























This is a report from the
Tongan Broadcasting Commission,
and carried in ABU Newsletter

On 1 July 1975 the Tonga
Broadcasting Commission ceased to
be a part of the Tongan public ser-
vice and became the independent
statutory body it was always in-
tended to be. This change was one
of the major tasks required of
David Porter, who was appointed
Manager of the Commission in
August 1974 for a period of two
years.

in Tongan and English. Supplement-
ing telephone and postal communica-
tion, the TBC also provides an
invaluable service for person-to-
person messages among the widely
spread islands which make up the
Kingdom of Tonga. In many cases
broadcasting is the only means of
sending urgent messages from one
island to another.

The TBC's audience extends
far beyond the population of Tonga,
as is proved by the large mail
received by the request programmes

BROADCASTING
IN TONGA

The change to a statutory
body has two particularly important
consequences: the first is that
the TBC is no longer subject to
public service administration in
the appointment of staff, financial
control and so on. This results
in speedier decisions and easier
operation, but also leads to the
second important consequence, which
is that the TBC is no longer under
the Government's financial umbrella
and has to look after itself as a
commercially self-supporting unit.
Fortunately, the TBC had begun to
achieve a profit a year or two ago.
With independence, the Government
Departments, which previously
received time on the air free, now
have to pay standard rates for
this time.

The TBC's programme output
has not been greatly changed by
independence. It is broadcast
mainly in Tongan, with some pro-
grammes in English and a few in
Fijian and Samoan which are in-
tended for listeners in neighbouring
countries. The programmes have an
unusually high religious content:
Tongans are almost exclusively
Christian and the Church plays a
very important part in the life
and constitution of the country.
Talks programmes are mostly related
to village life, Tongan history and
traditions, health and agriculture.
There are regular helpful sessions
given by tFle police, dealing with
the law on such matters as traffic
regulations and order in public
places. There is much indigenous
Tongan music, as well as a large
number of request programmes, many
of which include modern pop songs.

News bulletins in English are
relayed from the BBC World Service,
Radio Australia and Radio New
Zealand; world news is also given

which comes in from Samoa, Fiji and
New Zealand.

In recent months, an element
of classical Western music has
been introduced for a limited but
interested audience. And, in accor-
dance with the official policy of
extending and improving the output
in English, special series from the
BBC Transcription Service have been
broadcast: the dramatised version
of Jane Fyre (the Charlotte Bronte
novel which is regularly studied in
Tongan schools), is a good example
and was well received.

Overall control of broadcast-
ing policy ftill remains with the
Government (this is written into
the Broadcasting Act) with the
Prime Minister, His Royal Highness
Prince Tu'ipelehake, brother of the
King, as Chairman of the Tonga
Broadcasting Commission Board, on
which the Hon. Dr. Sione Tapa,
Minister of Finance, and Mr.
Taniela Tufui, Secretary to Govern-
ment, also serve. There are 8 mem-

bers of the Board, the others being
the Hon. Ve'ehala, representing the
culture, history and traditions of
Tonga, Mr. Alan Riechelmann and Mr.
Lulu Faupula, contributing experi-
ence and advice from the world of
business, Mr. Trevor Simmons,
Superintendent of the Department of
Telegraphs and Telephones, and the
Manager, acting as Secretary to the
Board.

The TBC also runs a shop in
Nuku'alofa, the capital of Tonga,
selling radios, cassette recorders
and other electronic equipment: it
used to have a monopoly in the sale
of transistor receivers but that
has now been rescinded. But the
shop continued to do good business,
the variety and availability of

stock have recently improved and it
is ready for the impact of competi-
tion.

All in all, the future pros-
pects for an independent Tonga
Broadcasting Commission look reason-
ably good.

Niue to install new
telephone system

Dissatisfied with its present
telephone system, the Niue cabinet
recently approved the purchase of
a radio communications system. The
high cost of establishing and
maintaining overhead telephone
lines, reported Tohi Tala Niue on
September 12, is the primary reason
for the change.

Tests with the radio link
system, conducted with the assis-
tance of New Zealand officials,
showed that with high masts and
directional aerials the signal
quality was adequate. The new
system will help tie the capital
of Alofi with outlying villages.

Tohi Tala Niue said that
officials hope to have the radio
link equipment in service by the
end of the year.

Guam Newspapers
Enter AP Contest

Guam's Gannett newspapers, the
Pacific Dateline and the Pacific
Daily News entered the competition
for the fifth annual Freedom of
Information Award of the Associated
Press Managing Editors for their
work toward the passage of open
government "sunshine" legislation
for the U.S. territory.

Both papers waged strong
editorial campaigns for the passage
of a bill that would require govern-
ment departments and agencies to

open their policy-making meetings to
the public and press.

The bill was passed this
summer after it was amended to
incorporate more stringent enforce-
ment provisions as recommended by
Brislin and Blake.

Pacific Dateline Editor Dr. T.
J. Brislin and Pacific Daily News
Managing Editor George Blake gave
personal testimony on two occasions
each before the Guam Legislature
supporting the passage of a "sun-
shine law" measure.

It was signed into law shortly
thereafter by Guam Governor Ricardo
J. Bordallo.
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MICRONESIA
TT Administration

form of a full-page editorial by
James S. Kunen of New Times.

holds weekly

press conferences
The Trust Territory government

has instituted formal press con-

ferences apparently in response to
criticism from the local press.
Saipan's Marianas Variety (Sept. 12)

reported that rather than allow

reporters to attend weekly TT
cabinet meetings, the administra-

tion decided to hold a press con-

ference following the cabinet

meetings.

