Contributors

BRIAN T ALOFAITULI is a senior lecturer in the Postgraduate Development Stud-
ies Programme at the National University of Samoa’s Centre for Samoan Stud-
ies. He holds a PhD in history from the University of Hawai‘i-Manoa (UHM), an
MA in Pacific Studies from uuaM’s Center for Pacific Islands Studies, and an MA
in theology from Fuller Theological Seminary. His main research interests are
Pacific church history, cultural heritage, and Pacific Islands migration.

MICHAEL LUJAN BEVACQUA, PhD (Familian Kabesa yan Bittot), taught Guam
history and Chamoru language at the University of Guam for ten years and
helped found its Chamorro studies program, the only one of its kind in the
world. With his brother Jack, he runs a creative collection called The Guam
Bus, which publishes Chamoru-language books, comics, and learning materials
(www.theguambus.com). He hosts a weekly podcast for the group Independent
Guahan called Fanachu!

ELIZABETH (ISA) UA CEALLAIGH BOWMAN, PhD, has been a passionate
advocate and activist on the issues of sexual harassment and Indigenous rights
since her experiences at the University of Guam, where she was an assistant
professor from 2012~2018. She has collaborated frequently with Michael Lujan
Bevacqua, most recently on their essay “I Tano’ i Chamorro / Chamorro Land:
Situating Sustainabilities through Spatial Justice and Cultural Perpetuation” in
Sustainability: Approaches to Environmental Justice and Social Power (New
York University Press, 2018). She entered politics after leaving academia and
continues to work toward justice.

PETER CLEGG is an associate professor in politics and head of the Department
of Social Sciences at the University of the West of England, Bristol, United
Kingdom. He was formerly a visiting research fellow at both kiTLV/Royal
Netherlands Institute of South East Asian and Caribbean Studies in Leiden, The
Netherlands, and the Sir Arthur Lewis Institute of Social and Economic Studies
(sALISES), University of the West Indies, Jamaica. His main research interests
focus on the international political economy of the Caribbean and contempo-
rary developments within the British Overseas Territories.

JACK CORBETT is a professor of politics at the University of Southampton. His
current research projects include an Australian Research Council-funded book
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on the participation of small states in international organizations and a British
Academy—funded book on secession in small island states.

JOHN COX is an honorary associate in the School of Humanities and Social
Sciences at La Trobe University. His prize-winning ethnographic work on
middle-class financial and moral aspiration is now published as a mono-
graph: Fast Money Schemes: Hope and Deception in Papua New Guinea
(Indiana University Press, 2018). John’s work critically examines the politics

of development in the Pacific. He has also worked with emerging scholars from
Fiji on the social, political, and religious implications of disasters and climate
change. John is currently researching the social dimensions of climate adapta-
tion in Melanesia as a consultant to the World Bank.

zALDY DANDAN studied broadcast journalism at the Polytechnic University

of the Philippines and has written and/or edited for the Philippine Daily Globe,
Manila Standard, and the Manila Times. He is the editor of Marianas Variety,
the CNMTD’s oldest newspaper. His book of poems, We’ll Kiss Like It’s Air and
We’re Running Out of It (2017), book of short stories, Die! Bert! Die! (2017),
and novel, How I Learned What Really (Probably) Happened to Amelia Earhart
(2018), are available on Amazon.com.

ADRIANO FAVOLE is a professor of cultural anthropology in the Department of
Cultures, Politics and Society at the University of Turin. He has been a visiting
professor at the University of New Caledonia and the University of Reunion
Island. He carried out fieldwork in East Futuna, New Caledonia, La Réunion,
and other European Union overseas countries and territories. His most recent
book is L’Europa d’oltremare (Raffaello Cortina, 2020). He is the author, with
Lara Giordana, of “Islands of Islands: Responses to the Centre-Periphery Fractal
Model in East Futuna (Wallis and Futuna) and the Belep Islands (New Caledo-
nia)” (Island Studies Journal 13[1], 2018).

