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While there is every indication that this lull in the national economy is only tem-
porary, special conditions in Hawaii make the outlook here more uncertain.
Those special conditions are the unsetded state of labor relations (here)}—and the
DISCOURAGINGLY GREAT DEPENDENCE OF HAWAII'S NUMBER
ONE INDUSTRY, THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, ON THE CONTIN-
UATION OF INTERNATIONAL TENSION IN THE WESTERN PACIF-
IC AND THE FAR EAST (Caps are our editorial emphasis).
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kona: the early years
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top: Dixie Mission members and "Red" Chinese allies; Koji Ariyoshi is in the front
row, fourth from the left.

bottom: left to right, Huang Hua, interpreter, and later PRC Ambassador to, among
other countries, Ghana, the United Arab Republic, and Canada; unidentified Dixie
Mission member; Dr. Ma Hai-teh (George Hatem); and Koji Ariyoshi.
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The ambassador went to General Wedemeyer with his problems. He
wanted to know if Yenan would accept his services of escorting Mao to
Chungking. I was sent to find out whether Yenan would receive Hurley
with due cordiality. Yenan said Hurley’s services would be welcome,
although they had reservations about the ambassador’s previous conduct,
which it felt was biased, unfriendly and insulting. We asked the ambassa-
dor to fly to Yenan, but we felt that it would be out of step for him to
“yahoo,” for he had been blasted for being biased and an instigator of civil
war in Yenan. So we waited for Hurley.

We carefully prepared an impressive reception for the ambassador.
Colonel Ivan D. Yeaton, commander of our Yenan mission, briefed Yenan’s
liaison officers with protocol procedure. Mao, for instance, was supposed
to meet Hurley first at the airfield and then return to his headquarters. Mao
wanted this arrangement. It was planned that Hurley would go to our com-
pound, where he would receive Chu Teh and other Communist officials.
In the evening, Mao would receive Hurley at his headquarters.

At the end of August, when Hurley flew in, he was extremely quiet. He
was in no mood to exploit his photogenic qualities as he had done about
10 months before. “Yahooing” was out of the question. After he shook
hands with Mao he put his arm around Mao’s shoulder like an old friend.

He seemed to be trying extremely hard to win Mao’s confidence. When
we began moving toward our vehicles, Mao started for his old Chevrolet as
planned in the program. Hurley kept his arm on Mao’s shoulders and asked
the latter to ride up with him in the jeep. Mao consented. In our mess hall,
there was a short reception and tea was served.

After the Communist leaders had gone back to Yang Family’s Plain, I
showed Colonel Yeaton a letter which General Wedemeyer had sent us to
be forwarded to Chu Teh. This was the general’s answer to Chu Teh, who
had requested President Truman to let his forces receive Japanese surrender
in areas where they were in contact with the enemy. General Wedemeyer
wrote Chu that in accordance with the Potsdam agreement, the Generalis-
simo had been appointed allied representative to accept surrender in China.

Ambassador Hurley read this letter. As he handed it back to me, he
said: “Young man, don’t give that letter to Chu Teh until I have Mao on
my plane!”

I was surprised by his statement, for I had understood that he had asked
for the privilege of escorting Mao. The ambassador explained that the
Sino-Soviet Pact which had been concluded had ignored Yenan and this
was a terrible blow to Mao.

If you give this letter to Chu Teh, he said, Mao would sulk in his cor-
ner and not go to Chungking with him. One blow is all that Mao can take
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