Representatives of the
administrations Public Information
Division, the office that puts out
the Micronesian News Service, will
have to attend the briefings with
local reporters. The Chief of PID
sat in on cabinet meetings in the

past.

According to the Saipan
weekly, James Hall, Press Secretary
to the High Commissioner, wrote a
letter to the Pacific Daily News
in Guam describing the openness
of cabinet meetings but played
down that the tape (sic) sessions

were secretive. PDN, in a re-
lated development, reported that

the Director of the U.S. Office
of Territorial Affairs had asked
that tapes made during cabinet

sessions be sent to Washington.

The move to establish press
conferences was made by the Trust

Territory cabinet. The Variety
said cabinet members felt that

the meetings were intended to be
an in-house conference with frank

discussion on potentially sensi-

tive matters.

Marianas People
'Film Nuts'.-New Times

Another east coast publication
has shown interest in recent devel-

opments in the Marianas in the

In the September 5 issue of
this relatively young feature news
magazine, published in New York,
Kunen points out that this act will
mark the first territorial expan-
sion by the United States since
1917, when we bought the Virgin
Islands from Denmark, and 1925,
when we annexed the privately owned
Swains Island and incorporated it
into American Samoa.

Kunen further states that

through the acquisition of the
Marianas the U.S. gets just what
its citizens have always wanted:

military bases within bombing range
of Asia.

Kunen then proceeds to ask
"What's in it for the Marianas?"

Among the several conjectured rea-
sons, Kunen reckons that the

overwhelming vote to become a Com-
monwealth of the U.S. could be
attributed to the love of the cine-
ma.

"It could be, says Kunen,
that the Marianans are all film

nuts. The covenant guarantees that
at such time as a military base is
established, the local population
will be permitted to attend the
movies there.

Kunen can find no more plausi-
ble explanation.

PEACESAT
S. P. Games news

The PEACESAT terminal of

Saipan became the only source of
information for some participating
countries at the South Pacific
Games in August.

From August 4 to 10, three-
minute summaries of South Pacific
Games action were relayed to other
terminals daily. While some island
nations received SPG reports
through wire services or their own
correspondents, many others had
no way, other than through PEACESAT

--Highlights, August 1975.

Tia Bela, Seeks

Financial Assistance

The on-again off-again pub-
lishing schedule of the three-

year-old Tia Belau (Voice of
Palau) may soon be solved--assuming
the beleagured newspaper can find
a 'good samaritan" to give it
financial assistance.

In its June 1 issue, the paper
noted the following changes.
Francisco Uludong, Tia Belau pub-
usher, left to run for election
to the Palau Legislature. Editorial
duties were then the responsibility
of Isaac Soaladaob, 26.

A graduate of the University
of Guam, Soaladaob has worked for
the Micronesian Legal Services and

taught at Palau High School.

Moses Uludong, a former editor,
has returned to the paper as manag-
ing editor.

	

- :

Until the June issue, Tia
Belau had not published for six
months. The late arrival of a new

printing press hampered operations.
When the press arrived, however, the

newspaper did not have enough money
to purchase a camera and platemaker.
At last report, Tia Belau was still

waiting for "a good samaritan to

drop by.

When the paper resumes publica-
tion, subscribers will be asked to

pay $15 a year due to rising
costs. In announcing the editori-
al changes, the paper asked, any-
one who wishes to write a news
article or opinion to the paper may
do so but shall not expect payment.'

Satellite news

reported
The Pacific News Exchange of

the PEACESAT network receive wide-

spread coverage in Micronesia. The
news exchange broadcasts, heard at

Saipan's terminal, are summarized
and sent over the wires of the
Micronesian News Service, a govern-
ment operation.

The Micronesian Independent
a private weekly published in the
Marshall Islands, for example,
recently carried the roundup of
PEACESAT news. The Marshalls are
rouqhly 1,600 miles east of Saipan.
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Fi1m editor returns
from London course

Jessie Leong, the only woman
among 15 Commonwealth trainees in
news and documentary production,
recently returned from London as
a film editor for the Fiji Ministry

of Information. The five months

7	 tof training allowed Leong to	
receive a number of training certif-	
icates, reported Fiji Information	
in August.

The Information Ministry's	
..	 publication has taken on a new look

of its own. Sporting a three-color- -		cover,Fiji Information makes lib-

,,, Jfl	 era] use of photographs on high
Manoa Rasigatale, Sub-Editor of the Fijian language newspaper Nai i.alakaj was a participant in	 quality paper. The result is a

the Communication Institute's Comparative Popular Culture Research Seminar last July. During
clear and very readable newsletter.

the Seminar on 'Traditional Media' Mr. Rasigatale learned to play the ektara from Moustafa Abbasi,
participant from Bangladesh.

Computer Firms
Set Up Center

The following article is ex-,
cerpted from a report carried in
the Cook Islands News on September
9. The establishment of a network
of computer terminals, as this
article suggests, is important not
only for economic activity but for
communication development as well,
and raises questions of balancing
efficiency for Pacific businesses
and metropolitan control of local
business information.

The article follows:

An Auckland-based computer
data processing company, Pacific
Computer Centres Limited, has
received Fiji Government approval
to set up a key-punching and com-
puter processing centre in Suva.

This follows negotiations be-
tween the company's managing direc-
tor, Mr. Kerry R. C. Hart, and Mr.
S. Siwatibau, Permanent Secretary
to Fiji's Minister of Finance.

