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t(;Hippie' Invasion Encounters 
Mixed Reception On Valley Isle 

1. 

July T, 1968 
, 
~.'.The hippies ltave made the 

sit,me in Hawaii, and as a part 
of their search I or contentment 
many of them have bypaue d 
Oahu in favor of the Neighbor 
Islands. There, they have gener­
ated far more concern and shock 
than they have in Honolulu and 
Waikiki, where non-conformity 
~ more common than it is 1,ess­
rqrbanized areas. Here is one of a 
~s of stories by Gene Hunter 
Jm the hippie situation. · 
I 

; . Vf ~IL UKU - They began 
vmg some 18 months ago 

al\gers in a strange lanii~ 
h unfamiliar standards of 

~onduct and appearance which 
Jpocked and distressed local 
Jjeople. 
, , They are called "hippies" -
~ut they reject that term, say­
j O g it was coined by a San 

~

rancisco newspaper-. 
Here on Maui, police and poli-. 
cial'ls ar-e making efforts to 

" control' 1 them - efforts which 
he "'hippies and their defenders 
~ the "straight" community say 
, persecution . 
, What is a hippie? I asked po­
l_c~men, politicians, averag e 
tizens and hippies that ques­

. ion - and never got the same 
• swer twice. 
1 Hippies often compare th em­
elves with American Indians, 

me persons liken them to 
~~sies, because they exist on 
).Ji'e fringes of society - con­
,nbuting little, yet not hesitat­
ing to accept welfare money 
and free medical care from the 
~pmmunity - and because they 

frequently are transients . 
. But Indians . and Gyps\es are 

ihstmct ethmc groups, with 
hho~en leaders who supervise 
lhe1r conduct. Hippies come 
uom all races, and they have 
ho organization, no leadership . 
~ach does his own "t hing," 
Fithout worrying about a 
.chief's di~pproval or discipline. 
! On Maui, many hippies make 
their head quarters in or near 
t.ahaina - traditionally a free 
~nd easy town since the days 
~hen it was the whaling capital 
of the Pacific. Others are in 
P,aia, an East Maui village 
~hich has been deteriorating 
fince the 1940s, when mech­
rnization came to the sugar 

. ' 
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Stronger iri a strange land? 

industry. 
Recentiy Maui County Chair­

man Elmer F. Cravalho began a 
cra_ckdown against hippies 
which many Maui residents saw 
as an attempt to rid the Island 
of undesirables. But Cravalho 
says his aim is not to make the 
hippies leave - rather, to make 
them conform more closely to 
accepted community standards . 

"It's not the people - it's the 
matter of conduct," Cravalh o 
said. "They should adjust to the 
laws of MaUJ County and be 
meaningful and productive 
members of the community . I 
think this is reasonable - no 
more, no less." 

Cravalho said those hippies 
who tend small farms in a "re­
turn to the land" movement 
have his respect - as .long as 
their tilled fields don't feature 
gardens of manjuana and as 
.long as they practice modesty 
when they are in view of 
others. 

Many persons on Maui have 

expressed shock over mixed 
nude swimming parties held by 
hiP.pies on isolated beaches -
but even the stem anti-hippie 
members of the vice squad 
were amused when one citizen 
who ~mplained about such a 
gathering said he watched them 
with binoculars for some time 
before repor-t.ing the incident. 

While Maui police say hippies 
are not .qurglars, some of the 
newcomers are noted for "find­
ing things that aren't really 
lost." 1f they pass . a garden or a 
field where .it appears the 
owner has more fruit or vegeta­
bles that he needs, they see no 
harm in sharing his bounty. 

In recent weeks Cravalho has 
met three times with represen­
tatives of the hippies who wish 
to find some guidelines which 
will enable them to remain on 
Maui without harassment. 
Cravalho said he has told them, 

"Don't be sitting on the side 
and expecting complete and 
total handouts. 

"You say you want to be ac­
cepted by the community? You 
must make the first overt 
moves and show you do not in­
tend to be offensive to the com­
munity - I think this is an en­
tirely reasonable reproach. '1 

Cravalho, former speaker of 
the state House of Representa­
tives, pointed out that his own 
manner of dress has become 
more casual since he retui:ned 
to Maui after spending much of 
his time in Honolulu. He fre­
quently wears aloha shirts or 
goes without a coat now -
something he did not often do 
in the city. 

How does Cravalho define a 
hippie? 

"One who has no visible 
means of support - one who 
participates to a relatively large 
degree in activities being 
watched by the Police Depart­
ment such as d~ug addiction 
and promiscuity, and being 
generally unconcerned about 
the welfare of the majority ; a 
dropout from life.'' 

Andrew Freitas, Maui's depu­
ty police chief, says: "I'll tell 
you what I told Elmer (Craval- -
ho). I liken a hippie to a hit­
and-run driver. 

"A hit-and•run driver is a per­
son in flight. Why is he in 
flight? Because he is in fear. 

Why is he iil fear? Because he 
did something wrong. A hippie 
is in fear of the draft board." 

Freitas believes 'many hippies 
welcome being busted for smok­
ing marijuana. Conviction is a 
felony, and first offenders usual­
ly are given probation. But with 
felony convictions on their 
records they are immune from 
the draft. 

Except for narcotics viola­
tions, hippies have contributed 
little to Maui's crime rate, ac­
cording to Freitas. 

"The hippie movement is l 
more of a nuisance - their long 
hair, their beards 1" Freij.as said. 
"They get mosqwto bites which 
get infected - and they don't 
work." 

Freitas, who relates the 
growth of the hippie movement 
to the unpopularity of the Viet­
nam war, &aid: "I'm sure that if. 
this wat, would end tomorrow, 
the liippie situation would clear 
up. Theres no doubt in my mind 
about that at all/' 

Freitas has a copy of a British 
book he used during his early 
police training. It is the 16th 
edition of Sir Howard Vincent's 
"Police Code," published in 
1924, and it gives the following 
definition - which Freitas be­
lieves applies to the hippies of 
1968 - of an anarchist: 

"The individual who advo­
cates a poitical theory the main 
feature of which is an absence 
of any government or rule . . . 
and occupies himself with con­
ducting a pro(!aganda by writ­
ing and ~aking. 

"This class of person is often, 
apart from the dangerous opin­
ions he professes, harmless m 
himself." 

The hippie invasion of Maui 1s 
hurting business, according to 
some local people. Hotels in the 
Lahaina area have complained 
that some tour groups have can­
~eled their reservations, decid­
ing not to come to Maui because 
of the hippies. 

Cravalno has received several 
letters of complaint from Main­
land tourists in recent months .. 
One Californian wrote, in part: 

"The disgusting sight ot these 
dirty, indolent leeches draped 
over every public bench, usurp­
ing all public facilities, causing 
litter and destruction, make us 
turn around and abruptly leave 
town ... " 

• 


