue (2022) argues that due to word limits in newsrooms, important historical context is often
left out of stories pertaining to Indigenous issues. Without the backstory or further context of
colonial oppression, it perpetuates the idea that the Indigenous person is the problem, rather than
painting a more accurate picture of how these issues came to be. Disregarding this history often
places blame onto the wrong party. McCue notes that it can be difficult to work around the word
limits, but offers the use of other tools to get around this issue. He suggests the use of graphics to
represent a historical timeline of colonial oppression, the use of sidebars to include context of
issues stemming from colonial oppression, and online extras such as hyperlinks. These
hyperlinks might send readers to Indigenous websites or resources, or other article from the
outlet or elsewhere that discusses the history of colonialism and subsequent oppression. Here, the

use of these ‘extras’ will be captured and measured.
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Context of Issues Stemming from Colonization Not Offered (0) — The article did not offer any
form of context regarding colonial history and subsequent oppression in any manner.

Context of Issues Stemming from Colonization Offered (1) — The article offered context
regarding colonial history and subsequent oppression in the form of an image, graphic, video,

sidebar, hyperlink or other.
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Appendix B. NAJA BINGO Card

G
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EACH TIME ONE OF THESE IDEAS APPEARS IN YOUR STORY, MARK YOUR BOARD. MORE MARKS
MAY SIGNAL CLICHED STORYTELLING, A HEAVY RELIANCE ON STEREOTYPES ORA LACK OF
EXPERIENCE REPORTING IN INDIAN COUNTRY. IF YOU SCORE A "BINGO,” CONSIDER KILLING YOUR
STORY AND CONTACT A CONSULTANT AT THE NATIVE AMERICAN JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION FOR
ADVICE ON WAYS TO IMPROVE YOUR STORYTELLING IN INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES.

3
'

DRUMMING a“h'“"m

DYING 2
SERWA
LANGoRer | ARESERVATION

= — .. This best practices guide was produced in partnership between the Native American Joumalists
17\ Association and High Country News. If your media organization has questions about this guide

or would like fo facilitate a newsroom discussion on these points, please contact us at naja.com. W
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Appendix C.

This Appendix provides a list of American Indian federally recognized tribes included in the
study. It also provides an elaboration on the Tribal Corporation and Native Tribes of Alaska.
Further resources are included for those wanting more information and context.

Alaska

There are 12 Alaska Native regional corporations as set out by ANCSA in 1971. There are 174
Alaska Native Village Corporations, and 229 federally recognized tribes. Although it differs
greatly between the federally recognized tribes, to be an enrolled tribal member generally
involves meeting a specific blood quantum requirement in addition to residing within the
boundaries of tribal land. Many Alaska Native people who do not meet the requirements of tribal
membership will instead choose to align with their Regional Corporation or Alaska native
Village Corporation, as they often do not have boundary requirements to be a shareholder. This
can pertain to those Alaska Natives who reside in urban centers such as Anchorage or Fairbanks
as it may not be close to their ancestral lands, in addition to those who lost their ties to their tribal
lands after being sent to institutional boarding schools, and their descendants.

The 12 Alaska Native Regional Corporations are:
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation
NANA Regional Corporation
Doyon Ltd.

Calista Corporation

Cook Inlet Region Inc.

AHTHNA Inc.

Aleut Corporation

Bristol Bay Native Corporation

. Chugach Alaska Corporation

10. Koniag Inc.

11. Sealaska Corporation

©CoNo~LNE

For a full list of the 174 Alaska Native Village Corporations please redirect here. For a full list of
the 229 federally recognized tribes please redirect here.

New Mexico
The state of New Mexico has 23 federally recognized tribes. These are listed below.

Federally Recognized Tribal Nations:
Taos Pueblo

Picuris Pueblo

Ohkay Owingeh

Santa Clara Pueblo

Jicarilla Apache Nation

San lldefonso Pueblo

Nambe Pueblo

Pojoaque Pueblo

Tesuque Pueblo

©CoNoO~LNE
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https://anvca.biz/about-us#0ba28fc-6ffa-4fe3-b084-f41bbe8050e7
https://gis.data.alaska.gov/datasets/DCCED::federally-recognized-tribes/explore?location=59.365251%2C-146.737878%2C5.00

10. Cochiti Pueblo

11. Santo Domingo Pueblo
12. San Felipe Pueblo

13. Santa Ana Pueblo

14. Sandia Pueblo

15. Zia Pueblo

16. Jemez Pueblo

17. Isleta Pueblo

18. Acoma Pueblo

19. Laguna Pueblo

20. Zuni Pueblo

21. Mescalero Apache Tribe
22. Ft. Sill Apache Tribe
23. Navajo Nation (E, G, D, B, K, L, H)

Montana
The state of Montana consists of 12 Tribal Nations and 7 Indian Reservations. These are listed
separately below.

Federally Recognized Tribal Nations:

Salish / Sélish

Pend d’Oreille / Qlispé

Kootenai / Ksanka

Blackfeet / Niitsitapi (Pikuni)

Chippewa (Ojibwe) / Annishinabe

Plains Cree / Ne-i-yah-wahk

Gros Ventre / A’aninin

Assiniboine / Nokado, Nakona

. Sioux / Lakota, Dakota

10. Northern Cheyenne / Tsetséheséstahase and So'taa'eo'o
11. Crow / Apséalooke

12. Little Shell Chippewa / Annishinabe and Métis

wWoNIO WM

Indian Reservations:

Blackfeet Reservation

Crow Reservation

Flathead Reservation

Fort Belknap Reservation

Fort Peck Reservation

Northern Cheyenne Reservation
Rocky Boy’s Reservation

Nook~owbhPRE

North Dakota
The state of North Dakota has 5 federally recognized tribes and one Indian community which are
located, at least in part, within the state boundaries.
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Federally recognized Tribal Nations and Community:

ok whE

Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Nation

Spirit Lake Nation

Standing Rock Sioux Tribe

Three Affiliated Tribes — Mandan, Hidatsa, Arikara Nation
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippewa Indians

Trenton Indian Service Area
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