It is intended that the new
centre will be functioning in
September this year.

Mr. Hart said the decision to
set up in Suva had been received
favourably by the Fiji Government.

"Fiji will benefit from new
employment opportunities, New
Zealand skills and expertise that
will be passed on to Fiji nationals
and export earnings from key-punch-
ing," said Hart.

Gets OK To
In Suva

"We will bring Fiji nationals
to Auckland to train them in key-
punching and in the use of data
terminals. Further staff will be
'trained as the centre expands."

By utilising the company's
staff and data processing equipment
in Auckland, the Suva centre will
convert company data into computer-
readable format. This means the
centre will quickly process the

accounting and financial records of
other companies, assisting them
with paperwork that would normally
take their clerical staff many
hours to do manually.

The company's computer systems
are aimed at helping management to
control business--something comput-
er experts agree is becoming
increasingly more difficult to
achieve manually, in this age of
spectacular company growth and mul-
timillion dollar business deals.

Government approval, at both
ends, has been received by Pacific
Computer Centres to establish a
Date] link between Fiji and New
Zealand. This will ensure uninter-
rupted transmission of data by
telephone between the two countries

The company will become incor-
porated in Fiji, with that country's
holdings amounting to 50 percent
and New Zealand holdings 50 percent.

FIJI
Murrant Resigns
Fiji Times Post

The General Manager of the
Fiji Times and Herald Ltd. , Mr.
Jim Murrant, resigned early in
November.

The resignation was announced
by the new chairman of the company,
Mr. Dick Sampson, who represents
the owners, the Herald and Weekly
Times Ltd., of Melbourne, Australia,
on the board.

Mr. Sampson said merely that
Mr. Murrant would be returning to
Australia.

The Fiji Times and Herald
Ltd., has ceased publication of its
latest venture, The Pacific Week-
ender, after less than three
months. Steeply rising costs out-
stripping revenue was given as the
reason. Publication of an informa-
tion brochure, This Week in Fiji,
has also stopped and the company is
believed to be having a hard look
at the profitability of one or two
of its other publications.

Those with lowest advertising
support in recent months are the
monthlies Fiji Sport and Fiji Film
and Photo news.
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PNG
Post Courier Tops
Pacific Island
Circulation

The Papua New Guinea Post
Couriers circulation is climbing
so quickly that it may now have the

highest circulation of any Pacific
Island newspaper. Audited net sales
for the six months to September 30,
1975 averaged 22,340 copies daily,
according to the Post-Courier (Oc-
tober 27).

Managing Editor Douglas
Lockwood told PICN, 'of the PINA
members the Post-Courier must now
be able to claim the highest circu-
lation--I think. The closest
competitor for the Port Moresby
newspaper is The Fiji Times which
has a circulation of about 19,000.

The Post-Courier estimates
that at least two or three people
read every copy. In addition, the
new circulation figures represent
a gain of 4,000 copies daily than
the previous six months.

ABU Secretariat

Established
A Secretariat was established

in June by the National Broadcasting
Commission of Papua New Guinea
(PNG/BC), an ABU associate member
which is now moving towards greater
responsibilities in national devel-
opment.

The new Secretariat, which will
eventually have a staff of 11 peo-
ple, was designed as a specialist
policy, planning and development
unit which will be involved in
checking on PNG/BC's achievement of
its policy objectives. This group
will also shortly take over respon-
sibility for maintaining contact
with international bodies such as
the ABU and with broadcasting or-
ganisations in other countries.

The recently appointed Head
of Secretariat is Keith Jackson,
31, an Australian. Mr. Jackson
began his career as a producer
with the ABC (Australia) in 1967.
Three years later he was appointed
Manager of Radio Bougainville. In
1973 he spent 6 months in Indonesia

as a Unesco consultant and then
returned to Papua New Guinea for
the establishment of PNG/BC at the
end of that year, when he became
Head of Research.

Somare Views
News As News'

Prime Minister Michael
Somare, a former broadcaster and
journalist, is now faced with the
tremendous task of maintaining
national solidarity in Papua New
Guinea. One of the tools which the
government will place a heavy reli-
ance on is radio.

Earlier this year in an inter-
view with three broadcast journal-.
ists, Somare elaborated on his
feelings about the potential of
broadcasting and the role it can
play in Papua New Guinea.

The interview, reprinted in
part in Transmitter (September),
the PNG National Broadcasting Com-
mission newsletter, covered a wide
range of topics. At the time
Somare was the PNG Chief Minister
and Minister for broadcasting.

I, as Minister responsible,
have no reason to say that we will
control what type of news goes out
to the people, Somare said. 1
have made my point clear to newsmen
that under no circumstances will I
tell the Chairman or the Director
of News and Current Affairs to say:
'This is the kind of information.
We don't want it that way.'

I see news as news.
Somare said he was very con-

scious of efforts by government
officials to apply politicial pres-
sure to the NBC. He felt that by

being the Minister responsible for
broadcasting, the pressures would
1essen.

The Prime Minister does not
see the establishment of commercial
radio in Papua New Guinea's immedi-
ate future. The NBC, however,
recently began a campaign to assess
the possibility of having radio
advertising.

Regarding his cordial rela-
tions with the press, Somare said
an open door policy has allowed
him to maintain close contact in
spite of a hectic schedule.

I'm accessible to the press
at any time,' he said. That's
something I'd like to keep.

One question, posed by an
Australian journalist, asked Somare
if he saw any similarity between
Papua New Guinea and Indira Ghandi
turning All India Radio into
'Indria Radio?