LORENZ GONSCHOR was born in Germany, where he studied anthropology,
political science, and history; he obtained a master’s degree in Pacific Islands
studies in 2008 from the University of Hawai‘i-Manoa and a PhD in politi-
cal science in 2016 from the same institution. After working as associate dean
and senior lecturer at ‘Atenisi University in Tonga from 2017 to 2019, he

has been teaching at the University of French Polynesia in Tahiti since 2020.
In 2017, he became The Contemporary Pacific’s political reviews editor. His
research interests include historical and contemporary governance and politics
of Oceania; thematically his work focuses on international relations, regional-
ism, and decolonization, and geographically on the countries and territories of
Polynesia.
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TALEI LUSCIA MANGIONI is a Fijian and Italian PhD candidate in Pacific studies
at the Australian National University. Her current scholarship by creative
works aims to chart the Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific Movement across
Oceania through historical ethnography, weaving archival records and material
objects with oral histories of activists and artists. She has academic interests in
Pacific cultural studies, decolonial and creative research methodologies, and
archival studies.

MARGARET MUTU is the professor of Maori studies at the University of
Auckland and is of Ngati Kahu, Te Rarawa, Ngati Whatua, and Scottish
descent. With a PhD in Maori studies and linguistics from the University of
Auckland, her research interests include recording and translating oral tradi-
tions; Polynesian linguistics; and Maori resource management, conservation
practices, and Treaty of Waitangi claims against the Crown. She has published
four books and many articles; her third book, The State of Maori Rights (2011),
is an expanded, updated, and annotated compilation of her reviews of Maori
issues for The Contemporary Pacific from 1995 to 2009.

TIARA R NA'PUTI is an assistant professor of global Indigenous studies in the
Department of Global and International Studies at the University of California—
Irvine. She holds a PhD in communication studies and a graduate portfolio in
Native American and Indigenous studies from the University of Texas—Austin.
Her research examines the rhetoric and culture of colonialism and militarism
and the mobilization of Indigenous movements; she theorizes resistance and
decolonization possibilities in Oceania.

Based in the Cook Islands, CHRISTINA NEWPORT works as a development
practitioner and operates a small Indigenous consultancy delivering a range of
development-related services including policy development and program man-
agement. Her publications include various reports commissioned by a range of
Cook Islands government departments and development agencies. Christina is
currently a postdoctoral fellow in Pacific studies at the University of Auckland,
examining climate change impacts on the mental health and well-being of
Pacific peoples.

ANDRE NOBBS is a Norfolk Islander of Pitcairn/Tahitian descent. Prior to the
removal of Norfolk Island’s governance structures, André was elected as the
chief minister, then reelected as the minister for Tourism, Industry and Develop-
ment in the Norfolk Island Government (2007—2013). With a military, engineer-
ing, economic development, and project implementation background, André has
provided program technical advice and service throughout the Pacific region,
held executive roles with UNEsco, and provided representation to and for the
United Kingdom Parliament and the United Nations.
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A political scientist, ‘UMI PERKINS is a lecturer at the Matsunaga Institute for
Peace and Conflict Resolution at the University of Hawai‘i-Manoa. He has
written for The Nation, Hawai‘i Review, Hulili journal, The Hawaiian Journal
of Law and Politics, Summit magazine, Cultural Survival Quarterly, and The
Contemporary Pacific. He also contributed to Native Nations: The Survival of
Fourth World Peoples, edited by Sharlotte Neely (JCharlton Publishing, 2014),
and The Past before Us: Mo‘okii‘aubau as Methodology, edited by Nalani
Wilson-Hokowhitu (University of Hawai‘i Press, 2019).

GONZAGA PUAS, PhD, is from the Mortlocks in the Federated States of Micro-
nesia. He is currently a research fellow at the Australian National University
in Canberra, Australia. He is also the president of the Micronesia Institute for
Research and Development (MIRAD) situated in Palikir, Pohnpei.