"I hope, said the Prime
Minister, "it doesn't become
Somare Radio.'

Our News Surveys

'Reading Audience'
Our News the PNG Information

Service publication, carried a
comprehensive questionnaire in its
June 15 issue. While it is not
known what the results of the survey
are, it is interesting to see a
government publication attempt to
better understand its reading au-
dience.

Some of the questions on the
survey included: Where do you
usually read Our News from?--At
home, At work, In the village, At
School; Do you think the English
in Our News is--Very Easy, Easy,
Too Hard; What are the sections in
Our News you do not like. Choose
the worst three; and, When you
finish reading Our News what do

(story continued pg. 15)

k ' .
Lasarusa Vusoniwailala, a Fiji broadcaster, met President Gerald It.. Ford December 7 at the
East-West Center in Honolulu. Vusoniwailala is studying communications at the Center and
University of Hawaii. Center President Everett Kleinjans introduced him.
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TV Team Denied
Bougainvilie Entry

An Australian Broadcasting
Commission television team was
prevented from entering
Bougainville, ostensibly for fail-
ing to meet visa requirements.
The PNG Post Courier in August said
the three ABC correspondents were
attempting to film the Bougainville
secession activities.

Then Chief Minister Michael
Somare said the three had failed
to apply for entry permits and did
not comply with requirements for
visiting correspondents. Somare
said, the Post Courier reported,
"I must point out that these are
requirements with which every news
team or individual Press represen-
tative from overseas must comply."

According to Information
Office director Brian Amini, how-
ever, the ABC crew had been refused
entry for political reasons."

Amini was quoted in the Post
Courier as saying, 'There is no
point in another TV program explod-
ing the issue at this stage when
the Government is still negoti-
ating.

Inder Named
PIM Publisher

Stuart Inder, the long-term
editor of Pacific Islands Monthly,
has changed jobs. After 18 years
at the editorial helm of the
Australian magazine, Inder is now
PIM publisher with editorial duties
becoming the responsibility of
John Carter.

'Up Front with the Editor,
Inder's column, now reads, "Up
Front with the Publisher. The
'end of a personal era" was
announced in his column in the
November PIM.

Carter, PIM assistant editor
and one time chief reporter for
the Fiji Times will provide PIM
with "competent editorship, Inder
said.

Page 14 (Our News survey)

you do with it?--Throw it in the
rubbish, Use it to wrap parcels or
food, Pass it on to other people,
Smoke it, Put it in a file, or
Other uses. There were a total of
23 questions.

P1CM is interested in hearing
about similar surveys which may
have been conducted in the region.
Questionnaires and, hopefully,
results should be sent to Jim
Richstad, Communication Institute,
1777 East-West Rd., Honolulu,
Hawaii, 96822.

COOK ISLANDS
Weekender
'Differentiates'
Political Ideology

Politics and political issues

play a large part in the editorial
coverage of any newspaper. This is

especially true in the case of the
Pacific press.

In what appears to be an
attempt to help its readers more
fully appreciate the nuances of
conflicting political ideologies,
the Cook Islands Weekender (August
30) published the following synop-
sis under the headline Political
Definitions Updated.

Socialism	 You have two cows,
and you give one to your neighbour.

.Communism: You have two cows,
the government takes both of them
and gives you milk.

Fascism You have two cows,
the government takes both of them
and sells you milk.

Nazism You have two cows,
the government takes both of them
and shoots you.

Bureaucracy	 You have two
cows, the government takes both
of them, shoots one of them, milks
the other and pours the milk down
the drain.

Photo News Views
PEACESAT Effects

The Cook Islands Photo News
carried almost a full page on
August 16 devoted to an analysis
of the PEACESAT program and its
effects on the Cooks.

The satellite system, the
Photo News said, has helped to
maintain ties with New Zealand and
other Pacific countries. While the
system is a fairly sophisticated
one, the weekly noted that local
needs have helped to "adapt" the
program.

"Although English is the
region's 'lingua franca,'" said
the Photo News "dialect and into-
nation have been shown to be impor-
tant factors. English spoken with
a Polynesian accent is more readily
understandable than correct'
English."

The medical uses of the sat-
ellite system were stressed. The
dengue fever epidemic, which was

brought under control with the help
of PEACESAT, was mentioned in the
newspaper.

Anthony Hanley, New Zealand's
PEACESAT director, was quoted as
saying that it is necessary to
continue the communication experi-
ments in order to keep the concept
of global communication alive. It
is unlikely, Hanley said, that a
similar opportunity will be avail-
able for another 50 years.

CIBNC Criticized by

Opposition in Debate
The Cook Islands Broadcasting

and Newspaper Corporation came under
fire from Opposition Leader Dr. Tom
Davis when he said, "The CIBNC
'stinks'." The name calling
occurred during heated debate over
the CIBNC annual report for the
year ending December 31, 1971.

The Cook Islands News on
September 17 reported that the Oppo-
sition members pointed out that it
took three years for the report to
be presented to the Cook House.

The Minister of Broadcasting,
the Hon. T. A. Henry, attempted to
counter the criticism by describing
various CIBNC community services.
The News did not elaborate.

After three hours of debate,
the News said, the House accepted
the report.

Honolulu Star-Bulletin

Gets New Publisher
A change in the management

of the Honolulu Star-Bulletin
occurred in early November. John
A. Scott, publisher of the Gannett
newspaper since 1971, was replaced
by Philip Gialanella.

The move was announced by
Allen H. Neuharth, president and
chief executive of the Gannett
newspaper group. Scott was brought
in to head the Star-Bulletin when
Gannett bought the paper in 1971.

Gialanella, president of the
Hawaii Newspaper Agency, will re-
tain that position in addition to
his new responsibilities. The
Hawaii Newspaper Agency handles all
noneditorial functions for both
The Honolulu Advertiser and the
Honolulu Star-Bulletin Gialanella
has been with HNA since 1971.
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Press in 'Growth Centre'
Bruce Griffiths, an Australian

journalist, lives in an area of
Australia that has been designated
a Growth Centre by the govern-
ment. This is an attempt to plan
the development of new communities
throughout Australia. One of the
consequences of this development
planning is the effect it will have
on newspapers and broadcasting oper-
ations situated in what are now
small towns.

Both these dailies are in com-
plete command of their respective
markets and it is impossible for
their respective circulations to
increase on the current populations
of the two cities. In other words
they have saturated their markets
to the fullest extent.

Since 1972, however, the media
within the growth centre has had to
adjust to the fact it must report
and keep up to date the public on

AUSTRALIA &
NEW ZEALAND
How will the growth plans

change the media? Griffiths
attempts to deal with this issue
in the following report. This sec-
tion is taken from an article he
wrote for PICN on the Bathurst-
Orange Growth Centre.

BY BRUCE GRIFFITHS

The Bathurst-Orange Growth
Centre was officially announced in
October 1972 and it is fair to say
that the media of Bathurst and
Orange prior to that date were typ-
ical of the kind which would be
found in any small country centre
in the United States.

Of course a country newspaper,
radio or television station must
cater for the needs of their commu-
nity but all of a sudden the media
within the growth centre faces an
entirely different future.

Indeed the future of the media
already established within the
growth centre is already bright--
especially financially.

At least that is how it looks
on paper in both the long and
short terms but the future cannot
be forecast.

If the media is to grow and
prosper with the growth centre then
they themselves must grow and
change, a fact which is now being
realised.

The Bathurst-Orange Growth
Centre has four newspapers, one
television station and three radio
stations (soon to be increased to
four). Both cities each have one
major newspaper, the Western
Advocate (Bathurst) and the Central
Western Daily (Orange).

16

the progress of the decentralisation
programme.

This in turn has meant much
more accurate reporting and indeed
the format of articles is slowly
changing.

The media, particularly news-
papers, have had not only to keep
up with events but at the same time
try and get across to the public the
meaning and reason for each event
and its likely causes. Journalists
are increasing contact with State
and Federal ministers, a situation
which was rare in the past.

Even the media has had slight
teething problems and when once
upon a time news stories could wait
until the next edition it has now
become apparent that when the edi-
tion is already set out the layout
must be changed when a more impor-
tant story does break.

This in itself has caused
headaches, and of course arguments,
but one factor to come out of the
whole situation is that the two
main newspapers in Bathurst and
Orange are always keen to scoop one
another--another situation that did
not happen too often prior to 1972.

The future is a problem the
media is going to have some diffi-
culty with. For a start, staff will
need to be increased and by the same
token that staff will have to be
more informed and more professional.

Gone are the days when almost
anyone with an above average mental-
ity can get a job as a journalist
on any of the media outlets within
the growth centre. I am not sug-
gesting that the staff already
employed cannot do the job just as
well as a journalist from one of
the big national dailies. I am sug-

gesting, however, that journalists
(both new and old) will have to
come to grips with a different style
of reporting.

N. Z. Law
Draws Fire

The Labor Government in New
Zealand instituted a law which pro-
hibits the publication of names of
people accused but not convicted of
crimes. According to the New York
Times in September, the new legis-
lation also prevents the press from
publishing details which may identi-
fy the accused.

The Labor Government was voted
out of office since then.

The then opposition National
Party and the New Zealand press
attacked the law as being a blow to
freedom of the press. Some police
organizations, the Times reported,
have said the law may prevent im-
portant evidence coming to light.

The chairman of the Common-
wealth Press Union in London urged
the Government to reconsider its
move. The legislation, he was
quoted as saying in the Times
'seems certain to cloister justice

and curtail the right of the citi-
zen to see justice done.' This
was being done at a time 'when the
free flow of information was being
subjected to 'much suppression
throughout the world'."

New Zealand's Minister of
Justice said the law was a social
reform measure designed to prevent

any stigma from being attached to
persons accused but acquitted.

UNESCO Broadcasting
Training Course

For Samoa Cancelled
A UNESCO Broadcasting Training

course which was to have been held
in Apia from October 27 to November
20 was canceled.

Jointly sponsored by the Asian
Institute of Broadcasting Develop-
ment and the South Pacific Commis-
sion, the month-long program was to
have been a Pacific Regional Rural
Broadcasting Course.






Hong Kong Publisher
Discusses Press Problems

Publisher of the Pacific Commu-
nications Group of Magazines and
head of Newspapers of Fiji, Ltd.,
Sally Aw Sian is an influential
voice in Asian and Pacific communi-
cation. The following article,
which appeared in Media, is con-
cerned primarily with Asia. Howev-
er, a close reading will quickly
reveal that many of the issues Sian
discusses are applicable to some of
the difficulties faced by the Pacif-
ic press. Here is the interview:

Q. Do you agree with what
seems to be present-day convention-
al wisdom that the area available
for the proprietary press to oper-
ate in is diminishing all over the
world and that there is a real
danger this area may disappear
altogether?