T MELANIE PUKA received her BA in development studies and LLB from
Victoria University of Wellington. She is currently a PhD student in geography
at Louisiana State University. Her broader research interests are diaspora and
transnationalism among Tagata Tokelau. Her PhD research focuses on the
Tokelau communities in New Zealand and their connections to Tokelau.

MICHELLE NAYAHAMUI ROONEY holds a PhD from the Australian National
University (ANU). She is a research fellow at the Development Policy Centre,
Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU. Her research interests cover a range of
topics on urban social safety nets in Papua New Guinea.

GREG RYAN is a professor of history and university proctor at Lincoln Univer-
sity, New Zealand. His most recent major publication, with Geoff Watson, is
Sport and the New Zealanders: A History (Auckland University Press, 2018),
the first comprehensive academic social history of sport in New Zealand. As
well as current projects on sport and race, he is also researching the social his-
tory of beer in New Zealand.

CERIDWEN SPARK is an associate professor in the School of Global, Urban and
Social Studies at RMIT University in Melbourne, Australia. She is the author of
The New Port Moresby: Gender, Space, and Belonging in Urban Papua New
Guinea (University of Hawai‘i Press, 2020) and many articles and chapters
about gender and social change in the Pacific.

AMANDA SULLIVAN-LEE has her MA in Pacific history and graduate certificate
in Pacific Islands studies from the University of Hawai‘i—-Manoa. She currently
teaches Pacific Islands studies at De Anza College on unceded Ohlone land. Her
most recent research focus is on Tongan adoptive practices (pusiaki) and how
they relate to Indigenous Pacific family structures, Pacific Islander identity, and
mental health.
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SALOTE TALAGI was born and raised in Niue; she received an MA in political
science in 2015 from Victoria University of Wellington. Her recent publications
include the political review of Niue for 2017—2018 in The Contemporary Pacific
31:1 (2019), a chapter on Niue in Pacific Ways: Government and Politics in the
Pacific Islands (2016), and a 2018 publication, “Pacific Peoples and the 2017
Election,” which can be found in Stardust and Substance: The New Zealand
General Election of 2017. Her research interests also include the contemporary
politics and international relations of Niue and the Pacific region.

TRISH TUPOU is a PhD student in the College of Asia and the Pacific at the Aus-
tralian National University, where she currently lives and works on Ngunnawal
and Ngambri land. Her research focuses on settler colonialism in the Pacific as
well as Tongan mobilities and storied land. In 2019, she graduated with her MA
in Pacific Islands studies from the University of Hawai‘i-Manoa, where she was
an East-West Center fellow and Fulbright New Zealand scholar.

DEBORAH VAN HEEKEREN currently holds an honorary position in the Depart-
ment of Anthropology at Macquarie University, Sydney, where as a senior
lecturer she specialized in the anthropology of religion and myth. Her extensive
research and fieldwork in Papua New Guinea concentrate on the Vula‘a people
of the southeastern coast. Her publications include a monograph on the Vula‘a,
The Shark Warrior of Alewai (Sean Kingston, 2012), and peer-reviewed articles
and book chapters on the topics of Christianity, myth, history, poetics, and
phenomenology.

FOREST WADE YOUNG is currently an adjunct professor in the Department of
International Studies at Hawai‘i Pacific University. Since completing his PhD in
anthropology on the Indigenous politics of Rapa Nui, his postdoctoral educa-
tion is distinguished by the completion of certificate programs in Indigenous
Issues and Policy at the Columbia University Center for Race and Ethnicity
and in International Cultural Studies at the East-West Center. His work has
been published by journals such as Settler Colonial Studies, The Contemporary
Pacific, and The Journal of Pacific History, as well as by Routledge Press,
University of Hawai‘i Press, and Victory University Press.