A. What you call the propri-
etary press is, to my mind, the
free, privately-financed newspapers
and magazines--as distinguished
from the government-owned and -op-
erated. I don't see any diminish-
ment in the area of the free press'
operation. What I see is a shift
in emphasis--or a change in venue,
so to speak.

This shift arises from the
greater transformations that have
happened world-wide. Advances in
science and technology, increases
in populations, the depletion of
the earth's traditional resources,
etc. have created new demands from
business and industry, from govern-
ments, from everybody--including
people in the communications indus-
try. In some areas of social and
economic life the requirement seems
to be for a tighter group management
of things--and industries can't just
pursue their own plans without close
government assistance, and workers,
consumers, the youth all have to be
given their say and at the same
time be asked to contain some of
their localized aspirations, for
the good of all.

The "proprietary press" is
now called upon to help more
actively as an instrument for
development, for problem-solving
(such as population growth), etc.
Publishers and editors simply have
to nowadays be more acutely aware
of the need to achieve a healthy
balance between the positive goals
of defending freedoms.

Q. More than any other Asian
publisher, you have had the widest
range of experience in publishing
newspapers out of various Asian
countries. Is there still room
today for joint newspaper publish-
ing ventures between regionalists,
like yourself, and local publishing
entrepreneurs?

A. Joint ventures between
regional publishers and local ones
have become quite difficult, and
the reasons for this difficulty are
governed by the quest for the
"happy and livable balance" I have
referred to. Undoubtedly, regional
publishers can offer the communica-
tions industries of the individual

nations certain resources they
don't have enough of: internation-
al connections, expertise, financ-
ing, etc. Once the "happy balance"
is attained, between the local
press itself and the governments,
the business and industrial commu-
nities, it will become easier to
work out regional and international
participation. The house rules,
the working arrangements will have

to be hammered out first within
the individual country, of course.
There is hardly any room for joint
ventures now, but I see it becoming
available in the next five years.
By that time, the individual coun-
tries shall have rationalized their
own guidelines, national objectives
and internal problems.

Rao: Mass Media
Can Aid
Development

The mass media can help in
modernisation of developing coun-
tries without "necessarily becoming
either sycophants or self-appointed
leaders of the opposition."

Outlining the role of mass
media in the developing countries,
the Secretary General of the Asian
Mass Communication Research and
Information center (AMIC) Dr. V. V.
L. Rao said a communicator can play
the role of a friend who has to
assist and the responsibility to
criticise if he is properly educated
and trained.

He believes that governments
and authority will recognize their
own need for such friends.

The interview, carried in a
recent issue of Media Asia focused
on the question whether the media
should be a .master, servant or
moderniser in developing countries.

Rao pointed out that in devel-
oping countries, the media have a
very difficult role to play for
they have to serve two masters--
governments and their public.

"It is up to media people to
project an image of themselves
which will enhance their credibil-
ity in the eyes of governments as
well as the public, both of whom
they need to serve, to inform and
to educate," he said.

He said that within the context
f the newly independent countries,
the media could be used for "good,"
that is, the promotion of social
change of modernization, the build-
ing of a national identity, the
development of political conscious-
ness, of civic responsibilities.

He said this is one of the
reasons why the study of mass
communications has acquired not
only an intensity but also an
extensity lately.

Speaking about the writing in
newspapers, Rao thinks that news-
papers that try to be literary will
lose their potential audience.

He said this is one of the
problems of press systems, espe-
cially in developing countries.

He pointed out that the pre-
tentions to "instant literature"
may impress the journalist himself
and his colleagues, but will lose
the very audience he is out to
serve.

A journalist "is not merely a
person who can put words together
or write poetry. He is a reporter,
a sub-editor and a teacher."

Rao believes that the power
of journalists- in developing coun-
tries might be "unrealistically"
glorified but he feels that this
phenomenon of the exaggerated,
glorified and romanticised picture -
of the journalist is not exclusive
to developing countries.

"Certain sections of the public
(not all) have always had this
impression, despite research studies
which have clearly indicated that
the actual 'power' of journalists

-

is in fact nowhere near as great
as it is made out," he said.

"They cannot change fundamen-
tal attitudes and behaviour, espe-
cially in the short run," he added.

AMIC is located in Singapore,
and covers the Asian region. It
has the Pacific area as one of its
concerns but to date is concentra-
ting on Asia.
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Guam Press Club
awards best stories

the Guam Press Club presented
award certificates during its	 %"'_I	JI'-IJI:"
recent Gridiron snow. The awards
were for outstanding stories and
photo coverage in the print and
broadcast media during the period	 Samoa News
from January 1972 to June 30, 1975.
Among those receiving awards were:	

Pacific Daily News Editor Joe	 strong,	 "	 KMurphy for Puerto Rico Had a Chance			 .7and Blew It' (editorial); PON
reporter Leanne McLaughlin for		J. P. King, publisher of the
Everything You Wanted To Know About Samoa News in Pago Pago, wrote to

Roaches But Were Afraid To Ask"	 PICN in early November that circu-
(feature); the Pacifican's Bob	 lation has reached 5,200 weekly,
Young for 'Island Became Doorway To	 with "an ever increasing demand by
New Life (human interest photo);	 Western Samoa.
.._A flrMI	 DD,	 L,	 "Nnc onciju r LJfl	 EWIPuS "wn,.,s ,

Micronesia (feature series).

There were a total of 22
awards given this year.

UNESCO Advisor
Visits Suva

Mr. Howard Gough, Unesco
Regional Communication Adviser
stationed at Kuala Lumpur, visited
Suva in October on his way to a
proposed Pacific Islands Rural
Broadcasting course at the broad-
casting training centre at Apia,
Western Samoa.

In Suva, he had preliminary
discussions with Len Usher, Orga-
nising Director of P.I.N.A., about
the possibility of UNESCO co-opera-
tion in a journalism course which
would run parallel with one pro-
posed by Usher and now being consid-
ered by P.I.N.A. members in Fiji
in collaboration with the Universi-
ty of the South Pacific and the
National Training Council of Fiji.

The Apia course unfortunately
had to. be abandoned at the last
minute because the sponsor with-
drew support a week before the
proposed starting date.

Usher Elected
Suva Mayor

REGIONAL
A 1kTTTh

King said he cant seem to
supply enough papers for the West-
ern Samoa market, with 1,500 circu-
lation now. He said he would need
additional equipment to meet the
circulation demands.

Reginald Schwenke, a reporter
from Western Samoa, joined the News
staff, and the newspaper needs
additional staff King said. The
News has a staff of 12 but "we have
outgrown ourselves and need top
professional help at this point in
time, King wrote.

King also noted that plans for
the second edition--to make the News
come out twice a week--are awaiting
a staff buildup. He said the circu-
lation and advertising potential for
another edition were good.

organisers to talk directly with
individuals involved in arranging
each country's contingent of per-
formers and craftsmen. The
PEACESAT exchange also helped them
prepare for visits to these coun-
tries in October-November. There
will be similar exchanges on Octo-
ber 13 and later in the year.

The 10 countries and island
territories involved were: Hawaii,
Papua New Guinea, New Caledonia,
Micronesia, Cook Islands, New
Hebrides, Niue, Tonga, Nauru and
the Gilbert Islands.

During the exchange, the
organisers were told how many per-
formers each country expects to
send. Johnstone and Jaram provided
details about New Zealand (the
weather and accommodations for per-
formers) to assist local planners.

The PEACESAT exercise was
organised by Tony Hanley at
Wellington Polytechnic, where the
New Zealand satellite terminal is
housed.

Telecom Meeting Held
at Tonga

A South Pacific regional
telecommunications meeting was held	

King noted he was involved in	 in October at Nuku'alofa, Tonga.
the minute details at the adminis-		Delegates from nine South Pacific
trative level and hardly lend a		countries, Australia, New Zealand,
contribution to the Samoa News		UNDP and the Asian Development
except for an editorial now and		Bank and other international orga-
then.'		nizations attended.			

The agenda included discussion

PEACESAT aids	 of progress in telecommunication
projects being carried out in the
South Pacific under the supervision

'1	 of UNDP and the Internationals. Pacific arts festival Telecommunications Union (ITU), a
UN agency. Discussions were held

PEACESAT served as an effec-
tive communication link between
Pacific islands in helping to
streamline and speed up prepara-
tion for the South Pacific Festi-
val of Arts.

on a feasibility study for a re-
gional telecommunications network.

Tarawa journalist
trains in London

PICN learned shortly before press time	 The satellite network was
that Len Usher, Pacific Islands News Asso-	 used to connect the festival's
ciation Director, had been appointed the new artistic director Dick Johnstone

Mayor of Suva, Fiji.	 and administrative director Wishie
It was unsure what effects, if any, Usher's 3aram with 10 participating coun-

appointment would have on the operations	 tries and island territories,

of the news association.	 saving them a lot of paper work.

PICNpasses on its congralulations to	
According to the Cook Island

Mayor Usher and wishes him the best of luck.	 News (October 15), the 90-minute
link-up on October 6 allowed the

The Atoll Pioneer (October 23)
reports that a Radio Tarawa jour-
nalist is participating in a radio
training program run by the British
Broadcasting Corporation in London.

- .- Tomasi K. Tarau is one of a
number of students taking part in
the radio production course. The
program is sponsored by the British
Ministry of Overseas Development.
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NEW BROADCAST STANDARDS
ISSUED FOR, AUSTRALIA.

The development of increased
broadcasting ability on the part
of many Pacific countries is lead-
ing to the difficult question of
determining what guidelines to
establish for broadcast media. The

Australian Broadcasting Commission
has had to face this issue and
recently issued revised guidelines
for its broadcasters. The ABC
staff journal Radio Active in
September/October, 1975 presented
the new standards.

The Commission said that
there is now a wider range of
opinions and attitudes within our
society than existed a few years
ago and believes that there are
few, if any, subjects which it
would regard as unsuitable for
serious discussion in its pro-
grams.'

In addition to laws which
prohibit the broadcasting of offen-
sive language or material, the ABC
also established additional "con-
straints" of its own.

"These relate,' the Commission
reported, "to the time of day at
which a program is broadcast, the
choice of material and--of no less
importance--the manner of its pre-
sentation."

Dealing with the specific
issue of offensive language, the
new guidelines acknowledged that
"on rare occasions the subject
matter and form of discussions or
presentation, while acceptable,

may require and justify the use of
these words and expressions." The
decision to include this material,
however, is one that must be left
to the more "senior levels."

Of course, the establishing
of any guidelines causes some
broadcasters to feel that there is
undue management control of day-
to-day programming activities.
The Commission attempted to meet

this criticism by noting that, "It
should not be necessary, nor is it
desirable, to spell out in minute
detail to professional broadcasters
the standards required. In broad-
casting, any such code which at-

tempted to provide protection
against every possible contingency
would impose unacceptable inhibi-
tions upon those professional
broadcasters."

Finally, the ABC stressed
that objectivity and impartiality

-4 ..

I

I		 L
Map of area which could receive coverage by PEACESAT
Telecommunications Proposal. Story on page 20.
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must remain an area or particular
concern." Objectivity, the
Commission found, "need not neces-

sarily be achieved within a single
program . . . but a balance of

views should be achieved within a
series of programs where the
emphasis is on controversial
issues."

Mistakes will be made, said
the Commission. The report quoted
Lord Hill, Chairman of the Board

of Governors of the BBC, who said
mistakes are "the price of the

intellectual and creative free-
dom . . . on which the life and
excellence of broadcasting depends."
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PEACESAT
eyes stronger 'bird'

By Bruce Benson
Advertiser Science Writer

(From Honolulu Advertiser
(12/15/75)

ATSF-Prime is a sister satellite
to one launched in 1973 and used
for nine months in 1974 over the
Rocky Mountains at a cost of $211
million. The sister satellite,
ATS-6, now is broadcasting over
India, and will be returned to
skies over the U.S. next year.

Peacesat, the worlds first edu-
cational satellite experiment, wants
to sign off its present satellite
and climb aboard a more advanced
and powerful "bird" that would let
it reach an audience across 40 per
cent of the globe.

To make the switch, Peacesat
officials at the University of Hawaii
propose taking a partially finished
satellite out of mothballs at a
Mainland storage site, and launch-
ing it into orbit with an Air Force
Titan rocket.

Dr. John Bystrom, Peacesat
director, explained that a new, un-
launched satellite known as ATSF-
Prime would increase voice grade
circuits of the program from the
present single one to 50 or 100.

Besides more programs from the
additional circuits, ATSF-Prime
also would increase Peacesat's
range. The shadow of the new bird
would fall over an area from Hawaii
to Russia, or 40 per cent of the
globe. Present broadcasting on the
single circuit of an old weather
satellite does not reach to Japan.

Peacesat--the Pan-Pacific
Educational Satellite Network--has
linked schools and universities
together in the North and South
Pacific since 1971. The program's
touchstone is to provide experimen-
tal two-way communications at very
low cost. Ground stations in
service were built from simple,
off-the-shelf components. The
stations cost from $5,000 to
$25,000 apiece.

Besides Hawaii, members of the
Peacesat consortium are the Trust
Territory of the Pacific Islands;
Wellington Polytechnic, New Zealand;
University of Technology, Papua, New
Guinea; University of the South
Pacific, Fiji, and the South Pacific
Commission, New Caledonia.

But ATS-6 is designed to broad-
cast television shows over a small
area that is about 300 miles by
1,000 miles. Bystrom said Peacesat
wants to take ATSF-Prime and re-
design it before sending it up.
Out would come the TV circuit and
in would go voice grade circuits.

The reasons, he said, is that
a TV circuit aboard a satellite is
power hungry, consuming energy that
could drive about 1,200 voice
circuits. The high power require-
ment of TV means there is only one
circuit, and communication is a
one-way street--from the trans-
mitter to those below listening or
watching.

Peacesat would use the inherent
power of the new bird to drive just
50 to 100 voice circuits over a
range far greater than that of
ATS-6. With the circuits would
come two-way communications.

Bystrom compared the uses of a
TV circuit satellite like ATS-6--
the one now over India--with an
ATSF-Prime satellite redesigned to
handle voice grade circuits.

"Because a TV circuit equals
about 1,200 voice circuits, TV tends
to be a one-way system. You don't
talk two ways because you'd need
2,400 circuits,' he said.

'And as far as cost, using TV
over satellite takes the little man
out of the picture because the
lowest two-way ground station for
TV is about $250,000. What you're
doing is minimizing communications
instead of maximizing it. You
have this one program being broad-
cast down, and passive listeners.
There's no dialogue.

"It's essentially like you re-
moved all the telephone lines from
a society and had only a TV
station."

Satellite experts have told
Peacesat that it will cost up to
$7 or $8 million to redesign ATSF-
Prime to handle voice grade circuits
instead of a TV circuit. NASA has
spent $22 million on the unused
bird, which was built by Fairchild
Space and Electronics Co. The
company finished about 90 per cent
of the job when President Nixon
phased out NASA's communication
satellite experiments in January
1973, to avoid competition with
domestic private carriers.

"What we would like to do is
expand Peacesat, enabling it to
develop communications traffic in
health, education and community
development to the point where com-
mercial carriers can take over in
the future. But wherever you cannot
produce enough marketing of this
kind of service, you're not going
to find a ground terminal being
built, what with the price of com-
mercial stations," Bystrom said.

The expanded Peacesat experiment,
Bystrom said, would develop traffic
from Hawaii to points as far west
as the whole of India, all of Japan,
and most of the Soviet Union.

"This would be an international
project that keeps out of the
domestic U.S. and away from the
power struggles among the domestic
private carriers," he said.

Bystrom said that unlike the
$211 million spent for nine months
of one-way broadcasting with
ATS-6 in the Rocky Mountain exper-
iment, the budget for Peacesat over
the past five years has amounted
to a low-cost effort.

Peicesat has operated on
$350,000 for the past five years,
with half coming from the State
of Hawaii and half from foreign
sources. Additionally, techni-
cians have controlled the Peacesat
satellite from a station outside

Washington, D.C., at relatively
low cost. The development and

launching costs for ATS-l came to

$15 million or less, Bystrom
said.

Expanding Peacesat to the new
bird would still be less than the
ATS-6 budget, he said, even

counting the cost of $35 million
for a Titan rocket. The Air
Force is understood to have 15
Titans on hand, he said.


